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OT PEAAKUHH 



HAea npeAJiaraeMoro HHTaTejno pOMaHa B03HHK^a y 
aBTopa b roAbi MHHyBiueH bohhw. IIoxoa nepCHACKoro 
uapa Aapna THCTacna b Ckh(J)hio, b KOHue uiecroro Bena 
Ao Hauieft 3pbi, noHjiT mm, KaK npoo6pa3 Bcex nocJieAyio- 
mHx eejiHKHx noxoAOB Brjiy6b Pocchh. CorjiacHO TepOAO- 

Ty, OH OTMeHeH MHOrHMH OCOtfeHHOCTJIMH, xapaKTepHbiMH 

AJiH BTopateHHH KapJia XII, HanojieoHa h rinviepa, Te ace 
«AByHaAec»Tb H3biKOB», ynaCTBOBaBiuHx b HamecTBHH, Ta 
>Ke npeAeJibHaa a^h CBoero BpeMeHH Momb h Mo6HJiH3au,HH 
chji, Ta ace 6opbda c HenpeoAOJiHMbiMH npocTpaHCTBaMH h 
tot ace cj)HHaa — HcromeHHe h pacnbuieHHe apMHH, 3aKOH- 
MHBiueecH ikwihoh rn6enbK). ^Be c nojioBHHofi twchmh j\er 

TOMy Ha3aA TeppHTopHH Pocchh cnyjKH^a apeHoft crojib 
ace rpaHAH03Hbix co6biTMH, mto h b Haiun ahh. y>Ke TorAa 
OHa Hrpajia BHAHyw pojib b cyAbGax MHpa. Pa3pocuia»ca ao 
nocjieAHHx npeAe^oB HMnepwa AapHH, BKJiioMaBuiaji npo- 
crrpaHCTBo ot MHAa ao Boc^opa h ot KaBKa3a h TypKecra- 
Ha ao CyAaHa — HaBHoia THacejiOH" yrpo30H HaA BceM Cpe- 
AH3eMHOMopbeM h, npeacAe Bcero, HaA TpeuHeft — onaroM 
h cpeAOTOHHeM TorAauiHefi KyjibTypw. C ee naAeHHeM ana- 
AbmecTBo ^apH5i Morjio 6m CHHTaTbCH, no TeM BpeMeHaM, 
BceMHpHbiM. Ho TyT BbicrynH^a CKH^CKaa owia b jiHue no- 
^yAHKoro, ho BOHHCTBeHHoro crenHoro HapoAa, He conpy- 
uihb KOToporo, He/ib3ji 6buio paccHHTbisaTb Ha noKopeHHe 
3juiaAu. no crpaHHOH Hrpe cyAb6w, ceBepo-BocTOHHbie Bap- 

Bapbl CbirpajIH pO^b 3am.HTHHK0B MHpOBOH U.HBH;iH3aU.HH. 

Ohh npHHjijM Ha ce6a bcio amy yAapa apiwaAw £apHfl. 

B 3T0ft BofiHe, pa3wrpaBiueHCfl b crenHbix npocrropax 
TorAauiHero iora Pocchh h TaK xopomo onncaHHoft y Tepo- 
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AOTa, o6Hapy>KM^C5i tot oco6bifl cnoco6 ee BeaeHHfl, mto no- 
jiynwi BnocneACTBHH Ha3BaHMe «CKH(J)CKoro». Oh 6bui pa3- 
pa6oTaH m C03HaTejibH0 npHMeHeH nerpOM Be^HKHM m Ky- 
Ty30BbiM, npe3peH Ct&uhhwm, 3a hto pyccKHM HapoA 

nonJiaTM^Cfl HeHCMHOMMblMH MCepTBaMH, H CTHXHftHO BOCTOp- 

mecTBOBa^ BonpeKH Bo^e «reHHa^bHoro no;iKOBOAUa>. 3to 
MeTOA 3aMaHHBaHH5i Bpara Brny6b cbomx TeppHTopHft, 
HCTpe6^eHM5i Bcero jieHtamero Ha ero nyTH, H3MaTbiBaHHH 
TpyAHOCTAMH nepexoAOB h MenKHMH HanaaeHMjiMH c uenbio 
HaHeceHHfl b HyjKHbifi momcht oKOHMaTe^bHoro yAapa. Ko- 
rAa Hano^eoH, pa36y>KeHHbiH HOHbio, Bbim&n Ha 6ajiKOH 
KpejvuieBCKoro ABopua, oh B0CKJiHKHy;i npH bhac Mopa iwa- 

MeHH: «3t0 CKH(f>bl! OHH yHHHTOHCaiOT cboh C06CTBeHHbie 

ropoAa!» O cohokchhh hmh cbohx ropoAOB noBecrByeT h 
TepoAOT. HHTaa ero, TpyAHO oTAWiaTbca ot nyBCTBa 6jih- 
3octh k HaM 3T0P0 A&neicoro npouuioro Hauiefi crpaHbi, ot 
cxoACTBa ero TorAauiHHX cyAe6 c HauiHMH cyAb6aMH. rio- 

Ka3aTb 3Ty (WIH30CTb H 3T0 CXOACTBO OAHa H3 3aAaH 3T08 

KHHrH. 

B HCTopHMecKOM poMaHe HeH36e)KHbi OTcryiwieHHH ot 
noAJiHHHbix (JjaKTOB h BBJieHHfl. 3to 3aK0HHa$i A^Hb 6eone- 
TpHCTHMecKoK <|)OpMe. Ecrb TaKHe, BnojiHe co3HaTe^bHbie 
OTCTyn^eHHJi h y H. yjiMmosa, oco6eHHO b othouichmh re- 
poHHH pojwaHa — Atoccw, h BceA ;ho6obhoh jihhhh noBe- 
CTBOBaHHH. Ho Bee Ba>KHefiuiHe (|)aKTbi h o&mie KOHTypM 

C0(5bITHH AaHbl B COOTBeTCTBHH C HCTOMHHKaMH H C JIHTCpa- 

Typofl no 3TOMy Bonpocy. 

PojwaH nHca^ca b TpyAHwx yaioBHJix 6e>KeHCTBa h «ah- 
nHHHoro* cymeCTBOBaHHH nocjiesoeHHbix JieT. ABTOpy npH- 
uijiocb npoflTH nepe3 HcnbiTaHHfl, BbinaBuiHe Ha aojiio cotch 

TbICflH HOBblX SMHrpaHTOB. rionaBIUHH BO BpeMg BOHHbl K 

HeMuaM h AenopTHpoBaHHbiH b TepMaHHio b jiarepn <ocrap- 
6eflTepoB», oh TOJibico b 1947 roAy CMor BbiexaTb b Ma- 
Pokko, rAe npoacHBaeT b Hacrosimee BpeM*. IleMaTaBiuaflOi 
b TeTpaA^x «Bo3po>KAeHH5i» «AT0cca» 6biJia hm noABeprHy- 
Ta 3HaMHTenbHOH nepepa6oTKe h HbiHe bhxoaht b hoboA, 
HcnpaBJieHHOH peAanuHH. 
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HaaexcMe HnKOJiaesHe l/jibXHOBOH 
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HA BOCOOPE 



I 

B TpioMe crsuio tcmho. Onrypw rpe6uoB eABa bhahc- 
jiHCb. npocrynafiH nacrH Ten, ocBemeHHbix jwuiobum cbctom 
okoh, b KOTOpwe yxoAHJiH ApeBKH Bece^, CAeJiaHHbix H3 ue;ib- 
hwx 6peBeH. lloA pe3KHe 3ByKH cfwieiiTbi m 6apa6"aHa cto 
BoceMbAecsT nenoBeK, KaK oahh, Ham6aAHCb h OTKHAbiBa- 

JIHCb Ha3aA» HanOJIHHH TpiOM rpOMOM, CKpe^KeTOM H HeM-TO, 

noxo>KHM Ha xoxot rneHbi. Tpe6ubi He 3Ha;m hh uejiH ny- 
TeiuecTBHji, hh Mecr, mhmo KOTopbix npoxoAHJiw, ho KorAa 

HaACMOTplAHK, yKa3blBa£ XJIblCTOM, KpHKHyJI HTO-TO Apy- 

roMy, mojioaoh pa6 npHnan k pacmejiHHe OKHa, h TOJibKO 
yAap 6wHa 3acraBHji ero OTKHHyrbCfl h norpy3HTbCfl bo 

MpaK. Flo CKaMbflM IlOUJJia BeCTb, HTO 6JIH30K BH3aHTHHCKHH 

nopT h npOAOJiacHTe^bHbiH otahx. TojibKo Tenepb nonyB- 
crBOBa^acb bch ocrpoTa 6ojih, HaKonHBiueHca b pynax h 
cnwHax: nocneAHHe cyTKH rpe6u,bi paoVrajiH 6e3 nepepbma 

H C TpyAOM ABHraJIH BeCJiaMH. 3a>Kr^H CBeTHJIbHHKH. JXo- 
lHaTOe HpeBO TpH3pbI O3apHJI0Cb rpfl3HbIM KOpHMHeBbIM CBe- 

tom. npocrynH^o AJiHHHoe yme^be, o6pa30BaHHoe TpeMa 
apycaMH CKaMefi c rpeo*u,aMH, chacbujhmh TaM, KaK naBna- 
hm b K^eTKax. Te^a hx .nocHHJiHCb ot noTa h kocmm bojioc 
HHcnaAa^H Ha 3BepcKHe ;iHua. Pa6bi He jik>6hjih nac 3a>KH- 
raHHH orHfl: HeApa Tpnapbi craHOBHJiHCb iioxo>khmh Ha 
CKJien, a MpaK b oKHax TaHHCTBeHHbiM h rp03HbiM. 

OrapiiiHH HaACMOTpmHK BCMaTpHBa^ca b Jinua rpe6- 
Uob. BjiH30CTb raBaHH o>KHBHJia hx, ohh rpeoViH H3 nocaeA- 

HHX CHJI, HO AeJia^H 3T0 OXOTHO. 

B nojiHOHb b OKHax jiesoro 6opTa GjiecHyjm orHH Bh- 

3aHTHH. 
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HeKOTOpwe pa6w 3H&rm stot 6enufi ropo,n Ha sepuiM- 
He xo/iMa, nponaxuiHH pw6oH h komomh, c B3AbiMaK>miiMC5i 
«3-3a creH nopTHKOM xpaMa ilHoacypoB h ro-noBofi orpoM- 

HOrO KOH8. CyAHO nOAXOAH^O k Boc(|)opy h cnopo bouijio 

b Hero, hto nonyBCTBOBa^ocb no 3aMeAJieHHio xoAa TpM3pt>i. 

<J>;ieHTa h 6apa6aH HeoacHAaHHo cmojikjih h pa6w c Ha- 
cna>KAeHHeM onycrH-riH B3AyBuiHecH ot HanpaHceHHfl pyKH. 
MHorHe cpa3y we 3acHyjiH, ynas Ha Becna. Tpwapa ocTaHO- 
BHAacb. OibiujHo 6bi.no, Kan k Heft noAXOAHJio cyAHO. Ot- 
TyAa pa3Aajica 3bohkhh ro;ioc, roBopHBuiHH AOJiro h ne- 
Byne. C TpH3pw ero o mcm-to cnpocnjiH h oh CHOBa 3aneJi, 
KaK xcpeu, nepeA 3aKJiaHHeM xcepTBbi. I"Iotom nocvibima^cH 

yAaJWioiHHHca iwiecic Bec&n, a Ha n&ny6e TpHspu 3acyeTM- 
^HCb. Pa6w cna^H h rpoMKO CTOHariH bo chc YAap roHra 
He b coctohhhh 6biJi pa3(5yAHTb hx. TorAa 3acBHcrejiH 6hhh. 

JllOAH nOAHHMa^HCb C npOKJIHTHHMH, llOBOAfl HaJIHTblMH 

KpoBbio r;ia3aMH. 

Ha 6poH30BOM TpeHOJKHHKe BcnwxHy^o jipnoe ruiaMH, 
ocBeTHBiuee BbicoKyio (})Hrypy HHKOAeMa b ui^eMe h c ko- 
nbeM. Orano TaK thxo, mto cnbiiiiHO 6*biJio, nan BOAa jiH3a;ia 
<k>Ka TpH3pbi. Hhkoacm AO^ro ocMaTpHBa^ rpe6uoB, bfih- 

BaHCb B Ka>KAOe H3MO>KAeHHOe jihuo. 

— Bee Bbi no^yHHTe cBo6oAy b tot ACHb, KorAa koh- 



hhtch njiaBaHbe. Ho eaiH 3aBTpa Ha pacceeTe Tpnapa He 
6yAeT 3a uiecTbAecjrr craAHH OTCiOAa, a npHKyio sac k 
CKaMbBM ABOHHbiMH ueriHMH h noToruHo cyAHO BMecrre c 
BaMH! TaK a cica3aji. 

nocjibiuianHCb boiuih: 

MH^ocepAHH! nomaAbi! Mm yMHpaeM! 

HHKOAeM HCMC3. 

HaACMOTpmHKH BKaTHJiH rjiHHjiHbie aM^opbi h era™ 
pa3AaBaTb npecHyio BOAy. IIotom BHeoiH jhuhk c 3Cmjih- 
crbiMH .neneuiKaMH h c Tyxjiofl pbitfoH, Hape3aHHOH KycKaMH. 
flpH BHAe TaKOH meApocTH HeKOTOpwe crajiH rpoMKO npo- 
oiaanjiTb rocnoAHHa. Ohh jiobhjih riHiuy HaneTy, BbixBa- 
TbiBa^H Apyr y Apyra, pese^H h Apa^HCb, 3bchji uenaMH. 
KorAa KOHMH^acb KOpMe>KKa, 3a3Bynai roHr. Pa6*bi nojio- 
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khjih pyKH Ha eec/ia. EapadaH h <j)jieHTa HananH cboio Me- 
jioahk), noA KOTopyio pa6w, Kan 3aHapoBaHHbie, KaHHy^HCb 
snepeA> OTKHHy/wcb Ha3aA, h TpiOM CHOBa HanojiHH^cn rpo- 
xotom. TpH3pa thxo TpoHynacb. My3biKa, McnyieHHaa BHa- 
najie, crajia ycKOp»Tb TeMn, 3acTa&nflji TO^crbie aP^bkh 
Becevi jieTaTb Sbicrpee. MenoAHH rpe6jiH 3aBJiaAe^a padaMH, 
6apa6aH ctsui BjiaAbiKOH Tpnapw. Hh yAapu 6vmefi M3 Cyfi- 

BOJIOBOft KOJKH, KOTOpbie pa3M$IKJIH OT KpOBH B 3Ty HOMb, 
HH CKpOKCT BeceJI He AOXOAH^H AO C03HaHHH. TOJIbKO TpecK 

6apa6aHa CBep;mji M03r h 3acTaBJi$ui ycKopjiTb abhjkchmji. 
.Hocthivih He6biBanoii CKOpocrH. Jlnua pa6oB crajin 

MaCKaMH, B HHX He OCT&JIOCb HH OTMajIHHH, HH 3JI06bI. Ilo 

cnHHaM TeKJia KpoBb, CMeuiHBagcb c noTOM. nap 3acTHJian 
orHH cBeTHJibHHKOB, caAH.nc$i Ha noTOJiOK, naAaji KpynHbiM 
peAKHM AOMCAeM. rpe6u,aM HexBaTano B03Ayxa, h ptw hx 

UJHpOKO OTKpblJIHCb, KaK y MHMOB BO BpeMJI ,fl,HOHHCHH. Y 

Koro-To xjibmyna KpoBb h oh ynan Ha ApeBKO. IloA6e>KaB- 
iuhh HaACMOTpiuHK HcnojiocoBan eMy cnHHy 6hhom, ho pa6 
ocTaBajica ^e^KaTb. ,HBoe Apyrnx, npoAOJiJKaa rpecrrH, bojio- 
mhjih B3aA-BnepeA ero Te^o, noBHCiuee Ha Becvie. CranH na- 

AaTb H Ha APyrHX CKaMbflX. HaACMOTpiUHKH oxpHanH OT 

KpHKa. C tohkoh neHOH, creKaBiiieH c ry6, ohh MeTanHCb, KaK 

pblCH B KJieTKe, CBHCTfl 6HWaMH. 

KorAa Hhkoacm CHOBa cnycranca b naA TpiOMa, padbi 
He CTOHa^H h He npocHJiH noiuaAbi. Pe3KHe 3ByKH 6apa6aHa 
h c})jieHTbi uenKo Aep^ariH hx b cBoen BJiacrH, He no3BOJiH3 

HH OCTaHOBHTbCJI, HH 3aMeA^IHTb TeMn. y (Jj^eHTHCTa BblKa- 

TH^HCb rvia3a h HariHjincb >aujihi na Ji6y, a 6apa6aHiuHK 
npespaTH^ca b craTyto, y KOTopofi ABHrajiHCb oahh pyKH. 
B Tpioiwe ctohji Jiafi Uepoepa h 3boh ero uenH. 

HHKOAeM He cna;i b 3ry HOMb. na;iy6"HaH npHorcyra co 
crpaxoM CMOTpeaa, KaK oh, 3BeHH AOcnexaMH, 6eran ot 
KopMbi k Hocy, BrviflAbiB&nca b TeMHOMy h CKpnne^ 3y6aMH. 
EMy npHimia Mbiaib noAHHTb napyc. Hhkto He ocMejiH.ncfl 
HanoMHHTb, mto BeTpa hct; napyc 6hij\ noAHflT, ho TOTHac 
6eccHJibHO noBHC. BbixBaTHB Men, Hhkoacm craji ero no- 

JlOCOBaTb. 
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C BaMH 6yAeT tojkc, ecriH mm He npHAeM Bo-Bpe- 

Mfl! — KpHKHy* OH ApOHtaiUHM JUOflfltA. 

npH6jiH>Kajicfl paccseT. npeAMeTbi Ha najiyoe crrajiH 
cepbiMH, ho npouuio MHoro BpeMeHH, npe>KAe neM otkpbi- 
^acb rviaAb BoccJ)opa h Kpaa 6eperoB. BojiHemie HHKOAeMa 
ycwiwiocb. Oh chhji 6pac/ieT h 6pocn;i b BOAy. Cnejw 3a 
6.necKOM TOHymero 3o;iOTa, nyTb cnwuiHO weirran MOJiHTBy 
TOMy, KOTOporo c AeTCKHx jieT noMHTan 6ojibiue Apyrnx: 

«Egjih Tbi ycKopHUib 6er cyAHa h He noryGnuib Ae.ua 
Bcefi Moeft >kh3hh, a npHHecy Te6e uapcicyio acepTBy m ao 
CMepTH 6yAy OTJiHMaTb nepeA BceMH 6oraMH. Ecjih >Ke pa6 
tboh Te6e He yroAeH h tw He Aauib eMy AOcrnrHyTb uejiw, 
to npHHOiuy b Aap Teoe sto cyAHO. Ho luiHHycb, oho nofiAer 

KO AHy CO BCeMH JIIOAbMH, MbH JieHb H KOBapCTBO rySax 

MeH«!» 

Oh yiue;i b uiaTep h ycr&no noBa^H^cj! Ha jioxce. 

M3 TpioMa aohochjich MepHbiH cryK Beceji. Bocc})op 
cy>KHBa^C5i, ero 6*epera, tomho noKpbiTbie oBHHHaMH, rpo- 

3H/IH pa3AaBHTb OAHHOKyK) TpH3py. MeCTaMH OHH Ka3aJIHCb 

McuapanaHHbiMH KorrsiMH ;ibBa h KpacHoe mjico hx Bbicry- 
najio Hapy>Ky. 

B BOAe p030BWMH ycTpHuaMH BcnjibuiH ooViaKa, a Ha 
$paKHHCKOM 6epery BcnbixHyjiH BepxyuiKH 6yKOB h nHHHfi, 
KorAa b uiaTep k HHKOAeAty BGemaji kopmhhh. 

— TocnoAHH, Mbi norHoVin! IlyTb nperpa>KAeH! 

B HecKo^bKHX CTaAHjix ot TpHapbi npoJMB nepeceK&na 
TeMHaji uenb. 3to ohjio coopyaceHHe b BHAe tomck, coeAH- 
HeHHbix JiHHHeK. no Mepe npH6*;iHMceHHH oho craHOBH^ocb 
OTHeT^iHBee h Ha hcm 3aMeTH;iH jhoach, KpoiuenHbiMH nec- 
HHHKaMH 6eraBuiHx B3aA h BnepeA. Hh oahh H3 pa6oB HH- 
KOAeMa, nponjibiBaBuiMx npe>KAe Boc<j)op, He BHAaji 3TOro. 
3HaJ!H f hto Bee no6epe>Kbe ot FIoHTa ao Hnna B3BOJiHOBaHO« 
KaKHM-TO codbiTHeM, ho, noCTOjMHO npeCSbiBaa b nJiaBa- 
hhbx, peAKO BbixoAfl Ha oeper, peBHHBO o6eperaeMbie ot 
conpHKOCHOBeHHfl c jiioAbMH, ohh He HMejiH HCHOro npeA- 

CTaB^eHHH O TOM, HTO 6bIJIO H3BCCTHO yace BceMy MHpy. 

Orapa^HCb nponecTb HTO-HH6yAb Ha Jiwue rocnoAHHa, ho 
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HmcoAeM ftneAHbift, HeABHKHMbiff, 6uji noxoac Ha HaArpo6- 

HOe H3Ba51HMe. 

CnaBa 6oraM! Mbi npofiAeM! 

Oh Be^eji Tpy^HTb cnr-Han h 3aaceHb KypHJibHHuy. rio- 
BaJiHJi rycrofi ahm. HaBCTpeny noAH5UiHCb TaKHe >Ke ctoji- 
6bi AbiMa h nocjibiiuajica KOMapHHbifi nHCK pokkob. JIioah 
HHKOAeMa To^bKO Tenepb 3aMeTHJiH, hto nepHag uenb, 
nperpa^CAaBuiaa npojiHB, b oahom Mecre pa3opBaHa h TaM 
BMAHejiMCb TeMHbie Maccw jcopa6jieH. npopBaBuiaaca rvibi- 
6a cBeTa 3a/iH.rca Boc<J)op. OTKpbuiacb meTHHa MaMT, cHe- 
roBbie MaccHBbi najiaTOK no 6eperaM h rycrofi HeJioBene- 

CKHH MypaBeMHHK, CBepKaBQJMi! KOnbflMH H UIJieMaMH. C 

Tpwapbi Tenepb scho bha^h, hto 3arpa>KAeHHe npeACraB- 
jijuio rnraHTCKHfi moct, noBepraBiiiHH b y>nac cbohmh pa3- 
MepaMH. flame crapbift kopmmhS 6m ji noAaBjieH. CKOJibKo 
pa3 npoxoAHJi oh b 3thx Mecrax, conpoBO>KAa5i rocnoAHHa, 
CHaMa/ia OTpoKa Ha He6ojibiuoM cyAHe, npoB03HBiiieM Kpa- 

Tepbl, BMHO H CTyTy3TKH 6orOB, nOTOM IOHOUiy, ropAHB- 

meroca AOBepneM OTua, OTnycKaBuiero c hhm jihmohho- 
KeJiTbie h opaHKeBbie MHJieTCKHe TKaHH, HaKOHeu, 6opOAa- 

Toro My>Ka Ha ropAOH Tpwape, nojiHOH CKH(})CKoro 3epHa. M 
BcerAa Boccfop 6biJi nnyxHM, nycrbiHHbiM h onacHbiM H3-3a 
pa36oHHHKOB. Tenepb oh KHiiie^ jiioAbMH h hbjihji HeBHAaH- 

Hoe nyAO. 

C Mocra Tpy6n^H h MaxajiH nojioTHHiueM, hto6m Tpn- 
3pa ycKOpHJia xoa. Ho 6er ee 3aMeA^a^ica. Tpe6ubi Bbi6nBa- 

JIHCb H3 CHJL TOFAa, BOpBaBlUHCb B TpK)M, HHKOAeM npOKO- 

jioji MenoM nepBoro nonaBiuerooi HaACMOTpmHKa h pac- 
KpoHJi rojioBy CHAeBiiieMy no6;iH30CTH pa6y. Oh noo6eiu,a^ 
BceM BepHyio rH6ejib, ecjiH ohh He HanparyT nocneAHHX cmji. 

C Mocra jieTena apocTHaa 6paHb; cyAHo rpo3HJiH He 
nponycTHTb, eanH oho He nocneeT BO-BpeM*. B TeneHHe neT- 
BepTH naca Ha TpH3pe BouapH^HCb aA h ocrepBeHeHHe. MeM 
HHKOAeMa 6^ecTefi b CMpaAHOM TyMaHe TpiOMa h HaACMOTp- 
iuhkh c>KH^HCb c Mbicjibio AOCTHrHyTb MOCTa o6e3o6pa>KeH- 
HbiMH TpynaMH. 

KorAa Hhkoacm noAHHM&nca HaBepx, Tpnapa yace Bcry- 

13 



nana b npcwieT. Me^bKHyjia jihhhji KopMOBbix HacreM cyAOB, 
noAAep^KHBasuiMx moct, GeocoHenHbie nepnjia, rpyAM aocoic 
h necrpwe ^oxMOTbH padoB, rJia3eBWHX CBepxy. 

Moct 6bui npoHAeH. 

Hhkoacm nan nepeA acepTBeHHHKOM. Aum ot 6jiaro- 
bohhwx KypeHHH pa3Hecc« no nany(5e, a H3 TpioMa bmhoch-m 
^ocHfliuHeca Tena pa6oB. M30 pTa h H3 ymew y hhx ;iH.nacb> 

KpOBb. 
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npofiAfl moct, Hhkoacm AO-nro He Mor HafiTH MecTa a-kh 
npHna^a: Ha npOT$i>KeHHH HecmribKHX craAHH, BAOJib 6epe- 
tob, ctoji^h rycrbie p#At>i KOpa6^en. TpHapa dpocwia aitopb 
noMTH nocepeAHHe npojiHBa. K Heft noAomjia JiOAKa h Ha 
na^y6y noAHfl-nncb AJiHHHOBOJiocbie nepcw b TH>tce^bix oAeat- 
Aax c khcthmh. Ohh cnpauiHBa^H, KyAa hact Tpnapa h 3a- 
HeM? To 6buiH u,apcKHe pacnopjiAHTe/iH. 

Hhkoacm npoBe^ hx b uiaTep Ha KopMy, nocaAHJi b 

Kpecna H3 AyuiHcroro AepeBa m Be^e^ yMacrHTb pyKH h 60- 
pOAbi 6^aroBOHHHMH. rioTOM noAHec Ka>KAOMy no KpacaBo- 
My dpacvieTy, a Ha men bo3jio>khji nocepe6peHHbie uenH. Oh 
o6i>hchh^, hto njibiseT H3 BwoVioca b CHHon c rpy30M 6jisl- 
roBOHHH h erHneTCKHX TKaHefi. riepcu 6jiaroouioHHO Bbirw- 

JIH BHHO, HydHHCKHe qbHHHKH HM OHCHb nOHpaBHJIHCb H, CT>eB 

hx ue^oe dnioAO, nonpocnjiH eme. Pa3BecejiHBMHCb, cra^H 
CMeflTbca h o^HHMaTb HHKOAeMa. IlepeA yxoAOM CTapniHH 
xopoujo OT03Bafica noAapKax, ho Bbipa3HJi coMca^eHHe, 
hto ero HHHeM He ot;ihhhjih nepeA noAHHHeHHbiMH. Hhkoacm 
noAHec eMy cjiohobwh mibiK h Jiapeu, c JiaAaHOM. 

KorAa nepcbi yexa/m, Ha Tpnapy npH6bui M&neHbKHH 
iopKHH ^HAHeu,. Oh 6bui AOJiroe BpeMH pa6oM-HOMeHKJiaTO- 
poM y poAOBHToro aqbHHjiHHHa h 3Ha;i Bcex H3BecTHbix jiio- 
Aeft b ATTHKe h Ha Mctmc Tenepb oh nojiywHJi cBo6oAy h 
caM HMe^ MHoro paCoB, AOcraBjiflBiiiHx eMy BceB03MO>KHbie 
CBeAeHHa. 3thmh CBeAeHHflMH oh ToproBaji h corraBHJi 6o;ib- 
ujoe 6oraTCTBo. Ero 3HanH ot KopHH<})a ao Cy3 h Ha BceM 
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3tom npocrpaHCTBe He cymecrBOBajio hh oahoh TawHbi, ko- 
Topaa He 6buia 6bi eMy H3BecrHa. Oh 3Ha^ coAepacHMoe Ka- 
paBaHoe, nepeceKaBiUHx cnpHHCicyio nycrbiHio, Ben cneT 30- 

JIOTa H CJIOHOBOH KOCTH B nOA3eMHblX KJiaAOBblX cfWHHKHH- 

ckhx KynuoB; MexaHH3Mbi Bcex 3aroBopoB, npH 6ojibiiiHX h 
Majibix ABOpax — 6buiH OTKpbiTbi eMy b no;iHOH Mepe. Jly- 
KaBbifi B3op ero npOHHKan b cyMpaK reHHKea, 3a tohkhh no- 
Jior KpoeaTH. 3to oh 6biji npHHHHofi m6ej\n Atikhhoh, ot- 
KpuB ee My>Ky, caMOcfpaKHHCKOMy apxoHTy, Jiio6oBHyK) 
CBH3b ee c codcTBeHHbiM 6paTOM. Oh 6bui bxo>k bo ABOpu,bi 
Bcex THpaHOB h nojiyna^ ot uapa meApoe aca/ioBaHbe 3a 
to, hto coo6ma^ o HaMepeHHjix rpeKOB. 3Ha*i ceKpeTbi uap- 
CKoro ABOpa, oh npoAaB&n hx 3a Bbicoicyio ueHy caTpanaM 
Aa^eKHX npOBHHUHH h THpaHaM rpenecKHx ropoAOB. Ceitaac 
oh pasdmi uiaTep na Boc(J)ope h pbicicaji, KaK Kpbica. 

Hhkoacm xopomo 3Ha/i 3Toro MeJiOBeKa h paA 6*biJi 
yoibiuiaTb ot Hero hobocth, ho eMy 6"biJio H3BecrrHo crpa- 
CTHoe acejiaHHe jiHAHHua y3HaTb hchto HeM caMOM h 
coaepacHMOM ero TpH3pw, noaTOMy oh cpa3y otbcji ero Ha 
KopMy h Beneji 3aAepHyTb uiaTep. 

— I103AH0 )Ke Tbi npH6bui, Hhkoacm; ono3Aaw tboh 
Tpnapa eme Ha nac, en 6m HHKorAa Combine He 6op03AHTb 
rioHTa. BnponeM, HeH3BecTH0, hto jiymue: oaraTbCH no Ty 
cropoHy Mocra h HMeTb B03M0>KH0CTb n^asaTb no BceM 

MOpflM HJIH npOHHKHyTb B AHKHH IIOHT H nOTepflTb HaA«KAy 

Ha B03BpameHHe? Te6e Tenepb HaAO npoAaTb cyAHO b Ka- 
K0M-HH6yAb nopTy h o6paTHO hath cyuieH. A cyAHO y re6$i 
MyAecHoe, 3to caM SoacecTBeHHMH Apro. HaAo6HO omHAaTb 
HeaiwxaHHbix fiapMiuefi ot noe3AKH, hto6m peuiHTbca no- 
TepaTb TaKOH Kopa6*Jib. Jljix Koro tw Konnuib 6oraTCTBa, 
Hhkoacm? BeA*> y Teoa hh actch, hh HacneAHHKOB, a caM 
Tbi mop 6m ao KOHua AHen mhpho >KHTb b MnJieTe b j^oBOJib- 
crBe h cnaBe. Hto 3acraB^jieT Te6g b Tanoe rpo3Hoe BpeMH 
coBepmaTb pHCKOBaHHoe nyTemecTBHe Ha Kpafi cseTa? 
Hhkoacm yjiMdHyjica. 

Mombio uapg uapefi h MWiocTbio Arypa-Ma3AM 
Kpaa cBeTa CKopo 6yAyT pacujHpeHbi. 
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JltUHeu BApyr HaAyica h npHHflji BaatHbiH bha. Oh em.e 
b Ac|)HHax 6eceAOBa^ c MyApeuaMH h Bceraa iuwiaran, hto 

yCBOHJl MHOrO 3HaHHH. 

Tu He 3HanoM c <J>HJioco(})Hefl, Hhkoacm, HHane 6t>i 
He roBopwi TaKHx cMeuiHwx eemefi. Kto H3 aviepTHbix mo- 
aceT pacuiHpHTb Kpaa CBeTa, onepneHHbie b&?ihkhmh 6ora- 
mh? Ra. 6yAeT re6e H3BecrHO, hto AOCTHrHyTb Kpaa cBera 

MOiKHO, HO H3MeHHTb erO HHKOAiy He aaHO. BeAb A-W 3TOrO 

HaAO 6uao 6b\ orpoMHoe MHoacecTBo B03Ayxa crycrHTb ao 
iuiothocth 3ejvuiH, a ot 3Toro HapyuiH^ocb 6u cooTHomeHHe 
nacTefi MaTepHH, ycraHOB^eHHoe <5oraMH. Bo3Ayxa h 6e3 

TOrO CTaHOBHTCJ! MSUlOy 3T0 AaBHO 3aMCTHJIH Te, kto noA- 

HHMajiHCb Ha BbicoKHe ropbi. Ecjih >Ke coBepujHTb ero npe- 
BpameHHe b 3eMjno t oh cobccm Hcne3HeT h Bee >KHBymee 
norH6HeT. 

Ho noweMy ate, ApAHC, B03Ayxa craHOBHTCH Ma^o 
h KyAa oh nponaAaeT? 

Oh y^eTyHHBaeTCfl b nycroTy, OKpyacaiomyio 3eMJiK>. 
0, ApAHC, — ycMexHy.ncfl Hhkoacm, — KorAa 3to 
ycnenH Te6ji OAypawHTb Haiun MHJieTCKHe ocjim? Ohh BceM 
npoKy>K>KajiH yuiH cBoefi nycTOTOH h cbomm B03AyxoM. BeAb 
He nycroTa, a BOAa OKpywaeT 3eMJiio: mm >khbcm Ha th- 
raHTCKOM ocrpoBe h to, hto Ha3biBaeM MopjiMH — He 6ojiee, 
KaK 03epa h Jiyxm Ha HeM. M caM B03Ayx He 6o;iee, KaK oco- 
6oe cocTOHHHe boam. Pa3Be He noAHHMaeTca oh ue^biMH 
o6jiaKaMH c MOpefi h peK h pa3Be He naAaeT CBepxy aomcacm, 
KorAa crymaeTCH? 

JlHAweu, ropHHo B03pa>Kaji. Oh yTBep>KAaji, mto Te, kto 
TaK AyMaiOT, caMH HanojmeHbi boaoh h mmcjih hx He 6oj\ee, 
KaK 6o^OTHbie ncnapeHHH. 

HHKOAeM CAepacajica. 

Xopouio, ApAHC, ec/iH tw npaB, to Ha Kparo 3eMJiH, 
HaAO AyMaTb, B03Ayx oneHb peAKHfi h Ma^o boaw; MeacAy 
TeM, TaM rycTOH h apoMaTHbili B03Ayx, jibioT cruioiiiHbie 
aokah h see peKH TeKyT OTTyAa. He 3HaK jih 3to, hto He 
nycTOTa, a OKeaH oKpyacaeT 3ejvwno. 



JlnAHei; no6jieAHeJi ot 3Jiocth. J 
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— Cicopo yBHAHM, kto npaB. KorAa ;no6HMbie to6oh 
Bapeapw 6yflyr 3arHaHbi Ha Kpafi BcaneHHoft, nocMOTpHM, 
KyAa ohm 6yAyT naAaTb, b Mope hjih b 6e3AHy? 

— Jlio6HMbie mhom BapBapw?.. 

CxeaTHB jiHAH^ua 3a rop^o, Hhkoacm nyTb He BcaAHJi 
ejwy ho>k, ho tot CAe^aji npeAOcreperaiom,HH 3HaK. 

— He cneuiH. MHe He cyjKAeHo nornGHyTb ot TBoefi 

pyKH. 

— Tw b 3tom ysepeH? 

— TaK ace, KaK h th. fl BcerAa 3Han, hto th necTHbift 
ToproBeu h n^aTHiHb aKKypaTHO. Tw He npH(5erHeiiib k He- 

AOCTO^HOMy y^HHCTBy, HT06bI yKJIOHHTbCH OT nJIflTbl. A 3a- 

njiaTMTb tm MHe AOfl>KeH ABaxcAbi: oahh pa3 3a coxpaHeHwe 
TBoeH TafiHbi, a Apyroft pa3 3a TanHbi ny>KHe, KOTopue Te6e 

Heo6xoAHMO y3HaTb. 

— ByAb npoojiT, noAJiwfi iijnHOH! fl He Hy>KAaiocb b 
tbohx CBeAeHHax, a TafiHbi y mchh HHKaKow HeT. 

BepHo jih 3to, Hhkoacm? HeymejiH a ouih6ch, cne- 
Afl 3a to6o0 nocjieAHHfi toa h pacCHHTbiBaa nojiynHTb ue^oe 
cocT03HHe? HeT, ApAHC HHKorAa He ouiH6ajicfl. Te TpH 30- 
/iOTbix TajiaHTa, hto h aoji^kch nojiyHHTb c Te6a, y>Ke npeA- 
Ha3HaneHbi b KanecTBe ccyAW c{)HHHKHHu,y CHxeto. Oh no- 
ruibiBeT Ha SaKaT b CTpaHy TapuiHui, rAe cepeGpo BbiTenaeT 
npHMO H3 pacmejiHH rop, oh npHBe3eT ero nojiHbifi K0pa(5.rib 
h nojiOBHHa 6yAeT MHe no AoroBOpy. fl HenpeMeHHO AOjmeH 
no^yMHTb c Te6ji TpH T&naHTa. Cnxefi o6ema^ npHBe3TH Ka- 
MeHb np03paHHbiil, KaK BOAa. Egjih b Hero cMOTpeTb, momcho 
BHAeTb MopcKyio rviy6b ao caMoro AHa. Oh a^ct BJiacrb HaA 
HepeHAaMH h no3Bo;raeT Ka>KAoe HOBOJiyHHe Bbi3biBaTb hx 
k ce6e Ha Jioace. fl HenpeMeHHO aojijkch no-nynHTb Tpw 
TajiaHTa. 

Hhkoacm c TpyAOM 3acTaBHji ce(5a ycMexHyrbCfl. 

Jlojiro npniujiocb 6bi >KAaTb TBoeMy Cnxeio. Tpn Ta- 
jiaHTa MorjiH 6bi 6biTb noJiyneHM TO^bKO npn MoeM B03Bpa- 

lUeHHH B MHJieT. 

JlHAHeu ot Bocropra noAnpbirHyrc Ha cbocm CHAeHbH, 
a noTOM, bckohhb, craji npnnjiacbiBaTb, HaneBaa Becejiyio 

17 



neceHKy. Eiue MMr h Hhkoacm pacKpoHrt 6bi eMy rojiOBy Me- 

HOM, HO TOT, OlOBHO HHTafl ei*0 MblCJIH, OCTaHOBHJICH. 

3to caMaa Becejiaa MMHyTa b Moeft mch3hh, Hhko- 
AeM, h Tbi MHe ee AOCTaBHJi. 51 6bi oxotho npOAJinn CBoe 
ce^be, ecnH 6bi He cMHTa^ cBjiTOTaTCTBOM CMe»TbC5i HaA xa- 
khm pa3yMHbiM My>KeM, KaK Tbi. 3aneM tw ce6a yHHHcaeuifa, 
npn6erafl k actckhm xhtpoctam? J4jih Tbi He 3Haeuib, kto 
a? MHe ;ih He h3bcctho, mto b MwieT Tbi 6*0Jibuie He Bep- 

HeillbCfl, MTO BCe CBOH OJIHBKOBbie pOUHH, BHHOrpaAHHKH, TKai*- 

KHe MacrrepcKHe, pa6os w caMbifi aom cboh tw npoAaJi, npe- 
BpaTH^ CBoe 6oraTCTBo b 30.10TO h AparoueHHbie eeiuH h 
Bee 3to xpaHHTCH Tenepb b HeApax TBoefi TpH3pu? MHe jih 

He H3BeCTHO, HTO Tbi ruibiBeuib Ha... 

Pot ero uiHpoKO OTKpbuica, a r;ia3a craJiH BbinojnaTB 
H3 op6HT. >Ke^e3Hbie nanbuw HHKOAeMa OKHM&nH eMy rop- 
jio Tan, mto oho HaMHHano xpycreTb. JIhahcu, nepecrafl mo- 
TaTb pyKaMH h .tchuo ero nocHHe^o, KorAa HcnyraBiiiHCb, 
HHKOAeM 6pocH^ cboio acepTBy Ha ruwi. CHanaJia oh Mojma 
CMOTpen Ha HenoABHWHyio (|)Hrypy M&neHbKoro HeJiOBeHKa, 

noTOM, onycTHBiiiHCb Ha kojichh, crra* omynbisaTb h iioa- 

HOCHTb JiaAOHb K OCK&KeHHOMy pTy. y6eAHBUIHCb, HTO JIH- 

AHeu AbiuiHT, oh noAH5M ero Ha ;io>Ke h bjihji b rjOTKy BMHa. 
npHAfl b ce6fl, ApAHC Ao^ro Moman. FIotom 3aroBopH,i, He 
OTKpwBaji nia3. 

B^aro Te6e, Hhkoacm, mto tboh paccyAOK OAepacaji 
Bepx. He BepHHCb a OTOOAa ao nojiyAHfl, Bee 6wjio Cm H3- 

BeCTHO rHCTHSK). 

ripH HMeHH rHCTH3H HHKOAeM CMyTHJICfl. 

Ho a 3Ha/i, — npOAo^Mca^ jiHAHeu, — mto tw MyAp 
h He 3axoMeuib KOHMHTb CBoero Ae-na 3Aecb Ha BoccJ)ope, He 
AOCTHrHys >Ke^aHHOH BapBapcKofi 3eMJiH. Tbi bcjihk, Hhko- 
AeM, Te6e npeACTOHT 6o/iMiiHe Aejia, no3TOMy th 3aiuia- 
THiiib MHe Tpn TanaHTa 3a cboio TafiHy, a 3a odHAy Aauib b 
npHAaMy a^aBacrp nojiHbifi nypnypa. Rah TBoero 30JiOTa 
npHroTOBjieHbi ywe Jiapubi H3 MepTBoro Aepesa caMuiHTa 
ohh TaK THiKejiw, mto nycTbie TOHyT b BOAe, MeAHaa ceKHpa 
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OTCKaKHBaeT ot hhx, KaK ot KaMHH. B hhx 6yAy H XpaHMTb 
TBoe 3ojioto, Hhkoacm. Aafi MHe eme BHHa. 

CodaKa Tbi, Apahc! Te6*a He HteHiuHHa poAHJia, a 
caiw Uepdep H3pbirHyji, KaK 6VieB0THHy! H ycT&n ot 6ojitob- 
hh c to6oh. BepH CBoft T&naHT cepe(5pa h yGHpawca b 
TapTap ! 

JlHAHeu XHXHKHyJI. 

Cepeopa, CKa3a/i th? Tbi ouih6cji, Hhkoacm, He ce- 
pe6pa, a 3OJi0Ta, h He Ta/iaHT, a TpH TajiaHTa. TajiaHT ce- 
pe6pa noTpaneH 6bui Ha to, mtoom oneAHTb 3a to6oh. Tboh 
reTepw h pa6biHH AOporo npOAaBaviH tboh TaHHbi. MoeMy 
ne^oBeKy noHaAo6HJiocb abccth ApaxM, mtoSw HapHAMTbCfl 

BaBHJIOHCKHM KynUOM H BCTynHTb B CBH3b C KopHHHOH, C 
TOH CaMOH, MTO Tbi OTIiyCTHJI Ha CB060Ay nepeA 0TT>e3A0M. 

He xBaTawcfl 3a Men, Hhkoacm, tw ee 6ojibine He yBHAHiiib... 
A CKOJibKO noTpaneHO, HTo6*bi 3aBjieKaTb b npHTOHbi Ha Ca- 
Moce tbohx a(|)HHCKHx Apy3efi, KorAa ohh, no6biB y Te6fl, 
B03Bpama^HCb aomom? Tboh Apy3bH npeKpacHbie jiioah h 
no^Hbi B03BbiuieHHbix MbicjieH, ho ohh cnenHyT npH bhag 
AeBKH, noAHHMaiomeH iioaoji, h y>Ke He bhaht BepTena, b 
KOTopbiH BeAyT hx rpeuiHbie Horn... HeT, Hhkoacm, >kha- 
khh 3ByK cepe6pa nycrb He oMpanaeT Haiuefl 6eceAbi, a* 
oyAeT 0Ha nojma TopacecrBeHHoro 3B0Ha 3o;iOTa! 

He ABa ace Tajiamra h juojiwen AaTb Te6e, npooa- 
Taa rweHa? 

Tbi npaB, Hhkoacm, He &Ba, a TpH. 3a ABa TajiaHTa 
a Mor 6w Te6a 6e3 oco6bix xjioiiot npOAaTb THCTHaio, ho 
Tax KaK 5i 3Toro He cacji&h, ji xony, oieAOBaTe^bHO, nojiy- 

MHTb TpH. M Tbi, KaK pa3yMHbIH HeJIOBeK, AOJIHteH npH3HaTb, 

mto 3to He Aoporo. 3to Bcero ;uuiib AecflTaa nacTb tbohx 
SoraTCTB. OcTa^bHoe tw Moaceujb ynoTpe6HTb Ha csoe Ae- 
no. H 3HaK>, KaK MHoro y Te6a pacxoAOB BnepeAH h 6epy 
CKpoMHyio ruiaTy. A Tenepb, Hhkoacm, otkpoh uiaTep. Bh- 
AHuib TaM, Ha caMofi bwcokoh Teppace, na^aTKH c 3e^eHbiMH 
fi epxaMH? 3to uiaTpbi Fhcth3h — jiyniijero cnym u,apfl h 
TBoero Bpara. Oh h 3Aecb, KaK nepeA tpohom, 3aH*ui caMoe 
BHAHoe Mecro. Tboh TpHapa KaaceTCji eiviy CKopjiynKOH, oh 
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He cnycKaeT c Hee rvia3 h pBeT 6apcoBy uiKypy Ha CBoejvt 
jiowe, crapajicb npHA)'MaTb cpeACTBO nory6HTb Te6%. FTo— 
CMOTpH Tenepb Ha sth cyaa, 4T0 ctoht c6oKy. 3to KopaoViw 
rHCTM3fl. B3ivihhh Ha CToamne cnepeAH: 3to (Juiot xHOCueo, 
BepHbix Apy3efi rHCTMSH. Tbi b 3anaAHe, Hhkoacm, h AO-n— 
weH npHHecTH >KepTBy 6oraM, mto n 6epy y Te6a to^ko 
TpH Ta/iaHTa, a He ruwiOBHHy coAep>KHMoro TBoefl TpHapM- 

Hhkoacm Mo;m;i. r\na3a ero b 6emeHCTBe o6"pam,ajiH 
to Ha 6eperoBbie BbicoTbi, rAe 6ej\ejm uiaTpbi, to Ha Ma— 
jieHbKoro ^HAHHua, yAo^Ho pa3Ba^HBuierocji Ha jioxte. 

Xopomo, Apahc, a AaM Te6e see, mto tm npocHiui*, 
5i AaM Te6e 6o;ibiiie, ec/iH tw 6yAeuib AOCraBjiHTb MHe Hyac- 
Hbie CBeAeHHH, ho Aa xpaHaT Te6a 6orn, ecriH B3AyMaeuit> 
o6MaHyTb h npeAaTb MeHfl. TorAa Jiynuue 6bi Te6e He 

pOAHTbCJI ! 

Bot 3to peMb noMTeHHoro MejioBena h HcnbiTaHHoro 
ToproBua. ByAb cnoKoeH, Hhkoacm, a 3Haio, mto tw JieB h 
cnocodeH Aa>Ke b momcht aroHHH 3aAyuiHTb b Korrflx Ta- 
Koro nHrMea, KaK a. H He pHCKHy HrpaTb c to6oh. ByAb 3AO- 
poB h roTOBb TpH tsuislhts. 3OJI0Ta. 
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Cfiyx o npn6biTHH HnKOAeMa, nepBoro oorana Mn^eTa, 
odneT&n 06a 6epera. Bee 3Ha;iH, mto TKaHHMH, KOTOpbiMH 
oh CHa6>Kaji ATTHKy h rie./ionoHHec, mo>kho 6"bijio ycrnarb 

B0C(J)Op, a 3epHOM, BbIB03HMbIM H3 CkH(})HH, HaKOpMHTb U.e- 

jioe bohcko. MHorHe AaBHO Ao6*HBajiHCb ero GjiarociuioH- 
hocth h Tenepb, HaAeB MHCTbie oaokam, cneiiumH k HeMy 
Ha KopaCnb. TnpaHbi, ;ihhho 3HaBiiiHe HwKOAeMa, OTnpaBHJiw 
nooiaHueB, MTO(5bi npHBeTCTBOBaTb ero, noAHecTH Aapbi h 
no^yMHTb b OTBeT eiu,e Conee ueHHbie noAapKH. KopMa TpH- 

3pbl HanOJIHHJiaCb OJIHBKOBblMH H naJIbMOBblMH BeTKaMH, npH- 
CJiaHHblMH B 3HaK MHpa H Apy^bl. 

npH(5bi;i noc^aHHbiH ot MwibTHaAa, BjiaAeTejw Xepco- 
Heca <t>paKHHCKoro. Oh npHBe3 cepeCpsmyK) pw6y c rjiaaaMH 
H3 H3yMpyAa h c nepjiaMyTpOBbiM xboctom. npocrepuiHCb 
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Ha nany(5e, nooiaHHbiH mojiwi no^THTb ceoero rocnoAHHa h 
noceTHTb uiaTep ero Ha ^PSkhhckom 6epery. 

C HacrynJieHHeM cyjviepeK Hhkoacm ompaBivica. 

KpacHBbifl Mn^bTHax y>Ke ctohji, oKpyMceHHbifi cbhtoh 
pa6oB, h, B35IB rocrn 3a pyKy, npoBeji b na-naTicy. TaM, B03- 
jieriuH 3a cto;iom, ohh BcnoMHH&nH &pyyK.6y otuob, co6- 
CTBeHHyio lOHocrb, Kan eme cobccm HeAaBHO, paAOCTHbie h 
ropAwe mara^H b acJiHHCKHx pflAax, roTOBbie 0Tpa3HTb He- 

HaBHCTHoro TMnnHH. 

Mw He 6hiJin ac^HHymaMH, MnjibTHaA, h runnHft He 
yrHeT&n Hac, ho mm 6opojwcb c hhm noTOMy, hto HeHaBH- 
Aejin BCHKyio THpaHHK). He MenTajm jih mw, H3roHH5i ero H3 
A4>hh, H3rHaTb KorAa-HH6yAb H3 Mohhh h ero BapBapcKoro 
noKpoBHTena ? A Tenepb?.. He OAHa Mohhh, ho bch Sjuiaaa 
CTaHeT 3aBTpa Ao6bmeft AecnoTa h tm, MH^bTHaA, ycrnjia- 
euib ero nyTb cbohmh OAeKAaMH. 

MHJibTHaA onycTHJi ro;iOBy. 

— 3 yKe AyMa^ 06 stom... yBbi! Hto Mory CAeJiaTb a 
A-nfl 3^JiaAbi? BbicrynHTb c ropCTbio ;noAeH? GuteHb moct 
m o6penb Ha BapBapcKoe pa3opeHHe Bee no6epe>Kbe h tboA 

Poahoh MwieT? 

Hama OTHH3Ha norn^HeT H3-3a 6e3yKopH3HeHHO 
npaBH^bHoro yMeHHH Mbic^HTb, — BocKJiHKHy^ Hhkoacm. 
HaAO BbiCTynHTb, a noTOM pa3AyMbiBaTb. y mchh hct boh- 
CKa h hct Kopa(5;ieft, — OAHa Tpnapa, — hoh BbiCTymwi, a 
HAy Ha Bpara. Mhjict moA nm mchji He cymecrByeT, TaM He 
ocrrajiocb hh Moero AOMa, hh mohx 6oraTCTB; see, neM a 
BJiaAeJi, HaxoAHTCH 3Aecb Ha TpH3pe. Ee na.rcy6a — nnoiuAAb 
nepBoro b MHpe rocyAapcrBa, o6i>flBHBii]ero BOMHy AecnoTy. 
Tbi Ha30Beuib Moe npeAnpHATHe 6e3yMHeM, 6biTb mokct, 
3to Tax, ho KorAa a ycjibima^ HesepojiTHOM saMucne Ha- 
mero BjiaAbiKH, a cne/i sto eme 6o^biuHM 6e3yMHeM h, He 
KOJie6^3cS, npoTHBonocTaBH^ eMy CBoe co6cTBeHHoe. Koto- 
poe no6"eAHT? Oaho 3Haio: HeT cnynafl 6o;iee yAO^Horo, mto- 
6u H36aBHTb MHp ot AecnoTa. 3Haio Taioice, mto ecriH ero 
noxoA yBeHnaeTca ycnexoM, 3juiaAa norH6HeT. 

Hhkoacm 3aAyMa.ncfl. Bhho ero H3 naiiiM thxo Jiw^ocb 
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Ha JIOMQ. MHJIbTHaA H03BaJI <})/ieHTHCTOB M TaHUOBlUMU, ho 

rocrb npoAo;wa^ ocraBaTbca pacceHHHbiM. Toraa oh BoneJi 
npHHecTH cepe6pjiHbiH jickh<{> MCKycHOH pa6oxbi h noAHec b 
Aap HHKOAeMy. Tot 6e3yMacTHo paccMaTpHoaji ero, cnerna 
noBepHyB ro^oBy. JIhuo ero BHe3anHO o>KHBH.nocb, oh cxsa- 

THJl oVieCTJHUHH COCyA M JlK>6y9iCb BOCKJIHKHyJI : 

/Iynuiero noAapKa tu He Mor MHe cAevia-rb, Mw^b- 

THaA. 

M3 MaAKHx creHOK Jiemfya BbicrynaJiH oKpyrJiocm 

>KeHlUHHbI, HOPH KOTOpofi CflHBajIHCb B 3MCHHHblft XBOCT, 

KpyTHBQJHHCji ynpyrHMH KOJibuaMH. 3a cnHHOH crowia neT- 
Bepna ^ouiaAefi, a ;ihu.om 0Ha o6pama*acb k MoryneH My*- 
ckom cJDHrype c jiyKOM h crpeJiaMH b pynax. To 6b\J\ npH- 
xoa TepaK^a b nemepy Exhahh b noHCKax yKpaAeHHbix 
Ko6bi^. ripHiuypHB rvia3a, Hhkoacm BCMaTpHBajicn b kocaw- 
Tyio 3Jio6t\y}o ro-noBy jKeHmHHbi-3MeH. 

— OHa AOCTOHHaa npaMaTepb sthx BapsapoB IBojiocbt 
y nee 6bum weJiTbie, Kan owiOMa, a rvia3a ueeTa o3epH0H 
BOAW. Ho KaKMe mo^hhh MoryT MeTaTb 3th rvia3a! Mm, sn- 
jiMHbi, HHKorAa Ha sto He cnoco6Hbi, wepHbie r\na3a accH- 
pHHueB npocTO >KecroKH, a Bpau;aioiJHHH 6e/iKaMH scjworr 
CMeiuoH. To^bKo 3th 6e3AOHHbie BOAflHbie rvia3a cnoco(5Hbi 
po>KAaTb nepBo6biTHbiH rHeB. Hano^HH cocyA JiynuiHM bh- 
hom, MH^bTwaA, h BbinbeM 3a BejiHKoe iiotomctbo TepaK^a 
h Exhahw. He eMy jih Hbme HaAJieatHT cnacTH iwwp? 

Mn^bTHaA noKawaji nwioBofi. 

— Tbi CKOpo H3^eMHUJbCji ot CBoefi 6ojie3HH. Tboh 6e- 
jiorvia3bie BapBapbi oSpeweHbi, h MHe rpycrHO, hto tw crpe- 
MHiiJbcyi pa3AejiHTb hx cyAboy. OcraHbCfl, noKa He no3AH0. 

Tbi, MHJibTHaA, npeyBejiHHHBaeujb CH;ibi uapa h npe- 
yMeHbiuaeujb Ao6jiecTb BapBapoB. He ot hhx jih nan Bce- 
MoryiuHft KHp? 

MHJibTHaA craji yBepjiTb, hto TenepeuiHHe CKHcfjbi He 
Te, KOTOpwe HeKorAa yHHHTOJKHJm Knpa. Te hchjih na Apy- 
tom KOHue CBeTa, b crpaHe KaccneB, ohh Gmjih cMyrjibie, c 
pacKocbiMH r\na3aMH. To 6bijm 3HaMeHHTbie EHapew, ko- 
Topux ocKoptfjieHHaa Ac})poAHTa UeJiecTHHCKaa nopa3Wia 
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yacacHOH 6<wie3Hbio. Tot HapoA 6*biji MorymecrBeHHbiJi, on 
onycTOuiH^ CnpHio, coKpyuiH^ Hhhcbhio, ho 6orn paccefljiH 
ero h HbiHe o HeM HHHero He aibiuiHO. 

Tot HapOA cyiuecTByeT, MHJibTHaA, h h ero CKopo 
yBHMcy. 3to -re ace CKH(]>bi. Ohh MHoroMHCneHHbi, KaK cren- 
Haa Tpaea, h o6HTaiOT bo Bcex KOHuax 3eivuiH. Knpy npH- 
m;iocb HMeTb Reno c oahoh hx nacTbio. HbiHe ohh BcraHyT, 
Kan Me6ecHafl rpo3a, h HOBOMy Knpy cy>KAeHo ncnbiTaTb 
cy^b6y cBoero npeAKa. H Bepio, mto ero A^MHHOBOJiocaa ro- 
jioBa TOJKe 6yAeT 6pouieHa b KO>KaHbiH MeuioK, HarKvmeH- 

Hblft Co6CTBeHHOH KpOBbK). 

BeceAa Apy3efi 3aTHHyjiacb A^JieKO 3a mwiHOHb. Paccra- 
jiwcb, Kor^a b uiaTep nepe3 TpeyrojibHoe oTBepcrne noTji- 
Hyjio yTpeHHen cbipocrrbio c Boc(J)opa. Cyaa, 3arpoM03AHB- 
uine npojiHB, noxoAH^H Ha cwhuhx kpokoahjiob. Jlarepa th- 
paHOB, OKpyaceHHwe 3eMJi»HbiMH BayiaMH, TOMce cna^H, KorAa 
Hhkoacm b conpoBOJKAeHHH jierKofl oxpaHbi craji cnycKaTbca 
c 6*epera. TojibKo uapcKHe pa6bi 6bum noAHHTbi Ha HorH. Ohh 
noMem&nHCb b jiarepe, o6"HeceHHOM nacTOKOJiOM, h >khjih 

6e3 nanaTOK noA otrputum He6oM. CTpauiHoe 3jiobohhc 

Heaiocb H3 hx jioroBa. HyTb cbct hx BbiroH$uiH Ha pa6oTy, h 
cenMac ohh BbixOAHJiH H3 BopoT orpaAbi, noAX^ecTbmaeMbie 

OHMaMH. COHHbie, C HCKaHCeHHblMH JIHU.aMH, IIIJIH ryCTbIM 

craAOM, npHJKaBuiHCb Apyr k Apyry. MHorne 6buiH coBceM 
rojiwe, Apyrne eABa npHKpbiTbi JioxMOTbjiMH. TpH Mecwa 
Ha3aA hx npnrHa^H Ha 3apocuiHe 6epera Boc<|)opa, rAe o6h- 
Ta^H TOJibKO MeABeAH h Ka6aHbi. Pa6bi py6HJiH Jiec, npoKJia- 

AWBaJIH AOpOrH, HOCHJIH 6peBHa H3 r7iy6*HHbI (|)paKHHCKHX 

rop, BbipaBHHBajiH njioiuaAKH a-ha ^arepefi. Ho He ycneji 
npHATH dpjior, He ycnejia HanaTbCfl nocrpoHKa Mocra, KaK 
nojioBHHbi hx He crsuio. Ohh AecjiTKaMH TOHyjiH b Boc<})Ope, 
naA&riH b jiecy h no AoporaM, ocraBa^HCb no yTpaM jie>KaTb 
b .narepe, oTKyAa hx BbmojiaKHBajiH 3a Horn h 6*pocajiH b 
BOAy. y6biJib nonojiHjuiacb hobmmh TbicjmaMH. CeHnac y hhx 
npo6yAH^acb HaAe>KAa ocraTbca b xchbmx: moct 3aKOHneH 

M OHHIU,ajIC5! ot xjiaMa. 

Hhkoacm OTBepHynca, MTO(5bi He CMOTpeTb b cropoHy 
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Mocra, m xotwi ycnopHTb uiarM, Kor.ua yoiwiuaji rojioc, no- 
pHuaBiiiHfi ero 3a ropAocrb h BbicoKOMepne. Oh o6epHyjic5i 
m noHTMTenbHO ciuiohhji rcwiOBy. 

IHht ropoAa! HaAeacAa MiwieTa! .HocronoHTeHHWH 
rMCTM3H! To, hto tw cHHTaeuib ropAOCTbK), npocra» pac- 
cesHHOCTb. fl He npeAnojiaran b cmrib paHHHfi nac re6% 
BcrpeTHTb 3Aecb. K TOMy «ce mwcjih moh orBJieneHbi 6wjih 
3a6oTaMH. 

Oxotho Bepio, y HHKOAeMa BcerAa cboh 3a6oTW, 
OTJiHHHbie ot 3a6oT MHJieTa. He TaK jih h Tenepb? Becb 
ropOA HanparaeT chjiw, hto6w aoctohho CHapHAHTb $j\ot 
no npHKa3y uapa, oahh tw nenewbCH 06 yMHoaceHHH cbohx 
6oraTCTB, KOTOpbix y re6n h 6e3 Toro 6ojibme scex. 

HwKOAeM ropjmo B03pa^cafi. Oh m He paAeji o6meMy 
Aejiy h oh jih nomsuieji HT0-HH6"yAb A-nfl MHJieTa? 

Oiob HeT, Tbi He aca/ie^ acepTB, npeaieAyfl cboh 
6e3yMHbie ruiaHw, HanpaB/ieHHbie k norH6ejiH othhshu. 

K nornCejiu ee BparoB, Fhcthsh! 

He xoMeuib ;ih CKa3aTb, hto h » Bpar? BeAb npeA- 
MeTOM tbohx K03Hefl 6bui npeacAe Bcero a. 

Hhkoacm noHH3Hfl rojioc h nowTM ujonoTOM npoH3Hec: 

KorAa-TO MM 6wJIH APy3bHMH, THCTH3H, H HbIHe H 

roTOB CHOBa CTaTb tbohm ApyroM; ycTpaHH TOJibKO npe- 
naTCTBHe... Tbi 3Haeujb, neM » roBopio. 

rHCTH3fi BCKHne^. 

Tw 6e3yMen, Hhkoacm, ho tw XHTep h onaceH b 
CBoeM 6e3yMHH! 3Hafi, hto h He Majioe ahth, Hecnoco6Hoe 
3aMeTHTb nponacTH, b KOTopyio ero 3aBjieKaK)T. THCTHafl 
cyMeeT CAe/iaTb 3Ty nponacTb MorHJion cbohx sparoB. 



IV 



C KOpMbI TpH3pbI HHKOAeM paccMaTpHBaji mnpoKue, c 

Kynojioo6pa3HbiMH BepxaMH naJiaTKH caMOCueB. Tjijiah Ha 

hhx, oh KajKAbiH pas npnxoAHJi b bojihchhc OAHa>KAbi ot- 

mwji Ha asHHCKHH 6eper h hsbhjihctoh tpofihhkoh hoahh/i- 

caMoccKOMy jiarepio. nepeA 60/ibmHM uiaTpoM ctohjio 
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BOTKHyTOe B 3eMJIK) Kpbl^aTOe 3HaMfl Ha 30/IOHeHOM ApeBKC 

B maTpe 6bMio cyMpanHO h cwpo. IlocepeAHHe cronn KaMeH- 
Hbifi ctoji, 3aBajieHHbiH narwpycaMH. Hhkoacm AOJiro 03H- 
pajicji, noKa He 3aMeTH.n nenoBeKa b MaccHBHOM MpaMopHOM 
Kpecne. Oh Ka3&ncji ycranMM. 

— He 3HaMeHHToro jih MaHApOKJia a BHHty nepeA 

C060P1 ? 

CHAeBiiiHH otbcthji He cpa3y. 

EOIH, Ha3BaB MeHH 3HaMeHHTbIM, TbI B^OMCHTI B 3TO 

HacMeiiJKy, to tm He 6o;iee, KaK (J)paHT, noAKpauiHBaiomHH 

LU,eKH H 6pOBH, HT06bI HpaBHTbCfl pacnyTHbiM AeBKaM. EcnH 

me tm CAe^ian 3to noTOMy, hto yaibiuiaji Moe hmh H3 
AByx-Tpex aiyHaHHbix ycr, to tm BncriHe aoctohh toh cyeT- 

HOH TOJIIIbl, HTO BHAHT CJiaBy B HaCTOM nOBTOpeHHH HMCHH, 

a He b Be^HKOM acshmh, KOTOporo He MoaceT noHHTb. 

Tenepb a He coMHeBaiocb, hto tm MaHApoiui. Koiwy, 
Kan He pa6y BceMHpHoro AecnoTa, npHcr&na TaKaa ropAM- 
hji? Ho He AyMaw, MaHApoKJi, hto caasa, KOTopyio tm 
co3Aa;i, noc^yjKHT k yKpameHHio TBoero hmchh. TpHKAU 
jiynme yiwepeTb 6e3BecrHMM, ho jho6hmmm corpaJKAaHaMH, 
neM mHTb b BeKax npoK^HHaeMMM noTOMCTBOM! FIoAyMaft, 
c MbHMH ^aBpaMH nepeoneTeTca tboh Jiasp? JUh Hbeft crra- 
TyH CTpOHiub Tbi nbeAeCTa^? M Hey>Kejm He nyraeT Te6a 
K^efiMo Bpara 0THH3HM? BeAb c toh MHHyrbi, KaK Bapsap- 
CKHe noJiHHiua crynaT Ha tboh moct, tm 6yAeuib npoKJiflT 
BOBeKH. CoKrn ero, MaHApomi, noKa He no3AHO, h tm npo- 
cjiaBHuibcn 3thm 6o.iibiiie, neM crpoHTejibCTBOM! Tm jibhji 
MHpy cboh reHHH b co3AaHHH HeBHAaHHoro coopy>KeHHfl, 
Tenepb hbh BenHHHe rpa>KAaHHHa yHHHTO>KeHHeM CBoero ag- 
THma. K Te6e B3MBaio a — Hhkoagm H3 MHJieTa. H secb 
cbom aom, Bee SoraTCTBo h caMyK) >KH3Hb npHHOiuy b McepT- 
By OTMH3HC M bot % Tpedyio ot Te6ji jKepTBM bo hmh ee. 

MaHApoKa MOJinan, noTOM noAHHBiiiHCb, B3H.rc 3a pyKy 
HnKOAeMa. 

— riofiAeM CO MHOft. 

Bmhak H3 maTpa, ohh 6;iy>KAajiH 3anyTaHHMMH Tpo- 
nnHKaMH cpeAH 3eM^5iHbix BajioB, 6peBeH h Kyn Mycopa. 
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Kor^a KOHMiwca 3tot ;ia6HpHHT rp*3H h xJiaMa, oTKpw^acb 
poBHas Aopora. Ctaa BbixoAHJia H3-3a xcwimob npHMO k Boc- 
4>opy. Maiupoiui BbiBevi cnyniHKa Ha ee cepeAHHy m, no- 
BepHyB k npo/iHBy, cica3aji: 

— Mah. 

T^aAKo BbiMomeHHaa, nocunaHHa* 6.necT$imHM necKOM, 
OHa yKpaiueHa 6w;ia pa3H0UBeTHbiMH KonbjiMH, BOTKHyrwMH 
no KpaHM. B npocroTe, crporocrH h 6;iaropoACTBe ee onep- 

T3HHH 6wjio HeHTO, noAHHMaBuiee Ayx. «ToJIbKO KO^ieCHKUaM 

6oroB xoAHTb no 3toh AOpore!* — noAyMa* Hhkoacm. Mo- 
ryMMH pa36er ee Bbmec Ha moct. 

^BecrH 6oJibiiiHX Kopa6jiefi, coeAHHeHHbix nonapHO, 
Aep>KanH ero Ha cbohx cnHHax. yicpeivieHHbie *Kop$iMH, Ka- 
MeHHbiMH r^bi6aMH Ha to^ctwx KaHaTax, ohh ctoajih He- 
Abh>khmo, Kan CK&nbi, h AJia 3aiuHTbi ot Hanopa bojih nepeA 
hhmh BbiTflHy-nacb jihhhh m^khx cyAOB, rpyAbio BCTpenaB- 

UJHX TeMeHHC 

IlocMOTpeB Ha BbiomHeca Ko-nbua h bopohkh, yxoAHB- 
uiHe b npo^eTW, Hhkoacm noMTH oomTe^bHo omyTHJi 
crrpauiHyio To-nmy boaw, meAiueH H3 IloHTa, h MOiu,b npo- 
THBonocTaB^eHHoro ew conpOTHB^eHHH. Oh He BHAevi toji- 
ctwx 6peseH h >Kene3Hbix CKpen, nojio>KeHHbix Ha 6opTa 
Kopa6jieH, ho wyBCTBOBa* hx bo BceM npoHHOM h yeepeHHOM 
ooViHKe Mocrra. KorAa crynHji Ha ero nnaAKyio noBepxHOCTb, 
ycr^aHHyio AoacaMH H3 KeApa, oh HcnbiT&n om.yiu.eHHe 3a- 

TepjIHHOCTH CpeAH 3T0H UJHpH. ErO TOTMaC CXBaTHJIH He- 

cKOHMaeMbie jihhhh Ay*5oBbix nepHJi, CBepKasuiHx CKpetu,eH- 

HblMH CeKHpaMH H 30JI0HeHbIMH UI.HTaMH C napfllUHMH HaA 

hhmh cepe6pflHbiMH KpbwibjiMH 3HaMeH. Ohh yBjieKajw BAaJib 
k noSeAHOMy, uiyMameMy. Ho3Apn ero pa3AyJiHCb, KaK y 6oe- 
Boro KOHfl. Oh jiobhji ce6j! Ha HteJiaHHH BHXpeM npOMHaTb- 
ch no KeApoBoiwy HacrHJiy h HyBCTBOBaTb 3a coGoh rpo- 
xot MHornx TbiCHH noAKOB. PBaHyBiiiHCb b npocrop Mocra, 
Aa^eKo ocrraBH^ MaHApoKJia h ocTaHOBH-nca TOJibico Ha ce- 
peAHHe BoccJ)opa. Be^HKaa ropAocrb 3axjiecTHyjia ero npH 

BHAe uapcTBeHHOH BbicoTbi MocTa, B3HeceHHoro HaA BOAaMH 
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h HaA craAOM Kopadjiefi, Kait TopmecTBo Heo6-bHCHHMoro, 
«e3AeuiHero, hto ecrb b HejiOBeue. 

Hto tw MHe CKaatemb Tenepb, Hhkoacm h3 MHJieTa? 
Hhkoacm cMymeHHo OTOiueji k neprtJiaM, ycraBjuicfl Ha 
BOAy, a noTOM, 6biCTpo o6*epHyBiiiHCb, BocKJiHKHyji: 

>Khbh MHorwe JieTa, MaHApOKJi! IlycTb HapoAbi 
bok)iot, THpaHbi yrHeTaiOT — xyAO>KHHK, nocjiaHeu 6oroB, 
oh AGJiaeT oaho npeKpacHoe. BjiarooiOBeHHo hmh TBoe! 
flpocTH h <5yAb MHe ApyroM. 



V 



CopoK BOCeMb HapOAOB, HOCHBUJHX flpMO BeJIHKOPO 

Uapa, 6biJiH BCTpeBOKeHbi ero HaMepeHHeM noTpacTH Bce- 
jieHHyio cbohmh noABHraMH. y>K MHoro ^eT Ko;iecHHUbi ero 
croflJiH, noKpbiBaacb nbuibio h pmobhhhoh, a 6oeBbie kohh 
mhpho nacjiHCb b AOJiHHax SjiaMa. Tenepb oh TpeooB&n co 
Bcex 3ejwe^b hobux KOHefi h tmcjimh KoviecHim. M3 KaacAOH 
caTpanHH, H3 Ka^cAoro noAB^acrHoro uapcTBa b Cy3bi cre- 
Ka^ocb 30jioto, Bep6^K)Abi, kohh h BOHHbi. HapoAbi 6poca/iH 
HHBw h nacTOHma, 6*pajw mchh h, npoCTHBUiHCb c poAHbiMH 
XH)KHHaMH h 6oraMH, iwih yMHpaTb bo HM3 Toro, kto npa- 
bhji hmh MHJioCTbio Arypa-Ma3Abi. Ot ApjweHHH ao Hy- 
6hh — meHiuHHbi, AeTbi h crapubi nJiaKariH, HaApbmaa 
cepAua yxoAHBuiHM. Bohhw He HaAea;iHCb BepHyTbca Ha3aA- 
IloxoA, 3aAyMaHHbiH uapeM, hochji npH3HaKH 6*e3yMHa. Oh 
xoTfcn hx BecrH npOTHB HeH3Be<rrHoro HapoAa, Mecra o6h- 
Tamw KOToporo hhkto He 3Han. Oahh AyiwanH, HTO OHO 3a 
OKeaHOM, Apyrne — Ha oepery oKeaHa, ho Bee 3Hann, hto 
TaM — KOHeu, CBeTa h nauia He6ec KacaeTca KpaaMH 3eMJiH. 
Co Bcex kohuob uapCTBa noAHjuiHCb 6ocoHorHe 060- 
pBaHHbie npopOKH, npeApeKaBuiHe ru6ejib. Ohh B36Hpa;iHCb 
Ha ropoACKHe creHbi, bmxoahjm Ha miomaAH, craHOBHJiHCb 
na nepeKpecTKax Aopor h co crpaiuHbiM BoiuieM h KpHBJia- 

HHHMH BblKpHKHBa^H npeACKa3aHHfl, OT KOTOpblX KpOBb 

QCTaHaB^HBanacb b >KHJiax. OcotfeHHO crpaiuHbiH npoBHAeu, 
hbhjich b Chphh. Oh cnycKajica c JlHBaHa h, BCTaB Ha rojioft 
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CKa^e (5jih3 Aoporn, pssui A-nHHHyio 6opoAy, Kpnna Ha bck> 

nycTbiHio: 

Tope cocymHM m kopmjhuhm rpyAbio! Tope noKoio- 

LUHMCfl nOA CeHbK) CHJIbHblx! BOT BCTa^H CH^bHbie H nOUJJlH 

m BeTep pa3Be«;i npax hx! BH>Ky, BcraeT open ot BocroKa, 
noAHHMaeTCfl KOHb ot 3anaAa; 3y6bi ero, nan mchh, h rpnea 
TbMOH o6HHMaeT BceneHHyio. BeperHTecb 3y6oB ero, m6o 

CTOHaTb BaM noA KonbrraMH ero! 

B THpKaHHH M3 nemepw Bbiiue^ npOKaKeHHbifi h no- 

Tpe6oBa.n, HTo6bi uapio paccKa3&riH ero coh. Oh bha^, 6yA- 

to uapcKoe BOHCKO, BbicrpoeHHoe Ha He0603pHM0H paBHHHe, 

npeBpamnocb b Mbiiuen. 

,Ha>Ke ATpasaHbi 6buiH MpanHbi. y HeKOTOpbix H3 hhx 
norac bcmhwh oroHb Ha aTeui-raxe. 

Uapb npHKa3aji rHa-rb npopHitaTejiefi, ho caTpanw, 
HanyraHHbie 3HdMeHH5iMH, hcoxotho BbinojiwiJiH noBe^eHHe. 
Ohh BbicbiJianH npopoKOB H3 oahoh o6^acrrH b Apyryio, cno- 
co6cTByji pacnpocrpaHeHHio hx crpauiHbix npeACKa3aHHH. 
HapoA porrra;i. B Cy3ax Ha yjmuax c nJianeM npocrrHpajiH 
pyKH k uapio c npocbGoH He TporaTb CbiHOBefi, MyjKen, ot- 

UOB. HeAOBO^bCTBO npOHHK/IO BO JBOpeU,, HM OKa3aJIHCb 

3axBaneHbi BbicuiHe caHOBHHKH. CaM 6paT uapa ApTa6aH 
6b\Ji npoTHB noxoAa h oiroBapHBaji flapHH. 

Uapb ocra^cji HenpeK^OHHbiM. npoponoB oh sejien 
cxBaTHTb h pacnjiTb Ha mHTax, paccraBHB hx no AOporaM 
h Ha yjinuax. Tpex caTpanoB, noKpOBHTejibCTBOBaBiuiix 
npoponaM h ceflBiuHx CMyTy, npHBe3jiH b Cysbi, npHKOBaH- 
hwmh k Ko^ecHHi;aM. Hx, BMecre c ceMbio ApyrHMH uape- 
ABOpuaMH, 6pocH^H b ^bBHHbiH poB. Uapb 3aCTaBH.TI secb 
ABop h 6paTa CBoero ApTa6aHa CMOTpeTb, KaK 3Bepw Tep- 
3a/iH npOTHBHHKOB ero bojih. B HapOAe TO>Ke np0H3BeAeHbi 
6bijiH H36HeHHji. Ka>KAbiH AeHb npoHocw^H no y;iHuaM bot- 
KHyTbie Ha Konba pyKH, Horn, to^obw Tex, kto ocMejiHBa^ca 
rwaicaTb h npocHTb uapa H36aBHTb ot noxoAa cbohx 

6JIH3KHX. 

Me>KAy TeM, iiijih Boftcica ot Emm-a, JIhbhh h CnpHH, 
Tjwyjmcb oTpaAW ot xope3MHHu,eB h corAHHueB, ot apMe- 
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HHHu,eB h KacnneB. MeA-neHHbiMH noTOKaMH B^HBajiHCb ohh, 
Kan b lunpoKyK) peicy, b uapcicyio Aopory, THHyBuiyiocs ot 
Cy3 Ha CapAw. B Cy3bi Ka>KAbiH ACHb BcrynajiH BoficKa m c 
uiyMOM npoxoAHJiH Mepe3 ropoA- Flo Mepe hx npnGbiTHH po- 
noT CTHxa^, rojioBbi noHHicajiH h BCKope HaA crojiHueH 
Bea;ia, noAO^Ho ropaneMy BeTpy nycrbiHH, OAHa cmia, oAHa 

bojih — >Ke^e3Han bojih uapa. 

Ho AapHH xoTe^ CJibimaTb cy>KAeHHe yMHefiiuHX, xoth 

H KOBapHeHUIHX H3 CBOHX Gflyr THpaHOB 3JI.HHHCKHX TO- 

Poaob, pacno^o>KeHHbix no a3HaTCKOMy no6epe>KbK). Ohm 

6bIJIH BbI3BaHbI B Cy3bl. 

CoBeTbl HX 6b!JIH pa3^HMHbI. OAHH, TflrOTHBUIHeCH 

B^aCTbio uapa, BTaHHe paAOBajwcb ero 6*e3yMHOMy npeA- 
npHHTHK) h ropjmo coBeTOBajiH npOAOJmaTb 3aAyMaHHoe. 
Ohh HaAeHJiHCb Ha rw6e^b ero b noxoAe. Ho mmjictckhh th- 
paH Thcthsh 3aAaji Bonpoc: H3BecrH0 m uapio, mto6w oh, 
THCTH3H, noAasaji KorAa-HH6yAb cobct, kjiohhbuihhch He 
ko 6jiary uapn? JlapHH npH3Haji, hto 3Toro eme He 6biJio. 
TorAa Thcthsh npeA-noxcHJi HeiyieA-neHHo 0TKa3aTbCji ot 
noxoAa. 

Tw HAeuib, uapb, b CTpaHy, o kotopoh MHp ao chx 
nop HHnero He 3HaeT. H3BecrHo Jimiib, hto OHa Heo6-b5iTHa, 
KaK Mope, h Taicafl >Ke nycTbiHHaa. Kanne (5oraTCTBa xo- 
Hemb tw nonepnaTb TaM? 3aBoeBaB ee, Tbi He yKpacnuib 
CBoero BeHi;a h He npHo6*peTeuib hobmx cjiyr. HapoA, Ha- 
cawnomHH ee, hhiuhm h ahkhh, oh He crpoHT jkhjihuj, m He 
npnyMHO>KaeT <5oraTCTB HeycTaHHbiM TpyAOM, ho, noAoSHO 
cyxoiwy ^Hcry, roHHMOMy BeTpOM, 6poAHT no CBoefi 3eMJie 
h nnTaeTCH rpa6e>KOM ny>KHX crrpaH. Ero m tm xoneuib no- 
KopHTb? 3HaH, hto crpaHa Ta OTAeJieHa ot tbohx BJiaAe- 
hhm 6ypHbiM rioHTOM h TpyAHo AOCTynHa. BouieAuiee TyAa 

BOHCKO nOABeprHeTCJI MHOrHM (ViyHaHHOCTflM H TflrOTaM. 

Hepa3yMHo 3aBOAHTb ero TaK Aa^eKo ot poahwx ce^eHHH. 
flapHft AOJiro MOJina^, noTOM nporoBopn^ b pa3AyMbH: 

Tw MyAp, rHCTHSH, ho b Te6e roBopHT rpeic. 3 He 
yBepeH, tboh jih co6crBeHHbiH ro^oc aibiiuy h^h nwioc HaA- 
MeHHwx a(|)HHflH, onyTbiBaionnix Moe hmh ceTbio jokh h 
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6o$imHXC5i, KaK 6u a He cran TBepAofi Horofi Ha cJ)paKHM- 
ckom 6epery? Ho stot AeHb npHAeT h oneHb cicopo. 

C 3thmh crioBaMH uapb OTnycmn THpaHOB, npHKa3ae 
hm BepHyTbCH Ha Boc<J)op, r^e co6*Hpa*cfl $j\ot h cxpoH^CH 
caMbifi (Sojibiuoft moct, KorAa-JinGo bhachhwh Me^OBene- 
ctbom. UapcKaa Aopora, npoAOJiaceHHafl ot CapA ao Boc- 
4>opa, noABeAena 6bma k caMOMy Mocry. Ilo Hen AeHb h 
HOHb twin BoficKa, CKanjiMBaBiiiHecji Ha a3HHCKOM no6e- 
pe>Kbe. 



VI 



OAHa>KAbi no KOpa6j\nM caMyMOM npoiu/ia Becrb o npH- 
6biTHH uapfl. Konbfl h uuieMbi 3acBeTiviHCb 3aHCKHBaiouj,HM 
(wiecKOM, TbiCHHH rvia3 oCpaTH^HCb Ha 6eperoBbie xojimm, 3a 

KOTOpblMH B TeMeHHe AHfl M HOMH OTAMX&fl /UpHH OT nyTH. 

PaHO yTpOM ero hochjikh, noAodHbie 6ojibuiOMy marny, no- 

flBHJIHCb HaA B0C(|)0p0M. 

Hhkoacm, ApeMaBuiHH Ha uiKype, 6bui pa36yaceH peBOM 

Tpy6, 3BOHOM IU.HTOB H B3pbIBOM A^CJITKOB TbICflH FOJIOCOB, 

HapacraBUJHX c KajKAUM MrHoseHHeM. OrpoHHbie rpeKH, 
3aKHHyB b He6o KOCMaTbie rpe6HH ul/icmob, noTpjica^H opy- 
%HeM, MaxajiH pa3Hou,BeTHbiMH TKaHHMH. Bee 6bi;iH o6pa- 
meHbi b Ty CTOpOHy t rAe H3 paciuejiHHbi xojimob MeA^ieHHo 
BbiTeKa^ CBepKaioiuH^ noTOK h KOJibixaJioi #pkhh, KaK ruia- 

Mfl, 6a^AaXHH. OCTaHOBHBUIHCb KOpOTKOe BpeMH Ha B03BHI- 

lueHHH, oh rpy3HO noruibiji BAOJib 6epera. CTOJio'bi CHHeea- 
Toro AWMa noAHfl^HCb c KopaSjiefi, HanojiHHH Boc<|>op apo- 
MaTOM KypeHHfi. 

B 3tot ACHb ,ZJapHfi xoTeji BHAeTb Mope. 

ErO 6a^AaXHH BHeCJIH Ha 60JIMU0ft (|)HHHKHHCKHft KO- 

pa6jib, noAHHBiuHfi KpacHbie h wenTbie napyca. Boc<})opy 
cwHy noHTa — npHKa3aHO 6btjio 6epe)KHO hccth Tpnapy 
uapa uapefi noA crpaxoM rHeBa h Kap noBejiHTa/ra BcejieH- 

HOfi. Uapb OTWlbUl B COnpOBOKAeHHH MHOJKeCTBa KO- 

pa&ieft. 

TaM, rAe BbicoKaa cicajia c 6ejieK>mHM xpaMOM Ha sep- 
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iiiHHe crepejKeT bxoa b Boc^op, rae OTKpbiBaeTCfl bcmhwh 
rioHT, oh comeji c KOpa6jiji h noAHjuica Ha ropy. 

Mope Bcra^o nepeA hhm ctchoh pacnjiaB^eHHoro ojio- 
Ba. Uapb BnepBbie bhagji FIoht. 3axBa4eHHbifi ero Mom,bK> 
h 6jiecK0M, oh xoTefl Ha3BaTb ero cbohm 6paTOM, ho omyrHB 
paBHOAyuJHoe AbixaHHe, 6wji o6nyaeH h o6paTHjicfl k A3y- 
4>epHy c BonpocoM — aoctohh jih I~Ioht cwHTaTbCH paBHbiM 
napio? Otbct A3y(|)epHa noTOHyji b B03MymeHHbix B03r;ia- 
cax npHABopHbix: 

Hhhto He MoateT 6biTb paBHbiM Te6e, BJiaAbiKa. 
Aaxce OKeaH. Mope tboM pa6 — TaKofi ace, KaK mm. He mh- 

JIOCTHBOrO CJIOBa, HO 6Hna AOCTOHHO OHO. 

UapiO nOABHHy^H BblCOKOe KpeCJIO H3 CJIOHOBOfi KOCTH 

h xopoM yMOJiajw He crojrrb nepeA Hohtom. 

Ces Ha TpoH, XUpHH AO^ro pa3AyMbiBaji — cAejiaTb jih 
rioHT caTpanoM hjih ocraBHTb b HHOie noABJiacrHbix BJia- 
Awk? Oh yKe Hameji ero CKynHbiM h xoTeji yfiTH. TorAa 
B3op ero, 6jiy>KAaBiuHH no ropH30HTy, o6paTHJica noA Horn 

h Ha cKaTepTH Mopa 3aMeTHJi npojieTaBiuyio denocHOK- 
Hyio nTHuy. Oh noAajica BnepeA h ocrajicfl HenoABHMCHbiM. 
Odo^bCTHTe^bHaji 6e3AHa FIoHTa oTKpbuiacb eMy b stot 
MHr. OHa 6biJia noAo6Ha to njieceHH 6p0H3bi, to Hrpajia 
nepe^HBaMH nepJiaMyTpa, npHHHMajia (JjHOJieTOBbin, noHTH 
MepHbifi oTreHOK. B (JeJibix TOHKax, BcnbixHBaBuinx Ha no- 
BepxHocTH, uapb yraAbiBa^ 6aKJiaHOB h ajibGaTpocoB, B3Jie- 

XaBUJHX H BHOBb CaAHBIHHXCfl Ha BOJIHbl. CaMblfi UjyM BOJIH 

AOJieran, KaK neHHe Myxn. 

TaK CHAeji flapHH, noKa cojiHue He CKJiOHHJiocb h Mope 
He noTeMHejio. 

CBHTa MOJinajia. TojibKo A3y(|)epH, CMacTJiHBbifi HeAaB- 
hhm BHHMaHHeM uapa, peiuHJica 3aroBopwTb, ho npH nepBbix 
yne cjiosax ,Hapnft 3HaK0M Bejieji c6pocHTb ero co CKajibi. 
PacnjiacrraBiiJHCb OAe>KAaMH, caTpan thxo nonjibiji b Teiw- 
HeiomyK) Jia3ypb. 

.UapHH Bcran, KorAa owiHua He 6biJio. Mope cbhhuobo^ 
CTeHofi ynnpajiocb b 6jieAHoe He6o h uapb omymn ero, KaK 
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Aopory b HeH3BecrHoe. I~IoA03BaB rHCTHSH, oh yna3aji Ha 

ropM30HT. 

— Mto TaM? 

TaM MpaK H CKH(|>bI. 

Kor^a oh cnyCTH^ca co cK<uifai, ropevm SBesAU, MepHbie 
Ba^w Hecrw ujyMHbie BecrH H3 HeseAOMbix crpaH. 

B30hah Ha Kopa6^b, uapb mh^octhbo npHHsui IIoht b 
hhcjio cbohx onyr, 6pocHB b bojihm 30JiOTyio AHa^eMy. 



vn 



ApAHC Macro 6biBaji Ha Tpnape, nun KHnpCKoe bhho, 
en AOporne HCTBa h MHoro 6ojrraji. Oh oniicaji pacno.no- 
»ceHHe fyjiora, BnepeAH, 6;iH>Ke k IloHTy, nocTaBjieHbi th- 
me^oBecHbie (})HHHKHHCKHe neHT3pw, yKpen^eHHbie MHoace- 
ctbom jiKopeH h KaiweHHbix rvibio*. Ohh nocraBjieHbi TaK, 

MT06bl CBOHMH KOpnycaMH 3aiUHmaTb OCTa^bHOH (|)JIOT OT 
BOA, HAyiUHX C MOpH. Ha HHX MHOPO BOHHOB, HO OHH TaK 
TpOM03AKH, MTO HM HyMCHO He MeHbllie Maca, HT06bI CHHTbCJI 

c aKopyi. OcrajibHbie Kopa6jm b coctojihhh 6yAyT pa3Bep- 
HyTbCH nocvie Toro, KaK ABMHyrca nepeAHHe p^Abi. 4>jiot 
3anepT MeMCAy moctom h (J>hhhkhhckhmh rHraHTaMH. JUmib 
HecKo^bKO He6ojibuiHX cyAOB MoryT cbo6*oaho ABHraTbca no 
OTKpbiTOH cepeAHHe npojiHBa. 

HHKOAeM, nooie yxoAa jiHAHHua, Beneji noAHHTb Bee 
flKopa h AepacaTbCfl Ha oahom hocobom. Becna, ytfpaHHbie 
BHyTpb, CHOBa BbiABHHy^H HanojioBHHy H3 okoh, a rpeduoB, 
OTAbixaBiuHx b OTAeJibHOM noMemeHHH, npHKOBaJIH k Bec- 
jiaM. Mx xopouio KopMHJiH, AaBa;iH mhco, pw6y, bhho, ho 
ohh aojdkhh 6bum cnaTb, chah Ha ocaMbjix, h (5biTb toto- 
BbiMH b jik)6oh MOMeHT HanaTb pa6oTy. FIa^y6HoR npHCJiyre 
po3Aa^H MeTaTWibHoe opy>KHe, a Ha Hocy h Ha Kopjwe no- 
crraBH^H CHapHAW, BbiSpacbiBaBUJHe rycrbie nynKH crpeji h 

KOnHH. 

OAHamAbi ApAHC, eABa ycneB BCKOMHTb Ha najiy6y, 
craft, 3ax^e6biBaacb, paccKa3biBaTb o uapcKOH Tpy6e, npH- 
Be3eHHofi Ha a3HaTCKHft 6eper h nocTa&vieHHOH y BxoAa Ha 
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MOCT. 3TO 30/IOTOe HyAOBHlUe, TpHAUaTH JIOKTefi b ajih- 

Hy. B ee OTBepcrMe b BHAe pa3Bepcrofi nacTH JibBa npoxo- 
AHJia KOJiecmma, 3anpa>KeHHafl neTBepKOH. TiiaAKO OTnojiH- 
poBaHHbie He^pa 3aropa/iHCb ot Majiefiiiiero nyna. TeMHbiM 
n/iaMeHeM. Ha oahom ee 6oKy H3o6pa>Kajiocb B33TMe uapeM 
BaBHJiOHa, Ha ApyroM — y6HHCTB0 JlacecMepAHca. Tpy6nji 

B Hee OAHH MeJIOBeK, HO 3ByK, Bbl-fieTaBIUHH H3 JlbBHHOH 

nacTH, coTpacan ropw h nosepra^ Ha 3eMJiK> jhoach. ripn- 
6biTHe Tpy6w o3Hanajio npn6;iH>KeHHe ahh nepenpaBbi 

BOHCK. O TOM Hte CBHAeTCTCbCTBOBa^O B03ABH>KeHHe Ha 

4)paKHHCK0M depery y BxoAa Ha moct AByx KaMeHHbix 

CT3JIJI, H3pe3aHHbIX rpeHeCKHMH H aCCHpHHCKHMH nHCbMCHa- 
MH C OnHCaHHeM COdblTHH, B MeCTb KOTOpOrO B03ABHrHyT 

moct, a TaiOKe c o6o3HaneHHeM hmch uapa h CTpoHTe/w 

Mocra MaHApoKJia. Ha Mocry, B03Jie nepHJi, nocraBHJiH bm- 

cokhh nocraMeHT rji% ApHapaMHa, Ha3HaneHHoro oieAHTb 

3a nepenpaBOH. ^pyrofi, npoTHB Hero, npeAHa3HanajiCH AJW 
MaHApoKJia. 

M AeHb Hacr&n. 

KaK TOJIbKO BepiUHHbl (})paKHHCKHX cna^ BCnblXHyjlH 

KpacHbiM CBeTOM, pa3AaJicji rpoMonoAo6HbiH peB uapcKofi 
Tpy6bi, OTHero pa(5bi b Tpnapax iioah5uih arcan, a hohhh- 
CKHe kohh, copBaBuiHCb c npHBH3H, no(5eK&nH no (5epery. 
KorAa kohhhjich ee coKpyuiHT&nbHbiH rpoM, AecflTb nap 6e- 
-nbix bojiob, 3anpHKeHHbix b n;iaT(})opMy, Ha KOTopofl oHa 
crofljia, TpoHyjiHCb. Ha a3HaTCKOM 6epery noKa3ajiwcb ro- 

Jiy6bie pflAW OAeJKA, BbiuiHTbix 30jiotom. 3to iiijih nflTHaA- 
u,aTb TbiCHH 6eccMepTHbix c 6^ecrjimHMH oSpynaMH Ha ro- 
JioBax. Ohh bhxoahjih, noAO^HO CBepKaiomefl Memye Apa- 
Kona — 3a ronytfbiMH iiijih 3e^eHbie, 3a 3ejieHbiMH — 
po30Bbie. Boc(J)Op 3BeHe^ ot jiHKyiom,Hx B03rjiacoB. Bcrynafl 
Ha <J)paKHHCKHH 6eper, 6eccMepTHbie ropcrflMH xsaTa^H 
3eM^w h KJiajiH ce6e 3a na3yxy. Floc/ie hhx Ha moct BcrynH- 
Jia pa33o^0HeHHaa TOJina, a HaA Hero, yTonaa b cyrpoSax 
6eJibix onaxaji, ropofi B3AbiMajic» 6ajiAaxHH, noKpbiBaBmHH 
mecrepKy kohch, 3anpHHteHHbix b KOJiecHHuy. TaM, bmcoko, 
c KonbeM b pyKe chacji uapb, ho H3-3a MHoacecTBa 3HaMeH 
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m onaxavi ero eABa mo>kho 6bijio BHAeTb. Pa6aM, rvia3eBLUHM 

b y3KHe oKHa Tpnsp, Ka3a^ocb, hto no MOCTy ABHHCeTCfl 
xpaM c cypoBbiM 6o>KecTBOM BHyTpH. 3a hhm iiuia KOJiec- 

HHUa C BeHHbIM OrHeM H 0003, 3aK^K>MaBUlHM ABeHaAUSTb 
TbiCflH KOpOBbHX KO>K C 3anHCaHHOH Ha HHX CBJUUeHHOH ABe- 
CTOH. riOTOM OnHTb pa3H0U,BeTHbie pflAbl 6eCCMepTHblX. 

KorAa noTHHy^HCb kjictkh Ha CKpHnynnx noB03Kax, no Boc- 
(})opy nponaTH^cji ryji crpaxa h bocxhiuchha — 3a Mcene3- 

HblMH npyTbflMH B3AbIMaJlHCb Morynne CnHHbl H MOpAbI 

3Bepefi. Hh oahh uapb He B03HJi b hoxoa TaKoro KOJiHnecTBa 
/ibBOB. Be&m 6ohkh c boaoh H3 3a6a, noTOMy mto Apyrofi 
BOAw nepcHACKHe uapH He nn;iH; aMqbopbi c cojibio H3 pyA- 
hhkob AMMOHHyMa, noTOMy hto Apyrofi cojih ohh He BKy- 
uja^H; KO.necHHu.bi c uapcKHM Boopy^ceHHeM, oaokaoio, 
yTBapbio h npnnacaMH, mieTKH c nTHuaMH h o6e3bflHaMH. 

riOTOM Be3JIH >KHBblX cepH H KaGaHOB A-"« uapcKOH KyXHH, 

BHHa, njiOAw, 6^aroBOHH5i, Macna a-nh HaTHpaHHfi. riocjieA- 

HHMH UI/IH nOB03KH C HaJIOJKHHUaMH U.apfl. 

KorAa moct onycreji, Ha oahoh H3 BepiiiHH <})paKHH- 
CKoro 6epera 3Be3Aofi 3acBe™ncfl 30JiOToft TpoH flapHfl. I~Io- 
KaTOCTH xojiMa, ryero ycraB^eHHbie uapeABopuaMH h 6ec- 
cMepTHbiMH b AoporHx OAe>KAax, nepe^HBa^HCb, Kan pH3bi. 
M KorAa AapHfi ceji Ha csoe Mecro, Eoc<})op onaTb coApor- 
Hy^cji ot 3Byna uapcKOH Tpy(5bi. C a3HaTCKoro 6epera xjiw- 

HyJI nOTOK KOHHHU.bl. 3t0 (5bIJIH JIHAHHUbl. flapHH He AOBepflJI 

^HAH^uaM, ho j\\o6nji hx KOHHHuy. rieTyiuHHbie rpe6HH uuie- 
mob, 30^oto 3acrre>KeK h 6pacneTOB, KpynHbie KO^bua b 

yiliaX AG-naJIH JIHAHfiCKHX BCaAHHKOB CaMblMH HapflAHblMH 

bo BceM bohckc EjiaroBOJieHne JXapm k hhm 6hino Tan ee- 
.riHKo, hto oh He pacepAH^cs, KorAa ohh, BonpeKH npHKa- 
3aHHio hath uiaroM no Mocry, noHecnncb bo Becb onop, 
HaK^OHHB ueeTHCTbie ApeBKH Konnw. Oh jicho cjibiuiaji ry;i- 
Kyio Apo6b hx KonbiT no KeApoBOMy HacrHJiy, BHAe^, KaK 
MaHApoKJi b y>Kace 3ajviaxan pynaMH, a ApnapaMH noTpacaji 
HaBCTpeny BcaAHHKaM o6Ha>KeHHbiM mchom. TojibKO KorAa 
Ha CMeHy hm BbicrynHJiH 6o;iee CAepwaHHbie khjihkhhum, 
hx yAajiocb ocraHOBHTb h 3acrraBHTb hath maroM. JlHuieH- 
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Hbie B03M0>KHOCTH 6jieCHyTb yAaJIbK), OHH BMCTaBJIJUIH Ha- 

noKa3 OTAe^aHHoe opyacHe h cGpyio, rapuoBa^H, noAHHMa;iH 
KOHefl Ha Afei6bi, OTMero Ha cepeAHHe Mocra bo3hhioio 3a- 

MeiUaTeJIbCTBO H HCCKOJIbKO MeJIOBeK 6bIJlH npOKOJIOTbl ko- 

nbHMH. 

3a KHJiHKHMuaMH BaviH-na 6e^ocHe>KHaji rvibiSa apaBH- 
t»h, yrpioMo CHAeBuiHX Ha npeKpacHbix kohhx. Ohh iimih 
ao nojiyAHfl h noaie nojiyAHg. 3a hhmh 6aKTpHHu,bi, 3a 
6aKTpHHuaMH carapAM, capaHrHHUbi, napcj)bi h, HaKOHeu,, 
nepcw. 3aKyTaHHbie b TeMHO-KpacHbie oAexcAbi co mhojkc- 

CTBOM CKJiaAOK, B nbHUHOCTH KOTOpblX TepflJIHCb MeMH, KOJI- 

naHbi, AaMce iuhtm, ohh TjmyjiHCb oco6eHHO AOJiro. Co;iHu,e 
CK^OHH^ocb k 3aKaTy, a Ha moct Bcryna;iH HOBbie Maccw 
BcaAHHKOB. Boccjjop norpym&ncfl b cyMpaK. 

,HapHK) xoTe^ocb ocrraHOBHTb Ha HOMb mecTBHe, Aa6w 
c HacryruieHHeM yTpa hm onaTb jno6*OBaTbCfl, He nponycTHB 
hh oAHoro OTpjiAa, ho ero y6eAHJiH, hto sto 3aTHHyjio 6bi 
nepenpasy Ha nHTHaAnaTb AHefi. riepexoA npOAOJi>Ka;!CH. 
BcaAHHKH 3ajKMH nymcH cyxofi TpaBbi, apico h AOJiro ropes- 
iiiHe. Hepe3 Bocc})op ycrrpeMHJiacb orHeHHaa peKa. PaauiaB- 
jieHHofi MeA*>K) TeK;ia OHa c a3HaTCKoro 6epera h Tepjuiacb 
b ymejibax npOTHBonoJio>KHOH cropOHbi. 



VIII 



Hhkoacm bck> HOMb He cnaji ot myMa h TonoTa. rioA- 
HHMaacb c .noma, BHAeji ABMHtymweoi orHH, rycrbie Maccw 
kohhhkob h cjibiiuaji ryji, noAo6HbiH rpoMy. A yTpoiw, KorAa 
CHOBa B30iueji Ha Kopjviy, nepeA hhm -nmyjiacb Bee Ta >Ke 
BepeHHua KOHHoro BoficKa. Tenepb no Mocry ujjih nepubie 

BCaAHHKH B KOpOHaX H3 CTpeJI. JI6bI H TpHBbl KOHefi TaiOKe 

6bijin yKpaiueHbi TOpnamHMH crpe^aMH. 

Hhkoacm 6biJi 3axBaneH 6;iecKOM mecTBHs, ho He xotck 
b 3tom co3HaTbca. Oh BceMH CHJiaMH B036y>KAaji b ce6e 
rHeB, npOK/iHHaji BapBapCKoe BejiHHHe uapfl, npH3biBafl no- 
30p Ha rojiOBbi HapOAOB, AonycrHBUJHx TOp>KecTBo rpySofi 
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chjiu. HeM eo^biue o6Hapy*HBajiacb mouu> Aapwa, TeM apo 
crHee BbiKpHKHBa^ oh npowKiTHSi. BraSiie oh He mop He 

C03HaTbC» ( HTO a(}>HHCKHe BCaAHHKH, BH A eHHbie MM OAHaJKA" 

b noxoAe h raK noHpaBHBWHeca e M y — Kama* ropcrb b 

Cp^BHeHHH C JiaBHHOH nepCHACKOH KOHHHUbl. 

3a KOHHbIM BOHCKOM OieAOBaJIH BOHHbl HE Bep6jIK>A 

c A^HHHbiMH Konb5iMH. riepeA moctom Bep6jiK)Abi nOAHH^lH 
peB, n^TH^HCb h *o>KH;iHCb H a seMJiio. HeKoxopbie noSeataJiM 
npoHb, ho 3<})eccKHe KonbeHOCUbi BCrpeTHJiH hx omeTHHHB 

UIHMHCSI PJ1A3MH H CHOBa OTTeCHHJIH K MOCTy. flapHH He 

jik>6hji Bep6^iOAOB; oh xopouio iiomhiui, Kan b 6htbc c Ca 
K aMH yiuui c Bep6jno>Kbero rop6a h nepea Hero nepecKOMHJiw, 
eABa He pacrorrraB, neTbipe ApoMaAepa. Bckohhb Ha Horn, 
oh AOJi*eH <5biJi b TyMax nujiH 6e*aTb BMecTe c 6e3o6pa3- 
HbiMH khbothwmh, noica He nofiMa* Bpaxcecicyio JiomaAb. 
ByAyMH npHHjiT 3a HenpHflTe^bCKoro BcaAHHKa, nyAOM cnac- 

C* OT A^IHHHblX KOnHfi C06CTBCHHbIX BOHHOB. Oh npHKa3aJI, 

MTodbi Bep6^iOAbi uijih 6biCTpee, ho ero ynpocnjiH He ycKO- 
pjiTb ABHxteHHH. Bep6jnoAbi h 6e3 Toro uijih rycroH MaccoH, 
xecHH KpaviHHx k nepHJiaM HacrojibKO, mto BcaAHHKH c bw- 
coTbi rop6oB 6o«3jihbo nocMaTpHBajiH Ha bojihu Boc<|)opa. 
Uapio npHiii;iocb TepnenHBo cjiyuia-rb Bep6jno>KHH pee h 

3BOH KOJlOKOJIbHHKOB. 

KorAa noc/ieAHHH ApoMaAep crynHJi Ha 4>paKHHCKHfi 
6eper, noica3amiCb Be^HKOJieiiHbie cjiohm c 6aniH5iMH, noji- 
HbiMH bohhob h opy>KH5i. BjiaAbiica na-rranjibi OAe^ hx ao- 

pOrHMH nOKpblBa^aMH, BbI30JIOTHJI KJIblKH H TipHCJiaJI ^apHK> 

B 3HaK JIH)6bH. MX npHBeTCTBOBaflH peBOM uapCKOH Tpy6bi. 

3sepH Hcnyra^HCb. riepeAOBoft cjioh AOJiro He pemanc* cry- 
nHTb Ha KeApoBbifi won. FloHyicaeMbiH BOAHTeneM, oh 3aTpy- 
6hji h nycTH^cyi, hto 6buio chjiu. 3a hhm noMHa-riHCb Bee 
nHTbAecHT oiohob. TyHHKa Ha MaHApoKJie B3M0KJia. Bne- 
paiiJHHH rajion jihahhucb, AHKaji Heo6y3AaHHocTb Bep6jno- 
aob — AOCTaBHJiH eMy He Majio onaceHHH. KorAa ace rjibi6bi 
cjiohob, iioao6ho 3eM^eTpaceHHK), 3arpeMeJiH no HacrHJiy, 
CTpoHTejiio noKa3ajiocb, 6yAT0 6a;iKH, CKpenjieHHbie ncejie- 
30m, pacxoAaTca h moct pacnoji3aeTca Ha Macro. HyAOBHuia 
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npoHocHjiHCb McnHHAMH, c (SaujeH cbina^HCb crpejibi h Apo- 
tmkh h iwiOHbflMH jieTe^a Aoporaa 6axpoMa nonoH. 

Ha CMeHy oiOHaM iu.no Ko^ecHHMHoe bohcko. Kohh, bh- 



KpameHbie b orHeHHO-KpacHbin, jiHJioBbiH, chhhh h 3ejienbiH 
UBeTa, noAHHMa^HCb Ha Ai»i6bi. rieHa crpaycoBbix nepbeB 
3ax^ecTHyjia moct. KojiecHHUbi 6biJiH AaBHHiUHen jnoSoBbio 
AapHH. TpOMbixaHHe mhahhckhx h nepcHACKHx, n^aBHbifl 
6er erHneTCKHx, cepe6po accHpHHCKHx, KpacHoe AepeBO 

HyAeHCKHX, 30JI0T0 H CJIOHOBaH KOCTb BaBHJIOHCKHX nOAHH- 

MajiH ero Ayx h 3a>KHra^H HeyKpOTHMbiM orHeM bohhu. Ohh 
uijih eecb ACHb h Becb AeHb B30p uapa He oTpbisajicfl ot oia- 
AOCTHoro 3pejiHiua. Oh He OMpanHJica Aaate, KorAa Ha Mocry 
B03HHioia AaBKa. BywBo/ioBbi xboctm, yKpamaBiiiHe nepn.ua, 

6pOCHJIO BeTpOM B MOpAbI rOpHHHM KOHHM. KOHH UiapaXHy- 

jiHCb, Bo^OHa 3anyTaBiuerocji B03HHuy. 06a 6epera Apor- 
HyjiH ot BOCKJiHuaHHH, KorAa pocKouiHo ySpaHHan neTBepica, 

C 3KHna>KeM H JIIOAbMH, OnpOKHHyB HeCKO^bKO KOJieCHHU H 

pa3JioMaB nepH^a Mocra, uiyMHO ynajia b BooJ)op. 

K Benepy na CMeHy KO^ecHHuaM BbicrynnjiH neiuHe 
BoficKa. Ohh BbrreicajiH H3 yme^bfl jieHTOH rycTOH nepHoft 
KpoBH, co 3ByKaMM, noxoKHMH Ha n;iaH h rpy6bifl xoxot. 
KorAa ohh OMyTHJiHCb Ha Mocry, rpeKH, ctohbuihc Ha ko- 
pa6jwx, 3aTKHy^H yuiH ot HecrepnHMoro CKpetfceTa bo^m- 
hok, CEHpejiefi h 6apa6aHOB. To 6buiH nepcbi — no6eAHTejw 
BcevieHHOH. C nwinHbiMH 6opoAaMH h BOJiocaMH, cnaAaBiiiH- 
mh ao njieq, ohh Ka3&nHCb co6paHHeM uapefi. Ohh uijih bcio 
HOHb h Becb oieAytoiUHH AeHb, a noTOM no Mocry 3acryMa^H 
AepeBjiHHbie KOTypHbi 4>pHrHHueB h nHCCHAHHU,eB. CneAO- 
saBuiHe 3a hhmh jimkhhum BoopyaceHbi 6binvi TOJibKO khh- 

HC&naMH H KpHBMMH MCHaMH. 

He cnaBuiHH TpeTbio HOHb Hhkoacm eaceMHHyTHO Bcra- 
bsui c Jioaca. BbiKpHKH Ha HenoHjiTHbix »3biKax, ryji, noxo- 
>khh Ha uiyM ropHOH peKH, MHOKecrrBo orHeH h crpauiHaji 
TO^ma JHOAefi, Ba^HBiuaji no Mocrry, criHBajiHCb b 6peA0BbiH 

COH. YTpOM OH H3HeM0)KAeHHbIH, c no3eneHeBiiiHM JIH- 

UOM — cMOTpen uiecTBHe crpOHHbix apMeHHHu,eB b uiJieAiax 
H3 npyTbes h b KpacHbix canorax c bhcokhmh Ka6jiyKaMH. 



^ 
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Tpw aha h TpH hohm uiah neuiHe BOMCKa. KocMaTbie 
6aKTpbi b GapaHbHX uianicax, nepHbie Hy6HHUbi c ynpyrHMH, 
Kan npy>KHHa, BOJiocaMH, AapHftubi h naKTbi c npo<J)HJiHMH 
xniuHbix riTHU. n^eMH rnpKaHOB BoopyweHb 6bi.no oahhmm 
Ay^HHaMH. O^HTaTe^H MHAa Hec/iH 6aM6yKOBbie najiKH, 3a- 
pji>KeHHbie KpoiueMHbiMH cTpenaMH, HanHTaHHbiMH CMepTO- 
hochwm haom; ohh Bbi6pacbiBa^HCb Ha Aa/ieKoe paccroaHHe 
oKarbiM B03AyxoM m nopawajiH Ha CMepTb. 

Hhkoacm yBHAe^ HapoAbi, o KOTopwx npe>KAe He no- 
A03peBa;i. OAHa>KAbi Ha moct BCTynn/io ruieMs b n/iamax h 
uj^eMax H3 HpKHx nepbeB, Boopy>KeHHoe AepeBHHHbiMH Me- 
MaMH. B Apyron pa3, BbiHAfl Ha KOpMy, oh yBHAe/i KOCMaTbix 
ruraHTOB, HanojiHflBuiHx Bocc|)op ryjiKHM TonoTOM. Pa6bi b 
rpH3pax 3aKpHMa^H npH BHAe hx HaJiHTbix KpOBbio jihu, c 
Ka6aHbHMH KJibiKaMH h BbinyqeHHbiMH nna3aMH, 6ejieBiiiHMH 
M3-noA nepHbix rpHB. To 6bi.io oaho H3 hhahhckhx iweAieH, 
BoeHHaa MyApocTb KOToporo 3aK.nK>H&nacb b ycrrpaiiieHHH 
Bpara cbohm bhcuihhm bhaom. Ha bwcokhx xoAyjiflx, CKpbi- 
BacMbix A^HHHbiM onaTbeM, b cBHpenwx Macxax h MOXHaTbix 

HaKHAKax, oho 06pama.no HenpHjrrejifl b 6ercrB0 oahhm no- 
5iBjieHHeM. j3,a>Ke npoHHuaTe^bHbie rpeKH, 6biCTpo noHjiB- 
wne xHTpocTb, HcnbiTbisajiH HeBo^bHbiH crpax. 3a HHMH 
meji HH3eHbKHH HapoAeu, npHruiiocHyTbiH k seMJie h, bmccto 

UIJieMOB, HOCHBUIHH UJHpOKHe 3eJieHbie 30HTHKH. UIjIH CaT- 

TarHTbi, raHAapHH, Ta6apeHbeHbi, iujih napHKaHbi h opTO- 
KopH6aHTbi» ManpoHbi h mocchhckh, <J>aMaHefiubi h cacrwpbi: 
ujjiH nJieMeHa rop, o6HTaTejiH nycTbiHb — nojiyrojibie h 
n^OTHO oAeTbie b BaTHbie 6poHH, cnajieHHbie jihbhhckhm 
co^HueM h 3acrry>KeHHbie BeTpaMH MpaHa; iiijih c 6*biHbHMH 
poraMH Ha m-ie/viax, c noABH3aHHbiMH BOJiHbHMH xBocra- 
mh; uijih KpacHBbie 6ejiOKypbie HapoAbi c newaTbio 6o>KecTBa 
Ha nejie h 3BeponoAo6Hbie t BbiuieAiiiHe H3 HeAp TapTapa: 

UIJIH 6e3 KOHUa, JIHJIHCb HeHCCJIKaeMbIM nOTOKOM. 
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Hhkoacm 6uj\ noAas^eH. THeB, KOTOpbin oh CTapajica 
noAAep>KMBaTb, iioaoo'ho CBjimeHHOMy orHio, asbho nponan. 
Bee npoKJiflTHji HCTomeHbi, Bee cjioBa HeroAOBaHHji cKa3aHbi. 
A nepcbi uijih, h KaacAbiH hobmh otpha mo^otom o6pyuiH- 
Banca eMy Ha rojioBy. EbiJia MHHyTa, hto oh, ynaB Ha jioace, 
xoTe^ BbinHTb cepe6p»HbiM anaBacrp c haom, BcerAa bh- 
ceBiuHH Ha rpyAH. 06oaphjich HeMHoro, KorAa Boficica koh- 

HMJIHCb H nOTflHy^HCb TblCflHH OCJIOB, MyjIOB H Bep6jIK)AOB 

c MexaMH BHHa, Kop3HHaMH (J>hhhkob, TK)KaMH cymeHoro 
Mjica h xjie6a. 3aHflTbifi hx co3epu.aHHeM, Hhkoacm AO-nro 
He 3aMena^ pa6a, npHuieAiuero AO/ioacHTb o npH6*biTHH He- 
3HaKOMu,a. 3aKyTaHHoro b n/iam npHiue^bu,a npHB&nn a 
ujaTep. TaM oh, oTKpbiB jihuo, BociuiHKHyji: 

^ocTOHHeMiueMy HHKOAeMy, oViaropoAHOMy h ao6"- 
jiecTHOMy npHBeT! TocnoAHH mom MHJibTHaA McejiaeT Te6e 

MHOrO JieT KH3HH H THXOH KOHHHHbl B CTapOCTH. Oh npOCHT 
BHHMaTeJIbHO OTHeCTHCb K npeAOCTepeJKeHHK), KOTOpOe » 

CAcnaio. Eiwy H3BecTHo, hto TawHa tboh npoAaHa KOBapHbiM 
jiHAHHueM 3a ABa Ta^aHTa, h Fhcthsh y>Ke oTAaji npnica3 
o 3aAepJKaHHH TBoero cyAHa. J1h6o 6em HeMeAJieHHO, jm6o 
AOBepbCH MoeMy rocnoAHHy: oh tboh Apyr, KaK BcerAa, h 
cyMeeT ynpbiTb ot npeoieAOBaTe^en. 

noCJiaHHblH npOH3HeC CBOK) peHb C HH3KHM FIOKJIOHOM 

h He 3aMeTHJi, KaK no6jieAHe^ Hmkoacm. Ho TOTnac ycjiw- 
iiia^ ero TBepAbift tojioc: 

CKa>KH MHJibTHaAy, hto, ecjiH yMHpaa, a 6yAy b 
coctohhhh npoH3HecTH Hbe-jiH6o hmh, to 3to 6yAeT ero 
hmh. Ho ocajKH raKJKe, hto Hhkoacm ao KOHu,a xoneT H3Be- 
AaTb nyTH o'opbo'bi pa3yMa c CHJiaMH TbMbi. 

Oh nepeAa^ CTaTysTKy Acj)HHbi nawiaAM b Aap Miuib-' 

THaAy, a noaiaHHOMy 3a Aoopyio ycjiyry — cepeGpjmyK) 
u,enb. 

He yenejia jioAKa nocyia otoRth ot Tpnspbi, KaK see 
TpH pflAa Beceji 6bum cnymeHM. JIioah 3aH$i;iH Mecra, co- 
nnacHO paHee no^yneHHbiM yKa3aHHHM, a oahh H3 pa6os 
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nooraBJieH Ha6.nK>AaTb 3a mhjictckhmh h xhocckhmh Kopa6- 

JlflMH. Ha HMX nOAHHMaHH HKOpfl H OTBfl3bIBa^H npHHa^bl, 

b TpioMax oibiiuajiCH jwiar ueneii, ho Becen b oKHax eme He 
6bMio. Hmkoacm noHHJi csoe npeHMymecTBo h npHKa3a^ py- 
6HTb KaHaT eAHHCTBeHHoro jncopa, Ha kotopom AepJK&nacb 
TpHapa. CyAHo B3AporHy^o, KaK ot To;iHKa, h ctsuio otxo- 
AHTb k Mocrry. 3to A^HJiocb HeCKCVibKO MrHOBeHHfi. riocne- 
AOBaji yAap Bece/i, Apyrofi, TpeTHfi. OTAOXHyBuiHe, xopomo 
noeBiiiHe pa6w rpe6;iH ycepAHO. Tpnapa, tohho npo6y$i 
CH.ny Hanopa boa, cnerica KOJie(5a^acb, noTOM Sbicrpo nouuia 
nocepeAHHe Boc(f)opa. TAe-TO 3aKpHHa^H, 3aTpy6H^H b poac- 
kh. ryji TpeBorH npoKaTHJica no BceMy (JwiOTy. Tpiwpa ruibi- 
;ia Me>KAy AByx creH icopa&ieft, najiy6bi KOTopwx HepHenH 
HapoAOM. Hhkto He noHHMan CMbiaia npoHCxoAflmero. Tojib- 

KO KOrAa MH^eTCKHe KOpa6jIH, CHJIBlIIHCb C flKOpefi, HSHaJlU 

noroHio, nycKaji awmobwc ctojiGm, HanoJiHaa Boc(})op Tpe- 
jihmh po>KKOB, rpeKH noH$uiH Tpe6oBaHHe — 3aAepHcaTb 
Tpn3py. Ho ohm He MorviH 6biCTpo CH»TbC5i c HKopeft h orpa- 
HHHH^HCb TeM, mto cbin&rcH TbicaMH crpe^, oTMero cyAHO npH- 

hhjio bha Kojnonero nyAOBHiua. 

Hhkoacm 3apaHee o^AyMaji iioapo6hocth 6erCTBa h 
Tenepb ysepeHHO uie^ CKB03b crrpOH BparoB. Mhjictah oh 
ocTaBHJi AaJieKO no3aAH, a ^hhhkhhckhc Kopa6;iH, no ero 
pacneTaM, He moitih ycneTb nperpaAHTb AOpory no npHHHHe 
TH>Ke^0BecH0CTH. Bee >Ke, eMy noKa3a^ocb, hto Kopa6e;ib- 

Hajl CTOflHKa TflHCTCJI 6eCKOHeHHO AOJ1PO. 

HpKo pacnHcaHHaa crpevia BOH3HJiacb b najiySy y ca- 
mhx Hor HHKOAeiwa. BoKpyr ApeBKa o6BHBa^ca nannpyc. 
3to 6biJio nHCbMo. 

«MyApoMy h Ao6^ecTHOMy HHKOAeMy H3 MHJieTa, Ap- 

Ahc — HeAOCTOMHbiH oiyra — m^eT npHBe-r! ^lyuia moh 

- npeHcno^HeHa jiio6bh k TBoeMy MyKecTBy h 6jiaropa3yMHK>, 

no3BO^HBniHM MHe 3apa6oTaTb nflTb TajiaHTOB. Tm Ao6pbifl 

ToproBeu h He ocyAHUib 3a to, mto h He 3axoTeji AOBOJib- 

CTBOBaTbC3 Tpeaw Ta^aHTaMH TaM, rAe MOMCHO nOJiyHHTb 

n$rn>. Ho h npOAaji Te(5a Fhcthsk) He paHbiue, nejw y6eAHJicji, 
hto Tbi HaroTOBe h MOKeujb b jiK>6yK) MHHyTy H36erHyTb 
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onacHocrH. MunbTHaaa H3Becnfji a. ,Ha CAe^aer rioceilAOH 
nyTb tboh rjiaace npocTbiHM h noKOHHee jioxca!» 

TpM3pa npw6jiH>Kajiacb k TOMy Mecry, r^e KOHnaJiacb 
CTOjiHKa (jwiOTa h CKB03b y3KHH npoxoA yate BHAHe^acb rnaAb 
Boc4>opa. Eiue ctq yAapoB Bec&n. B sto BpeMji, HeM3BecTHO 
OTKyAa noflBMBuiHHCji Kopa6;ib bmiuimji HaBCTpeny. 3a 
hhm — bhaho 6mjio — pa3BopaMHBa^acb orpoMHaa 4>mhh- 
KHHCKaa neHTapa. OnacHOCTb MejibKHyjia b cy3HBiiiHxcfl 
rjia3ax HHKOAeMa. Hacraji momcht cmcjimx pemeHHH. Oh 
Be^e^ rpecTH H30 Bcefi chjim HaBcrpeny cyAHy h, KorAa oho, 

npH6jlH3HBUIHCb, Aa^O 3HaK OCTaHOBHTbCfl, HanpaBHJI TpH- 

apy npjiMo Ha Hero. Bpar bbho He noHHMa^ ero HaMepeHHH. 
To;ibKO KorAa K0pa6;iH 6ujih hocom k Hocy h Tpnapa, no- 
Ao6ho nepenaxe, Bo6pa^a b ce6n Becria npaBoro 6opTa, Ha 
BpaacecKOM cyAHe AoraAa^HCb h c kphkom 3acyeTHJiHCb. Ho 
6mjio no3AHo. Kopa6;ib HHKOAeMa, npoHAfl BAO^b 6opTa 
npoTMBHHKa, c TpecKOM no;ioMa;i ero Beona. B to Ke BpeMfl 
HenpHHTe^b 6mji 3aKHAaH ApoTHKaMH h ycea;i na.ny6y y6n- 

THMH H paHeHblMH. MrHOBeHHOCTb MaHeBpa H ACp30CTb, c 

KOTopofi oh 6bin npeAnpHHBT Ha rvia3ax y scero (JwioTa, 
nopa3HJiH rpeKOB. Ohh nepecrrajiH o6cTpe;iHBaTb TpH3py h 
KAajiH, hto npOH30HAeT npH Bcrpene c (})hhhkhhckhm th- 
raHTOM, njiTb phaob neceji KOTOporo yace CBepKa^n b bo3- 
Ayxe, naK mynajibuw (})a^aHrH. 

ripw BHAe ynacTH, nocTHruieH nepBoe cyAHO, neHTspa 
H3roTOBH^acb k 6ok>, BbiCTpoHB Ha nany6e bohhob c MeTa- 
TenbHbiM opyMCHeM h co mwTaMH. RabiBji nocepeAHHe boa- 
Horo npocTpaHCTBa, 0Ha ocrraBmna HHKOAeiwy jiHiiib ysicyio 

AOpOry MeMCAy OAHHM H3 CBOHX 6opTOB H .JIHHHeH CTOflBUJHX 

Ha HKOpe Kopa6jien. BcrynHB TyAa, Tpnspa HeMHHyeMo 6m- 
Jia 6bi 3acbinaHa ApoTHKaMH c o6enx ctopoh. 

TorAa, no 3Haicy HHKOAeMa, ct&tih noAHHMaTb H3 Tpio- 
Ma y3KHe rviHHHHbie cocyAM h ycraHaB^HBaTb npHcnoco6jie- 
hhh c TOpnaiuHMH BBepx ynpyrHMH ctpokhhmh, Ha noAo6He 
oiohobmx xo6otob. 06a cyAHa Mna^HCb HaBcrpeny APyr 
Apyry co crpauiHOH CKOpocrbio. KorAa 6mjih Ha paccroflHHH 
nojieTa CTpenbi, c Tpnspbi naneTe/iH rviHHflHue aMcfmpbi. 
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Bo/ibiuHMH we^TbiMH HMu,aMH naAa^H ohh Ha neHT3py h Ha 
Kopao*/iH, croHBuiHe Ha AKopax, 3a^HBa» nany6bi naxynen 

HepHOH JKHAKOCTbK). QieAOM B3BH/1HC1> CTpeJIbl C rOpfllUHMH 

nyHKaMH Ha KOHuax. BpancecKHe cyaa BcnwxHyjiH. 3a6biB 
npo 6HTBy, juoah 6pocHjiHCb TyiiJHTb nowap, ho HepHaa 
jKHAKocTb nwjia^a Aawe Ha BOAe. A c Tpitapbi Cbin&nwcb 
HOBbie cocyAw, BbiGpacwBaeMbie ynpyrHMH xoooTaMH. 

B noAH5iBiijeHCfl cyMATHue cyAHO HHKOAeMa 6;iarono- 
jiyMHO npouiJio onacnoe Mecro. BbicraBHB Ha Hocy A-nHHHbifi 
uiecr c nbiJiaBiuefi wapoBHefi, oho rpo3H^o noA>KeHb Ka>K- 
Aoro, kto nocMeeT nperpaAHTb Aopory. Tenepb y«ce hhkto 
He Aep3a/i 3to CAeviaTb. Tpwspe no3BOJiHJiH bmhth 3a jimhhio 
ctohhkh (J)^OTa, rAe OHa noAHMia napyca h 6bi<rrpo ycxpe- 
MH^acb k Mopio. Ilo3aAH nbuiajiH Kopa6;iH, cyeTH^HCb .ioa- 
kh, a HaA xaocoiw MaMT 6jiecrej\a. no30JiOTa Mocra h cjiw- 
uiajica oaiHHbifi peB. 

K Benepy Tpnspa pa3pe3a/ia nepByio BOJiHy rioHTa. 
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B nAOOCE 



I 

MaHApoKJi nocTpOHJi He oahh, ho ABa Mocra. ^pyroH, 
pa3o6paHHbiw Ha nacTH h norpymeHHbiH Ha Kopad/iH, HaA- 
jiok&jio nepenpaBHTb nepe3 I~Ioht, noAHflTb no Hcrpy ao 
Ha3HaHeHHoro MecTa h co6paTb ko BpeMeHH npnxoAa TyAa 
bohck. Tenepb Kopa6.n$iM npHiujio BpeMH noKHAaTb Bocc|)op. 
IlyTb hx Jieataji BAOJib (f)paKHHCKoro no6epe>Kbfl. Ot xpaiwa 
3eBca-ypwo3a, croamero npH caMOM BbixoAe b FIoht, ohh 
nofiAyT Ha 3aicaT k KnaHencKHM cica^aM, KOTOpbie BnepBbie 
npomeji #30h Ha cbocm Apro. KorAa-To 3th cKajibi ABHra- 

jiHCb h coKpyiua^H bchkhh Kopa6jib, nonaAaBiiiHH b Te boam. 
floTOM ohh nonjibiByT mhmo CajibMHAeccoca, tag aneMeHa 
MCHByT ocTaTKaMH ot KOpadjieKpyiueHHH h boioiot Apyr c 
ApyroM 3a o6;iaAaHHe hmh. Ohm npofiAyT Atiojuiohhk), npon- 
AyT Me3eM6pHio, AOCTHrHyT OTporoB TeMoca, iioaxoahu;mx 
k caMOMy rioHTy, m ABHHyTCji Ha CeBep mhmo OAecconoJifl, 
KapoHa h Ka^JiaTHca. M KorAa HcnojiHHTca TpH aha h xpH 

HOMH, OHH, MHHyH MaJieHbKHH, eJie BHAHblH c Mopa ropoAOK 
MCTp, AOCTHrHyT AeJIbTbl BeflHKOH peKH. 

LlIyM, Bbi3BaHHbiH 6ercrB0M HwKOAeMa, Ka3ajiocb, pa3- 
oyAHJi (J)jiot. 3acTyna;iH Tonopw, b TpioMbi crajin 3aroH5m> 
KywH o6oApaHHbix paooB, noTOM Hana^H noAHHMaTb »Kop». 
Ha paccBeTe cJjHHHKHHCKHe neHTapw OAHa 3a Apyrofi oTAe- 

JIHJWCb OT HenOABHJKHOrO MaccHBa fyjiora.. 3a HHMH TpOHy- 

jiHCb rpeKH. <I>jiot craji Apo6HTbca, KaK MaTepHK, Kpouja- 

UI.HHCH Ha MHOJKeCTBO OCTpOBOB. TO-flbKO OAHa caMaa 6*OJIb- 

uiaa neHTapa ocraBajiacb Ha Meere. Ha Hee nocTOJiHrio 
npnCbiBanH jiioah b AoporHx OAeacAax h noAHHMa^HCb a»ko- 
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BMHHbie rpy3bi. A k Benepy, iioa oxpaHofi <5eccMepTHbix, no- 

AOLUTIH CBepKaBUJHe 307IOTOM H CTpayCOBblMH nepbJIMH HOCH7I- 

km. Mx Top>KecTBeHHo BHecjiM Ha Kopa6jib, nocne nero oh 

OTPJIblJI B COnpOBO>KAeHHH ({)^OTHJIHH Me^KHX CyAOB. 



II 



Mope wyMe;io no-ApeBHejviy, no-crapHHHOMy, KaK b 

ahh KoApa, KaK B AHM MepMHaAOB, KaK B AHH AprOHaBTOB. 

rieHT3pa ujjia b iiojihom Mpaxe. To^bKO tohkhc HrcwiKH 
3Be3AHbix OTpa>KeHHH HrpajiH Ha hcbhahmmx BOJiHax. Be- 
pera Towe He 6mjio bhaho, ho 6";iH30CTb ero yraAbiBaJiacb 
KopMMHMH. OieBa MHra^H >KejiTbie cbctjiawkh. 3to HeBeAO- 
Mbie o6HTaTeviH 6eperoB IloHTa »rjiH Kocrrpbi b ropax. Ta- 
KHe >Ke CBeiviflHKH MepuaJiH BnepeAM. B hhx yraAbiB&nn orHH 
nepCHACKoro $>j\otsl. 

Ho Ha neHT3pe uapn-na TbMa. JIioah npo6Hpa;iHCb 
omynbio cpeAH CHacrefi h napycoB, 6o«Cb neM-HH6yAb Ha- 

pyUJHTb THUJHHy. Bee 03Hpa^HCb B Ty CTOpOHy, TAe TeMHbl- 

mh H3BaHHHHMH 3acrb]jia CTpa>Ka. TaM bck) HOHb ao paccBeTa 

Hbfl-TO TCHb CKO^b3H^a FlO KOBpaM, yCTHJiaBLIJHM KOpMy. OHa. 

to Hcwe3ajia b cKJiaAKax Maxepnfi, 3aKpbiBaBUJHx orpOMHbie, 

KaK AOM, HOCHJ1KH, TO CHOBa nOflB.TIH.rcaCb. 

KaK TO^bKO nepBbie JiyMH 6*pbi3HyjiH H3 rviy6"HHbi IloHTa 
h 3awrpa^H Ha 30JiOTe jieonapAOBbix uiKyp, yKpauiaBiuHx 
na.ny6y, Kopa6;ib o>khji. M3 iuictkh BbinycrHJiH p030Bbix ro- 
j\y6evi t 3e^eHbix naB^HHOB. KpomenHbiH ceAo6opOAbiw Kap- 
;ihk B6e>Ka^ Ha KOpMy h no3BOHHji b cepe6p»HbiH KOJiOKO^b- 

HHK; 3a HHM BblUJ^H BblCOMeHHblH BeJIHKaH H HepHblH, KaK 

MyAuw, 3(J)Hon. Ho rojioc, pa3AaBniHftc$i H3-3a ApanwpoBKH, 
3acrraBH^ hx nocneiiiHO yAaJiHTbca. YTeujeHHe Mwpa, ycviaAa 
^(HByiuHx — BeviHKafl uapHua cnHT. 

Ho OHa He cruuia, xoth 6bi/ia HCTOMJieHa hohhum 6ac- 
HHeM. CKJiOHHBiiiHCb Ha CTporoM jio>Ke, OHa Bee AyMa^a o 

AHe OTKpOBeHHfl, B KOTOpblft nOJIOHteHO 6bIJIO neMy-TO 
cCblTbCfl, O AHe, C KOTOpOrO HaHHHa^aCb ee HCTHHHafl JKH3Hb, 
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Ta >KH3Hb, HTO 3aMblUJJIJieTCfl B HeHCFIOBeAHMblX HiyOHHaX 

BcejieHHOM h npeAHa3HanaeTCH eme ao poacAeHHfl. 
Mope myMe.no no-ApeBHeMy, no-crapHHHOMy. 



Ill 



OHa 6biJia Aonepbio BejiMKoro Knpa. 

PoAHBiiiHCb b ahh cviaBbi h Heo*biBajibix no6eA, pocjia 
noA uiyM naAaiomHx uapcrB, b rpoxoTe pa3pymaeMbix ro- 
pOAOB. FlepBbiM ee agtckhm BHAeHHeM 6hin 3Byn Tpy6bi. 
FIoTOM, Ha bck) KH3Hb 3anoMHHJiacb pbmaman rojtosa jibBa 
Ha rojiy6oft creHe ABopua. JIbBbi crrajiH ee jik>6hmom 3a6a- 
boh. Macro TaHKOM xoAHJia ko pBy h, HarHyBumcb, cMOTpe- 
jia, KaK ohm KornwiH KaMeHb ctchm, y;ibi6a5icb to^oahoh 
nacrbio. Eme agbohkoh npoBeAajia, hto OTeu b MHHyTbi ot- 
Abixa npHKa3biBan craBHTb Kpecvio b ajihhhom KopHAOpe, 

BblXOAHBUieM B »My CO JIbBaMH H, OCTaBUIHCb OAHH, CMOTp&fl, 

KaK 3BepH Apyr 3a ApyroM bxoahjih b KopHAop, HioxajiH 
B03Ayx h, yBHAeB CHA^mero uapa, xhiuho KpajiHCb, npnna- 
Aa« k 3eM.ne. rioAnyCTHB hx Ha paccroflHHe npwacica, uapb 
Aepraji 3o;iotoh uiHyp h Hcejie3Haa pemeTKa c uiyMOM naAa- 
jia, orpa>KAa5i ero ot pa3T>flpeHHbix 3Bepew. ATOCca bocxh- 
majiacb 3to 3a6aB0H. OAna>KAbi OHa HCMe3^a H3 cbohx no- 
KoeB h ee HaiwiH b KopHAOpe, JioKamefi 6e3 nyBCTB, a b A^yx 
marax jibBbi coTpacaJin >Ka/ie3Hbie npyTba peuieTKH. 

C AecjiTH JieT 6*biJia 3anepTa b nbiuiHbiH SHAepyH, rAe 
>KHJia oTarneHHaj! napnefi h 30jiotom h BHAe;ia mhp TOJibKO 
CKB03b cnynaHHO OTKpbiTyio ABepb hjih Kpafl npHnoAHflTOH 
3aHaBecKH. 3aTO HOHbio eft* pa3peuianocb noAOJiry npocn>KH- 
eaTb Ha Kpwuie. M OHa nojiio6*HJia HOHb. 

KorAa racjiH orHH h 3aMHpanH jiioackhc ujyMbi, OHa 
noAHHMaiacb Hasepx, noA ropamHH Kynoji He6a. 3Be3AHoe 
BejiHKOJienHe Hanojmjuio OKpecrHOCTb Top>KecTBeHHocTbio 
xpaMa. Ho MaHH/iH He 3Be3Abi. 3anpoKHHyB jihuo, cmot- 
peiia b nepHbie nposajibi MejKAy 3Be3AaMH, b BewHbifi 
AipaK, H3 KOToporo Beajio xojioaom. B TaKHe MHHyTbi nyB- 
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CTBOB&na ce6a Hecymefica b mhpobom npocrpaHCTBe. Be3- 
AHa Bce^eHHOH 3HHJia TaK crpauiHo, hto OHa B3AparnB&na h 
xsaTafiacb 3a TMrpoBbie uiKypbi, htoSm y(5eAHTbCfl, hto ;ie- 
>kht Ha Teppace ABopua. Eiue 6ojibiue jiio6tuia. rayxiie, 6es- 

3Be3AHbie HOHH C 3aBbIBaHMCM THCH, C pe3KHMH KpHKaMH 

coBbi. MHpOBaH TbMa noACTyna^a TorAa cobccm 6jih3ko 
co cBoeH THuiMHOM. B MHHyTbi cocpeAOTOHeHHOCTH AyuieB- 
Hbix ch;i OHa y^aB^MBana ee tojioc h noTOM AO-nro ho- 
CH/ia OT3ByK Toro, neMy He HaxoAH^a Ha3BaHHH. TaK 3BynHT 
6e3M0^BHe MopcKoro AHa, rAe b HenporjiflAHOH TbMe raia- 
BaK)T 3y6acTbie nyAOBHma. Ka3a^ocb, h 3Aecb, Ha Kpwuie 
ABopua, ee BHe3anH0 cxsaTHT orpoMHaa nacn>. 

OAHa>KAbi ew no3BO^H^H o6ohth rpoMaAHbifi, KaK ro- 
pOA, ABopeu. Oh CTpoH^ca MHoro JieT h Bee em,e He 6bui 3a- 

KOHMeH. TO CblJlO B 3HOHHbIH JieTHHH AeHb. MH0>KeCTB0M 

^lecTHHu m nepexoAOB AocrHr;ia noAHO>KHfl bmcokoh 6aui- 
hh h BouiJia b ee cbipwe, naxHymne hjiom h H3BecTbio HeApa- 
TaM 6buio TeMHO, KaK Ha AHe KOJiOAua, TOJibKO bhcoko HaA 
rojiOBofi CHHe;i KBaApaT He6a. A-rocca noAHHJia jihuo h yBH- 
Ae;ia 3Be3Aw. 

3Be3AW AHeM!.. 

3to 6bi.no BOJiHyioiuee OTKpbiTHe. M3 6eceA c acTpo^o- 
raMH y3Ha^a, hto 3Ta TafiHa hm AaBHo H3BecTHa: 3Be3A*>i 
6bisaior bhahmm ahcm co AHa rJiy6oKux ymejiHH h kojioa- 
ueB. 3HanHT, CTpauiHbiH hohhoh MHp He yxoAHT c Hacryn- 
^eHHeM yrpa, oh ocraeTCH BHceTb HaA HaMH, o6i>eM.neT 
Hac h cTepeMceT. Mbi BcerAa b ero BJiacrH. AeHb — To.ibKO 
KopoTKaji BcnbiiuKa CBeTa bo MpaKe, oh He nporoHaeT TbMbi, 
a ^Hujb 3acTHJiaeT ee ot Hac h rope TOMy, kto, o6o^biueH- 
Hbifi hm, 3a6biBaet o CBoew hcthhhoh BjiaAbivnue -hohh, 
6e3AOHHOH, 6ecKOHenHOH, ot BeKa cymefi. ATOCca npOHHK- 
jiach co3HaHHeM ee 6e3pa3AejibHOH B-naCTH h hm Ha MHHyry 
He 3a6wBajia o nepHOH nponacrH, oKpywaiomeH MHp. Bee 
CTpaxH h Bee y>Kacw 3eMJiH — hhhto b cpaBHeHHH c seromHM 
OTTyAa xojioaom. 

OHa poena Mo^najiHBbiM pe(5eHK0M. npOHHKHOBeHHbift 
B30p h nenaTb oco6oh 3HanHTejibH0CTH Ha jiHue npHB^eK^K 
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k Hen BHHMaHHe }Kpeu,OB h MaroB. B Hefi bha^m cymeCTBO, 
no3HaBiuee TaHHy. Ee yMHJiH otkpobchhjim Arypa-Ma3Abi, 
ero BeMHOH 6jiarocrM h kohcmhom no6eAe HaA ApHMaHOM, 
xajiAew nocBHTHJiH ee bo Bee 3Suui%tm\, b TaHHCTBa aMy;ie- 
tob, npHMeT, raAaHHH, ABHiKeHMH cBenui. rpewecKHe MyA- 
peubi roBopH^H 06 aTOMe, o 3H>KAyiuefi CHJie orwi, B03Ayxa, 
BOAbi. Oahh yTBepacAaJiH, hto 3eAwifl coBepiueHHO njioocag, 
Apyrne, hto OHa noxoaca Ha oierna BorHyrbifi ahck c npw- 
noAHflTbiMM Kpa^MH. ATOCca cnymajia BHHMaT&nbHO, ho 
yjibiSna comhchhh nocroflHHO nrpavia b yroJiKax ry(5. Jljisi 
Hee He cymecTBOBajio nyAec h 6oroB noaie Toro, KaK y3Ha- 
jia Bceo6i>eMJiK)iuyK) cn;iy bchhoh homh, uapcrrByiomeH HaAO 
BceM h Bee norjioiuaiomeH. TaM BceMy KOHeu — h 6oraM, 
w jhoaam, h 3eAme, h BpeMeHH. 

M 0AHa>KAbi OHa 3a6"biJia 06 3tom. 

Eh Gmjio TpHHaAuaTb jieT. OTKyAa-TO aohochjica 3a- 
nax uBerymero uia^paHa, AaJieKHH rojioc neji bo Mpaice, h 
TorAa HenoH5!THoe Bo;iHeHMe 0xBaTH.n0 ee ao caMbix rviy6HH. 
TeJio crajio jierKHM, tohho pacTBopw^ocb b npocrpaiKTBe. 

B Hefi pOAH^acb Apyran, CBeTJiaa 6e3AHa, HaA KOTOpofi 
HOHb 6buia ne B^acTHa. 

KaK Macro TaM ace, Ha Kpbime ABOpua, KorAa BcejieH- 
Haa 3H$ma csoeft nycroToft h KorAa, BCKpHKHyB, OHa 3apw- 
B&nacb b noAyiHKH, — HaBCTpeny npOHH3biBaioii;eMy ee crpa- 
xy noAHHMajiacb Taicaa jiHKyiomafl Bojma, nepeA KOTopow 
Bee OTCTynajio. B TaKHe MHHyTbi OHa He 6oflJiacb MpaKa. 

ripOCTHpafl BO TbMy pyKH, TOHHO CTpeMflCb KOrO-TO 06HflTb, 

OHa AyMana, yac He OTTyAa jih CHH30imia TaHHCTBeHHaa 6jia- 
roAaTb? 



IV 



riepBbiM MyjKeM ee cAejiajica crapujHH 6paT KaM6H3, 
craBuiHH uapeM nocne nrfejiH OTi;a. 

neMa^bHasi B3om.na OHa Ha .noHce cyMacmeAiuero 6paTa 
h AOJiro yMo;ifljia He TporaTb ee. KaAtoHs He HMe^ k Hen BJie- 

MeHHfl, OH XOTeJl TOJIbKO CbIHa, B KOTOpOM 6bl K KpOBH Kwpa 
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He npMMeuiMBa^ocb hm KaruiH ny>KOH KpoBH. Ho cbma He 
6bu\o, h oh 3a6pocH^ ee, yAapHBuiHCb b HeHCToecrBa c t<wi- 
nofi h&nokhhl;. 

npoujjio ceMb .neT. 

TwiuHHa h xojioa 6e3AHbi ct&hh npoHHKaTb b ee JKM3Hb. 
Bee OKyTbiBa^ocb HenporviflAHbiM MpaKOM h He 6biJio cna- 
ceHHJi or y>Kaca. To/ibKO KpacnbiM yrojibKOM TeruiRriocb Ta- 
HHCTBeHHoe wyBCTBo, uierrraBiuee o HeKoeM G-naHceHCTBe, 

paAH KOTOporo 0Ha npHiiiJia b MHp. 

Hto Tanoe 6^a>KeHCTBo? — cnpauiHB&na OHa nep- 
Horo xa^Aea, oGynaBiiiero ee MyApocTH. 

Xa^Aew 3aKpbiBan ivia3a, 3aTBepAeBa;i, KaK KaMeHHoe 
HSBajiHHe, m H3peKa^, poHaa aioBa: 

— Ecrb TpH Kpyra 6Aam.encrBa t ho ohh OTKpbisaioTCfl 



TOJibKo >Ka>KAyiUHM ero. 

«Hey>KejiH a HeAOCTaTOHHO «ca>KAy?» — AyMaJia 
ATOCca. 

Ho roAW o>KHAaHHfl no^o>KH^H rj\y6oKne tchh B03Jie 
r/ia3. B Hefi npo6yAHJica HeyKpoTHMbifl thcb. HepeAKO npe- 
Bpama^a cboh noKOH b xaoc — pssuia Aoporne TKaHH, pa3- 
6uBsuia. He<{)pHTOBbie ctojiw h Kpecnbi H3 cjiohoboh kocth, 
KOJio^a o6Ha>KeHHbix pa6biH> A-flHHHbiMH 6yjiaBKaMH h opo- 
cajia b hhx KHH>Ka;ibi. Ka>KAWH pa3 nooie Taicon 6ypH 
npHS^HJKeHHbie B03AaBa/iH efi oco6eHHbie noMecrH, bha* b 
Hefi AOCTOHHyio Aowb Kwpa. 

Co CMepTbio KaM6H3a OHa CT&na weHOH BToporo 6pa- 
Ta — BapAHH. Oh npHxoAHJi HOHbio npH noTyuieHHbix ophjix 
h HHKorAa He noKa3biBa^ jiHua. KorAa we y3Ha™, hto 3to 
6hij\ H e BapAHH, a jiobkhh xHTpeu, 3aB^aAeBuiHH noA nyjKHM 
HMe H e M uapcTBOM h aceHaMH KaM^Hsa, — 0H a HcnbrraJia 
TaKoe wyBCTBo, 6yATO ee HanoH;w rp*3bio. 

HanoHeu, name* RapnPi. 

OHa BcrpeTHJia ero HeroAyiomeH pe^bio: 
oK^£ 0K0Jie ' Uapb ' CJ V 3Kmh MH e 3a6a B 0H npoxoAHMueB, 

ZeZZZ^ HrP0, ° ^ Ha TP ° He —oorua? Ec,; 

M«e OTKa3a HO B cow^hhh, K a K ttemuHHe, to neyate™ or- 
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Ka3aH0 h b noMTeHHH, KaK AOHepn Knpa? Tw xoneiiib ynpo- 
MHTb TpOH 6paKOM co mhoh? Ra. 6yAeT Tan! IlepeA sceM 
mhpom — h TBoa ateHa, ho He nepecrrynaH Moero nopora! 

Thcb ee, 6ojibiue nejvi KpacoTa, noicopH;i Jl&pm. M3 
Bcex weH oh nojiK>6un ee oAHy h pacKpbiBa;ica nepeA Hen> 
ao KOHua. Eh H3BecTHbi 6biJiH caMbie coKpoBeHHbie ero 3a- 
Mbiaibi h OHa MOivia 6bi ynpaBJijrrb uapcTBOM, earn 6u 3a- 
xoTe^a. Ho bha BJiacTHTenji, CHAeBiuero y ee hop, He no- 

pOMJl^aJl TOpAOCTH. Co6CTBeHHblfi COKpOBeHHblfi MHp Ka3a^cfl 

Aopoace; OHa 6o$uiacb paCTpaTHTb ero b GyAHHX uapcKoro 
npaBJieHHH. K TOMy jKe Bpejvw b^hkhx Aeji npouuio; ee OTeu, 
h 6par cbohmh no6eAaMH ncnepna^H Bee bohhckhc noABHrw. 
He ocraBa^ocb crpaH, HenoABJiacrHbix uapio uapew. Hh- 
HTOKHaa, ho ropAaa 3juiaAa Hstfervia oGmew yMacTH TOJibKo 
6jiaroAapn Mopio, cjiy>KHBUjeMy ew samjiTOH. OHa Macro ro- 
Bopiwia Rapmo: 

TBoero hmchh, uapb, He 03apHT 6,/iecK BeHua no6e- 
AHTejiji. rioTOMCTBo o Te6e dyAeT roBopHTb, KaK 06 ycMH- 
pHTe^e dyHTOB h CTHHcaTejie 6oraTCTBa, ho noAJiHHHo uap- 
ckoh onaBbi, cB33aHH0H c BejiHKMMH 3aBoeBaHHjiMH, Te6e He 

Cy^KAeHO CHHCKaTb. 

^apHH 6bui peBHHB k c^ase h penH Atoccw npwBOAH^H 
ero b BOjmeHHe. Oh ctsui AyMaTb o coKpyuiHTejibHbix noxo- 

A3X, O nOKOpeHHH HeHaBHCTHOH BblCOKOMepHOH S^JiaAbl. 

Tpe3Bbiw h paccyAHTejibHbiH b rpa>KAaHCKOM ynpaBJieHHH, 
/I,apHH 6bui b BoeHHOM Ae^e MeHTaTe^eM. 

ATOCce AOcraBJifl^o yAOBOJibcrBHe BHAeTb, KaK oh b 
HecTOJiio<5HBbix anaHax aoxoahji ao KpafiHero B03(5y>KAeHHH 
h BHe3anH0 ocrrbiBa^ ot He6pe>KH0 6pomeHHoro eio MeTKoro 
cnoBa. TaK OHa AOKa3a^a HeB03M0«cH0CTb noKopHTb 3ji;ia- 
&y t AOKOJie oh He yTBepAHTCH Ha <j)paKHHCKOM 6epery. 

BeceAbi c uapeM pa3BJieKa;iH, ho He 3arjiyuia^H tomh- 
TejibHoro o^cHAaHHfl nero-TO. K ilapHio y Hee He 6w^o ot- 
spameHHfl, KaK k KaM()H3y hjih JlatedapAHH, ho He 6bijio h 
jiio6bh. O jik>6bh OHa nonpemHeMy MenTa^a, jie)Ka b nepHbie 
hohh Ha Kpbime ABOpu,a. HeyaceflH OHa o6MaHyTa h eft OTKa- 
3aH0 b tom, hto AaHO nocjieAHeft TBapH Ha 3eM^e? 
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OAHa>KAbi MCwiHHefi npoH3M^a Mbic^b o crapocTH. Cnopo 
KOHeu,. >KH3Hb npouuia b GeconoAHbix o>KHAaHH$ix... 

ATocca 3anepjiacb b tcmhom noKoe h npocHAevia He- 
CKo^bKo AHefi 6e3 CHa h nnmH. B Jinue noflBHJiacb cypoeaa 
peuiHMOCTb. OHa crrana pe3we h anoBHTee BbiCMeHBaTb ,Ha- 
pnfl t ho nbMa ero He oxjiaatAajia. 

Hacraji AeHb, Kor^a h tw ao^imcch, no npHMepy ee- 
jihkhx uapefi, H3pe3aTb acajiy HaAnHCjiMH o cbohx no(5e- 
Aax, — roBopHJia OHa. — Earn tboh npeAUiecTBeHHHKH 3a- 
BoeBaJiH Bee H3BecTHbie Mwpy HapOAbi, to Ha tboio aojiio 
ocr&riHCb TaHHCTBeHHbie crpaHbi c HeBe^oMbiMH o6uTare- 
jihmh. Te6e cyacAeHO AOcrarHyTb Kpaji 3eMJiH h yTBepAHTb 
CBoe BjiaAbinecTBo TaM, rAe He 6bw eme hh oahh 3aBoe- 
BaTevib. 

M OHa, Kan bhhom, HanaHBajia ero paccKa3aMH o crpa- 
Hax, ^eiKaiuHX 3a IIohtom, rAe 6evibie nepb* naAaiOT c He6a, 
BOAa npeBpamaeTCH b np03paHHWH KpHcrajui h rAe Haxo- 
AHTCfl bxoa b TapTap. TaM uapcrsyeT bcmhwh MpaK h jkh- 
ByT jiioah, nopo«<AeHHbie MpaKOM. HeKOTopwe Tan CHacrjin- 

Bbl, HTO KOHHaiOT >KH3Hb CaMOy^HHCTBOM, y ApyrHX MHOrO 
30JIOTa, KOTOpOe OHH KpaAyT y XHlU,HblX rpH(J)4)OHOB. TaM 

ecTb ;ik>ah, npeBpamaioumeca pa3 b roAy b bojikob. Ho hto- 
6u AOCTHrHyTb sthx crpaH, HaAO npofiTH nepe3 ckh<|)ob 

BOHHCTBeHHblH HapOA, npOHClUCAUJHH OT KeHIHHHbI-3MeH. 

Hto-to BOJiHyiomee, nyAecHoe, BcerAa ee yBJieKasiuee 
3Bynajio b hmchh ckh(})ob. A3hh ao chx nop c coAporaHneM 
BcnoMHHaeT hx HamecTBHe, a CMepTb BeviHKoro Knpa, Hbio 
ro;ioBy ohh 6pocHJiH b MemoK c KpOBbio, — y Bcex eme b 
naMjiTH. 

TbI JIH, Uapb, OCTaBHllJb HeOTMIUCHHOH CMepTb po- 
AHMa H He BOCCTaHOBHUJb HeCTH nOABJiaCTHblX HapOAOB, 

ocK0p6^eHHbix HeKorAa Aep3KHM HafJeroM? 3Hafi, hto rop- 
Aaa 3^JiaAa ao Tex nop 6yAeT CMeHTbca HaA tbohm Mory- 
mecrrBOM, noKa tw He coKpywHiiib oyftHbix ckh<})ob. TpeKH 
Aep>KaT hx, KaK uenHbix ncoB, npOTHB Te6a h oTKpbiTO rpo- 

3flT HOBblM CKH(J)CKHM HaUieCTBHeM, eCJIH TbI Aep3HeiUb Bbl- 
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caAHTbca bo OpaKHH. CKH<J)bi ctoht Ha CTpaHe 3juiaAu. 

YHHHTOJKb hx — h 3aBTpa OHa y TBOHX HOr. 

Uapb XMe^evi ot ee peneH. OTnpaBHBiiiMCb Ha oxoTy h 
chah Ha rop6y ApoMaAepa, oh npeAaB&nca MenTaM o 3aBoe- 
BaHHH npeAeJioB BceneHHOH. CrpacTHbiH oxothhk, oh Tenepb 
pacce»HHO CMOTpe^ Ha cepH, BbideraBuinx HaBcrpeny, h, He 
noAHHMan cBoero nyAecHo yKpauieHHoro JiyKa. Bhah b hcm 
BH)rrpeHHee 6opeHHe, A-rocca HCKycHO noAAepacHB&/ia oroHb. 

JloCTHrHyB npeAeJia 3cmjih, tm y3Haeuib 3araAKy 
BcevieHHOH, Tbi craHeuib 6oroM, uapb! 



V 



AeHb ee TopacecrBa HacrynHJi BHe3anH0. HHMero He 
CKa3as o npHHHTOM pemeHHH, /tapHH npHKa3a^ cofoipaTb 

KOHeH, Bep6jlK)A0B H KOJieCHHUbl. Y3HaB 06 3TOM, ATOCCa 

ycrpOHJia eMy TOpJKecTBeHHyio BCTpeny b cbohx noicojix. Ot 
nopora ao Jioaca npoTHHyjiacb Aopoacita H3 Aopomx TKaHen, 
ycbinaHHan JienecncaMH uiatJ)paHa h po3bi, odpajvuieHHaa Me- 
naMH, TopnaBiuHMH ocrpHeM BBepx. Pa6biHH b spKo Kpac- 

HblX OAeHCAaX Aep>KaJIH CBeTHJIbHHKH H 3BOHHJIH B KOJIOKOJlb- 

mhkh. .HapHM npomeji Ha jio>Ke, nan Ha TpoH, h uapnua cajvia 
yiwacTH^a eMy Horn. npeACTOjuio caMoe TpyAHoe, noHTH He- 
B03MOiKHoe — AO^HTbCji yMacTHH b noxoAe. Eiue hh OAHa H3 
>KeH axeMeHHAOB He BbixoAHJia 3a npeAejiw ABopua h He 
noKa3biB&na CBoero jiHua CMepTHbiM. flep30CTb npocb6bi ao 
Toro nopa3H^a AapH*, mto oh npojiHJi Ky6oK c bhhom Ha 
Jioxce h AO^ro He Mor BbiMOJiBHTb caoBa. Ho oh ywce 6uji bo 
BjiacTH Atoccw. OHa AaBHO BBe^a ero b MHp CMejioro h He- 
o6*biHHoro, npo6yAH^a npcaecrb xoiKAeHHH no HeH3BeAaHHbiM 
nyTHM, ocTpOTy He6biBaJibix nojioxceHHft. M OHa no6eAHJia. 
06ijj!B^eHHeM noxoAa b HeH3BecTHbie CTpaHbi JXapuPi opo- 
ca^ bw30b 6oraM h jhoahm. 3to 6buio 6ojibiue, neM Hapy- 
uieHHe ApeBHero o6bma$i — yKpbiBaTb >KeHy ot noCTOpoHHHX 

B30pOB. CtOHJIO JlYl nOCJie 3TOrO AepiKaTbCfl 3a BeTXHfi 3a- 

koh? Oh 3axoTe^ 6biTb Bbiuie 3aKOHa. ATOCce 6biJio no3Bo- 
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jieao cneAOBaTb Ha Bocc}>op TeM nyTeM, Koropbift oHa caMa 
M36epeT. 3aAOJiro ao BbiCTyn^eHHfl u,ap» m Boftcica ompa- 
BH^acb OHa c nbiujHoft cbhtoj! b rajmitapHac, htoGm OTryAa 
npoHTH no BceMy no6epe>KbK). OHa eme b AeTCTBe cvibiiuajia 
o MyaecHOM Mohhh. Eh noKa3biBanH 6e^bie creHbi ropoAOB, 
KO^OHHaAW xpaMOB, xpynKHe nopTMKH h nbiuiHbie rpodHHuw, 
BbiceMeHHbie b CK&nax. E3AH;ia h b JIhkhio Ha Mwc OrHa, rAe 
ctoht xpaM re^ecra h i\o,e Bbi^eTaeT H3 3eMJiH HeyracHMoe 
TuiaMfl. Ho rpeKH CKopo y3HaJiw, hto oco6wm BHHMamieM u,a- 
pnubi no;ib3yeTCH A(})poAHTa. B xpaMbi ee OHa npHHocHJia 
6oraTbie Aapbi h noAo^ry ciyma^a mpeuoB, nocBHiuaBiiiHX 
ee b TaHHCTBa 6*orHHH j\k>6bh. OAHaKO, nocvie nocemeHHfl 
Ka>KAoro xpajvta uapHU,a craHOBH^acb nena^bHofl h cneniH.na 
b HOBbifi. BcHDAy BHAe/ia oaho h TO>Ke — yTonaiomHe b uBe- 
Tax a^Tapn, HeCecHoe neHwe agb h lOHOiueH h crraTyio 60- 
thhh, CHHeBmyio b AbiMy KypeHHfi. 

OAHa>KAbi, noone noceiueHHa pocKouiHoro xpajwa Ha 
PoAOce, OHa o6-bjiBHJia, mto 6ojibiue He 6yAeT 3axoAHTb b 
cBHTH;iHma A(J)poAHTbi. TorAa HBHJicg crapeu H rOJIOCOM, 
noneMy-TO B3BOJiHOBaBiiiHM ee, npocHji noceTHTb nat})occKHH 
xpaM Ha Knnpe. TyAa, rAe oh ctohji h rAe b 6eperoBbix ne- 
mepax c uiyMOM abhwctcji BOAa, npHHeceHa 6biJia BojiHaMH 
6orHHH, po>KAeHHaa neHon Mopcicofi. ToJibKO b ria<{)oce no- 
3Haeujb HCTHHHyio A(})pOAHTy! 

JXo Knnpa 6b\no 6ojibiue AByx AHefi nyrn h njiaBaHbe 
xyAa moivio Bbi3BaTb ono3AaHHe k nanajiy nepenpaBbi bohck 
Mepe3 Boc(})op, ho ATOCca, caMa He 3Haa noMeMy, OTKa3ajiacb 
ot npHHAToro peuieHHH h 3axoTejia nocMOTpeTb eme OAHy 

CBflTblHK). 

Bee, cnyMHBiueecfl noTOM, 6bino chom. 



VI 



UapHua nocvi&na b ria<})oc cnpocHTb: A03BOJieHO jih eit 

nOCeTHTb XpaM H 6bITb nOCBflmeHHOH* B TaHHbl A<|>pOAHTbI? 

Otbct no^yHHJia ya<e Ha Knnpe, KorAa HaxoAHJiacb b pac- 

CTOHHHH AHH XOAb6bI OT XpaMa. 
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Eoih Tbi ny>KAa jiiodonbiTCTBa m cepAue TBoe hcxo- 

AHT KpOBbK) npHXOAH! 

flopora 6buia. KaMeHHcrraji. no Mepe npHoVwiKeHHH k 
CBHTHJiHiuy, aepeBMi h KyCTbi Hcne3anH, dotom Hcwe^a 
Tpasa. UapCTBo acejiTbix rvibi6 h xpynHoro m,e6Hji npocrep- 
.riocb ao caivioro Mops. Macro nonaAaJiHCb MceHiuHHbi, meA- 
iuHe 6ochkom no ocrpoMy KaMHK). BorHHfl 6;iarocK;iOHHa 
6bina k TeM, kto npHXOAH;i c OKpoBas^eHHbiMH HoraMM. 

XpaM ctohji b paciueviHHe nepHbix yTecoB, OKpyaceHHbifl 
TCwinoH KHnapHCOB. Oahoh cropoHOH oh ynHpancH b cnajiy, 
3aKpbiBaBiuyio ot Hero Mope. Mope 6bi.no BHH3y h ryji ero 
ciOAa He aohochjicb. Mo;maHHe KaMeHHofi nycTbiHH Hapy- 
uiajiH TOJibKO rojiy6H, ehbuihcch HaA p030BbiM xpaMOM. npH- 
Ka3aB ocraHOBHTbcji, uapHua couuia c hociuiok h b conpo- 

BOJKAeHHH OAHOH HanepCHHU.bI npH6^H3H^aCb K CBHTHJIHmy. 

XpaM H3 rpoMaAHbix Ayo*oBbix 6peBeH BbiCTpoeH 6bui ApeB- 
hhm uapeM AapHeM. CTeHbi bo MHorHX Mecrax nopoaiH 

MXOM H KpOUIHJIHCb, HO MOryHHe KOJIOHHbl, Aep>KaBiiJHe 

<j)Pohtoh, ctohjih HecoKpyiiiHMO. KaHHejiiopbi, pacnHcaHHbie 

KpaCHOH KpaCKOH, Ka3aJIHCb CTpyHKaMH KpOBH, CTeKaBUieH 

c KanHTe^eft. 4>pohtoh TO>Ke 3a;iHBa^a KpoBb, m Ha ee nw- 
jiaiomeM 4>OHe 6yuieB&nH 6e^bie MpaiwopHbie bojihw, H3 ko- 
Topbix noAHHAta^acb nepHaji 6a3a^bTOBaa rojiosa 6e3 ;iHu.a. 

B xpaMe 6biJ\o tcmho h nycro. FIocpeAHHe nepHeji kh- 
napHc, yxoAHBuiHH BepuiHHOH b oTBepCTHe, npoAejiaHHoe b 
Kpbime. OrTyAa b xpaM 3ajieTajiH rojiydn, 3bohko xjionafl 
KpbiJibHMH. H3 HeAp KHnapHca BbirvwAMBa^ cBHpenbiH KOp- 
myH, no3BaHHBaa ueribio. TmeTHO HCKa^a uapHua craTyio 
SorHHH — ee He 6biJio. He 6btfio a^Tapefi h cocyAOB c 6;ia- 
roBOHHJiMH. TojibKO CBeTH^bHHKH 3Be3AaMH Mepua^H b rjiy- 
6HHe h CTpoHHbifi naaH 3Byna^ H3 MpaKa. Ho A-roccy nopa3Hji 
crpaHHbiH ryji, BpeMfl ot BpeMeHH Hano;iHHBiiiHH xpaM, Kan 
OTAaneHHaa 6yp» hjih pbmaHHe nyAOBHma. Bmjio b HeM 
crpauiHoe, 3aB0pa>KHBaK)iuee: Becrrb o tom, hto 6b\jio ao 
AHefi TBopeHHH h hto 6yAeT nocjie Bceo6mefl rn6e^H. U,apH- 
u,a BoiyuiHBajiacb, KaK b BocnoMHHaHHe AaBHo 3a6biToro, h 
KorAa oh CMO/iKa;i — xoTe;ia ero BHOBb. Cnopo a-hh Hee hh- 
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nero He cymecrBOBajio, KpoMe wyTKoro, ho cJiaAocrHoro 
ryjia. 

OHa He BHAe-na, Kan CKJioHHJiacb nepeA Heio }KpHua b 

XHTOHe HanO^OBHHy pO30BOM, Hano^oBHHy MepHOM, KaK, CHflB 

Aopo>KHyK> 0Ae>KAy m pacnyCTHB bojiocm, B03Jio>KH;ia Ha Hee 
bchok cMHpeHHfl H3 cyxHx kojuohhx TpaB h onoac&na TyruM 
>KeJie3HbiM noHCOM. MccTyn^eHHbifi ro.noc i\ae-TO 3aneji: 

Bo hmh A({)poAHTb! uejmmefi h Kapaioiuew!.. Ecim no- 
Mbicnbi He ocKBepHH^H Ayui BaujHx, ec/iH cepAUa eauiH nepe- 

no^HeHbi h >KAyT OTKpoeeHHa — npHAHTe! 



* 4 * 



M CHOBa Aa^eKHe pacKaTbi rpojwa h boA 3Bepew, h njian 
TeHew yMepujHx. 

Ha ApyroM KOHue xpaMa, BMecro creHbi, B3Afc>iMa«nacb 
CKa^a h b CK&ne MepHe.no OTBepCTHe, 3aKpbiToe pemer- 

KOH H3 3JieKTpOHa. TopeVIH CBeTHJIbHHKH, KypHJIHCb 6j\a- 

roBOHHH h HecKO^bKo >KeHCKHX c{)Hryp Jieacajio hhu,. TbAia, 
crycTHBiuaflCji 3a pemerKOH, Abiiuana cbipocrbio. PemeTKa 
OTKpbuiacb b Ty MHHyTy, KorAa OTTyAa BbipbiBajica ryji, TaK 
B3BOJiHOBaBiiiHH AToccy, HeBeAOMbw ro^oc no3BaA uapnuy: 

ToTOBa jih Tbi no3HaTb TafiHbi AqbpOAHTbi? 

C TpyAOM nepeABHraji Horn, OHa nomjia b 3H5HOiuyK> 
nacTb nemepbi h eABa He ;iHUJH;iacb wyBCTB, KorAa b tcmho- 
Te kto-to cxBaTHJi ee 3a pyicy h noBjieK bhh3 no cryneHHM 
b peBymyK) nponacTb. CnycK&nncb b HenporjijiAHOH TbMe. 
HeBHAHMbifi cnyTHHK yBepeHHo Beji no H3BHBaM jiecTHHUbi. 

Xjibmyji cBeT, OTKpbwacb npocTopHan nemepa. CreHbi 
6bi;iH yBeiueHbi H3o6pa>KeHHHMH jkchckhx AcropOAHbix na- 
CTefi, OT/iHTbix H3 3o^OTa, cepe6pa, Bbipe3aHHbix H3 arara. 
Ha Jiowe, OKpy>KeHHOM 6poH30BbiMH CBeTHJibHHKaMH, 3aMep- 

m B JIK)60BHOH HCTOMe ABe KeHlUHHbl, 06HHBllJHeCfl TaK 

Kpenno, hto pyKH Bpe3a;iHCb b nuuiHbie Tejia. nepeA JioMteM 
Ha ko/ichhx kto-to rpoMKo cTOHan h uapanaA jihuo HoroiMH. 

UapHna 6pocHJiacb boh. Bo TbMe OHa CHOBa 0Ka3ajiacb 

BO BJiaCTH TaMHCTBeHHOH pyKH H CHOBa yCTpeMHJiaCb BHM3. 

Hepe3 HecKOJibKo agchtkob CTyneHefi — HOBaa nemepa, rAe 
npeACTaJio CTpauiHoe H3o6pa>KeHHe noBecHBineHCH WoKa- 
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ctm, a CTOHBiiiHH noAJie 3AHn BbiKa^biBa^ ce6e rjia3a. rie- 
peA hhmh 3ajiaMbiBajiH pyKH h 6hjih ceda b rpyAb MyMCHHHbi 

H >KeHlUHHbI. B OTMaHHHH OHH KpHMa^HI 

— H npe/iio6oAeflcTBOBa^ c MaTepbio!.; fl xony jdo6bu 



CBoero cbma!.. He ash, B^a^biMHua, CMecMTbcjj c co6ctbch- 
HbiMH AowepbMn!.. 

HeM HHMce cnycKa^acb uapHua c hcbhahmmm cnyTHH- 
kom, TeM ocTpee omyiuajiacb 6jiH30CTb TaftHbi no youiHBaio- 
iu,eMycji peBy. Oh CTaHOBHJica HacTo^bKO crpaiueH, mto oHa 
6o3Jiacb He BbuepacaTb h ynacrb. KaMeHHbie cryneHH npH- 
BejiH eme b OAHy nemepy. ATOCca BCKpHKHyjia. TpoMaAHbiw 
MeAHbifl 6hk rpoM03AH^CH Ha AepeBHHHyio Te^Ky. Xop >KeH- 
iuhh, OAeTbix b KpaCHoe h nepHoe, noKanHBa^cg H3 ctopohw 
b cropOHy, b TaKT HaneBa. OAHa, coBepmeHHO odHa>KeHHafl, 
c ruianeM h BomieM noAnoji3a;ia noA AepeBflHHyio KopOBy 
CKpbiBaacb b ee nycTOM MpeBe. CorHyBuiHCb, nacajiacb acto- 
poAHOfi nacTbio MeAHoro fyajuiyca. A xop nen: 

M36aBH Hac ot 6"biKa! BjiaAbmHua, H36aBH Hac ot 
6biKa! 

IToTpjiceHHaji, cnyaca/iacb ATOcca b caMyio nacrb 3Be- 
pH. Tenepb He OTAa^eHHbiH ryji, ho yparaH 6yuieBa^ coBceM 

&IH3KO. 

M eme oaho noA3eMenbe npeAcra^o efi. Oho nbuiano 
orHjiMH, KypH-nocb apoMaTaMH. Xop jkchiuhh neji nenanb- 
Hyio necHio, ot kotopoh MHorne njiaicajiH HaB3pwA h rpoMKO 
npHMHTajiH : 

Tbi yMep! Tw yjwep! O rope! 3aneM tw noKimyji 
po^AeHHyio neHofi MopcKofl? 

IlocpeAH nemepbi, Ha jioace, ytfpaHHOM useTaMH, jie- 
>Kajio Tejio y6HToro AAOHHca. MpaMopHaa craryn 6h\jia TaK 
xopomo pacicpaiueHa, mto ATOcca npHHftjia ee CHana/ia 3a 
MejiOBenecKoe rejio. Ha (5eApe 3HHJia paHa, a ot BHCKa k noA- 
6opoAKy creKana uiHpOKaa jieHTa kpobh. 

ATOcca npH6jiH3H^acb k ;io>Ky. Aaohhc jiqmoji tohho 
jkhboh. Ty6w He to yjibiGanncb, He to xpamuiH neqaTb crpo- 
rocTH, h orroro Bee jihuo MeHjwocb KaacAoe MrHOBeHbe. 3to 
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6bu\ to He>KHbifi Ma^bHMK c COMHWMH ry6aMH, pacuBeraB- 
uihh b y;ibi6Ke, to cymecrrBO, 3arvi$iHyBiiiee b 6e3AHy h crrpe- 
Mfuueecg CKpbiTb to, hto y3H&no. Atoccs 3aMeTHJia, hto 

3THM ApyrHM o6/!HKOM OH 06paiU&nC5! K HeM KaHCAblff p?L3 f 

Koraa CHapy>KH AOJieTaji rpo3Hbift 3ByK. M3 npo6HToro 
BHCKa, Ka3a^ocb, Bbicrynana Toraa HOBaa KpoBb. UapHua 
3ar^flAe^acb Ha <5o>KecTBeHHbift ob&ji JiHua, 03apeHHoro 
crpaHHofi y^bi6Koft, h cnaAKHe oie3bi hotckjih y Heft no m.e- 
KaM. C n^ianeM npHnana k HoraM AAOHHca. KaK CKB03b coh, 
aibim&na neHa/ibHbifi Hanee: 

Tw yMep! Tbi yMep! Tbi He npHAeuib, aiaAOCTHbift! 

FIotom pe3KHfi pojioc BopBanca b ee G-naaceHHoe 3a- 
6biTbe : 

EjiaroAaTb AcfjpOAHTbi noMHeT Ha Te6e. ToTOBa jih 

Tbi BHACTb 6*OrHHK)? 

BcraHb h yKperm Ayx CBofi, h6o crrpauiHa TawHa ee 
h o6pa3 ee, KaK mo^hhji H3 Tyn! 

IlepeA Atoccoh crofljia BbicoKaa <})Hrypa b MacKe, Ha 

KOTypHaXJ B pyKaX CBeTHJlbHHK, nOKpblTbW PAHHflHblM co- 

cyAOM. 

J\zft MHe pyKy, — BocwiHKHyjia MacKa. 

Uapnua noKOpHO npOTjmyjia nbi-rcaBiiiyio 6pacaeTaMH 
h Ko^buaMH pyKy h CHOBa noiii;ia b peBymyio TbMy. 3aMnpa* 
6^a^eHCTBOM h crpaxoM, cnycKajiacb no cryneHflM h BHA,e- 
jia KpaH oaokah CBoero cnyTHHKa, BbicoKHe KOTypHbi, Ha 
KOTOpbie naAa^ cbct H3-iioa rviHHflHoro cocyAa. Ot 3T0ro 
TbMa KpyroM crym&nacb eme 6o;iee. 

ATocca He Mynnjiacb 6oJibiue BonpocoM — kto TaK 
crpauiHO Tpy6nji b Tpy6y n0A3eMe^b«? OHa BepH.na b 60- 
>KecrBeHHOCTb ranoca, HAymero CHH3y, h crrapanacb no- 
CTHrHyTb no Hejwy caMoe 6o>KeCTBO. 

M bot 6e3AHa peBeT y ee Hor. 

ATocca BbixsaTbiBaeT pyKy H3 acecTKofi jiaAOHH nejio- 
BeKa b 6eJiOM. Tot ocrraHaBJiHBaeTCfl h pa36HBaeT rviHHHHbiH 
cocyA. 4>ane^ ocBemaeT nepHbm rpoT, Ha AHe KOToporo 
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6ypjiHT h KjioKoneT neHa. OHa 6yfiHbiM xMeneM iioahh- 
MaeTCji BBepx, 3ano;iHaeT BbieMKH h yrjiy6jieHHfl b creHax, 
noACTynaeT k cryneHflM, rAe ctoht ATocca. I~Iotom c Bon- 
jieM h CKpe>KeTOM BOAa onycicaeTCa. M3 yrjiy6jieHHH 6pw3- 

HCyT nOTOKH, KpyTflmHeCfl BOpOHKH BOIOT 3JIOBeiUHMH CM- 

peHaMH. TpoT noeT h ryAHT. Toraa H3 dymyiomeH neHbi 
noKa3biBaeTC» HepHbifi 6*3thji — do^biuoH KOHycoo6*pa3HbiH 
KaMeHb. KorAa oh Becb Bbiuien, 6e3AHa B3peBe^a oco6eHHO 
crpauiHo, h nanoBeK, AepataBiuHH (j)aKe^, BociuiHKHyji: 

— FIoKJioHHCb, h6o 3to 6orHHfl. Tbi Tenepb BHAwuib Ty, 



hto poMCAeHa neHoft MopcKow. 

ATocca cna6o B3MaxHyjia pyicaMH h yn&na Ha cryneHH. 

OnHyjiacb bo Mpane. Ee bwih noA pyKH y3KHM h3bhjih- 
jiHCTbiM xoaom. Oh ynepca b TecHoe npoCTpaHCTBO, OKaToe 
co Bcex ctopoh KaMHeM. TaM cronjia GecnpocBeTHa* TbMa* 
h &yji CHH3y BBepx npoH3HTe^bHbift BeTep. 3HaK0Mbifl rojioc 

B03BCCTHJI : 

— Y3HaH nocneAHioio h caMyio coKpoBeHHyio TafiHy 



6orHHH. OHa OTKpbiBaeTca TOJibKo Te6e. Jim Bcex CMepT- 
hmx — 6orHH5i po>KAeHa neHofi MOpCKofi, ho re6e Aa 6yAeT 
H3BecrH0, hto OHa npHiiuia OTryAa. 

Oh Bejieji noAHHTb rojiOBy, h uapHua yBHAejia bhcoko, 

KaK B ACTCTBe, CHHHH KpyiKOK He(5a H 3Be3AbI. 



VII 



Becb nyTb ao Bocqbopa npocHAena b maTpe, b KOpMo- 
boh nacTH cyAHa. UlaTep 6bui chhhh, 3aTKaHHbiH 3Be3AaMH. 
Eh He xoTe/iocb BHAeTb nepenpasy bohck, h OHa paAa 6buia, 
hto npHiujia k KOHuy uiecTBHH. 3HaJia, hto flapHH oyAeT He- 
AOBo^eH, ho He xoT&na AyMaTb hh o how, Kpoiwe co6wthji, 
BCKO^bixHyBiuero Aymy Ao AHa. 

flapHM 6bin yAHBjieH npoHcmeAiueH nepeMeHofi. B03- 
6y>KAaBiiiafl ero KorAa-TO Ha noABHrn uapnua npeACT&na 
xojioahoh h 6e3yHacrH0H k 3aAyMaHHOMy noxoAy. OHa no- 
Tyx^a, norpy3H^acb b ce6ji. Uapb paccrancfl c Hew b Tpe- 
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Bore. He nocMejwacb jim HaA hhm MyApaa AOHb Kupa, tojik- 
Hye Ha 6e3yMHyio Boitey c HeH3BecTHbiM HapoAOM? 

A OHa, BCTynMB Ha (})HHHKHHCKHft KOpa&Ib H BblflAH B 

Mope, noMyBCTBOBana ce6« Hecymefica b AOJiroacAaHHoe, b 
HeH3BecrHoe. KorAa noA nojior BpbiBajica myM bo^h, ATOCce 
BcnoMHHa^ca crpaiiiHbifl o6pa3 6orHHH jhoobh. 

To^bKo b nac|)oce no3HaeiUb HCTHHHyio A$poAHTy! 

ycra^ocTb noseprvia ee Ha Jioace, coh mojiotom yAapmi 
b TeMH. TorAa no-nor pa3ABHHy^cji, oncpbuiacb nnaAb Kop- 
Mbi h H3-3a 6opTa crajia noAHHMaTbca 6enaa rojiosa, 3a- 
raAOHHO y^bi6a«cb h cBepKaa ajioft jieHTofi kpobh. ATOCca 
3aMexanacb h 3aruiaK&na bo chc 

Tbi yMep! Tbi yMep! Tbi He npwAeuib, cnaAOCTHbift! 
Mope ujyMeJio no-ApeBHeMy, no-crrapHHHOMy. 



VIII 



Ha TpeTMH AeHb noAy^f BeTep, noKpbmiiJHH (5oica neH- 
Tapbi jieAHHOH KopKOH. rpe6ubi c TpyAOM ABHra^H BecnaMH, 
TaK MHoro Hapoc^io Ha hhx ;ibAa. KorAa ATOCca, 3aKyTaH- 
HaH b iiiKypu h TKaHH, BbirvijiHyjia H3 uiaTpa, nepHaa, KaK 
awojib, rvibioa HaBHevia HaA najiyGoH h AOJi>KHa 6buia hcmh- 
HyeMo pa3AaBHTb neHT3py. Bohhu ctohjih 6jieAHbie, yxBa- 
THBuiHCb 3a MawTbi h Bbicrynbi noMocra. Dibi6a MeAJieHHO 
onycrH^acb 3a 6opT, a ATOCca Ha MrHOBeHbe yBHAe;ia kh- 
naiuyra Aavib rioHTa. noTOM cra^a pacTH HOBan r;ibi6a h 
noAHH-nacb Bbime nepsoft. Uapuua b crpaxe 3aAepHy.na 3a- 
HaBecKy. B tot ace MHr hto-to ynajio h HaKpbiJio ee BMecTe 
c jioxceM. IUaTpa ee 6ojibiue He 6biJio; HaA Heio He&niicb 
6pbi3rw h KpyTHJiHCb AWMHbie TyMH. Tojma pa6oB, CK0Jib3fl 
h naAan, 6e>Ka^a no odjieAeHeBinefi najiytfe. 3aBepHyTyio b 
ocraTKH 3Be3AHoft TKaHH, ee CHeaiH bhh3, b TeMHyio KaioTy, 
rAe OHa oiymajia CKpwn Kopa6e;ibHbix 6peBeH, ryn Mopa, 
noAo6HbiH 3eMJieTpsceHHio, h Fijian BeTpa. 

<l>HHHKHfiubi CMcao 6opojiHCb c 6ypefi, ho npoH3HTenb- 
Hbifi HenpHBbiMHbifi xojioa HaA^iaMbisaji hx Ayx. Ohh KyTa- 
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-HHCb b Tpjinbe, 3a6HBariHCb b me;iH, OTKyAa mx n&fiKaMH 
BbiroHji^H Hasepx. nopofi, bo Mrjie, npM3paKaMH Bbipacra^H 
onepTaHMS Kopa6^en. 3to hochjich no Mopio pacceaHHbifi 

<f)JIOT. 

JXbsl aha, ABe hohh CTOHJiH MpaK, BeTep h xo;ioa. y 
neHTSpbi copBajio pyjib m 0Ha npbirajia no BOJiHaM, jimiieH- 
Han ynpaBJieHHH. FIotom Tynn pa30rHa.no, 3a6pe3acn^o 6o;ib- 
Hoe Hcejrroe cojiHu,e, h TorAa KOpa6e^biuHKM crann ruiaicaTb 
h 6HTb ce6n b rpyAb. B Mope o6o3HaHH.nacb H3BHJiMCTaH no- 
jioca neHbi. Kopad^b Heaio Ha rp»Ay KaMHefi. 

KorAa uapHue o6'Wibhjih, hto npH6;iH>KaeTca rn6e^b, 
oHa o6jianHJiacb b Aoporne oaokaw h Bejiejia noAHHTb ce6« 
Ha nafiy6y. Eh He xoTeJiocb <5biTb 3&nHTofi boaoh b tcchoh 
KaioTe h rHHTb c Kopa6jieM Ha KaMeHHCTofl oTMenH. ToTOBaa 
yjwepeTb, OHa He BepHjia b cMepTb. Ecjih ceflHac CMepTb, to 
3aneM 6biJio OTRposeHHe b UsL^oce? 

FIoAHfl^H napyc, htoom nonbiTaTbca nosepHyTb b ot- 
KpbiToe Mope, ho ero pa30pBajio b kjiohmi. Qibimajicfl 
crpaiuHbiH boh BOAOBopoTa. JIioah naAa^H Ha kojichh, Ka- 
TanHCb no na;iy6e h TOJibKO HeMHorne CTbiAHJiHCb npeAa- 
BaTbca OTHajiHHK) b npHcyTCTBHH uapHUbi. 

CnaceHHe npHWJio Heo>KHAaHHO. OKa3ajiocb, hto neHa 
jiH3ana OTJiorHH 6eper, BOBce jiHiueHHbiH KaMHefi, a to, hto 
TeMHeno h cepejio 3a 6enoi\ nojiocofi, 6bu\o He Mope, a 
poBHoe, yxoA5imee BAanb nojie. BanHbi HaABHrajwcb Ha 
Hero ropHbiMH uenaMH, c rpoMOM oGpyiuHBaa OTHrneHHbie 
xpe6Tbi. 

Kopa6jib noBepHyjio HecKOJibKO pa3 h Bbi6pocHjio Kop- 
moh Ha necoK. Ot CHJibHoro TOJiHKa Bee yna^H, ho, bckohhb, 
o6HHMa;iHCb h njiaicajiH. 

03fl6iiiafl uapnua 3acHyjia b marine, nocrpoeHHOM a-nb 
Hee b nojie H3 Konww, ih,htob h onameH, a KorAa npocHy- 
jiacb — majiaiu 6bij\ nojiOH nTHu, noxoJKHX Ha mojioamx 
nyp. Ohh thxo nocBHCTbiBa^H, KpoTKHe rjia3a 3aMHpa/iH 
ot yacaca h CMepTejibHofi yerajiocTH. Bee nojie iiieBejinjiocb 
h Aw^H^ocb ot nTHu. Cnp5rraB rojioBbi, npH>KaBuiHCb Apyr 
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k Apyry, ohm jieacajm, cnacaacb ot eeTpa, ho oh OTpwBarr 
hx ot 3eM^H ruiacrraMH h rHa.n, h Kpyntn, jioMaa KpuJibH. 
MHorAa, CH^bHbiM nopbiBOM B3MeTa^ KBepxy h yaapwi 
03eMb. Te, hto pactcpbiBajm Kpbi^bn — thS^h, 6ojiee npH- 
cnocoSHBUJHecji, njiOTHO npHXHMag hx k Te-ny, 6e>tca^H Ha 
tohkhx, nan npyTMi, HO>KKax. itec$iTKH Tbican immbero Ha- 
poAa rycTofi jiaBOH npoHecno mhmo m&naiua. 

IloTOM BeTep cran CTHxaTb, ho Mope 6yiueBa^o. ATOCce 
Ka3a^ocb, hto oho Bbiuie cyuiH h hto TeMHbie bojihm HeMH- 
HyeMo 3a^bK)T paBHHHy. K Benepy noTeiuie^o, b pa3Hbix koh- 

U,aX MOpfl 3a>KMHCb OrOHbKH. <t>HHHKHMU,bI pa3BeJIH KOCTep 

H BCK) HOHb MaXcUIH rOpfllUHMH nyHKaMH cyxofi TpaBbl. A 

yTpOM ATOCca — He to b Mope, He to b He6e — yBHACJia 
crpoHHbie K0pa6jiH c useTHbiMH napycaMH. Mhojkcctbo jio- 
AOK uuio k 6epery. IJapHua y3Hana, hto HaxoAHTca Ha Be- 
;iom OcrpOBe, KOTopwA rpeKH Ha3biB&riH Taione OcrpoBOM 
AxHJi-na. BorHHfl 4>eTHAa OTA&na ero CBoeiwy cbmy, h mop»kh, 
npoxoAHBUiHe 3Aecb b nacjwypHyio noroAy, HepeAKO bha^h 
TeHb repoa. Hame scero OHa noHB^juiacb Ha KopaGejibHbix 
pejix. 

B rjiy6HHe ocrpoBa ctohjih JKepTBeHHHK h apgbhhh 
craTyfl AxHJiJia. GraTya nopoc/ia mxom h jmmaHHHKOM, 
BnHBiuHMCfl b MpaMOp h pa3i>eAaBiiiHM ero noBepxHOCTb. 
HepTbi JiHua TpyAHO 6bino pa3o6paTb, ho b ejie 3aMeTHbix 
OMepTaHHflx ry6 h meK ATOCca c BO/iHeHHeM yjioBHjia HaAieK 
Ha y^w6Ky — Ha Ty, hto OTKpwjiacb ew Taic HeAaBHo h Jierjia 
nenaTbio Ha ee >KH3Hb. 



IX 



TpeKH 6bMiH Becevibi. OcrpoB AxHJiJia Jiewaji HeAaneKO 
ot Ae^bTbi Mcrrpa h Kopa6enbmHKH HaAea^HCb b tot )Ke 
AeHb AOCTwrHyTb ee. IlJibiJiH Bee >Ke oneHb AOJiro. y* 

CKpblJICfl EeJIblft OCTpOB C KpyJKaiUHMHCH HaA HHM MaHKaMH, 

a MaTepHKa He 6bino bhaho. Thcthsh npHKa3a^ HecKo;ibKHM 
pa6aM ;ienb Ha najiy6y h csecHTb tojiobm 3a 6opT, hto6m 
cneAHTb 3a npeAMeTaMH, nJibiBuiHMH no BOJinaM. KorAa 3a- 
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MeTHJiH HaAyTbifl GapamiH Mex, yKpaineHHbifi 6e^biMH, cm- 
hhmh h KpacHbiMH JieHTaMH, Ha nepeAHHx K0pa6^flx pa3Aa- 
jiHCb B03r^acu. BbiBaeiuHe b 3thx Mecrax 3Ha^M, hto To^bKO 

MCTp BblHOCHT B MOpe 3TH 3HaKH FIOIWIOHeHHfl eMy AHKHX 
HOMaAOB. riOTOM yBHAeJIH KaHaBUIHHCfl Ha BOJIHax ocrpoB, 
nOpOClUHH MCeJITbIM KaMblUiOM. 

BenepOM Fhcthsio noAHeaiH 3anepnHyT0H H3-3a (5opTa 
BOAbi h oh, OTBeAaB ee, npHKa3an Tpy6HTb b por: BOAa 6w- 
Jia npecHaji. Ho cpeAH Kopa<5ejibm,HKOB Hana/ica jkcctokhh 
cnop. JltJibra. Mcrpa pacKHHyjiacb b uiHpHHy ao TpexcoT 

CTaAHH H HHKTO He 3H3JI, K KOTOpOMy H3 ee nflTH pyKaBOB 

noAOiueji <})jiot. Oahh AyM&rm, hto oh HaxoAHTca B03.rce ca- 
Moro ceBepHoro H3 hhx — IlauioHa, Apyrne BbiCKa3biB&riHCb 
3a THepoH — CB^meHHoe ycrbe, pacnojio>tteHHoe Ha lore. Hh 

b oaho H3 hhx H&nb3a 6buio BcrynaTb no npHHHHe HX HCAO- 

CTaTOHHOH UJHpHHbl, a TaKMCe H3-3a OnaCHOCTH HanaAGHHH. 

CyAa Jierico MorjiH 6biTb noAowmeHbi c 6epera. TojibKO no- 
cne AOJirHX cnopOB h Ha6*JiiOAeHHH ycraHOBHJiH, hto (Jwiot 

HaxOAHTCH BOa/ie CpeAHHX BblXOAOB Ae^bTbl H 6jiH>«e Bcex 

k Ka^OHy-CTOMHOHy. Ho npn npH(wiH>KeHHH ono3Hann Ha- 
paKOH — caMbiH 6ojibiuoH pyKaB Mcrpa. 

CepAUe Atoccm noneMy-TO otta^ocb h 3aMep;io npn 

BeCTH, HTO <J)JIOT HaXOAHTCH B BHAy yCTbJl Be^HKOH CKHqb- 

CKofi peKH. Eh xoTenocb BHAeTb, KaK 6yAyT BcrynaTb b rnp- 
jio, ho cnycTHJiHCb cyMepKH h 3aKpbiJiH A&nb. ripHBHAeHHflMH 
nono^3JiH ocTpoBa h otmcjih, nopocuine tpocthhkom. Fhh- 
•nofi 3anax 6ojiot h eABa yjioBHMbm mopox Hano;iH5uiH bo3- 
Ayx. rioTOM cran pacrH 3ByK, noxo)KHH Ha roBop TOJinw. 
Oh ycH^HBancfl no Mepe npoABHweHHa h, noA KOHeu,, 3aryiy- 
mnji cryn Becen b TpiOMe. KorAa uapnua cnpocnjia, hto 
03HanaeT 3tot CKpe6ym,HH 3ByK, oHa He yaibiiu&na tojioc 
3o6a3a. CKpnn, TpecK, ypnaHHe CBep^H^iH yxo. Kopa6;iH 

6pOCHJIH flKOpfl H npOCTOflJIH BCK) HOHb cpeAH aACKoro CKpe- 

aceTa. HyjKHe 6epera BCTpenajiH 3araA0HHbiM kphkom. Tojib- 
ko k yTpy 3aTHx hx y>KacHbiH ro^oc h, KorAa B30uijio awiHue, 
OTKpbWHCb no o(5e cropoHbi 6ecKoneHHbie 6ojioTa, o6pa3o- 
BaHHbie BeceHHHM pa3JiHB0M peKH. C Kopa6\rceH hcho bhac^h, 
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KaK boas b hhx KHne^a. To KonouiH;iHCb MiuuiHOHbi Jiary- 

UJCK, HanOJlHflBUJHX MHp CBOHM KBaKaHbeM. 

CyAa TpoHy^MCb no H3BHBaM peKM. IlycTbiHHbie 6epera 
sesuiu tockoh, xojioaom h crpaxoM HeBeAOMbix cTpaH.A-rocca 
cHAe-na b naiOTe, 3aBepHyBuiHCb b 3BepHHbie uiKypu. no 
BpeMeHaM npH3biBa;ia 3o6a3a h cnpaiuHBajia, KorAa 6yACT 

CKH(f)Hfl? 

Mbi y>Ke Bcrynw^H b Hee, Be^HKaa uapHua. I~Io npa- 
Byio pyKy Bee BpeMH TflHyTCH ckh^ckmc crenH, ho ohh He 
Aoctomhw TBoero B3r^«Aa. CaM ApHMaH He CMor 6bi oTbi- 
cnaTb 6o.iee 6e30TpaAHoro Mecrra ajw csoero npeo"biBaHH$i. 

HayTpo secna b TpioMe He pa6oT&nH. 
Mbi npHdbuiH, — B03BecTH^ 3o6a3. 

rieHTspa uapHubi crojuia b caMOH ryme craAa K0pa6- 
jiefi, TOjinHBiiiHxcj!, KaK oiOHbi b 3aroHe. HaA hhmh c yHbi- 
jiwm KpHKOM Kpy>KH^acb 6ena*i nmua. 3aAyMMHBaa pexa, 
BHBiuajicfl no CecKpafiHefi paBHHHe, HH3KHe He6eca h nyKofi, 
He3HaKOMbifi BeTep B03BecTHJi ATOcce, hto OHa b npeAABe- 
pHH Ckh<|)hh, Ha py6eme He3HaeM0H 3cmjih. 
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B OJIbBMM 



I 



FIpHe3A HwKOAeMa Bceraa 6i>iji coCbiTHeM a-nh OjibBHH, 
ho ceftHac oh CBe/i c yMa Becb ropoA. Heo6biKHOBeHHaa u.e^b 
nyTeuieCTBMa aiyKHJia npeAMeTOM cnopos Ha Bcex nepe- 
KpecrKax. ripocrofi HapoA nojiara^, hto noe3AKa HMeeT 
uejibio npoHHKHOBeHHe b crrpaHy HHTapa h 30JiOTa. Ha ere- 
Hax noflBH^HCb pHcyHKH, H3o6pa>KaBuiHe HHKOAeMa b 6*opb- 
6e c rpH(}){})OHaMH, jih6o noxmuaiomHM y hhx 30jioto. Bao- 
Ba, KOTopOM oh npocrHJi AOJir, npHHeaia eMy aMyneT b bhac 

rpH(})(J)OHa C 30JIOTbIMH KpblJIbflMH H KJIIOBOM. y^HMHbie 

Ma^bMHuiKH ne^H: 

Ky^a HAeuib, yjiHTKa, 

Kyaa nojreeuib, poraTan? 

ft enemy 3a Hhkoa6mom 

B CTpaHy Mpaica, b CTpaHy 30JiOTa. 

HO 3HaTHbie O^bBHOnO^HTbl He COMHeBa^HCb B HCKpeH- 
HOCTH ero OIOB, XOTH H He MOFJIH o6T>HCHHTb CTOJIb CTpaH- 

Horo nocrrynKa. Kto Mor 6u npeAnojio>KHTb, hto MHpHbift 
TOproBeu, CTpeMHBuiMMCfl TO^bKo k cTji>KaHHK), CTaHeT ce- 
roAHH My>KeM bohhw h onojmHTCB, KaK paBHbiH, Ha Koro 
>Ke? Ha B^aAWKy MHpa. HenocTO>KHMO. nycTb 6orw noKpo- 
BHTejibCTByioT eMy. KaKOBo 6bi hh 6hino ABHxtymee Hawano 
ero 3aMbicjia, 6e3yMHe hjih HCKpa 6o>KecTBeHHoro orHH 
He HaM cyAHTb ero noerynKH. Ecjih sto 6e3yMHe — oho 

BeJIHHeCTBeHHO H AOCTOHHO IlpeKJIOHeHHfl. OHH TOJIbKO B3AbI- 

xajiH o m6ejm ero HecMeTHbix 6oraTCTB. 

Otuob ropoAa CMyma^o opy>KHe, npHBe3eHHoe Hhko- 
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ACMOM, KOTOpoe OH, Harpy3HB Ha OCJIOB, XOTeJI BC3TH K 

CKH(|)aM. IlpoAaBaTb h AapHTb opyatHe crenHflicaM 3anpe- 
ma^och. TopoA MHoro Tepne^ ot hx Ha6eros h He pa3 chacji 
b ocaAe. Oahh anaAe^eu opyatefiHoft MacTepcicofi npHroso- 
peH 6ua k CAiepTH 3a TafiHyjo npOAaxcy cbohx H3Ae^HH ckm- 
<J>aM. Ho HHKOAeMy hhkto He pewa^ca cica3aTb cjiobo ynpe- 
Ka. Bee b ropoAe, ot apxoHTa ao nocneAHero peMecjieHHHita, 
McnwTbiBanH Ha ce6e &nacn> ero AeHer. rpoMaAHaa TOJina 
TOproBues h coAep>KaTeneH MacrepCKHx KOpMHJiacb 6jia- 
roAapji eMy. KancAbifl roA, k ero npHe3Ay, ohh OTnpaBJia- 
jiHCb Ha 6ojibiuHx pewHbix cyAax BBepx no THnaHHcy h Eo- 
pHcc|)eHy, HTo6bi cnynaTb 3epHO y CKH(J)0B-3eMJieAeJibueB h 

c6bIBaTb HM IVIHHJIHyiO H 6pOH30ByiO nOCyAy, BHHa, TKaHH, 

yKpaiueHHfl, npHB03HMbie H3 3;uiaAbi hjih BbipaSoTaHHbie 
3Aecb no 3aKa3y HnKOAeMa. HeKOTOpwe 6oranH o6$i3aHbi 
6bi/iH eMy cocroflHHeM. Ero He TOJibKO hthjih, ho jik>6hjih: 
6eAHbie — 3a meApocrb h Be^HKOAyuine, 6oraTbie — 3a jiio- 

6e3H0CTb, CHHCXOAHTenbHOCTb H nOCTOflHHyK) TOTOBHOCTb 

noMoraTb b npHyMHOweHHH 6oraTCTB. Oh HHKoro He pa30- 
pwi, HHKoro He 3aKOBa^ b uenH 3a AOJira. OiaBa ero 6biJia 
TaKOBa, mto, noKejiafi oh noce^HTbca b CX/ibBHH, oh Mor 6m 
crraTb ee riH3HCTpaTOM. 

He M&nyiO pOflb B CHHCXOAHTe^bHOCTH OJIbBHOnOJIHTOB 

cbirpa^H cnyxH o roTOBjimeMCji nepcHACKOM HamecTBHH. 

OHO Ka3ajlOCb 6peAOBbIM BblMblCVIOM, HO OHH He MOH/IH He 

BepHTb HnKOAeiwy, BHAeBiiieMy co6crrBeHHbiMH r^a3aMH ny- 
AOBHmHbie opAW, nepeuieAiiiHe Boc^op. Ckh$ck2l% onac- 
Hocrb 6^eAHena nepeA 3T0fi yrpo30H. Bot noneMy caMbie 
crrporHe 6^arocKJiOHHO OTHOCH^HCb k 3aTee HHKOAeMa h 
noMorajiH b ero npnroTOBJieHHHx. EMy noAo6pajiH apTejib 
na^^HnHAOB AJifl conpoBo>KAeHHfl h oxpaHw KapaBaHa. Kaji- 

JIHnHAbl 6b]JlH CKH(})aMH, HO 3aHHM&HHCb 3eM^eAeJIHCM, HCHJIH 
B HenOCpeACTBeHHOH 6.KH30CTH K O.KbBHH H yCBOHJIH 3JIJIHH- 
CKHft H3bIK H 06bmaH. TpeKH CMHTa^H HX CBOHMH COK)3HHKa- 

mh, no3Boji5!jiH cejiHTbCH noA caMbiMH creHaMH ropoAa, a 
HaH6ojiee 6oraTbie h 3HaTHbie KawiHnHAM KMejiH co6crBeH- 
Hbie AOMa b O^bBHH. FlyTeujecTBHe 6e3 hhx 6mjio 6m He- 
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bo3mo}kho. npeACTOjMo math Ha cesep nepe3 jiecHcryio 
MecrHOCTb, Hepe3 Heo6o3pHMbie crenn, no KOTOpbiM Jimiib 
HeMHorne rpeKH pem&nHCb e3AHTb. TaKHe noe3AKH 6bmaJiH 
pa3 b AecHTH^eTHe h o hhx AOJiro roBopHJiH bo Bcex KOJIO- 

HHJ1X riOHTa, KaK Be/IHMaHUieM C06bITHH. HeCKOJIbKO JieT 

Ha3aA noAo6Hoe nyTeuieCTBHe coBepuiHJi nepnrop H3 Ojib- 
bhh. Ero yKa3aHH»MH no^b30Banc» Tenepb Hhkoacm. B 
CBHTy k HeMy nonano HecKOJibKO K&n;mnHAOB, e3AHBiiiHx c 
riepHropoM h 3HaBUiHX AOpory. Hhkoacm ao^>kch 6bin npo- 
HHKHyTb b pacnojioMceHHe opA CKonacHca, noBe^HTe^a uap- 
crBeHHbix ckhc^ob, caMbix MHoroHHCJieHHbix h caMbix cypo- 

BblX, CMHTaBUJHX Bcex OCT&TCbHblX cbohmh pa6aMH. ToproB- 

jik> c hhmh rpeKH Be/M nepe3 3eivuieAe^bMecKHe anejvieHa h 
ynoMHH&nH o hhx He HHane, KaK c coAporaHneM. 

Jlymue Te6e BcrynHTb b cok>3 c BcriKaMH, neM craTb 
ApyroM 3thx pa36oHHHKOB h Aymery6oB, — roBopH.™ Hh- 
KOAeMy. Ho oh ynpflMO TBepAH^: 

KorAa HanHHaeTCji OHTBa, He OBeu, nycKaiOT Ha Bpa- 
ra, ho JibBOB h THrpoB. Ecjih 3Jibie no6eAHT AecnoTa h pa3- 
6oHHbie H36aBHT MHp ot nopa6omeHHH, to 6;iaroaiOBeHHO 
BapBapCTBo! HeM HeyKpOTHMee 3Bepb, TeM jiymue. 

3aHHMancb npHroTOB^eHHHMH k OTbe3Ay, Hhkoacm 
nocemaji Apy3efi, ycrpaHBan nnpu, 3axoAHJi b xpaMbi, noA- 
HHMajiCK Ha ropoACKHe creHbi, 6*poah;i no TecHbiM 3aKoy;i- 
KaM, yromaa 4ocoHorHx petfjiTHiiieK aiaAKHMH c{)HHHKaMH. 
BbiBa^o, He ycnes npnexaTb b OjibBHio, oh y>Ke MenTa^ o 
B03BpameHHH b MHJieT. Oh JiaacoBO npe3Hpa^ ee 3a rpy- 

60CTb, 3a BOHb y3KHX yjIHU., CKpHn )KepHOBOB, nOAOOHblH 

ocnHHOMy peBy, hcciuhhch H3 Harjiyxo 3aKpbiTbix aomob. 
Tenepb ee HiyMbi h 3anaxn 6bum Aoporn, KaK noaieAHHH 

0T3ByK S^^aAbi. 

C thxoh rpyCTbio nocemaji oh HeKponojib. TaM eme 
ctojijih crojieTHHe CTejiJibi ocHOBaTe^efi O/ibBHH h nepBbix 
nocejieHueB b stom ahkom Kpaio. HHTaa hx HMeHa, Hhkoacm 
npoHHKancH TenjibiM nyBCTBOM poactbchhocth h eAHHonjie- 

MeHHOCTH. Bee OHH 6bWH BblXOAUaMH H3 MHJieTa H KaMeHb 

coxpami/i hx npeACMepTHbie npHBeTbi CBoefi 3aMOpCKofi 
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pOAHHe. rio3AHHe noKOJieHHH pe>Ke ynoMHHa^H ManeT b HaA- 
rpo6Hbix HaAnHCjix, ho b hhx Hhkoacm TOMce nyBCTBOBaJt 
cbohx 3eM^jiKOB. HiySoKO nenajibHoe h ycjia>KAaiomee 6bi.no 
b Ce^bix MpaMopax, b noMHH&nbHbix aHa<}>opax, b anMTa- 
(Jjmhx h b kopotkhx HaAnnoix: «racTHOH, >KeHa MpaK^M^a 
m AOHb BacHJia, npomafrre!» «3hhobhh, cwh 3hhobh5i, 
npoman!» 

Hhkoacm 3aBMAOBa;i 3TOMy THXOMy npHcraHHmy b 
3eAuie pOAHoro ropOAa, hoa 6okom y Apy3efi, h OTroHflJi 
Mbiaib o co6cTBeHHOM Mormie, KOTOpyio He 6yAeT yKpaiuaTb 
6e;ias crea^a c TaKofi we npocTOH h 3aAymeBHOH HaAnHCbio. 
CKH(})CKHe ao>kam, CHera bumoiot h BbiGevwiT ero kocth... 

B AeHb 0TT>e3Aa ropowaHe creKJiHCb k xpaMy AxHJWia, 
noKpoBHTanfl Mopfl. TaM co6panacb bch 6oraTaa h 3HaTHa* 
0^ibBH5i. TopOA npHiue^ nposoAHTb HHKOAeMa b ero He- 
o6biKHOBeHHoe nyTeiuecTBHe. CKHc^bi-KaruiHnHAbi, B3flTbie 
A-nfl conpoBo>KAeHHji KapasaHa, MOJiH;iHCb c hhm BMecrre 
<t>aprHMacaAe, KaK ohm Ha3biBa.iH nocefiAOHa. Ohh mth^h 
b HeM 6ora HHWHero He6a. Oactw ohh 6mjih, no o6m- 

naio uapCTBeHHbix ckh^ob, b A-flHHHbie KO>KaHbie uiTaHbi h 

KypTKH. 

KorAa kohmhjich o6pjiA ocBjimeHHfl AOcnexoB, Hhko- 
AeM TyT ace b xpaMe o6ji&nmcH b JiaTbi, b3h;i Kom>e, iuht 
h HaA&n uiJieM c nbiuiHbiM rpetfHeM H3 kohckhx bojioc. 

3TO CaM 60>KeCTBeHHbIH AxHJIJl! •— BOCIUIHKHy^ 

BocxHiueHHbiH rojioc. Ero noAAepwajiH ^bCTHBbie B03iviacbi 
co Bcex ctopoh. CpaBHHBa^H c Tepax^OM, c H3ohom, Oahc- 
ceeM, Aa>Ke c ApacoM. 

HacTynH^ caMbifi 3HaMHTe;ibHbiH momcht. Bee 3h&tih, 
hto Hhkoacm xoneT npHHecTH 6oraTbie Aapbi b MecTb rio- 
cefiAOHa, CBoero noKpOBHTe/m, wen Tpe3y6eu, boah;i ero no 
MOpHM h Hbe 6jiaroBo^eHHe conyTCTBOBajio b 3aAyMaHH0M 
AeJie. Ka>KAbiw xoTe;i BHAeTb, weM o6oraTHT hx xpaM 
6e3yMHbiH mhjicthhhh. >KAa;iH meApofi wepTBbi, ho to, hto 
yBHAejiH, npeB3om.no caMoe acaAHoe Boo6pa>fceHHe. K noA- 
ho>khk) KepTBeHHHKa noCTaBH^H cepe6pjiHbiH KOTen, Ha 
CTeHKax KOToporo H3o6pa>Ka;iacb 6opb6a Te3ea c Mhho- 
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TaBpOM. FIOTOM npHHeCJIH JIUlMOBblM 1U.HT C TO/IOBOH MeAy- 

3bi H3 HHCToro 3anoTa. Ee 3MeHHbie KocMbi jiynaMH pacny- 
CTHjiMCb no TeMHofl 3ejieHH AHCKa. 3a hhmh c;ieAOBa;i Men, 
BbiBe3eHHbiM H3 ErHnTa, yKpameHHbifi Tona3aMH, 3o;iOTbie 
h cepe6pjiHbie uenH, aicmoBbie kjiukh, crrpaycoBbie onaxa^a, 

6jieCT5HUHe MaTepHH C BbllllHTblMH KapTHHaMH H y30paMM. 

Tyj\ BocxHiueHHH npoHecca no xpaMy, B3opbi cBeTRnHCb 
yMHjieHHeM h Koraa Hhkoacm o6paTHJica k ojibBHHuaM c 
npomajibHbiM npHBeTOM, oh yBHAeji .nee noAHflTbix pyK, jih- 
ua, cBeTHLUHeca Jiio6oBbio h ycra, HCTOHaBuuHe 3aAyiueBHbie 
npH3HaHHH. OjibBHfl eme hm pa3y He BHAeJia crcwib nwuiHOfl 
npoueccHH, KorAa Hhkoacm, bmhah H3 xpaiwa, conpoBOJK- 
AaeMbiH BOopy>KeHHOH cbhtoh, ABHHyjica k topoackhm bo- 
poTaM. TaM oh couieji c kohh, noiuiOHHJicji ropOAy, 6ypH0 
npHacaji k rpyAH Apy3ew. HapoA c ruianeM jvtaxa;i uianKaMH, 
iuiam.aMH, noBH3KaMH h jnonro cjibimajiocb: 



npomaw, Hhkoacm. 



II 



THnaKHpHC npoTeKa^ nepe3 jiecwcTyio MecrHOCTb, .ne- 
}KaBinyio k ceBepy ot OjibBHH. rio^Haa 6ojiot h ctoahhx 
boa, OHa Abiuiajia ;iHxopaAKaMH, BpeAHbiMH HcnapeHHAMH h 
Hacwji&na Ha ropOA 6o;ie3HH. npOHTH ee mohcho 6biJio m/ib- 
ko peKOH. THHJibie nHH, nopocuiHe mxom hbu, cKproneHHbie 
CTBOJibi AepeBbeB, BbipocuiHx ypoAaMH H3-3a o6h;ih5i BjiarH, 
Topnajiw no cropOHaM. Eepera nopofi HCHe3a;iH h TorAa Ae- 

peBbfl BblXOAHJIH npHMO H3 BOAbl. OTKpblBaJIOCb 60/IOTO, 

3e^eHeBiuee jihctmimh KyBiiiHHOK, HapocraMH jiflrymaHbeH 
HKpu, 3BeHeBiuee ot nTHHbero roMOHa. BocxHiueHHbie u,an- 
;ih 3aMHpajiH Ha oahom Hore, co3epuaa rpoivtaAy TpHapw. 
BpeMeHaMH peKa cyKHB&ziacb HacmribKO, mto Beoia ynw- 
pa/iHCb b 6epera. TorAa KawiHnHAbi c TpeBorofi BCMarpH- 
Ba^HCb b TO^bKO hto HaHHHaBiiiyio pacnycKaTboi jincrBy, 
HaBHCiuyio HaA boaoh: ohh 6oHJiHCb ahkhx njieMeH, Hace- 
^jibujmx Jiec. OAeTbie b 3BepHHbie ujKypbi, Boopy>KeHHbie 

KOIIbflMH H JiyKaMH, >KHTeJIH JieCOB peBHMBO OXpaHflJIH CBOH 
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A e6 P H ot Hy*Aoro BToptteraw. 3a kukaum KycroM, Ha 
Ka>KAOM noBopoTe peKH Morjia npHTaHTbca CMepTb. Hhko- 
acm MacTO bhacji s^OBemee ApowaHHe BeTBefl b npH6epe>K- 
hwx aapooiflx h GKbiwa* cryK 6apa6a H a b name. Oh 3BynaA, 

KaK iviyxwe VAapw b ABepb. 

rnnaKHpHC — thxhh, chokohhwh — to 3MeHJtcs no 

;iecy, to THHyjica npaMofi jihhhch. 

Hhkoacm HacrojiJi, mto6w TpH3pa uuia He TOJIbKO 
AHeM, ho h HOMbio. 3to 6wjio onacHO H3-3a HesHaHHfl peKH 
m ee noBopoTOB, ho oh sejieji ocBemaTb nyn> orHeM, pa3- 
BeAeHHbiM b mejiesHOH KJieTKe, noABeuieHHOH Ha a*hhhom 
uiecTe k Hocy TpHapu. Ctbwiw h cynb» BcraBaJiH TorAa 

KOCT^JIBblMH npHBHAeHHflMH, HepHblMH HyAOBHlUaMH nOAHH- 

ManHCb H3 nbwiaBiiieH boau Koparn, a ABe JioAbH c kohjimh 
h oaiaMH, QjeAUJHe Ha npnuene, KaK ropw, h rpoM03AHB- 
uiHeca Ha hhx Kynw ceHa yrpowaiome HepHejm. PyneBwe Ha 
^OAbHx h Ha TpHape noCTOJMHO nepemiHKa^HCb. PaoaM 

CTpaUJHO 6bMIO OT 3THX KpHKOB, OyAHBUIHX 3aCHyBUJHH fl& 

n AO^ro He CMOJiKaBuiHX b ero HeApax. MHorAa peny 3aB0- 
^aKHBa^o TyMaHOM h TorAa cyAa ocT-aHaBJiHBajiHCb h npH- 

cnyiuHBa^HCb b tcmhotc k uiopoxaM h B3A0xaM .neca. 

Tpn ahh ui^h no THnaKHpncy. Ha MeTBepTbifl — no- 
Aouijih k Mecry, rAe peKa cyacHsanacb h 6buca 3aBaneHa 
6ojibuiHMH AepeBbHMH. OTCioAa HanHHajicji neuiHM TpaKT 

b r/iy6b Ckh(})hh. 

B jiecy ryu&n 6apa6aH, tohho 6hjih najiKOH b bm- 
Ao^djieHHyio Ko-noAy. Hhkoacm couieji Ha 6eper b conpo- 
Bo>KAeHHH AecflTKa ne^oBeK h yrviy6"HJiCH b 3apocnH. Tpo- 
nHHKa BHjiacb Mew Ay KycroB KopaBbix ojibx, BbicrynaK)- 
iuhx H3 3eM^H KopHefi h He no3BOJi»^a BHAeTb Aa^ibiue, 
^eM Ha HecKOJibKo waroB. Ka;uiHnHAbi npeAynpeAHJiH, mto 
bchkhh, BCTynaiomHH Ha TponHHKy, OTAaeT ce6a Ha mh- 
Jiocrb jiecHoro HapoAa. Hhkoacm b stom y6eAHJicn, KOrA* 

"a OAHOM H3 nOBOpOTOB KajIJIHIIHAbl, nOBa^HBUIHCb Ha 3eM- 

<o. 3MejiMH pacnojis^HCb no KycraM, a Bosjie npasoro niaaa 

CVK M eMa 3aAP0>Kajia CT P ejia > B0H3HBlliaHC3 B ApeBeCH** 

y • wa namH pasAajiocb BopKOBaHHe rojiy6*. KajuimiHAW 
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OTBeTHJW MeM-TO, nOXOiKHM Ha COdaHHH Jiafi, H n03BOHHJIH 

b 6pOH30Byio nocyny. B otbct onjrrb 3aBopKOBa^H. 

KorAa yr^y6wjiHCb b r,ec Ha Ao6py*o craAHK), OTKpbi- 
jiacb no^HHa. TaM paccTaBHJiH nocyAy, pa3Jio>KHJiH Tonopw 

H BCe, B3HTOe C TpHdpbl. MOHHCTO H HO>KH nOJIOMCHJIH Ha Bbl- 

cokhh neHb. 3to 03Hana^o, hto ohh npHHOCH-nncb b Aap. 
rioTOM KajuiHnHAbi cpe3a^H ABa bmcokhx mecra h b6hjih 
KOHuaMH b 3eMJiK>, no^ojKHB Ha hhx nepeiuiaAHHy, Hano- 
Ao6He BopoT. Ha Hen cji&iajM crojibKO 3apy6oK, cicojibKO 
6buio jHOAew, KOHew h ocjiob y HwKOAeMa. BepHyBtuHCb Ha 
Kopa6jib h Bbi>KAaB Bpejvwi, Hhkoacm CHOBa nocna^ ^ioAen 
b jiec. Ohh npHHecjw 6*o6*poBbie uiKypw, Ka6aHbH kjiwkh h 

BblAOJI&ieHHblH AepeBSHHbl^ JIOTOK C AHKHMH COTaMH. KaJI- 

JinnHAbi 6bvm Becenbi, noTOMy hto nepeKJiaAHHy c 3apy6- 
KaMH Ham/iH chhtoPi. JlecHOH HapOA He npenflTCTBOB&n npo- 
xoKAeHHK) B crenb. 

KorAa oaibi 6bijiH Harpy>KeHbi, kohh oceA^iaHbi h jiioah 

TOTOBbl, HHKOAeM CnyCTHJICH B TpiOM. 

3 o6emaji BaM cBoooAy, — cica3aji oh rpe6u,aM, 
h 5i CAepHcy cBoe cjiobo. OTHbiHe bu 6o;ibLue He pa6bi. Ka>K- 
AOMy a HanHca^ OTnycKHyio h, KorAa BepHeTecb b OjibBHio, 
bh no^yHHTe hx bot y Hero. — Oh yna3a^ Ha KopMHero. 
KpoMe Toro, b HanpaAy 3a G/iyacoy h b BocnoMHHaHne o sa- 
uieM rocnoAHHe, Bbi nojiynHTe no ABaAuaTb ApaxM cepe6pa. 
3to Aacr B03M0>KH0CTb BaM BepHyrbca Ha pOAHHy h 063a- 

BeCTHCb C06CTBeHHbIM aomom. TpH3py CO BCeM, MTO Ha HeH 

ocraflocb, Aapio BaM. npHnacos Ha Hefi cranbKO, mto xBaTHT 
AJia B03BpameHHH b O^bBHio h Aa)Ke a.™ njiaBaHHH b Mhjict. 

Oh npHKa3afl HaACMOTpmnicaM CH$rrb uenn c rpeCuoB. 
KopMHHH h na^y6*Hafl npHOiyra roiaicanH, ho rpe6uw 

xpa HHJIH Me pTBoe MOJinaHHe. 

Hhkoacm couien Ha 6eper h ce^ Ha kohji. B oKHa 6uno 

&mj$°> KaK 0H TpoHyjica c KapaBaHOM h Hcne3 3a AepeBbg- 

****. A rpe6nbi npoAo;i>Ka^H CHAeTb H3BajiHHflMH. 06pyiiJHB- 

***3$cfl cBO^OAa npHAaBHJia hx Tji>Ke;ibiM KaMHeM. floTOM 

^\)k?m AP orH y n 0T 3BepHHoro peBa. JIioah BCKaKHBa^H c 

ecr M^xa/iH pyicaMH, nwicajiH h BbuiH. Ohh BbipBajiHCb Ha 
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nany6y t nepesepHy^H Bee BBepx ahom h crajiM jiOMaTb ko- 
pade^bHoe HMymecrBo. Kto-to KpHKHyji: 

Ben HaACMOTpiuHKOB! 

HaACMOTpmHKH 6w^h npeAMeTOM roAaMH HaKaruiHBaB- 
lueficfl HeHaBHCTH; mx CBHcramHe 6hhh cHwiHCb rpe6u,aM b 

KOpOTKHX KOUJMapHblX CHaX. MblCflb O TOM, HTO 3TM JIIOAH, 

nMBUJMe hx KpoBb, HaxoAHTCH b hx pyKax — nopa3HJia rpe6- 

UOB. Ha MHr OHH npMTMX^M. IlOTOM C HeBHAaHHOM flpOCTbK) 

HananH HCTpeCneHHe BHepauiHHX na^aneH. fla^y6a OKpacw- 

JiaCb KpOBbK) M Ha CHaCTflX nOBHCJIM AblMJIlUHeCJI BHyTpeH- 

hocth. ripMCTynH^H k KopMHeMy, Tpe6y$i BbuaTb omycKHbie 
rpaMOTbi. Oh BbiHec Jiapeu. c nannpycaMH h OTAa^ KaatAOMy 
ero AOKyMeHT. Pa6bi 6ecnoM0iuHO Aep>K&nn hx b pyKax, He 
3Haa, KyAa nojio>KHTb h hto c hhmh Ae^iaTb. y mhohix ohm 

CKOpO dblJIH CMHTbl H pa30pBaHbI. Ho KOpMHerO He OTnyCTH- 

jih, ot Hero noTpe6oBa^H HeMeA-neHHofi Bbuunn ABaAuaTH 
ApaxM cepe6pa. 

CepeGpa 3Aecb Her, Bbi ero nojiyHHTe b OjibBHH. 

Oh xoneT yupacTb Hame cepe6po! B BOAy ero! 

BopBa^HCb b KaiOTy, o6*biCKajiH Bee yrvibi h He HaHAfl 
AeHer, y^HJiH KopMMero. Ilocjie stofo, Kan muuih, paccbina- 
jiwcb no Tpnape, npoHHKajiH bo Bee uxenu h BbrracKHBavw 
BCHKyto Me^OHb. ,Zlo6paJiHCb ao BHHa h nniuH, oncpbi- 
jih 6e3yAep>KHoe nnpuiecTBo. HHKorAa He eBUine AOCbiTa, 
HCTpe6^a^H Tenepb orpOMHoe KO^HMecTBo* npHnacoB. riepe- 

nHBLUHCb, 3aBOAH^H CCOpbl H ApaKH. BcnOMHHJIH, MTO Ha^O 

B03BpamaTbcji b OjibBHio, ho hhkto He xoTeji caAHTbCH 3a 
Becna. Mx HanajiH py6HTb, jioMaTb h H3 o6jiomkob pa3B0AHTb 
KocTep Ha 6epery. 06pa30Ba.iHCb Bpa>KAyK)u,He rpynnw, 
BCTynaBuiHe b KposaBbie ctmhkh Apyr c ApyroM. K hohh 
6oJibmafl MacTb pa6oB MepTBeuKH cnajia Ha TpHape h b ;iOAt>- 
hx c ceHOM, a ocra^bHbie jih6o rajiAeJiH, chah y KOCTpa, jih6o 
HOCH^HCb c ropHLUHMH to^obhjimh no 6epery. 

B nojiHOMb ceHO h cojioMa Ha jioamtx BcnuxHyjiH rw- 
raHTCKHM onaMeHeM; no>Kap nepeKHHy;iCH Ha TpH3py. OHa 
4>aKeJiOM nbuia^a ao yTpa, noxopoHHB b cbohx HeApax iibH- 
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hwx rpe6u,0B. Cnaawcb HeMHorHe. flpo>KaiuHe, 6ecnoMom- 
Hbie TorrrajiHCb ohm Ha 6epery h oahh 3a ApyrHM naviH ot 
crpe^ h KonHH HeBHAHMoro Bpara. 



Ill 



A Hhkoacm, npoiUfl cyMepKH ;ieca, Bbiuie^ noA flpKoe 
He6o, noKa3aBiueecH eMy hobwm h HeBHAaHHbiM. To 6bUio 
He6o creneft — BbicoKoe, KpHcranbHO npo3paHHoe — Bo- 

^KeCTBeHHblH KynOTI, COOTBeTCTByK>UJ,HH uiHpoTe Miipa. 

Jlpyr moh, — cKa3aji Hhkoacm K&njiHnHAy, yKa3bi- 
Baa Ha crenb, — mu bxoahm b nycrbiHHbiH xpaM, ho He Ka- 
^kctch jih Te6e, hto oh TOpwecTBeHHee Bcex yKpauieHHbix 
cbhthjihlu h 6^H«ce cepAuaM 6oros? 3Ta Heo6o3pHMa« 
opxecrpa co3AaHa caMHM 3escoM h npeAHa3HaneHa }t,m Be- 

JIHKHX AeHCTB, &JIH CBHlUCHHblX MHCTepHH. HHMTO MCflKOe 

h nouuioe He iwoaceT npoH30HTH Ha TaKofl 3ejvuie. B-naaceHHO 
Bee >KHBymee b 3toh oGhtcjih npocrpaHCTBa, oho 6;iH>Ke 

CTOHT K TaHHaM MHp03AaHHH, HCM Mbl. 

fla, — OTBeTHJi K&njiHnHA, — mm BcrrynaeM b pac- 
nojio>KeHHe CHacTJiHBoro imeMeHH: oho HHKorAa He ceer 
xjie6a h HMeeT cothh twchm ko6i>iji. 
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HA KPAK) CBETA 



I 



ATOcca Bejie^a pa36HTb cboh maTep b crepH HeA^neKO 
ot Mcrpa. TaM naxjio HenpocoxmeH seMJieft, tjichom npo- 
ui^oroAHHX rpae h Myrb 3aMeTHOfi CBeacecTbio npo6HBaio- 
meHCfl 3e/ieHH. CTenb paccmna^acb nycTbiHHaa h yHbiJiaa. 
HHMero, KpoMe ryn, rpy3H0 ruibiBUiHX H3 TyMaHHOH ahjih. 

ycraBiiiH ot co3epuaHMa rcwiofi paBHHHbi, uapHua 
o6paiua^a B3op k peice, rAe ctojiji ropoA K0pa6jieft. TaM, 
Ha 6epery, c HeBMAaHHOH GbicrpoTOH BbipacranH ABe <5pe- 
BeHHaTbie 6auiHH. Ohh ynep^HCb b He6o, Kan crrojio'bi ph- 

raHTCKHX BOpOT, H Ha HHX BTamjHJIH rpOM03AKHe CHapflAW 

A-nfl CTpe^bdbi ApoTHKaMM h crpejiaMH. ATOcca noAHflJiacb 
TyAa, HTo6w jiymue BHAeTb crenHbie AajiH. CTenb pa3ABH- 
Hyjiacb, cra^a uiHpe, ho ocrasa^acb Taicofi >Ke 6e3M0JiBHofl, 
6ecnpHK)TH0H. To;ibKo chhhh no/ioca ropH30HTa BbiiviHAeJia 
mfvihctoh 3aBecoH, 3a KOTopoH CK.rcyo'HJiocb HeAoopoe, noA- 
creperaiomee. BnHBaacb ivia3aMH b 3Ty 3acacbiBaiomyio 
cHHb, ATOcca npo3peBa^a Taicoe, oTnero eft craHOBH^ocb 
CTpaiuHO. TorAa OHa OTBopaMHBa^acb h CMOTpena Ha Mcrp. 
y noAHoxcbfl 6auieH rpoM03AH;iHCb Kopa6\riH, cyeTHjiHCb 
TbicflMH pa6oB: MaHApoKJi TBopH.n cBoe BTOpoe nyAO. HacrH 
MOCTa, 3aroTOBvieHHbie, noMeMeHHbie KpacKOH, yoaAbiBa- 
jwcb 6bicrpo b cooTBeTCTBHH c 3aMbicji0M. KpenKHe 6peBHa 
Buen^a^HCb b 6opTa, noBHcaa HaA boaoh , npaBH^bHWMH 

pJIAaMH. 

TapMOHHfl CTpoHTe^bCTBa noKopuna AToccy, h OHa no- 
AOJiry CMOTpejia, Kan AepeBjwHbie pe6pa CMe;io cxBaTbiea- 
jih AHKyio, ot Bena CBo6oAHyjo peny. 
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OAHamAbi yTpoM ee pa36yAHJi uiyM. CeMepbix bohhob, 

CTOflBUIHX HOHbK) Ha CTpa>Ke, HaiUJIH 3ape3aHHbIMH. Bojiocw 

hx 6buiH coApaHbi c ranosu BMecre c Koacefi. THpaHbi 3a- 
BOJiHOB&nHCb. no Tpe6oBaHHH> rHCTH3ji, ujaTep uapHUbi ne- 
peHeaiH c 6epera Ha Kopa6jib. Ho b cneAyiomyio HOHb hko- 
pa neTbipex cy^oB, noAAepKHBaBuiHx moct, OKa3&nHCb 
o6pe3aHHbiMH. BanKH 3acKpHnejiH h 3aTpemajiH, copsaHHbie 
TeneHHeM KOpa6;iH nnyxo yAapjuiHCb o HHKeCTOHiUHe. FleH- 
T3pa Atoccw no^yHHJia cro^b cwibHbiH tojihok, hto uapnua 
ynana c csoero ;io>Ka. B noAHflBiueficfl TpeBore AOJiro He 
MorjiH OTKpbiTb npHHHHbi CMjrreHH*. KorAa ace 0Ha BbijiCHH- 
Jiacb, rHCTHSH npHiuea b yipocrb. 

M3MeHa! 3^ecb cKpbiBaeTca Bpar, TaftHo BpeAflmHH 
Ae^y uapfl uapefi. riycrb a He yBHiKy Mn^eTa, ecjiH yrpOM 
ace He HafiAy ero h He pa3py6jno roJioBy mchom! 

Ho noHCKH OKa3anHCb 6e3ycneuiHbiMH. 

TpeKH HacropoKHJiHCb, crajiH AepMcaTbca n^OTHbiMH 
KyMKaMH h nocroHHHO 03Hpa^HCb. I~IoA03peBaH pa6oB, OHM 
He*nycKa;iH hx b, tpiomw HOHesaTb, ho KaacAMH Benep cro- 
hhjih Ha 6eper. no yTpaivi MHornx HaxoAHJiH y^HTbiMH. Pa- 
6bi ruiaicajiH, yMOJiaji He jwuiaTb hx 3am,HTbi h He oTAaBaTb 
b >KepTBy TaHHCTBeHHoiwy Bpary. — «3to Ayxn CTenefi, 
roBopn^H ohh, — nbioT no HonaM Hamy KpoBb*. 

KorAa BenepOM HaABHranacb chhhsi Mrvia, b ee crycTKax 
h Kociviax nyAHJiHCb crenHbie crpaxH, noAKpaAbiBaBiiiHeca 

H3 AHKHX CTpaH. 

KaK-TO pa3 yBHAeJiH Konbe, BOH3HBiueecH b 6peBeHwa- 
Tbifi cpy6 npeAMOCTHOH 6auiHH. Oho 6huio 3araAOHHO pac- 
nHcaHO 6e^OH, CHHefi, KpacHOH KpacKaMH. Pa6oB sto no- 
Beprjio b OTHaaHHe, ohh 6pocHJiH nocTpOHKy h crajiH toto- 

BHTbCH K CMepTH. C TpyAOM 3aCTaBHJIH HX B0306HOBHTb 

pa6oTy. 

C 3thx nop rjiytfoKaji ocnaAica saooTbi He cxoAWia co 
ji6a rHCTH3$i. Oh to t\okbjwjic% Ha Mocry, to bcxoahji Ha 
6ammo, BCMaTpHBancb b Ty cropoHy, OTKyAa MCAaJiH nojiB- 
jieHHH uapCKHx bohck. TnpaH >KAa^ hx, KaK njioBeu cnacw- 
TejibHoro 6*epera. 

73 



M bot ohm noHBH.nHCb. CHan&na HeciccwibKo 6ejiwx CHe- 
>khhok, noTOM nflTHa n^eceHM, MeHflBuiMe (J)opMy, HaKOHeu, 
Cojibiuaa Jiywa, mcajichho pacTeicaBiiiaflCfl no paBHHHe. Be- 
jiHKoe bohhctbo AapHH, npomeAwee ({)paKMHCKHe ropw, 
coKpyujHBuiee no nyrH ruieMeHa, BpaHCAOBaBuiue c caMHM 
He6oM, aocthmo ckh(})Ckhx creneH. Ero 3aMeTHJiH b noji- 
AeHb, a k Benepy nepBbie BcaAHHKH noAOiiiJiH k Mcrpy. Ohh 
noM^M KOHefi, CHOBajiH no <5epery m c Ka>KAOH MHHyroH yee- 
jiHHMBa^ncb b HHcne. B cyMepKax, c uiyMOM ropHoro o6ea- 
j\a, HaABHHy^ncb Ko;iecHHHbi. Bcio HOHb CKpHnejiH TWierH, 
peae/in Bep6^K)Abi, ryue-na HecMeTHaji mnna, a yTpoM npa- 
BbiH 6eper Mcrrpa, HacKo/ibKo xsaTa^ rjia3, khui&ti .MOAbMM, 
kohckhmh TadyHaMH, crraAaMH My^OB, 6ynB0^0B, cpeAH 

KOTOpblX npjIMblMH H ilOMaHblMH JIHHHHMH MepHe^H pflA*>I 

BbinpH>KeHHbix Ko^ecHHu, cBepKajiH 6ejibie ropoAa na^aTOK. 

C npnxoAOM bohck rpeKH o6oApHJiHCb. CTenHbie crpa- 
xm OTCTynn^H, ho 3aT0, KaK 3BepH, o6jier;iH paBHHHy, npH- 
TaHBiuHCb b cHHefi Mnne ropH30HTa. 

Boficfta npHHecnH BocnoMHHaHHH o poAHHe, o A&nemx 

Cysax. ATocca He paAOBa^acb. TaM y Hee HHMero He ocra- 
^ocb, KpoMe 6o^biuoro nena^bHoro ABOpua h ropbKHx pa3- 
AyMHH. OHa nojwa Gbuia Aa.ieKHM, HeH3BecTHbiM h nys- 
CTBOBa^a: A&neKoe 6;im3ko. 

CTenb OiKHBa^a noaie xo^oahwx BeTpoB, TeMHe^a h 
norvioma;ia hoboh aeJieHbio crapbie, cyxne cre6jiH. ripopsa- 
,nocb AO^ro CAepjKHBaeMoe 6yficrrBO >kh3hh: 3ejwi» pacna- 
ji5i;iacb noxoTbio, iiijio Bceo6mee HaoyxaHHe, >KaAHoe abh- 
meHHe cokob, h ao Atocch AOJieTa^a nopoft Taicaji BOJiHyio- 
ma« crpya, ot KOTOpofi Bee Tejio ee CBeaceno h Hanps- 
ra^ocb. 

II 

OAHaacAbi pa3Aa^HCb yacacHbie kphkh: 

— Be^HKHH <J>aiwy3 yjwep! YMep anaAbwa <I>aMy3! 
Aaoh! AAOHaH!.. 

3HaHHTe^bHaj! Hacrb BoficKa n^ana^a, psa^a Ha cede 
OAe>KAbi, 6era;ia no Jiarepio, 3a^aMbiBaji pyKH. Be3yMHeM 
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oxBaneHbi 6biJin accHpHtiubi, xaji^eH m Bee o6HTaxe^M aojihh 
Tnrpa h E<t>paTa. C hhmh BMecre 6ecHOB&riHCb CHpHHUbi, 
Hacrb 4>hhhkhjih h acHTe^eH a3HaTCKoro no6epe>Kba. 

Aawy noxHiueH, yBbi, B^aAbma atecTOKO noxmueH! 
Aaraji-yuiyiwraji-aHHa noxwiueH, BJiaAWKa atecTOKO noxmueHl 

ATOCca TafiHo npHOiyuiMsa^acb k anaiy. 

y^wep, Typ peByiuHH yMep, Typ peBymjifi, 
4>aMy3, Typ peBymnfi yMep, Typ peBymHH yMep! 
yMep cynpyr moB, Typ peBymHH yMep, 
fl — B^aAWHHua! Cynpyr moh yMep! 

OHa Bejiefia y3HaTb o npHHHHe CMflTeHHfl h 6bina b3bo;i- 
HOBaHa H3BeCTHeM, hto HacTynH^H ahh ruiana 06 yfoiTOM 
BO3;iK)6;ieHH0M 6orHHM MuiTap. 

O Jiyne3apHOM Apyre MuiTap n-naneT xpaM 3aHHt>i; 

O Myace CTenefi, KOTopwii He B03BpamaeTCH, 

O jiyne3apHOM Apyre MuiTap .iuiaieT rpaA Ua6e;iaM . . . 

ATOCca noHHJia, hto iuianyT o tom, k MbHM HoraM OHa 
npHnajia^a b ria(J)oce h o kom eft caMofi xoTe/iocb nviaicaTb. 

«rAe repoH, moh MyjK?» — CTany roBopHTb, 

<fl nHiitH He BKyiuaio!» — CTaHy roBopHTb, 

«fl boaw He nbio!» — CTaHy rosopHTb, 

cO (wiaroCTHbiH cynpyr moh!» - — CTaHy roBopHTb. 

Ee npOH3H.no cajvioe 6ojibiiioe rope Ha 3eiwie — rope 
xceHbi, yTpaTHBUjew Mywa. nepcw xMypHJincb npw BM^e 

nOIOlUHX H HeHCTOBO KpHMaiUHX JUOAefty rpeKH OTBOpaHH- 

sajiHCb ot BapBapCKoro 3pe;iHii;a, HeKOTopwe awefljiHCb, 
ho hhkto He Mema^ nenajibHOMy npa3AHecTBy. LLIecTb AHefi 
onjiaKHBa^H <i>aMy3a h Bee sto BpeM» ATOCca nepe>KHBajia 

CTpaCTM 6orHHH, KaK CBOH COdCTBeHHblC A Ha Ce^bMOH 

AeHb, Kor^a n^anaBiiiHe OAeviHCb b cBeivibie 0Ae>KAbi h 3a- 
nejm BocKpecuieM 6ore, ATOCce coo6iuhjih, hto b crenH 
noKa3a/iHCb CKH<})bi. Jlencaa Apo>Kb npo6e>aajia no cnHHe 
npH ynoMHHaHHH crpauiHoro hmchh. Ho ATOCca noTpeo*o- 
sajia, HTo6bi k Heft npHBejin jhoach, bhagbiuhx ckh(|)ob. 
TorAa npHimiH THpaHbi. Fhcthsh npeKJioHH^ KOJieHO 
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H npOH3HeC peHb, B03H0CH AOCTOHHCTBa U.apHU.bI H coicpy- 

uiaacb, hto rpeKM ao chx nop He MorviH noHTHTb ee aojijk- 
HbiM o6pa30M. Hto ohh npHHeaiH 6*bi? 3ojioto? Ho ohh 
pHCKOBa^H OKa3aTbC5i CMeniHbiMH. Uapnua, earn 6bi 3axo- 
Te^a, Becb nyTb ot Cy3 ao Boc(|)opa Morvia coBepuiHTb no 
3o;ioTy. CaMou,BeTbi? Ho ocraJiMCb jih KaMHH, AOCTOHHbie 
ee? Bee, hto Aodbui ErnneT, HaKonwi BaBHJioH, co6pana 
AccMpMH — creiuiocb b coKpoBHiuHHuy uapa uapefl. Hohhh 
He pacno^araeT KaMHflMH, KOTopwe MorviH 6bi paBHHTbca 
caMbiM CKpoMHbiM H3 Tex, hto yitpaiiiaiOT noac uapHU,bi. 
TpeKH npHBe^H eft jKHBoro CKH$a. rMCTHSH 3Haji, hto caA 
ee b Cy3ax 6w;i no/iOH nHTHHCTbix JKHpa^oB, no^ocaTbix 
3e6p, cepe6pHCTbix ranyMaHOB. 4>HHHKHHin>i npOAajiH eft 3a 
6o^biuHe AeHbrH OAHorvia3oro u,HK.nona, uapH IleHA>Ka6a 
npHoiajin BenuKana, ^apufi noAapHJi 3(}>Hona h KapJiHica, a 
b ropax ApMeHHH Haiujin A-nfl Hee HcnoBeica c jibBHHbiM xbo- 
ctom. K 3thm cymeCTBaM THCTHafi npHCoeAHHH^ Tenepb 

CKH(})a. 

Tojina paccrynHJiacb h OTKpbiJia Jieacamero Ha Tpaee 
lOHoiuy c 30^othctoh Kormoii oKpoBaB^eHHbix bojioc. Ero, 
Kan HeyKpOTHMoro 6biKa, AepmajiH Ha AByx A^HHHbix Be- 
peBKax, npHBji3aHHbix k nojicy. ATOCca b ACTCTBe BHAevia 
KopiuyHa, KOTopoMy 3a pa36ofi cviOMa^H Horn, o6pe3&riH 
KpbiJibji h 6pocH^H yMHpaTb 6jih3 AoporH. CBHpenbiH h rop- 

AblH KJIK)B HH pa3y He OTKpblJICJI AJW Kajio6Horo KpHKa, 

6o^buiHe HHTapHbie ivia3a 6e3yHacTHo rviflAeJiH b npocTpaH- 
ctbo, noKpbiBaacb BpeMa ot BpeMeHH 6e^0BaTbiMH ruieHKa- 
mh BeK. TaK >Ke jiejKa^ ckhcJ), ycraBHBiuHCb b 3eMJiio h He 
yAOCTaHBas B3rviflAOM cbohx MyHHTe^iefi. 

KorAa uapHua noAOUJJia 6;iH>Ke, ero nnmcoM Horn 
onpoKHHyjiH Ha cnHHy. MejibKHyjiH BaouibKH rjia3 h coHHbie 
ry6bi, cnoMceHHbie He to b yjibiGKy, He to roTOBbie H3penb 
CTpaiiiHyio HCTHHy, CK^ydHBiuyiocfl Ha AHe AyuiH. 

y6epHTe ero! — 3aKpHnaji rHCTH3fi, — oh Hcnyra-a 
uapHuy! UapHua naAaeT!.. 

Pa(5biHH yHeoiH b uiaTep jiHiiiHBiiiyiocfl nyBCTB ATOCcy. 
OHHyBuiHCb, OHa enpoowa: 
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TAe oh? 

>Kayt TBoero oiOBa, BeJiHKaa uapHua, HTo6bi 

y6HTb. 

— flycTb ^CHBeT, ho He noKa3biBaHTe ero MHe 6o;ibuie. 



m 

FIoTpjiceHHe ocraBHJio 3aMeTHbie cneAu. npH6^H>KeH- 
Hbie liierrranHCb Apyr c ApyroM o 6o;ie3HH uapHuu. JleKapio 
AHTH^HAy H3 r&nHicapHaca npHKa3aHO 6buio HecKOJibKO pa3 
b ACHb noceiuaTb ATOccy. Oh roBOpwi: 

B ocHOBe Bcero oroHb. 3to ero Me^bHaHiiine nacTH- 

Ubl B 6eCKOHe4HblX COeAHHeHHHX, TaflHa KOTOpblX CKpblTa 

ot Hac, — o6pa3yiOT MHp. HejioseK, KaK Bee npeAMeTbi 
nopo>KAeHHe orHa. CKOiuieHMji ero He OAHHaKOBbi A-nfl Bcex 
jhoach; ohh He oAHHaKOBbi Taic ace &jih Bcex nacTen Tejia: 
rycTOTa orHeHHbix nacTwu BcerAa 6o^biue 6biBaeT b ro^oBe 
h b rpyAH. HeAyrn HauiH npoHexoAflT ot HapyuieHHH 3thx 
CKonneHHH. Be^HKaa AOHb Kwpa yHacrceAOB&na ot uap- 
CTBeHHoro pOAHTejw Hacroflinee iuiaMfl, cocTaBjijiiomee 
cymHOCTb ee GjiaropoAHoro rejia. Ho BAbixaeMaji cwpocTb 
peKH BcrynaeT b npoTHBOpenHe c CHJibHbiM CKOiuieHHeM na- 
cthu orHH. B^eAHOCTb h noAasjieHHOCTb Ayxa uapnubi ecTb 
pe3y;ibTaT 6opb6bi onw h boau, KOTOpaa TO>Ke ABjiaeTca 
oco6mm cocTO^HHeM orHji, ho cocTOHHHeM aia6biM, pa3pe- 
aceHHbiM. KaK mribKO ywAeM c cbipwx 6eperoB Hcrpa, Aefi- 
CTBHe napOB ooia^HeT h uapnua o6peTeT npe>KHioio 6oa- 

pocrb H CHJiy. 

IV 



KorAa Tpasa AOCTHrvia BbicoTbi jiokth h 3au,BejiH Kpo- 
BaBo KpacHbie uBerbi c y3KHMH JienecrKaMH, £apHH seneji 
BbicrynaTb. Oh C03Ban THpaHOB sjuihhckhx ropoAOB h npw- 
Ka3an hm ocraBaTbca Ha Mcrrpe — crepeHb moct h tcopa&iH. 
Oh AaJi hm peMeHb c mecTMOAecjrrbio y3JiaMH c tow, hto6w 
KaJKAMH AeHb pa3Bji3biBaTb no oAHOMy y3Jiy. 

77 



— KorAa pa3B$i>KeTe nocvieAHHfi m mchji He 6yfl£T 9 — 

rUIblBMTe AOMOft. 

THCTH3H BbicrynH^ BnepeA m nonownn nepeA uapeM 

60AhU10\i HO>K. 

— 3to 3aneM? 

— HTo6bi nepepe3aTb MHe rop^o, earn a nocoeeTyio 



MTO-HH6yAb HeAOCTOHHOC 

ToBOpH. 

Uapb, Tbi HAeuJb b crpaHy, o KOTOpofi hh tw, hh- 

KTO H3 OKpy>KaK)lUHX Te6j! HHMerO He 3HaK)T. HBH MH/lOCTb, 

B03bMH c C060R MejioseKa, KOTOporo a yKa>Ky. 3to AreJian, 
Hbji BepHOCTb MHe, a cneAOBaT&nbHo, Te6e — TBepAa, KaK 
Mew. Oh He o6peMeHHT Te6a h He 6yAeT Ha3oft;iHBo Bep- 
TeTbCH y TBoero uiaTpa, ho oh noAacT He oahh AoCJpbm co- 
BeT, KorAa tu oKaweiiibCH b 3aTpyAHeHHH. 3tot neviOBeK 
6biBa;i b CTenn h 3HaeT ckhcJdob. 

Arejiafi npeACT&rc cyxofi, rop6a*rbifi, c naxjibiMH bojio- 
caMH Ha noAOopoAKe. CBHTa B3juiacb 3a 6opoAbi b 3HaK 
H3yM^eHH». OHa roTOBa 6biJia 3acMeflTbca h acAa^a coot- 
BeTCTByjoiuero npo*iB;ieHH5i Ha jiHue uapa. .Hapnn Toace 6bU\ 
yAHB/ieH, paccep>KeH, ho, noAaBHB rHes, nyTb 3aMeTHbiM 
ABH>KeHHeM Aaji corjiacwe Ha npocboy Thcthsji. 

Hana-aca nepexoA. 

AapHH xoTe^ cHOBa, KaK Ha Eoccj)ope, HaaiaAHTbca 
bhaom CBoero MorymecrBa. EMy coopyAHJiH nHpaMHAy c 
TponoM Ha BepuiHHe, a Bee ycrynw 3an0.JiHH.na CBepKaiomaa 
CBHTa. Ho co;iHua He 6bU\o b stot AeHb, H3-3a McTpa ta- 
>ne^biMH Kopa6^5iMH unburn TywH, noA hx nojioroM Kpy>KH- 
jiocb CHHee BopoHbe. Mto-to Hey^oBHMoe npo6e>K&rio no 
jiHuy uapfl. Oh AO-rcrHM bsivwaom o6"Be;i npH6*;iH>KeHHbix, 
3aMHAbiBan Ka>KAOMy b rvia3a. OTBeTHbie B3opbi, KaK 
BcerAa, HHHero He Bbipa>KajiH, KpoMe noAo6ocTpacTHH. 

TO-flbKO MHJieTCKHH THpaH BCTpeTH/l erO TaKHM >Ke AO^rHM 

HcnbiTyiomHM B3r;iflAOM. ,H,apHH BcnoMHHJi ero HeAaBHHe 
cnoBa: «McTp — peKa pa3AyMHfi. BchkhB, BcrynaiomHft b 
CkhcJjhk), AOJi>KeH AOJiro AyMaTb HaA Heio». 

ApwapaMH, c o6Ha>KeHHbiM mchom, cronn Ha Mocry, 
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AOKH^aacb MaHOBemw uapcKOH pyKM. PyKa He noAHHMa- 
^acb. ^apHH CHAe;i MOJinajiHBbift, HenpoHHuaeMbiH, h TO/ibKO 
Tmcth3m AoraAbiBa^ca, KaKHe bhxph 3aKpy>KH^MCb b Ayiue 
uapa. Oh eme pa3 oGpaTHJica k TpoHy, ho .HapHH, 6pocHB 
Ha Hero yKpaAKofi noc/ieAHHH KOpOTKHH B3rviflA, ropAO Bbi- 
npflMHJicfl h noaaji 3HaK. 

Kor^a 3aTpy6HJia uapcKaa Tpy6a, AapHH He y3Haji ee 
3ByKa: oh noxoAHJi Ha MbinaHbe KOpOBbi h 3aTep5uiCH b cren- 
hwx AaJiax. 3a moctom HanHHajiacb njiocKaa, HeoxBaTbi- 
BaeMaa r;ia30M paBHHHa, nopociuas comhoh TpaBOH. KaK 
TOJibKO KOHHHua, nporpeMes no Mocry CBepKaBiuHMH noA- 
KOBaMH, crynHJia Ha ckh<|)ckhh 6eper, OHa tomho nposa- 

JlH^aCb B ,3eMJH0 nO KOfleHO. KOHH H JIIOAH CTaHOBHJIHCb 
MaJieHbKHMH, a GKOHbl Bbir^HAeJIH HaB03HbIMH >KyKaMH. 

CABHHyB 6poBH, uapb cneAH^ 3a yxoAHiuHMH BAa^b Hep- 
HbiMH noTOKaMH, noxo>KHMn Ha naynbH Jianbi. CTenb Tpa- 
boh h npocTOpaMH no^KHpajia BejiHHHe ero BOHHCTBa. Oco- 
6eHHo nopa>Kajia THuiHHa Toro 6epera. ,HapHH npHBbiK, 
htoom ot ero BOHCKa hcxoahji ryji, HanojiHSBuiHH oxpe- 
CTHoCTb h 3acraB^5iBujHH CMOJinaTb Bee Apyroe. B Hew OH 
cnbiuia^ cbok) rp03y, BejiHHHe h me/iecr KpbuibeB no6eAt>i. 
3Aecb 3Toro He 6t>uio. J\o Hero AO/ieTaJW — tohot hoi% 
CTyK Ko/iec no AepeBHHHOMy HacrH/iy, ho KaK TOJibKO kohh, 

JllOJUi, KOJieCHHU,bI Kaca^HCb CKH(f)CKOH 3eMJIH, OHH TOMHO 

nporjiaTbiB&ziHCb thuihhoh. BpHuaiomHH, iuyMflmHH noTOK, 
To^bKO mto rpoMbixaBuiHH no MOCTy, npoAOJiwa^ ABHraTb- 
ch Ha tom 6*epery 6*e33ByqHbiM BHAeHHeM. Ka3a/iocb, see 
bohcko — nojw 3a no;iKOM — nepexoAHT b hhoh MHp, b 

HHyK) )KH3Hb. 

A BAajiH crymajiacb Mrjia h yrpowaiome CHHerca nojio- 
ca ropH30HTa. 

ripocHAeB ao noJiAHJi, ,HapHH yuien. 
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B CTEnflX 



I 

TpH aha uie^ Hhkoacm co cbohm KapaeaHOM. Cepaa 
uenoMKa BcaAHHKOB, KOHeft h ocjiob TaK cnHBanacb c pas- 
hhhoh, hto e^Ba pa3^HMa^acb mjiajm. He noTOMy jih hx hh 
pa3y He 3aMeTHJiH H3 ctoshok, mmmo KOTOpbix ohh npoxo- 
ah;ih? Oahh pa3 — 3to 6t>uio BenepoM — jhoah yKa3ajm 
HmcoAeMy Ha hto-to, KpacHeBiuee b jiynax 3aKaTa, noxo- 
Kee Ha KyHy KaMHeK. E/ie yjioBHMbift jiafi h bmkphkh ao- 
HOCH^HCb OTTyAa. rioTOM Bee noAepHyjiocb CHHbio h npo- 
nano. B Apyroft pa3 HHnero He 6bMio bhaho, TOJibKO cnw- 
uia^acb necHji, noxoacaa Ha KpHK, paccMHTaHHbifi 6biTb 
ycjibiiuaHHbiM Ha Kpaio CBeTa. 

HHKOAeMy Kasajiocb, mto oh yiwep h Tenepb BHOBb po- 
ah;ich b HeH3BecrHOM MHpe. 3;iJiaAa, Mhjict, Aa>»ce HeAaB- 
Hflji CnbBHfl BcnoMHHa^HCb, KaK oTrojiocKH toh nepBofi 
>kh3hh. CTenb paccnmajiacb nycTbiHHaa, HeMaa, ho nojiHajt 
CKpbiTbix chji h Hey;iOBHMoro 3ByMaHHH. Bee BeJIHKOe b npH- 
pOAe OAapeHo 3BynaHHeM. Oh 3Ha.n tohkoc, Kan bojioc, ne- 
HHe JIhbhhckom nycTbiHH, rjiyxne, nyTb cnbiuiHbie yAapw b 
MeAb, HcxoAfliUHe ot rop JlnBaHa, h Tenepb BceM cepAueM 
cnyiuaji rojioc creneH. 

3eivuw eme nax;ia cbipocrbio h rHHeHHeM npouuioroA- 
Hew TpaBbi, ho y>Ke CKB03b pbi>KHH nonpoB npocrrynajia 6oa- 
paa meTHHa hoboh 3e;ieHH. Ottopo paBHHHa noAepHyjiaci* 
MpeioiuHM cBeTOM, noxoKHM Ha THxoe ropeHHe. 3to 6biJia 
Ta nepsan 3e.rceHb, hto npHHOCHT b MHp paAOCTb o6hobjic- 
hhh. B KaMeHHCTbix, necnaHbix crpaHax, rAe npOTeicajia 
>KH3Hb HnKOAeMa h rAe He 6b\sajio nojmoro yMHpaHHH npH- 

pOAbl, OH HHKOrAa He 3HSUI CBOKeCTH B03pO>KAeHHJI. TOJlbKO 
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pa3 b Ermrre, b cwpoM CKJiene xpaiwa 03HpHca, bhacji iuht, 
noitpbiTbift aioeM 3eAwiH, nopocuiHH rycroH memon oeca. 
y3Koe OTBepcrHe b noTOJiKe ocBema^o 3eneHyio nopoaib, 

H HHKOAeM COApOrHy^CH OT OlUymeHHH TaHHbl B03HHKaK)- 

mefi 2KH3HH. Oh BcnoMHM^ 06 3tom Tenepb, rjiw% Ha 3e- 
jieHb ckhi|)ckhx creneH. 

PaBHMHa jieacajia o6Ha>KeHHaji. Bo/ibiiiHe nTHUbi, KaK 
KynajibiuHU.br, KOTopbiM HeneM npHKpwTb HaroTy, crbiAJiHBO 
6e>KajiH npoHb. TpaBa (5biJia Tan HH3Ka, mto He 3aKpbiBajia 

THe3A C neCTpblMH HHU,aMH, BCTpeHaBUJHMHCH Ha Ka>KAOM 

luary. CaMKH Macro ocraBanHCb b rHe3Aax, HecMOTpa Ha 
npH&iHXteHHe KapaBaHa, h Hhkoacm KaacAbin pa3 6paHHJi 

acJ)HHCKHX H MHJieTCKHX 60JITyHOB, yBepflBIIJHX, 6yATO CKH({)- 

CKHe rrrHu.bi He caAflTCH Ha jinua, a noKHAaiOT hx b rHe3Ae, 

3aB0paHHBa$I B 3ajlHbH H JIHCbH lllKypbl. JlHCHU, 6bIJ10 MHoro, 

ohh, Kan codaKH, 6e>KajiH B03Jie KapaBaHa, c jno6onbrr- 
ctbom paccMaTpHBaa jnoAeft. 

A H3 CTenHOH a^jih Hecjiwcb Bon/iH r;iy6oKOH tockh 
h OTHa»HH». TaM xjionbflMH B3^eTana h naAa^a neHa, bm- 
6pacbiBaeMa» HeBHAHMbiM KpaTepOM. KpHKH, neM (wiHace, 
TeM >Kajio6HeH, npoH3HTe^bHeH. Bnecnyn ockojiok boam, 
o6paMJieHHbiH jkcjitom ocokoh, h Hhkoacm CKopefi omynui, 
neM yBHAe^ Bbiomyiocfl no nojiHM penKy. HaA 3aBOAbK) cto- 
Ha;ia TOJina naeK, nojiocKa/incb yncH, npoHocHJiHCb crpH>KH 
h jiacTOHKH, jihjihhmh 6e^ejin ^edeAH. Ybhacb Ha Apyrofi 
cropoHe Ka6aHa, npo6*HpaBiuerocfl k boac, noKa3aBiuyiocfl 
H3 ocokh rojiOBy K03y^H, oh sejieji KapasaHy Aa/ieKO oo*ohth 

3T0 MeCTO. 

3Aecb o^HTaeT Arpa. 

Ha HOMb ocraHOBH^HCb y He6o/ibuioro 03epKa, ot- 
KyAa Jie>Kavi nyTb Ha JibBHHbiH KaMeHb. Ha 03epe uijia He- 

MOJIHHajI B03HH H KpjIKaHbe yTOK. HoHbK) GJIblUia^HCb 

scn^ecKH pw6, ftieaHue BOAflHoro 6apaHa, nHCK nnnyr, no- 
xHiuaeMbix coBaMH. 

Hhkoacm 3acHyji hchum chom pe6eHKa h npo6yAH^cfl 
nepeA paccBeTOM ot HenoHHTHoro 6ecnoKOHCTBa. 3eMJia 
Apo>Ka^a. JIioah nepeHoat/iH nomiaaty c Mecra Ha Mecro. 
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M3 Hee bo3ABhpjih no;iyKpyr;ibiH Ban, BbicoToft c nejiOBeica. 
B3o6paBUJMCb Ha Hero, Kaji-inmubi pa3MaxHBariH nanKaMH, 
TpanbeM, cHHTbiMH c ce6fl 0Ae>KAaMH. C rjiyxMM ryjioM hto- 
to noji3.no co Bcex cropoH; xpan m cf)bipKaHbe HanojiiwiH 
cepyio Mrjiy. 

3TO UJ^H KOHH. .UeCflTKH TbICflH KOHefi. HeH3BecrHaH 

CH^a rHajia hx b 3tot wac k HeseAOMbiM nojiaM m TpasaM. 
>Kepe6flTa nyrviHBo wajiHCb k Ko6biJiaM, nbiTaaCb Ha xoAy 
cxsaTHTb Ha6yxujHe cocubi, ho MaTepH OTranKHBarcH hx h 
mo/ioko cHHeBaTbiMH KaruiaMH npo/iHBa^ocb Ha 3eMJiio. Jla- 
repb OKa3ajic^ b cepeAHHe rHraHTCKoro Ta6yHa. JIk>ah Bbi- 
6nBa^HCb H3 chji, 6opjicb c HanopoM >khbothhx. KorAa pac- 
CBe^o, Hhkoacm hcho yBHAeJi y KOHefi nepHyio nojiocy BAOJib 
xpeoTa. KopoTKaa rpHBa, OTcyTCTBHe ho/ikh h 6oApaa Ma- 
jieHbKaa ro/ioBa npHAasa/iH mm 3aAOpHbiH, HeyKpOTHMbm 

BHA. 

— npHBeT BaM, My>KecTBeHHbie kohh Ckhc^hh' 



BOCK^HKHy^ Hhkoacm. — ,Ua BcejiflT 6orH HOBbifi oroHb b 
BaujH xpa6pwe cepAua h Aa noMoryT coKpyuiHTb HaAMeH- 

HblX KOHeft BCeMHpHOH THpaHHH! 

Co^Hue b3ouj^o. Kohh npOAO^wanH HanwpaTb Ha crre- 
Hy H3 noKJiawn h pacxoAWiHCb b cropoHbi, KaK BOJiHbi, pa3- 
pe3aHHbie KOpa6e.nbHbiM hocom. Ohh ujjih ao nojiyAH* h 3a 
Bee 3to RpeMH jiioah He nepecTaBaviH Maxa-rb najiKaMH h 
oAe>KAaMH. Hhkoacm 6i>iji b Bocropre. 

PaAywTecb, Apy3bfl! 3to 6orH noaiajiH HaM nep- 

BblH 3HaK CKH(|)CKOH MOUtfl. To JIU yBHAHM eiU,e? 

K Benepy KapaBaH AOCTHr ;ibBHHoro icaMHSi. Oh H3AanH 
MepHeji, Bbi3biBaH CTpax. 3to 6wji rpoMaAHbiH 6jiok, rpyoo 
o6TecaHbiH HanoAOOHe o6eJWCKa. BepxyuiKa ero, H3pbiTa$i 
BnaAHHaMH, cMyTHO HanoMHHarca rojiosy jibBa. OrciOAa Ha- 

MHHafiaCb 3eMJI5I U.apCTBeHHbIX CKH(j)OB. 

no cnoBaM Kaji^HnHAa, HacTOHinaa crerib pacKHAbiBa- 
jiacb TO^bKO b 3thx MecTax. Hto6m npoHTH ee boo, Hy>KeH 
roA, ho kto AOCTHraeT npeAe/ia, tot He B03BpamaeTca. TaM 
HaMHHaeTca HenporviflAHbifi MpaK, b crycTKax KOToporo 3a- 

pOMCAaiOTCfl 3BepH H HyAOBHlUa. Pa3 B HeCKOJIbKO CTOJieTHH 

82 



OTTyaa BbixoAHT MHoroHHOieHHbie HapoAbi, noTpacaiomHe 
BceneHHyio. HeKorAa oiryAa BbiuMH KHMMepHHuu, a iiotom 
CKM(J)bi. 3th HapOAbi — 6hhh 6oroB, ohh nocbwaioTCH b 
HaKa3aHHe MeJioBenecTBy. 

— Tbi BocxHiuaeuib mchh! — BocKJiHKHyji Hhkoacm. — 



Bo3bMH 3tot 6pacjieT h nycTb oh HanoMHHaeT Te6e cero- 

AHHLUHHH AeHb. Ho B TBOHX cy>KAeHHjix o CKH^ax ecrb He- 

npaBAa: He b HaKa3aHHe, a bo cnaceHHe MejioBenecTBy 
nocJiaji hx 3eBC h, ecrin Mbi CMaciviHBO 3aK0H**HM Ham 
nyTb, — Tbi 6yAeuib cBHAeTejieM nyAa. 

II 
Ha ApyroH AeHb yBHAevw 3anp»MceHHbie BOJiaivw no- 

B03KH c BOH^OMHbiMH BepxaMH, craAa oseu, TaSyHbl KOHeH 

m Tyny BcaAHHKOB. Bee 3to co CKpwnoM, njianeM, raMOM 
ABHra^ocb Hanepepe3 KapaBaHy. 

CKHcJ)bi! CKH(|)bi! — uienTa^ bocxhiuchhwh Hh- 

KOAeM. 

FIOKa Ka^^HnHAbl C TpeBOKHblMH ^HU,aMH CrOHflJIH Ka- 

paBaH b Kywy, oh Becb npeAa^ca co3epuaHHio npH6jiH>i<aB- 
iuhxca Hae3AHHKOB. Te ABHra^HCb MeA-neHHO h ra^AejiH, KaK 
nTHMbji craa. Ot hhx AOJieTajio CTpaiuHoe 3JioBOHHe, cMe- 
iiiaHHoe c 3anaxoM kohckopo noTa. HnKOAeMa nopa3HJin bo- 

JlOCbl CKH<j)OB, A^IHHHbie, KaK y JKeHlUHH, CBHCaBUJHe CJIHn- 

ujHMHCH npaA^MH H3-noA ocTpbix manoneK. Ohh AOJiro 
cnopH^H MeacAy co6oh, MaxajM pyKaMH, Kpnna^H. HaKOHeu., 
k HHKOAeiwy noA^exaji ocaHHCTbiH scaAHHK h MOJina ycra- 
bhjich Ha ero Aocnexn. Mexosyio KypTKy ero cxsaTbiBa^ 
none c MaccHBHOH 3ojiotoh npHMCKOH, H3o6pa>KaBmeH AByx 
6opK)iu,Hxca JiiOAeii. Oh omynaji yKpameHHH Ha naHUbipe, a 

noTOM rpH3HbiMH HorT^MH no3BOHHJi no iUJieMy. HHKOAeM 

Apy>Ke^io6HO yjibi6*Hy;iC5i h xoTeji HanaTb penb, ho cepbifi 
KOHeK CKH(})a TaK 6ojibHO ynycHji 3a 6ok ero JiomaAb, hto Ta 
mapaxHy^acb h Hhkoacm eABa ycHAeji b ceA^ie. YcnoKOHB 
>Kepe6ua h orviHAeBuiHCb, oh yBHAeji, mto CKH<|)bi 6bK>T Kaji- 

JIHnHAOB ApeBKaMH KOFIHH H 0TTOH5HOT OT BbHDHHblX KOHeH. 

Ohh nepepe3biB&/iH noAnpyrn h 6bicrpo CTacKHBajiH no- 
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K^a>Ky. n<wioBHHa ee ywe HaxoAH-nacb b hx pyKax. Eme 
MrHOBeHbe h 6oraTCTBa HHKOAeMa 6biJiH 6u pa3rpa6jieHbi. 

B 3T0 BpeMS CKH(})bI yBHAejIH OOIOB, KpOTKO CTOflBUJHX C 

orpoMHbiMH BbioKaMH Ha cnHHax. 

Pa3AaJica xoxot Ha bck> CTenb. BapBapw cocKaKHBajiH 
c KOHen h, npwceB Ha koptohkh, pa3M«AWBajiH AoGpbie 
oc^HHbie MopAw. KaTa^HCb ot civtexa no 3eMJie, npHcraBJifl- 
jih k BHCKaM najibu,bi, H3o6pa>Ka5i oaiHHbie yuiH, a KaKOH-TO 
KpacHo6opoAbiM, yceBuiHCb nepeA caMbiM Ma^eHbKHM ocjih- 
kom, 3aTjiHy^ CKpHnynyio necHK), ot KOTOpOH CMex noAHHJi- 
ch eme 6ojibiue. BpocnjiH rpa6e>K h CTO.rcnHJiHCb B03Jie 

CTpaHHblX iKHBOTHblX. TorAa HHKOAeM npH6^H3H^CH K BcaA- 

HMKy c 3o;iotoh npjiJKKOH Ha noace. Tot BCTpeTH^ ero rpo3- 
hoh pewbio h, yAapHH ce6a b rpyAb, npOH3HOCJUi: 

CnyHKa. 

Hhkoacm npocrpaHHO onncaji ue^b CBoero npHe3Aa b 
CTenH. Oh aca3a^, mto bo3/iio6hji ckh({)OB eme y ce6» 3a 
MopeM h Hbme xoneT pa3AeJiHTb c hhmh rpo35imyio hm onac- 
HOCTb. Oh oxotho noBeprHeT cboh 6oraTCTBa k Horaiw Cko- 
nacHca, nyCTb TOJibKO no3Bo;iflT eiviy cnoKOHHo aohth ao 
ctohhkh uapa. Ckh(|) ero He noHjui, ho npH hmchh CKona- 
cnca ocKa^HJi 3y6bi h cxsaTHJicfl 3a ho>k, BHceBiiiHH y nonca. 
CTOHBuiHe noA^ie CKH(j)bi tojkc HaxMypHJiHCb. 

— CnonacHc! CKonacHc! 

B 3T0 BpeMfl npH6H^3H^CJl OAHH H3 KaJI^HnHAOB h Hh- 
koacm npHKa3aji nepeAaTb cboio penb no-CKH<|)CKH. y3HaB, 
mto K^aAb npeAHa3HaHaeTC« CKonacHcy, Bapeapbi npeKpa- 
thjih ee rpa6e>K, 3aT0 Jiwua hx 3acBeTHJincb 3BepHHOH 

3JI060H. 

Tw CHacTJiHB, — ycjibima;i Hhkoacm, — th npn- 
6un yAanHo : AecHTb AHefi ckh^h He MoryT HHKoro ySHBaxb. 
Eoih 6w He 3to, Korna tboji 6bijia 6bi coApaHa, a mhco CKJie- 
B&nH 6bi nTHUbi. 

Ha Bonpoc o npnnHHe TaKofi HenpH»3HH, ckh(}) b3Hjich 
3a cboio 30JioTyio npa>KKy Ha nonce. 

Pa3Be tw He 3Haeuib, hto a CKyHKa? H TaKofi ace 
uapb, KaK CKonacHc, ho tw mchh He iiohthji. 
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Hhkoacm Benen pa3B»3aTb Gojibiuoft tk>k m Bbicbina* 
rpyAy CBepKaiomHx MeneH h HaKOHenHHKOB jij\% crpeji m 

KOI1HH. 

— Bee CKM^Jbi oAHHaKOBo 6jih3kh MoeMy cepAuy. Te- 



6e, uapb, a B03Aaio Tanyio >Ke XBajiy, KaK CKonacncy. B;ih- 
3ok AeHb, KorAa Bee mh yCTpeMHMcji npOTHB o6m,ero Bpara. 

OpyKHe 6buio MrHOBeHHO pacxBaneHo. Jlio6oBa^HCb 
ero 6;iecKOM, npoBOAHJin na^bueiw no jie3BHio, npo6*OBa/iH 
Ha 3y6 m Ha $i3biK. Ho 3Jio6a He yraxana. 

rioMaxMBa^ npeBocxoAHbiM mchom, CKyHKa 6poca^ hc- 
noAJio6bfl HeAo6pbie B3rjiflAbi Ha HHKOAeiwa. B JiHue ero 
MejibKHy^o BApyr JiynaBCTBo h Bece^be. 

H nponymy Te6a. Ho tw AOJixteH nepeAaTb mom 
npHBeT CKonacncy. CKaxcH, mto CKyHKa eMy hh3ko kjisl- 
HjieTCs. Bot TaK. — Oh noBepHyvicfl, npHnoAHHJica b cca- 
jie h, CKHHys KomaHbie urraHbi, noKa3a^ HHKOAewiy cboh 

rpJI3HbIH 3aA. 

Hhkoacm orviyuieH 6biJi B3pbiB0M xoxoTa. BcioAy 
BHAHe^HCb TpacyiuHeca 6opoAbi h cy>KeHHbie me^H rjia3. 

— Kjiaiiaftcg CKonacwcy! — KpHnajiH BapBapbi h Kaac- 
AbiH, noAO^HO bo>kak), o6Ha>Kaji nepeA Hhkoacm cboB 3aA. 

B crrenH em,e AOJiro rpeivie«n hx CMex, KorAa ohh Tpo- 
HyjiHCb BcneA yAa^HBuiHMCfl craAaM h noB03KaM. A noTOM 
npHTHXJiH, 3aT»HyjiH necHK) h ao HHKOAeiwa AOJieTejiH 3ByKH 

TaKOH TOCKH H 6e3bICXOAHOH TpyCTH, OT KOTOpblX BCe* JIHUO 

ero npeo6pa3H^ocb h oh He ABHHy;icfl, noKa CKHcJ)bi He 

CKpblJIHCb B 6eCK0HeHH0fi Aa^H. 

Ill 

ripH6jIH>KeHHe K UapCKOMy CTaHOBbK) nOHyBCTBOBaJIOCb 

no ocKyAeHHK) man h 3BepeH. 3aTO BcaAHHKH cra^H nona- 
AaTbCfl name. Bo3HHKa^H, KaK H3 3eM/iH, h TaK yae BHe3anH0 
nponaAajiH. CTenb y>Ke 3Ha;ia o npnxoAe HnKOAeMa h cne- 
AH/ia 3a hhm TbicjiHbio rjia3. 

K no^yAHio npouieji cbokhh BeceHHHH aokahk, 3eneHb 
3a6jiecrena »pne, noKa3a;iocb cojiHue h b rpoMaAHofi paAy- 
re, BcraBiuefi, KaK BpaTa hhoh, hcbcaomoh >kh3hh, bo3hhkjio 
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HecMeTHoe mhowcctbo Bofi^oMHbix uiaTpoB h kho*htok. Hm- 
koacm b MO^HTBeHHOM MOJiwaHHH B03(5;iaroAapH;i 6oroB 3a 

B&lHKyK) MH^OCTb. 

Mbi npiiuuiH, — CKa3aji oh jiioahm m po3Aa^ 6*ora- 
Tbie noAapKM. — Tenepb bcakhh, kto nyBCTByeT ko MHe 
pacno^ojKeHHe, nycTb noMo/iHTCH h no>Ke;iaeT coBepuiHTb 
moh nyTb cjiy>KeHHfl OTMH3He Tan >Ke ycneuiHO, KaK mw co- 

BepuiM^H cboh nyTb cioa^. 

rioA'be3}Ka5) k CTaHOBbio, yBHAeJin mnny KocMaTbix, 
rp»3Hbix ^K)Aefi. BbiTflHyB men, b iiojihom MOJinaHHH ohh 
>KaAHO pa3rji«AbiBaJiH KapaBaH, ho MeTHyjiHCb nponb, KaK 
TO>ibKO HHKOAeM HanpaBH^ k hhm CBoero kohh. Horn y 
Bcex 6bi;in cnyTaHbi peMHAMH, KaK y /iouiaAen, BbinymeH- 
hwx Ha nacT6wme. C3aAH y Ka>KAoro oojirajicji kohckhh 
xboct. TaKOH >Ke Ta6yH nona;icfl cosceM 6Vih3ko ot crra- 
HOBbH. Ha 3tot pa3 HwKOAeM 3aMeTH^ nacrryxa c ajihhhbim 
6hhom, noroH»BUJHM xBOcraTOe CTaAO. 

M3 craHOBbfl Hecnocb MHororoJiocoe KOHCKoe pacaHte. 

Tenepb crano hcho, mto 3to He cnnoiiiHoe ceneHHe, ho 
MHo>KecTBo Jiarepen. Ka>KAbifi onoflCbiB&noi mioTHbiM KOJib- 

UOM nOB030K H HaA 3THMH KOJieCHHHHblMH BajiaMH 6e^ejiH 

KOHCKHe Mepena. 

HapOA MeTa^ca, KaK npH npn6;iH>KeHHH Bpara. >KeH- 
mjiHbi, ro^we AeTH, co6aKH h GapaHbi 6e>KaviH noA 3am,HTy 
noB030K. KorAa KapaBaH noAOineji, Jiarepji noxoAHJiH Ha 
KpenocTH, ceBiuHe b ocaAy. npOABHraacb Me)KAy hhmh, 
Hmkoacm 3auie^ b caMyio cepeAHHy hx pacno.no>KeHHfl w 
BciOAy BHAeji Kyno^oo6pa3Hbie BOHJioHHbie n&naTKH, co*HTbie 
b Kyny h OKpy>KeHHbie TejieraMH, a H3-3a T-ener — no- 
Bo^HbH ycTaB^eHHbie rvia3a useTa penHoft boam, xojimeBbie 
XHTOHbi, 0Ae>KAbi H3 rpy6oft oBenbefi uiepCTH h AeTCKHe ro- 
jioBbi, 6e;ibie, KaK jieH. 

Hmkoacm npHKa3an roBopHTb KajmnnnAy, ho CKHCJKKoe 
cjiobo He Bbi3Ba.no abh>kchhh Ha jiuuax y >KeHm,HH. C hhmh 
o6-bHCH5ijiHCb 3HaKaMH, noKa3biBajiH 6jiecTfliuHe npeAMcrbi, 
TKaHH. He BbiAepacaB, Hhkoacm craji o63biBaTb hx xyAbiMH 
cjioBaMH. TorAa, npjiMo nepeA hhm, Ha noB03Ke B03HHK.na 
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Tomaa qbnrypa c tcmhumh BnaAHHaMH nna3. Bo3Aas pyKH, 
oHa BocKJiHKHyjia: 

BjiaroaioBeH stot AeHb, hto % aibiwy a;uiHHCKyK> 
pewb, BnepBbie 3a crojibico .rceT! Kto 6m tw hm 6bin, rocno- 
AHH, nyCTb Te6e conyTCTByiOT 6orH h a^ noMoryr ohh bwA- 
th H3 3BepHHoro jioroBa, b KOTOpoe tw 3auieji. 

— Kto Tbi? — cnpocwi Hhroacm. 

H <J>eorHHA H3 XepcoHeca. H 6bwi 6oraT h cjiaBeH, 

HO pOK nOpa3H^ MeHJI 3a >KaAHOCTb K 30JIOTy H 3a CBJ1TO- 

TaTCTBeHHoe yr\ay6jieHHe b HeBeAOMbie 3eMJiH. y>K ABaAuaTb 
JieT, KaK h ocnenjieH sapsapaMH h 3aHHMaiocb aochhcm ko- 
6b\j\. Earn Tbi yroAeH 6oraM, nonpocn MHe y hhx CKopyio 
6e36o^e3HeHHyio KOHHHHy. 

KoMy Tbi cny>KHUib h kto tboh rocnoAHH? 

— Moh rocnoAHH?.. Tbi cjibiiUHUJb ero p>KaHbe. Cero- 
Ahh Bee CKHCJDCKHe pa6bi oiy>KaT koham, a >Ke — caMOMy He- 
yKpoTHMOMy M3 hhx — >Kepe6uy Bo3hk>, BJiaAeiomeMy ace- 
Hofi, AeTbMH, najiaTKofi h bccmh 6oraTCTBaMH CBoero xo- 

fl3HHa. 

Hhkoacm HaxMypHJicji. 

J1h6o 6orn noMpaMHJin tboh pa3yM, oieneu, jih6o 
tw B3AyMan cMejiTbcyi HaAO mhoh. 

— HeT, Ao6pbiH rocnoAHH, Bee, hto h roBopio — npaB- 
Aa. Tbi npv\6bij\ b tot AeHb, KorAa kohh CTaHOBHTca roc- 
noAaMH, a ckh^w npespamaioTCH b kohch h yxoAflT b ikww 
nacTHCb. 

Hhko»acm Tenepb jicho pa3JiHHHJi, hto CBnpenoe pataHbe 
Heaiocb H3 3aKpbiTbix Harviyxo na/iaTOK. Oh 6wji b bcjihkom 
CMymeHHH, y3HaB, hto h uapb CiconacHc, noKHHyB MCHJiHme, 
naceTca b crrenH b noAB#3aHHbiM kohckhm xboctom, a b uap- 
ckoh nanaTKe HencroBCTByeT ero KOHb. Grceneu. cKa3an, hto 

HH B OAHO H3 3aKpbITb!X CTaHOBHH He CfieAyeT CTpeMHTbCfl. 

Hhkoacm pacnojioHCHJi cboh" craH Ha otkpmtoh nojia- 

HC C KOJieCHHHHblX B&7IOB 3a HHM CJieAH/IH TbICJIHH rjia3, HO 

hhkto He Bbiiueji h He npH6jiH3HJicji. 

CnycTH^ca Benep. Ot na^aTOK noHeoio cakhm ammom, 
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cnbiuj&nHCb KpHKH, jiafi, CecnoicofiHoe pxcaHHe. K nojiyHOHH 

Bee CTHX^O. 

TorAa M3 crenH craw AOHocHTbca He to rojioca 3Be- 
pefi h riTHu, He to acpHnu hobo3ok. Hyrb 3aAteTHbifi BeTe- 
poK o6*AaBaji 3anaxaMH npejiofi 3eMJiH, cbipocrn h 3e^eHH, 
ot KOTopwx Hhkoacm snaAa* b MenTaTe/ibHyio ApeMOTy. 
E/wy CHH^ocb AaJieicoe neHHe, BHAe^ ce6jr y 6ojibiuoH peKH, 
Ha ApyroM 6epery KOTopofi cnianc8 chhhS aum h bo3hh- 
Ka^H HencHbie jihixSl. 

TaM — cBepmeHHe ooctob, — CKa3a^ kto-to HaA 
caMbiM yxoM. 

Hhkoacm o6epHyjic$i. 3to 6bui KOHb. 

Kto Tbl? 

H u,apb CKonacHC. 
Oh 3aTpac rojioBon h 6eawMH, Kan neHa, 3y6aMH Bu,e- 
iihjick b ruieno HHKOAeMy. Kyca^ He Go-nbHO, ho Aepraji H3 

CTOpOHbl B CTOpOHy. 

— BcrraBaH, rocnoAHH! 

BbiJio cBeTJio. HHKOAeMy noKa3anocb, hto paow Apo- 

maT ot yTpeHHefi cwpocTH. Oh h caM HcnbiTan hchto BpoAe 
TpeneTa, KorAa orviHHyjica no CTOpOHaM. RnoTHbiM KO/ibu,OM 
hx oKpy>Kajio dojibuioe KOHHoe boScko. 

C JIHUOM, CMflTbIM OT CHa, CO CnyTaHHblMH BOJIOCaMH H 
60pOAOH, OH CT2UI npHBeTCTBOBaTb CKH({)OB, npeB03HOCH HX 

uapCTBeHHyio ocaHKy h rp03Hoe bohhckoc ooViHHbe. 

Ectih KajKAbiw H3 Bac aoctohh 6biTb uapeM, to Ka- 
kob me uapb, hto npaBHT BaMH? H npniiie/i cKa3aTb eMy 
Be^HKoe cjiobo h B03BecTHTb BceMy HapoAy HacrynjieHHe 
BpeMeH oiaBbi. npn6^H>KaeTca AeHb, KorAa Ka>KAOMy H3 
Bac cyiKAeHo craTb CeccMepTHbiM b Benax! 

BooAymeBHBiuHCb, oh era* ynoTpeoViHTb KpacnBbie 
KeCTbi, 3ayweHHbie y 3HaMeHHTbix opaTOpOB, h penb erono- 
TeKJia ruiaBHo h crpOHHO. Ho KorAa onyCTHJi pyKH, MTo6bi, 
CAejiaB mar Ha3aA, B03AeTb hx k He6*y, oh OKa3ajic*i He b 

COCTOHHHH HMH nOUieBeJIHTb. B OieAyiOlUHH MHr nOMyBCTBO- 

saji ce6a noBepKeHHbiM, Bee 3aBepTejiocb h ot CTpauiHbix 

TO^MKOB B FUieHH, B TOJIOBy, B HOrH OH JIHUIHJICfl HyBCTB. 
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IV 

— O rocnoAHH! Hey>KejiH tu AOJiHceH norHOHyrb yatac- 
hoh CMepTbio? Mbi corjiacHMCfl eme pa3 6biTb npoTameiiHbi- 
mh Ha apKaHe Hepe3 Bee crraHOBbe, jimiib 6\* He BHAeTb Te6a 
TaKHM, Kan ceHHac. 

OKpOBaB^eHHblH, B H30ApaHHOH OACKAe, npHB$I3aHHbIH 

k CTOJi6y, Hhkoacm 6bui crrpauieH cbomm paoaM, npHBbiK- 
iuhm BHAeTb ero CBepKaiomHM h rpo3HbiM. CaMH ohh, HCrep- 
3aHHbie h cneneHyTbie peMHflMH, Bana/iHCb y ero hop, ho o 
ce6e He AyM&nH. Mx cnyx Tep3ajiH JiHKyiomHe kphkh Bap- 
BapoB, rpa^HBuiHX KapaBaH. RneHHHKOB sa6buiH. 

Ohh npo6ujiH Ha nycTbipe Becb A^Hb, Mynaacb ot 
xcaHCAbi h ro^oAa. PeMHH kcctoko Bpe3biBajiHCb b tcjio. A 
BenepoM, KorAa cTenb OKyTa^acb cbipocrbio, y pa()0B 3a- 
cryMajiH 3y6bi. Oahh Hhkoacm He 3aMenaji hh 6ojih, hh xo- 
JiOAa. Oh Tep3a^CH 6o;iee CTpaniHOH Myicoft. HeyKejiH Bee, 
roBopHBuiHe o 6e3yMHH ero saMbicna, npaBbi, h oh HanpacHO 
nory^HJi cboh coicpoBHiua h caMoro ceoa? Mbicjib 3Ta npn- 
BOAHJia b HCCrynjieHHe h, KorAa b CTaHOBbH noTyxjiH onw 
h 3aMo^KJiH ro^oca, oh 6eccHJibHO noBHC Ha noAAepatHBaB- 

r 

iiihx ero peMHjix h ctsui npocHTb y 6oroB cKopofi kohmmhw. 
BnaB b 3a6biTbe, oh AOJiro hochjich b MHpe HejiCHbix npH3- 
paKOB, noKa He OHHy;ic3 ot Hbero-TO 6;iH3Koro npHcyT- 

CTBHfl. 

>Khb jih tw, rocnoAHH? 
3to dbiji 4>eorHHA H3 XepcoHeca. 

3aneM tw npnuieji, c^eneu? Mjih nyeuib bo MHe cko- 
poro TBoero Tosapnma no aochhio Ko6biji? 

HeT, Ao6*pbiH rocnoAHH, Te6» >kact Apyraa yqacrb, 
tw 6yAeuib 3aKonaH b 3eAuno no cajwyio uieio h noTOM Te6e 
OTpy6HT rojiOBy. 

Hy, 3HaMHT a CHacnviHBee Teoa. 
Oieneu yjvtojiK. Hhkoacm Aanro cnyuiaji ero CTapne- 
CKoe AbixaHHe. 

CKaacH, rocnoAHH, eaiH mm 3Aecb yMpeM, nonaAeM 

JIH Mbi B CBOH 3JIJIHHCKHH AHA H./IH HaM CyJKACHO npe(5bIBaTb 
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b ckh(|)ckom TapTape? 3Ta Mbicrib Mewi nocroaHHO CMy- 
maeT, HHane a He cra^ 6w rHeBMTb 6oros uemwHHeM 3a 

HeAOCTOHHyiO >KM3Hb. 

Hhkoacm ycMexHy/icji. 

H cjibimaji, mto TapTap Mbi npoxoAHM npn >kh3hh, 
a nocae CMepTM ot Hac Himero He ocraeTca h mm aiHBaeMCfl 
c kocmocom. BnponeM, ycnoKoficji, roBopjrr Taicxce, 6yATO 
6orn npHHHMaiOT Hac b CBoe jioho h mm crraHOBHMCfl nacTH- 
uaMH 6o>KecTBa... Ho yfiAH, cneneu, h He Meuiaft MHe AyMaTb. 

<I>eorHHA B3AOXHy^. 

fl npHiue^, rocno^HH, mto6h ocBotfoAHTb Te6». 

Bern, eaiH juoxceuib, a % noacHJi h bpha ^h HafiAy 6o;iee a°- 
ctomhuh cnynafi nowepTBOBaTb >KH3HbH>. 

npHBblKUIHH BCTpenaTb 3JIO H 6opOTbCfl C HHM, HHKO- 

AeM nepe^cH^ ot sthx okob HenpHBbiHHoe AymeBHoe co- 
CTOjiHHe, noxo>Kee Ha 6o.ne3Hb. Ilo6opoB ero, oh cica3aj: 

TOMy, KTO TaK HeHCTOBO CTpeMHJICH K CKH(J)aM, 

He^b3« 6e>KaTb ot hhx. 5\ caM H36pan cboio aojho. Hah. 

Cneneu yAa^H^Cfl. 

YTpoM ra^AHmaa KOHHaa opaBa HaABHHy;iacb Ha Hhko- 
ACMa. Kto-to nycTHJi Konbe h oho co cbhctom BOH3HJiocb b 
cto;i6 HaA caMOH ero tojioboh. OrpeflfljiH H3 .rcyKOB, ho crpe- 
Jiw, 3aAeBa« bojiocw, npodHBas 0Ae>KAy, cbhcth mhmo yiuen, 
He npHHHHH^H eMy hh oahoh uapanHHbi. KorAa >Ke pbiHtetfo- 
pOAbiH, rpOMne Bcex KpHwaBiiiHH, noA^exas, yAapHJi Hhkoac- 
Ma c pa3Maxy KonbeM b jihuo, jiexcaBiiiHe Ha 3eMJie pa6bi 
HcnycTH^H rpoMKHfi Boruib. Ho He ycne^o >k&/io Konwi koc- 
HyTbCfl meKH, KaK ckhcJ) mojihhchocho OTAepHyji ero Ha3aA- 
3to np0H30iu.no TaK MrHOBeHHO, hto HHKOAeMy He 6bM0 
BpeMeHH HcnyraTbCH. 

ErO 0TBW3ajlH H nOBOJIOKJIH. 

B 06llIHpH0M npOCTpaHCTBe, OKpy>KeHHOM nOB03KaMH, 

ctohjio Bcero neTbipe na^aTKH, ho ohh 6wjih 6o;ibiiiHe h 
nwuiHo yKpameHbi. HHKOAeMy 3anoMHH;iHCb rpoiwaAHbie Ty- 
pw, 6e»caBiiiHe no KpyrvibiM creHaM oahoh H3 hhx. 

riepeA Heio Ha 6e;ioM, rpy6o OTecaHHOM KaMHe cha&i 
ne^oBeK, Mo;ma ycTaBHBiiiHHCH Ha HHKOAeMa. rioKa oh ero 
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paccMaTpHBaji, moxcho 6biJio ycneTb o6i>exaTb BepxoM bo- 
Kpyr Bcero crraHOBwi. 

KorAa chjim Han&nH noKHAaTb HHKOAeMa, k HeMy ooa- 
BejiH AByx KajumnwAOB h 3aCTaBM^H AepwaTb rocnoAHHa 

hoa pyKM. 

KoHHaa mnna crpyAHJiacb okojio CHA^mero Ha KaMHe 

H OAHH, C J1HU.OM (})HJlHHa, TKHyB KOIIbeM B CTOpOHy HhKO- 

AeMa, cnpocwji 3aMorHJibHbiM ro-nocoM: 

MtO TbI 3aMbIUlJIflJI npOTHB l|,ap$I CKH(|)OB? 

KorAa Ka;iJiHnHAbi nepeAajiH 3to HHKOAeMy, oh He 

3H&TI, HTO OTBeTHTb. FIotom, C JIHU.OM, 3arOpeBUIHMCH Ha- 

Aokaoh, cra.n ropano o6T>HCHHTb ucrib CBoero npHe3Aa. Oh 
cKa3an, hto eme y ce6ji b othh3hc y3Haji npo MorymecTBo h 
cjiaBy CKonacHca. Oh H36pan ero H3 Bcex uapefi h 3axoTe;i 
npHHecTH k ero Horaiw cboh 6oraTCTBa, Aa6bi nooiy>KHTb 
Ae^y 6opb6bi co BceMHpHbiM BparoM ilapHeM. 

Tbi A3Ji opyjKHe Bpary uapa! Tbi Apyr CKyHKw! 

Tw Apyr CKyHKH! — 3apeBe^a TO^na, h KorAa Hh- 
KOAeM nbiT&ncfl roBopHTb, ero He 6bi.no aibiuiHO. 

TorAa, OTTO^KHyB noAAep>KHBaBiiiHx ero KaJMHriHAOB, 
oh pBaHyjica HaBcxpeny CKHC^aM, HcnycrHB TaKOH apocTHbiH 
Boruib, ot KOTOporo cpa3y Bou.apH.nocb MO-nnaHHe. 

Bbi 3an;iaTHTe KpoBbio 3a csoe ocneruieHHe! nanaT- 
kh BauiH comryT h pa3rpa6HT, c kohch cAepyT Kowy, >KeH 
h AeTen yroHHT b pa6crB0, a caMH bh HCivieeTe b nojinx h 
CTaHeTe cepbiMH kocthmh. 

Ilo TO-nne npoiueji luonoT. 

— iloKamH, — CKa3a^ ncnoBeK c ;ihuom cjw-nHHa. 

— 3to AOKaMceT CKOpo njiaw ckh(})Ckoh 3cm;ih, twcjihh 
y^HTbix h TbMbi 3aKOBaHHbix b u,enH. Bjih3kh yace nojinuma 
u,apH uapefi. Ko^ecHHuaMH oh mojkct oKpyjKHTb bck) Ckh- 
^iwvo, KaK 3tot Jiarepb. Tope BaM, He bhcm^ioiuhm MoeMy 
cj\OBy! Bw eme >KHBeTe, ho a y>Ke cmotpio Ha Bac, KaK Ha 

MepTBblX ! 

Oh ynaji Ha kojichh h 6'hji noAXBaneH KajuiHnHAaMH. 
CKH({)bi MOjma^H. rioTOM pa30M 3aryAe;iH h, HanaB 
xapKHH cnop, 3a6*biJiH npo HHKOAejvia. 
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Oh OMHy^ca b nycroH no-nyTeMHofi nanaTice. no Kpyr- 
jibiiA no^OTHHHbiM creHaM 6e>KanH yrnoBaTbie kohh, icpw- 
jiaTbie co6aKH, jibBbi, 6apcw, rpH(})(})OHbi, a H3 Bnxpa 3aBHT- 
kob npocrynanH He to neJioBenbH, He to 3BepHHbie rjia3a h 
ocoa6^eHHbie pTbi. riopow cna6biH BeTepOK K0^e6a^ TKaHH. 
Tor^a HyAOBHiua oJKHBann h HHKOAeMy, Ha MHr, OTKpw- 
sa^acb Ayuia Myworo MHpa. Oh 6bui 6e3 He6ec, 6e3 3eMJiH, 
6e3 cojmua, oh coctoaji h3 nojiyMpaica h b Heiw 3Bynajia uih- 
poicaji 6ecKpaHH5iji necHH, xBaTasuiaa 3a Aymy. Bee Tpasbi, 

UBeTbl, JIIOAH H KOHH 6bMIH XHLU,HbI, KpOBOWaAHbl, HO Iie- 

Ma/ibHbi h Tan^H rviy6oKoe rope. 

FIoKa oh TaK Jieacaji cBH3aHHbiH, b .narepe Hananocb boji- 
HeHHe. CKHcfibi Bbi6erafiH H3 najiaTOK h bckohhb Ha KOHefi, 
MH<uiHCb b no.ne. 3a hhmh luianymHe xceHiuHHbi, acth. B 
craHOBbH ocrartHCb mnbKo Te, hto He Moron e3AHTb Ha ko- 
hjix. CrapHKH, cxoAflCb b Kpy>KOK, coKpymeHHO KananH ro- 
jiosaMH. Hto-to 6yAeT? Hto-to 6yAeT? 

C 3anaAa ABHr&nncb craAa cyaiHKOB. Po6khc 3Bepb- 
kh uijih b HpocTHOM HCCTynjieHHH. CTenb 3aTHxana h 

paccryna^acb nepeA hhmh. Tojioa, Mop, rH6e^b kopmob, 
naAe>K KOHefl h 6*apaH0B, 3anycTeHHe ckh^ckoh aeMjm bo3- 
Beiua/w opAW rpbi3yHOB. IlocjieAHee nepeABHaceHHe cyaiH- 
kob 6bwo ABaAuaTb BeceH TOMy Ha3aA, nepeA 3acyxoH, no- 
ry6HBiueH TpaBw, h nepeA crpamHOH 6ojie3HbK>, yHecuieM 
Bcex jvuiaAeHues ao TpexjieTHero B03pacTa. Tenepb 3BepbKH 
hijm b HHOie, KOToporo hhkto He 3anoMHH^ Ha CBoeM Beicy. 

Hto-to 6yAeT? Hto-to 6yAeT? 
CKH(()bi B03Bpaiua/iHCb yrpioMbie. 

YTpOM K HHKOAeMy BOQIJIH KOCMaTbie BOHHbl H nOBO- 

jiokjih c co6oh. Oh onyrnJiCH b o6uiHpHOM Kpyre, 0(5pa3O- 
saHHOM CTpaiiiHbiM CKon^eHneM HapoAa, h TO^bKO no na- 
jiaTKe c 6erymHMH TypaMH y3Ha^ mccto CBoero nepBoro 
Aonpoca. Ha 6"ejiOM KaMHe on»Tb CHAe^ HenoBeK, ho Tenepb. 
oh AepMcaji KaivieHHbiH Tonop c 30jiotoS pyKOHTKOH, yKpa- 
uieHHOH KJieHjwaMH HCKycHOH pa6oTbi. Ha ro-noBe chhji 30J10- 
toh Kynoji, OTOponeHHbiH 6o6poBOH onyuiKoft. Hhkoacm 
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noHHJi, hto nepeA hhm CKonacnc — noBenMTWib uapcrBeH- 

HblX CKH(|)OB. 

BoJibiuoM Kocrep nujian b cepeAHHe Kpyra. 

Mo^CeilJb JIH A^Tb KJIHTBy, HTO BCe, CKa3aHHOe TO- 

6om o HauieCTBHH uapa uapefi, — npaBAa? 

He 6yAyHM b coctojihhh roBopMTb, Hhkoacm CACJia^ 
yTBepAMTejibHbiM 3HaK. TorAa eMy noAHeaiH HarpeToe ace- 
Jie30, HanHHaBuiee KpacHeTb. 

Bo3bMH h AOKaacH cbok) npaBOTy. 

Crajio thxo. Bee Bsopu yerpeMHJiHCb Ha MHJieTHHHHa. 
Oh eme npedbiBa^ b oueneHeHHH. IIotom, KaK 6w crpaxHyB 

OrpOMHyiO TflMCeCTb, BbHipjIMHJICH M CHJIbHblM ateCTOM exsa- 

thji >Kejie30. PyKa 3aAWMM^acb, pacnpocrpaHyiji ocrpbiH 
3anax. Bee BpeMa, noxa K&njiHnHA npOH3HOCH.n 3a Hero cno- 
sa KJijiTBbi, Hhkoacm AepKan pacKa^eHHoe >Kejie30. KorAa 
CKa3aaH «AOBo^bHO», oh y>Ke He Mor pa3>KaTb .naAOHb h 
atejie30 c npHCTaBinefi k HeMy AfeiMflmencfl kojkch, bmShjih 
yAapoM ApeBKa. 

Hhkto He CMeeT TporaTb 3Toro ne^oBeKa! — boc- 
KJiHKHyji u,apb. 

ynaBiuero 6e3 HyscrB HHKOACAia othcuih b na^aTKy, 
paooB ero pa3Bj!3a^H h no3BOJiHJiH yxaxcHBaTb 3a rocnoAH- 
hom. Eiwy npHHecjiH b Aap 6apaHa h Mex Ko6*buibero mo- 
jiOKa. K HeMy npHxoAHJin Tenepb npii6;iH)KeHHbie CitonacH- 
ca, noAOJiry paccnpauiHBa^H 060 BceM bhachhom Ha Boc- 
(J)ope. Pa3 ot pa3y jmu,a hx MpanHe^H, ho b hhx HeM&no 
6biJio h coMHeHHji. Ohh Bee eiue dojuiwcb AasaTb nojiHyio 
Bepy ero caosaM. 

Cna>KH, neM nHTa^HCb uapcKwe kohh, coBepuiaa 
TaKow Aa^eKHH nyTb? BeAb th roBopHUib, hto ohh uijih no 
AoporaM, ^HiueHHbiM TpaBbi. 

Mx CHa6>Ka^H KopiwoM KHBymne TaM HapoAbi. Uapb 
pa3opn;i hx 3eM^H, npHKa3as BbiHecrH eMy HaBCTpeny Bee 
3anacw 3epHa h conoMbi. 

CKH(})bi JiyicaBo npHmypHBa™ rvia3a. 

KaKOH ace KOHb craHeT ecrb co^OMy? KorAa HauiHM 
kohhm cnynaeTca 6bisaTb b 3eMJi$ix Bopne^eHHTOB h 3a6n- 
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paTbCH B HX HHBbI, OHH CpblBaiOT TOJIbKO KOJIOCbH, HO HH 

oahh He npHTparHBaeTCji k coaomc M Aa>Ke 3hmoh, Kor^a 
ohh He HaxoAHT noA CHeroBofi Kopofi AOCfaTOHHO nojieBbix 
TpaB, ohh npe^noHHTaioT CAbixaTb ot rojiOAa, neat cctb 
cojioiwy. 

rioTOM paccnpauiHBanH o KOJiecHHuax h 6bi;iH yAHBjie- 
hm, y3HaB, hto b hhx BnparaiOT KOHefi, a He bojiob, hto ko- 
jiecHHUbi 6biCTpbi, KaK BeTep, h KOJieca y hhx He H3 cnjioiu- 
hwx aocok, a JierKHe, co crumaMH. 

Mbi noAyMaeiw 06 3tom, — roBopHJW ohh Hhko- 
AeMy. 

TaK npouiJio HecKOJibKO AHefi. 

OAHa>KAbi BBajiHJiacb opasa ckh(J)ob h nose^a Hhko- 
AeMa k uapio. Flo AOpore npHcraBajio MHoro nemero h koh- 
Horo juo&a, TaK hto k uapcKOMy uiaTpy oh noAoweji - bo 
nnaBe TOJinbi. 

Uapb nocraBHJi ero pyiAOM c coCoh. Flo ero 3Haxy ne- 

peA HHKOAeMOM pa30CT^a^H BOH.TIOK, Ha KOTOpblH CKHCj3bI, 

npoxoAH mhmo, CKJiaAHBa^H 6pacvieTbi, KOJibua, rpe6HH, 

naiim, yKpauieHHbie noaca, MOHerbi h ceAJia, noxHiueHHbie 
H3 ero KapaBaHa. HaBajiHJiH rpyAy opy>KHH, npHBejw ero 
KOHen h ooiob. 

Mw HHnero He yTaHJW h B03Bpaii;aeM Bee ao no- 
cjieAHeft cepbrn. 

TorAa HnKOAeM acasan: 

— H 3H&n, uapb, hto Tbi noBepHiiib npaBAe mohx 



cjiob. Ho 3to opyacne a npHBe3 rjw tbohx bohhob. Mto >Ke 
ao 3thx 6oraTCTB, to ohh tboh, h » connaceH 6biTb mnbico 
hx xpaHHTe^eM. Ohh ashm Te6e A-nfl noGeAbi. 

Hhkoacm 3a6bui o crrpaiiiHOH 6ojih b pyKH, o nepeacH- 
twx MyneHHflx h TOJibKO AyMaji: HeyacejiH c6biBaiOTCH ero 
MeHTbi h HacrynaeT nac c«ny>KeHH$i othh3hc, KOToporo oh 

CTOJIbKO JKAaJI? 

Oh y3Ha;i, hto uapio npnuuia crpana c 3apy6icaMH, Kpe- 
CTHKaMH h KpiOHKaMH. Ocrpwe ee 6wjio OKpauieHO apito 
KpacHbiM. OHa npHiujia c 6eperoB Aa^enoro Hcrpa h Haxo- 
AHjiacb b nyTH ABa ahh h ABe hohh. Ee BHXpeM Hecvw no 

94 



CTenjiM ot craHOBbfl k craHOBbio, He 3aAep>KHBaa hm mh- 

HyTbi. HaBCTpewy MnaBuieMyoi roHuy BbiBOAtwiH CBexce- 

ro kohh m JiymiJHH Hae3AHHK BbixBaTbiBaji y npw6biBiijero 

crpejiy, MTo6bi hccth ao c^eAyiomeH ctohhkh. Howbto 

BecTHHKH CKaKa/iH c nynKaMH nw^aBiDHx TpaB, H3A&nH 6y- 

ahjih ce/ieHHji npcw3HTe;ibHbiM kphkom. Crpe^a B03Beiua^a 

ripHxoA Bpara. 

Bo Bee KOHu,bi nocKanajiM BcaAHHKH c KpacHbiMH 

^ocKyrbflMH Ha Konbflx. Ilo HonaM nw^a^H CHonw cyxow 
TpaBbi. He ycnesa^ AoropaTb oahh, KaK BAa^H jkctctoh 
3Be3AOM BcnbiXHBa;i Apyrofi, noTOM TpeTHH h orHeHHaa 
Becrb b HecKO^bKO MrHOBeHHfi npoxoAHJia Heo6o3pMMbie 
npocTpaHCTBa. 

Ho CKonacHcy xoTenocb, MTo6bi Ka>KAbifi 3Haji, hto 3Ta 
BOHHa He TaKaji, KaK bcc Oh sejien npHHecrH KOTen AaH- 
ra3a h nycrHTb no craHOBbHM. /tecjiTb Me^oBenecKHx mh3- 
Hefi TOMy Ha3aA, npH HauiecTBHH no;no;i!OAeH, no;iypbi6 
AaHra3 3bohom 3-roro KOTJia co6pa^ CKH<})CKyio 3eMJiH> h 
HCTpe6wji Bpara. Hhkoacm nouejioBaji cBsmeHHbiii KOTe^ H3 
no3e^eHeBiuefi 6poH3bi c TpyAHO pa3^HHHMbiMH y3opaMH no 
KpaflM h BAe^ b ero KopoTKoe yiiiKO 30JiOToe KOJibuo. C Ta- 

6yHaMH, KHf)HTKaMH, C BOHHaMH, HCeHaMH H AeTbMM UIJIH K 

CKonacHcy bo>kah noABJiacrHbix kohcbmh. 

— CKOpo Tbi He yBHAHUJb TpaBbi BOKpyr craHOBbfl, 
CKa3&riH HwKOAejviy, — Bee noKpoeTca .niOAbMH, h TorAa tw 
y3Haeuib, KaKOBa Mom,b Haiuero u,ap». 



V 

EMy BejiejiH noKa3aTb cbok> pyKy. OHa npeACTaBJia;ia 
rHOfliuyiocji CfiH3HCTyio paHy. 3HaxapH w 3aroBopui,HKH 
KaKAwfl AeHb Ko;iAOBa^H HaA Heio — uienTa^H, non^eBw- 
Ba^H, npHCbinajiH 30jioh, ho 6o;ib He npoxoAH-na. PyKa erra- 
ta HcnycKaTb 3/10 boh He h 3arHHBaTb. TorAa npniueji nejio- 

BeK C 6e36opOAbIM KpaCHbIM JIHU.OM, Ha KOTOpOM, KaK ABa 

rycHHbix nepa, 6*eJiejiH dpoBH, CKpbiBaBiiiHe oJioBHHHbie, ko 
BceMy 6e3ynacTHbie rjia3a. 3to 6h\n CH6epa. 
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Ohm c&ih Ha KOHeft h BbiexariH H3 craHOBbH. Hhkoacm 
He y3H&rc crenH. Bee pbiwee h MepHoe npona^o; jipKa» jih- 
Kyioiuafl 3evieHb 3axjiecrHyjia paBHHHy ot Kpaa ao Kpaa. 
HwKorAa oh He BHAfcn Tanoro oGhjiha TpaBbi. Cn^epa neMy- 
to ycMexaJica, 6opMora^, KpHnan KopocreneM, cBHCren, KaK 
cyoiMK. M3 TpaBbi eMy oTBeHajiH. Oh 3bohko THBKHyji, 
KorAa BnepeAH MeribKHyjio hto-to acejrroe. rioAHHJiacb 

OCTpafl MOpAOHKa. 

Tw He jiHCHua, — CKa3an eft CnGepa, — tw AOHb 
ujMejiH h cepoH pbiCH, Tbi MHe He CKaaceuib npo obcmhh 
KopeHb! 

rioTOM oh ocraHOBH^cji nepeA 6eneHbKHM ubctohkom, 
ofoexaji TpH pa3a h, cBecHBiiJHCb c ceA-na, 3aB»3aji y3^0M 
BepxyuiKH CTeoViefi, ctobbujhx noAJie. Oh cnpauiHBaji npo 
OBeHHfi KopeHb y 3eAtn$moro 3aiiua, y KaBopOHKOB, y jieTy- 
Hefi KopOBKH, ceBuien Ha rpHBy kohh. HarHysuiHCb k TpaBe, 
noAHjui 3a yuiH MajieHbKoro 3BepbKa h noKa tot nnman h 
MOTaji ^anKaMH, Hanesaji neceHKy. M y Hero cnpocnji npo 
oeeHHfi KopeHb, a noTOM nycTHji b TpaBy. 

HeH3BeCTHO OTKyAa B3$uiHCb MoryHHe 6biKH c 6eiibiMH 
nojiocaMH BAo;ib xpe6TOB. KorAa CH6epa 4>bipKHyji h 6wkh 
noBepHy^H nxnoBbi, Hhkoacm 3aMep ot bocxhiuchmji npH 

BHAe HeofoaTHOH IllHpHHbl pOPOB, CTpeMHBUIHXCH OXBaTHTb 

Becb MHp. Oh npoBO>Kaji hx bsftihaom, noKa 6biKH He npe- 
BpaTHJiHCb b Hepa3JiHHHMbie tomkh. MejibKHy;io crraAO na- 
cymHxcH 6ejiux oBeu. To 6buiH KaMHH. Gi6epa coiner c 
kohh h mmsui cpbmaTb credanbKH h JiHCTbH. Oh hx HioxaJi, 
03Hpa^cH no CTopoHaM, noji3aji no 3eM;ie, HCKaji TaK AOJiro, 
mto HHKOAeM, 3a6biB npo Hero, npeAa/ica cbohm pa3Mbim- 
jiennHM. OnHy^CH, KorAa CnGepa npeACT&n nepeA hhm, Aep- 
>Ka KejiTbifi, KaK 3y6, KopeHb. Oh pa3pe3aji ero h nojioacHJi 
HwKOAeMy Ha rHoamyiocfl jiaAOHb. B nepBoe MrHOBeHHe 
Hhkoacm nyTb He BatpHKHyji ot oojih, ho noTOM nonyB- 
CTBOBaji o6jierneHHe h Ha oopaTHOM nyTH Bn&n b cnaAKyio 
ApeMOTy. Oh cn&n bcio no^b, Becb cneAyioiuHH ACHb h eme 
oAHy HOMb, a KorAa npocHyjica, ero no3BajiH Ha nnp k uapio. 
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VI 

B 6poH30Bbix Kcnviax no sceAty craHOBbio BapHJiocb 
Mflco, 3ajiHToe mojiokom hjih »roAHbiM cokom c npH6aane- 

HHeM AyUJHCTblX TpaB. >KapH^HCb TyiUH Ka6aHOB, 6bIKOB, 

cafiraKOB. )KHpm>ie Apo<})bi 3aBepTbiBanncb b cupyio rjiHHy, 
mianHCb b oroHb, oncyAa hx AOCTaB&nn noTOM b BHAe oojib- 
uihx HcenTbix KaMHefi. KorAa pa36HBanH n/WHAHyio CKop- 
Jiyny h otahp&/ih BMecre c npMCTaBiiJMMH k Heft nepbHMH, 
pa^HBancH cnaAKMM apoMaT irnmiii, 3a»capeHHofi b co6- 

CTBeHHOM JKHpy. Be3Ae rpOM03AWIHCb Mexa C K06*bUIbHM 
MOJIOKOM. 

Ha nOJIJIHe BblCTpOHJIHCb pOBHbIM KOJIbU,OM Hae3AHHKH 
C KOnbflMH, lUHTaMH. OHH TOpMCeCTBeHHO mum H3 OOffbUIOH 

MaiiiH, uieAuiefi no Kpyry. MoJiOAbie CKH<])bi, He ycneBuiHe 
y6HTb hh OAHoro Bpara, ctoa noOAa^b, c 3aBHCTbK> CMOTpe- 
m Ha noMeTHyio nauiy. KorAa ona odouuia Becb Kpyr, bohhw 
couijih c KOHefi h yceriHCb Ha pa30cr;iaHHbie 6apaHbH h koh- 
CKHe uiKypu. BHeoiH ACTBa. To;ina mcchiuhh, AeTefi, Ka^eK, 
rjia3eBiuaa Ha nHpyiounix, KaK Ha 6oroB, rpoMKo 3ane.na: 

O, Ko6biJibi! 0, MaTepH KoGmibi! 
Mto 6e>ijio 6bi, ecjiH 6w bm 
He crajiH AaBaTb MOJiona! 

Ho caMbie noMerHbie tocth nHpoBa^H c uapeM b na- 

^aTKC To 6bIJIH BOHHbl, HbH HMeHa 3Ha/ia BCfl Ckhc^hh. A 

Taoce bojkah noABJiacTHbix njieivieH. Ohh npH6buiH b co- 
npoBo>KAeHHH Jiencnx Apy>KHH, onepeAHB Ha HecKo^bKo 
AHefi cboh MeAJieHHO ABH^yunHeca opAbi. 

CpeAH npH6biBuiHX MHorne He ;ik>6h;ih CnonacHca, 
6ojuiHCb h BTaHHe MeMTa^H o nepexoAe k MAaH(J)Hpcy. B 
npouijioM ohh BCTynanH co cbohm BJiacTHTeneM He b OAHy 
KpoBaByio 6HTBy, ho BcerAa 6biBajiH no6e>KAaeMw h avrnpa- 
JMCb. BbuiH h TaKne, hto He yKejianH npH3HaBa-rb hh Cko- 
nacHca, hh MAaHcjmpca. Ha toh nacTH crenel, w H3Hanajia 
KOMeBajiH hx nneiweHa, ohh CHHTajiH ce6» uapflMH h 3a Cko- 
nacHCOM npH3HaBanH mnbico nepBeHCTBo h CTapeniuHHCTBO. 
B 3tot npne3A ohh connacHJiHCb He HOCHTb b ero npHcyr- 
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ctbhh 30JioTbix uianoK w 30^otwx nam y noaca. Bnepeue b 
mx co6paHMH oh oahh Bbicryn&n c 3THMH 3HaKaMH uapcKoro 

AOCTOMHCTBa. 

Top>KecTBO oMpawaviocb 0TKa30M Tpex bohcach, cpeAH 
KOTopwx 6bwi CKyHKa. Ohm cica3anH: 

Jlymiie noceTHTb jioroBHiue 3Men h npHHHTb yro- 
meHHe ot eojiica, MeM nojib30BaTbca rocrenpHHMCTBOM Cko- 
nacHca. 

Ho uapb 6biJi b xopomeM pacno;io>KeHHH Ayxa. Ero 
ycne/m y6eAHTb, mto onacHOCTb, rpo3flmafl ot nepcoe, 
CH^bHo npeyBejiHweHa Hhkoacmom. KaxcAbiA AeHb npnxo- 
Amjih BecrH c Mcrpa: crra^o H3BecTH0 npo mhomccctbo ko- 
pa6;ieft, npo BbicoKMe 6auiHH, ho o hccmcthom BOHCKe hh- 
Mero He 6bu\o. HapoA, npHObiBuiHH Ha Kopa6jiax, He ycrrpa- 
uiaji MHcneHHoCTbio. yTBep>KAa^H, mto HHKaKoro Apy r oro 
Boftcica He 6y&eT h yKanejiti o B03BpaiueHHH HHKOAeiwy ero 
6oraTCTB. npH6\nH>KeHHbie OTBepra^H Mbipib 06 o6pame- 

r ^^ ^^^^^^ 

hhh 3a noMoiubio k Arac})HpcaM, TaBpaiw, McceAOHaiw, Te- 
jiOHaM h HeBpaM. TeM 6o;iee He ctohjio MHpHTbca h Bcry- 
naTb b cok>3 c MAaHqbwpcoM. CKonacHcy cica3ajiH MHoro3Ha- 
HHre^bHo : 

Te6e, uapb, HaA-neacHT eme 6o,nee B03BbicHTbca b 

3T0H BOHHe. 

CnonacHC 6poca;i noHHMaioiuHe BsrviaAbi Ha roBopHB- 
ujhx h xhiuho npwnoAHHMa^ BepXHioio ry6y. CeroAHfliiiHHH 
nnp CAenaer ero npeABOAHTcneM Bcex ckhc})ob. 

Kor^a HHKOAeM CTynHJi noA Kyno;i najiaTKH, oh noH$ui, 

MTO H B CTenH B03MO>KHbr rpaHAH03Hbie coopy>KeHHH. Ho Bee 

6biJio rojio, KaK b nycroM capae. EAHHCTBeHHbiM yKpanie- 
HHeM cjiyyKmm 6pOH30Bbie H3o6pa>KeHHH 3Bepew, CBeuiHBaB- 
uiHecH c noTOJiKa. ,Ha>Ke bo>kah h repoH, CHAeBiiiHe y noA- 
HO>Kb3 creH, BbirjiaAejiH cepbiMH, Majio3aMeTHbiMH. TojibKO 
30^0Tbie nauiH, 6jiecTeBuiHe no Kpyry, npHAaBajiH 3HanH- 
TeJibHOCTb CKonnmy. M Hhkoacm 6jiarocjioBHJi 30JIOTO, npe- 
o6pa>Kaiomee BoanoHHyio najiaTKy bo ABopeu, Aejiaioiuee 
uapCTBeHHbiM h bcjihkhm oAeToro b uiKypbi BapBapa. 

CKonacHC cnAe;i b oKpyaceHHH AByx AecaTKOB BHTH3efi, 
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MbH BepHOCTb cicperuieHa 6*biJia cMemeHHeM Kposw b otfiuefi 
name h kjihtboh noaieAOBaTb 3a uapeM b Mormiy. Cnpasa 
ot Hero CHAeji KeHa, y6nBwuPi mecTbAecjiT bohhob, ABaA- 
uaTb ceMb 3y6poB, AecaTb Benpefi h iiiecrb Typos. 3a hhm 
pbixceoopOAwfi Hnxapc, ydMBuiHM iWTbAecaT naTb bohhob, 
BoceMHaAUaTb 3y6poB m riHTHaAUaTb Benpew. GneBa — J1h- 
noKcaHKC, ydHBiiiHH nflTbAecaT bohhob, TpHAuaTb 3y6pos, 
AByx TypoB h 3aAyuiHBuiHH hwioh pyKOH pbicb. FIotom 
A6a — copoK BoceMb bohhob, nflTHaAUaTb 3y6pOB, TpH 
Benpa, Aecjrrb canraKOB. 

Hhkoacm npHBeTCTBOB&a noBe^HTe^H ckh<{)ob noAHfl- 
THeM CBoeH H3ypOAOBaHHOH pyKH, h eMy yica3ajiH Mecro He- 
noAajieny ot CKonacHca. 

B jiHMOHHO-KeJiTOM rHMaTHH c 6erymHM no KpajiM 
MeaHApoM, b KpacHbix c 3o^othmh 3acTe>KKaMH caHAa^Hax, 
c 6*opOAofi, ^ocHHiueHCji ot 6jiaroBOHHfi h c KpacHBo yno- 

JKeHHblMH npHAHMH BOJIOC OH 6h\Jl BblMblOIOM, CKa3KOH B 

3toh na^aTKe HOMaAOB. CrenHbie bo>kah noAHHMajincb c 

MeCT H nOAXOAHJIH, MT06bI nOAbllliaTb hcxoahbujhmh OT He- 

ro apoMaTaMH. .HoTparHBajiHCb ao oacmca h bojioc. KorAa 
oh noo6*emaJi OAHOMy noAapHTb TaKyio >Ke OAeacAy, Bap- 
eap npe3pHTeJibH0 ycMexHyjicji, c ropAOCTbio nocMOTpeB Ha 
cboh ruiaiu, cuihthh H3 nyMKOB, noxo>KHx Ha 6biMbH xboctm. 
To 6*bwiH BOJiocbi y6HTbix BparoB, coApaHHbie c to^obw BMe- 
cre c K0>KeH. HepHbte, pbixcHe, >Ke^Tbie, HHorAa ceAwe. M 

CpeAH HHX 30JI0THCTbie, B ABa ^OKTJ! A-WHOH, COApaH- 

Hbie HBHO He C AtyKCKOH rOJIOBbl. 

FIoKa HHKOAeM OMapoBaHHo CMOTpen Ha npeKpacHbifl 
CKa^bn HeH3BecTHOH BOHTe.ribHHu.bi — BHecjiH rpoMaAHoro 
KapeHoro Typa h Tyr >Ke pasiyHJiu Ha nacrH. Focth 3aimjw 
MecTa h npHHHJiH BajKHbifi bha- KorAa pa6bi o<5hoch;ih nn- 
pywmHx 3aBeTHbiM mhcom, Ka>KAWH BnHBajicji b Tymy 3y- 
6aMH h noTOM CbiCTpo 0Tpe3a;i ho>kom 3axBaHeHHbiw nycoK. 
Ct&tih BHOCHTb AbiM5iii;Hecj! 6apaHbH xpe6Tbi h kohckhc jio- 

naTKH, JKHpHblX AP04>, K03. HailiH HanO^HHJIHCb CHHeBaTbIM 
K06bIJIbHM MOJIOKOM. B HeM OflaBaJIH BOJIOCbl, rp33b, OHO 

nax^o npe^biM CapaHbHM MexoM. Ho CKH(j)bi nn^H c Ha- 
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cnajKAeHHeM h Gwcrpo xMeJiejiH. Hhkoacm saMentn, hto 
HeKOTopwe naiuH CA&naHM H3 wepenoB, o6\no»ceHHbix 3ano- 
tom. M3 hhx nun caM uapb h HaH6o;iee noneTHbie tocth. 
To 6bi.iH Mepena BparoB CKonacHca. 

CKopo na^aTKa HaruviHHJiacb nMmuMH rojiocaMH, pa3- 
Aa^HCb csepJiHiuHe 3ByKH KOCTHHbix AyAOK, rjiyxne yAapw 
b 6apa6aH. 3aBH3a;iHCb cnopbi h noxBajib^a noABHraMH. 

TorAa CKonacMC Benen HHKOAeMy bmhth Ha cepeAH- 
Hy. Hhkoacm jKAa^ 3Toro h c acapoM craji paccKa3biBaTb 
bomcahm HaiuecTBHH u,ap$i uapefi. Oh pacaca3an o bcjihkom 
HHoae BoficKa, kohch h kojicchhu, oriHC&n HecneTHoe kojih- 
MecTBo ocviob, 6wkob h MyjiOB, ho KorAa ynoMjwyji npo moct 
TaKofi ajihhhwh, hto c OAHoro ero KOHua eABa mo>kho pa3- 
^HHHTb ne^oBeKa, CToamero Ha ApyroM, cpeAH BoacAeii Ha- 
waii ch cMex. 

CKonacHC HaxMypHJicji. 

rioAHHMH cbok) pyKy, — CKa3a^ OH HHKOAeMy, 

nycrb bhaht Bee, hto tw 6wji Ha uapCKOM cyAe h Bbuep>Kaji 
HcnbiTaHHe orHeM h 3Kejie30M. 

Hhkoacm noBeAcU, hto Apyron TaKofi ace A^HHHbiH 
moct nepeBe3eH Ha Kopa6;i5ix nepe3 Mope h nocrraaneH Ha 
McTpe. Hepe3 Hero bohcko ^apHH BTOprHeTca b cKHc})CKyio 

CMex ycHJinncji. Oco6eHHo CMeflJica BoacAb TpacnHes, 
caMbiw 3aH0CHHBbiH h HenoMTHTe^bHbiH b o6pameHHH c ua- 
peM. Oh pa3Ba^H^ca Ha BOJiHben ujKype, 3anpoKHHyB jihuo 
b bohjiohhwh Kyno;i na^aTKH, 6opoAa ero npbirajia ot CMe- 
xa. TorAa CKonacnc, GjieAHbifi, noAHa-rica h npeJKAe neM 
roCTH onoMHH^HCb — Konbe ero, CAejiaB 6oJibuiyio Ayry 

nOA CBOAOM, C XpyCTOM BOH3H^OCb b rpyAb TpacnHK). JIioah 

bckohhjih, xBaTaHCb 3a opyacHe, a b na-naTKy BBamnacb 
mnna bohhob uapji. C MHHyTy see ctohjih, KaK 6apcw nepeA 
npw>KKOM, nma nna3aMH npOTHBHHKa h ocKa/iHB 3y6bi. 

OnOMHHBUJHCb, CKOnaCHC BOCKJIHKHyji: 

Oh 3an;iaTH;i 3a cboio Aep30CTb, a bw nnpyHTe h He 
Mca^eHTe 06 stoh co(5aKe. 

Oh Be^e^ npHHecrrH KpaTepy, pacnHcaHHyio nepHbiM 
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jianoM, 3aee3eHHyio b Ckh$hio, MoaceT 6biTb, caMHM Hhko- 
AeMOM, h npHKa3&n HanoJiHHTb H3 Hee cboh Ky6oK. 

Bot a noAHHMaio Haujy c 3aMOpCKHM bhhom. Kto 

AyMaeT OAHHaKOBO CO MHOM H He TaHT Ha MCHfl 3^a OTO- 

nbeT H3 Hee. 

Orxjie6*HyB AyuiHCToro, 3axBaTbiBaiomero Ayx BHHa, 
oh nycTHJi Maiuy b KpyroByio. Ho oahh H3 npne3>KHx bo>k- 
Aefi nonepxHy^ca. 3a hhm Apyroft. KpacHbifl ot rHeBa uapb 

06paTHJICH K BOHHaM: 

Bbl BHAHTe MX ABOeAyUJHe? C CepAUaMH, FlOJIHblMH 

nepHbix 3aMbiciOB t ohh nbiTaiOTCH nHTb H3 HauJH Apy»(6bi! 

BoHHbi 3aKpH4anH } 3aMaxa/iH opy>KneM. HHKOAeMa 

rpyoo TO^KHyjiH Tan, hto oh oivieTeji k HoraM uapu h, nOA- 

HJIBUIHCb, yBHAeJI CnHHbl JIIOAefl, KOJIbUOM OKpyJKaBUIHX Cko- 

nacHca. B maTpe croflJi boA, Ji«3r «cene3a, TpecK jioMaio- 

mHXCfl KOnHH. Tocth OKa3ajlHCb npHHCaTblMH k crreHe. Mx 

6*ecnomaAHO h36hb&kh. A b nanaTKy BcUihjih HOBbie Tannw. 

Bomcah Kapa6Ka^HCb no AepeBHHHbiM pe6paM ocToea 

noA caMbifi Kyno^ h naAcUiH OTryAa, Kan nepene^a, npOH- 

3eHHbie crpejiaMH. JXpyme pa3pe3a/iH BonjioMHbie creHbi, 
nbiTaacb BbicKOHHTb Hapy>Ky, ho TaM hx no6HBanH KaMeH- 
HbiMH nariHuaMH. K Ciconacwcy HeaiHCb KJWTBeHHbie yBe- 
peHHH, o6eiuaHH5i 6oraToro BbiKyna, npocrHpa/iHCb pyKH, 
yMO/ijiBiiiHe o nomaAe. 

C OCTaHOBHBUJHMCfl B30pOM, HHHero He noHHMaa, Hh- 

KOAeM uiaTajic$i, KaK nbHHbifi. Oh 3acTbiJi b y;KacHOM CHe, a 
KorAa OHHyjicji, n&naTKa nycrena. OncpbiJiHCb 3a6pbi3raH- 
Hbie KpOBbio creHbi, HCTBa, CMewaBiiiHecH c M03raMH, nojiy- 
OTpy6jieHHbie rojiOBbi, -ropnamHe H3 pe6ep Konba. Rsa pw- 
mhx CKH^a xo6hbsuih paHeHbix. 

He ycne/iH ytfHTbix npHBji3aTb k kohckhm XBOcraM h 
BbiBo/ioHb b crenb, KaK npHiujia Becrb, mto Ha Harp npH- 

6bUI0 CTOJIbKO BparOB, CKOJIbKO CKH(j)CKHH yM He B CHJiaX 
COCHHTaTb. 
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Ilepcbi boo >KH3Hb BoeeanH b crpaHax c TBepAofi non- 
Bofl. Crynaa no mo me hum AOporaM BaBHJioHa, no KaMeHH- 
CTbiM yme^b^M KaBKa3a h TaBpa, no 3aTBepAeBiiiHM necKaM 

CHpHH. OHH npHBblKJIH OlblUJaTb ApOHtaHHe 3eMJIH OT CBoefi 

nocTynH. B crenflx hx TonoT nonnom&ncfl TpaBofi h Mjir- 

KHM, KaK ^0>Ke, TpyHTOM. Ko^eCHHUbl MyTb B03BbIllJaJIHCb 

HaA ^acKaBiuHMHCji ro^OBKaMH cre6,nefi ; 6pOH30Bbie ko- 
.neca, Bpe3biBaacb b noMBy, He H3AaB&nH HHMero, KpoMe 
CKpnna. 

XUpHll XMypHJICfl. 0C06eHH0 HeBblHOCHM 6blJI bha ko- 

Hefi, KorAa-TO pBaBiuHxca H3 ynpaacH, a Tenepb yMHpOTBO- 
peHHO uieAuiHX no 6pioxo b u,BeTax. Oh sejien BbiTjmyTb 
bohcko b KO^OHHy. BnepeAH noiiuiH KOHHHU.a H Bep6jnoAW, 
a no npHMHTOH hmh TpaBe ABHHyjwcb KOJiecHHUbi, ocraBJiHH 
3a coGoro mwiocy B3pwT0H 3eM^H. Fleuiee bohcko mcchjio 
ee, pacranTbiBajio b nyx, oopam&no b nujib, noAHHMajio b 
B03Ayx h oKyrbiBajiocb TflMcenbiM ammhmm o6jiaKOM. Cothh 
TbiCAM Hor BbiTanTbiBajiH h Bbi6*HB&nH >KHpHyio 3eMjno ao 
Tex nop, nona noA Heio He oTKpbijiHCb 6ypwe necKH. 3aAHHe 
no;iKH iiijih no necKy. Oh BbipbiB&nca b crenb npH Ka>KAOM 
AyHOBeHHH, 3acbina5i HeHaBHCTHbie TpaBbi. ApaBHficKaa ny- 
ctwhh BcraBajia H3-noA ckhc^ckopo nepH03eMa. 

3to nepsaa 6opo3Aa, npoBeAeHHaa njiyroM TBoero 
MorymecrBa, — CKa3a^ uapio ApnapaMH. — Cnopo bch 
CKH(j)Hfl 6yAeT BcnaxaHa h TaM, rAe tw npoHAeuib, He bw- 
pacTeT hh OAHa GujiHHKa. 

Ho no6eAHB TpaBy, ^apHH He BepHy;i BejiHWHH CBoeMy 
BOMCKy. CnpaBa h cneaa noAcreperann crenHwe npocrpaH- 
crBa, Aeorrb khtob 3axoAHJiH c Kpaa He6ec, cooHpaacb no- 

102 



KpaTb Bce^eHHyio, a c Apyroro Kpafl, 6ejiee neHbi f iioahh- 
ManHCb uuieMbi HecMeTHoro BOHHCTBa. Oho Bcra^o ropHofl 
rpMOH, oxBaTHBiuen Becb boctok. Unburn chhhc rvibidbi, Be- 
^hmmhoh c OjiHMn. >Kpeu Jlpayca, MOjma^HBbifi HHAyc, 6bin 
B3Bo;iHOBaH Bceivi coBepwaBujHMCH HaA ro^oBaMH. JXapuvi 
npHKa3an eMy BHHMaTejibHo oneAHTb 3a ckh(|)ckhm He6oM. 
Hanop ryn, uieAUiHx c HenpeoAOJiHMOH Mombio, 6mji HenpH»- 
TeH uapio. 

Ho oco6eHHyK) TpeBory HcnbiTbisaji oh b Te ahh, KorAa 
He6o 6i>ijio MHCTbiM h TOJibKO Ha caMOM ropH30HTe crosuia 
Ma^eHbKaa Kpyrvian TOHKa. OHa BcerAa B03HHKafia Ha oahom 
Mecre, tohho ee CTaBHjiH A-nfl Ha6jnoAeHHH 3a ^apHeiw. 

OAHaKAU, nocne 3axoAa aviHua, TaM, rAe OHa crojuia, 
BcnuxHyji CBeT, KaK ot 3a>K>KeHHoro Kocrpa. Kpafi He6a 
rycTO 3ajiH/io KpoBbio. 

Ecjih 6bi 3a>KeMb BaBH/iOH, — roBopH;iH jiioah, 
to h TorAa 3apeBo 6buio 6b\ MeHbiue. 

MHAycw monoTOM nepeAaBa^H, mto ropjrr >KHJiwma 
6oroB. HeHaBHAeBiiJHe JJapHH h ero noxoA crrajiH ceHTb ciwy- 
Ty, 3anyrHBaTb TpyoiHBbix, yeepHTb, 6yATO Ha bohcko 
HaABHraeTCH Kapa, HHcnocnaHHaa 3a Aep3Koe HaMepeHHe 
uapa AocTHrHyTb Kpaa BcejieHHOH. 

KorAa 3apeB0 pa3pooiocb ao ywacatoiuHx pa3MepoB, 
noKa3a^ca KycoK pacKa^eHHoro >fte;ie3a. Oh npHHjui c{)opMy 
AHCKa, MeA^ieHHo BbrrajiKHBaeMoro CHH3y. rpOMaAHbifi, 

KpOBbK) HaJIHTblH Uiap OTAeJIHJlCfl OT 3CMJIH H nOAHHJICfl B 

B03Ayx. TorAa b HacTynHBiueH thihhhc pa3Aa^ocb neHHe, 
conpoBoa<AaeMoe 3ByKaMH CHcrpa h 6apa6aHa. 

flyxy! flyxy! — KpHna^w erHrmme. MHAycw TO^ce 
y3Ha;iH CoMMy. Bee, noKJioHflBiunecji jiyHe, cnaBHJiH ee 
bocxoa. 

KorAa necHoneHHH pa3Aa^HCb Ha MHOMcecrBe a3btKOB, 
flapHfi npHKa3&n 3anpeTHTb mojic6ctbh3. BeerHHKH nocica- 
k&jih no Bceiwy Jiarepio h ot hhx y3HajiH, hto 3Ta jiyHa He 
Ta, KOTopaa bocxoaht b riepcHnojie, cbctht b CaHce h 03a- 
pjieT CapAbi, a Apyraa, CKH^CKan JiyHa, Bpa>KAe6*Ha5i uapio 
h ero HapoAaM. 
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Mo/ioaoh ckh(}) uien, npHKOBaHHbift ajihhhoh uenbio k 
Ko^ecHHue. Ha HOMb ee craBHJiH noAJie 3Be3AHoro uiaTpa 
AToccbi m u.apHu,a t Boponancb Ha 6eccoHHOM Jioace, cjibima- 
jia ;w3r okob cBoero rweHHHKa, omymana ero npHcyTCTBHe, 
Kan 6^H30CTb jibBa hah JieonapAa. rioAxoAHTb k HeMy <5o»- 
jiHCb. Oh hhhkom Horn Hyrb He y6nn KapJiHKa, npH6jiH3HB- 
uieMycfl BOHHy BbiApa* 6opoAy m CBepHy^ jihu,o Ha cropoHy. 
He npHTparHB&nca k nwme h, KorAa ee craBHJiH iio6jih3octh, 
OT6pacwBaii nponb. >KAaJiH, mto yMper c rojioAy. 

ATocca npHrpo3H^a nporHaTb 3o6a3a, ecnn co ckh- 
4)om npoH3ofiAeT HeAo6poe. 

Jlyniiie 6w re6e, Be^HKaa uapnua, AaTb MHe Ha boc- 
nHTaHwe cBHpenyio 3Meio, MeM 3to nopoMCACHHe ApHMaHa. 
CKOpo pa6 tboh coBceM jiHiiiHTca paccyAKa nepe3 sto ny- 
AOBHiue, — BonHJi 3o6a3, npocrepiUHCb y ee Hor. 

Ho 0AHa>KAbi ckh(|) oiOMaji iwieTKy c cj>a3aHaMH h, 
cxBaTHB rmmy, no>Kpan ee, pa3opBaB Ha nacTH. KorAa 06 
3tom CKa3ajiH 3o6a3y, oh B&ieji craBHTb KJieTKy c AHMbio 
B03^e ruieHHHKa. FIotom, bmccto Hee, $iBH.nacb Te^era co 
CHeAbio, iuiotho yKpbiTaa h 3aBfl3aHHaa peMHjiMH. Bbi6paB 

MHHyTy, CKH(J) pa3pblBaJ! peMHH, OTTflPHBaJI T3>KeJIbie BO- 

jioBbH komch h noxHmaji c B03a KycKH BjuieHoro M»ca. 

)Kejie3Hoe KOJibuo HaTepjio eiwy meio ao KpoBH. ATocca 
Bejie^a CHjiTb uenb h npHcraBH^a k iuieHHHicy nflTepbix boh- 
hob. Hq ckhcJ) He nbiTa^ca 6e>KaTb, oh TaKMce noKopHO uia- 
raji 3a KOJiecHHuefi, KaK 6yAT0 npoAo;i>Kavi ocraBaTbca npH- 

KOBaHHblM K HeH. 

Tan iujih ahh 3a a«hmh. FlepCbi yrjiy6jifumcb b crenb. 

CHanana Tjmyjiacb HepoBHaa MecrHocrb, nyBCTBOBa- 
jiacb 6^H30CTb rioHTa no aojictcbiuhm crpysiM cojienoro 
BeTpa h 6e^biM qaHKaM. IIotom nomjia njiocicafl Heo6o3pH- 
Maa r^aAb. OncpbiBajiacb noAJiHHHafl Ckh^hh c ApeMOTHbiM 
Ko^bixaHHeM TpaB, KyjKHcaHHeM ujMejieH, KpnKaMH Kopo- 
crenfl, craAaMH 3y6poB, cafiraKOB h Ka6aHOB, c TyMHbiMH 
Apo(J)aMH h c cepe6p$iHbiMH Tpy6aMH jie6eAew b penHbix 3a- 
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boahx. B cTenax Croatia 3HOHHaa BecHa: 3ause^ KOBbuib, 
>Kepe6HJiHCb AHKHe Ko6biJiHUbi h, npeABOAHTe^bCTByeMbie 
Bo^KaKaMH, noBe^H Hcepeo*5iT Ha 3aBeTHbie nacTtfHiua. Mho- 

TAa, COBCeM 6JIH3KO, H3 BblCOKOH TpaBbi noAHHiwa^acb 3a- 

AopHaa MopAa CTeimoro kohh. 

ATOCca mjia b caMofi ryme neiuero BoficKa, b luiydax 
nwjiH, b noTHwx McnapeHMHx. Ecwibiuyio wacrb nyTM chac- 
jia b 3aKpwTbix HOCH^Kax, nponMTaHHbix 6jiaroBOHH»MH. Ho 
OHa xoTevia BHAeTb crenb h noTpe6oBajia, htoSu eft no- 
3bojihjih hath b nepeAOBofi JiHHHH. K yAHBJieHHio 3o6a3a, 
npeACTaBiuero nepeA u,apeM c stow npocbdon, £apHH He 

CTZUl npOTHBHTbCH. FIpH HMeHH ATOCCbl OH HCnblTblBaJI Te- 

nepb rjiy6oKyvy ropenb h peAKO noceman ee. HenpOHMuae- 
Moe jihuo, B3r^jiA, nojiHbiH 3aTaeHHbix HytftAbix Mbicneft — 
bot, mto ocrajiocb ot npexcHeft uapnubi — ero baoxhobh- 
Te^bHHUbi. .HapHH paccKa3biBan ew, KaK CKH<f>bi AeHb h H04b 
6eryT nepeA hhm, He cMea onnHHyTbCfl h nocMOTpeTb Ha 
CTajibHyio nopooib MeneE h koiihh, 3aMeHHBuiHx TpaBy b 
hx crensx, KaK oh HacTHrHeT hx y rnnaHHca hjih y Bopnc- 
4)eHa, HcrpedHT bohhob h noBeAeT 3aK0BaHHbix men h Ae- 
TeH b padcTBo. Oh He ocraHOBHTCH nocne 3Toro, ho nofiAeT 
b 3araAOHHbie seMJiH rejiOHOB, OAHor\na3bix ApHMacnoB, 
AOHAeT ao caMbix rpH(J)<j)OHOB, oxpaHflioiimx 30JIOTO, h no- 
ceTHT 3eMJiH cnacT^HBbix rHnep6opeeB. FIotom oh AocTHr- 
HeT Kpaa 3eivuiH. 

ATOCca CJiado yjibidajiacb. Uapb ockop6jihjich, cep- 
ahjicb h yxoAHJi HeAOBO^bHbiH. Bcio He>KHOCTb oh craji h3^h- 
BaTb Ha CaHAaHy — nepHyio Ko6*biJiHuy c 6e;ibiM JiyneM bo 
Ji6y. B Heft He 6buio HHnero ot npocrbix kohch, noABep>KeH- 
Hbix pao*CKOMy yAe^y HanparaTb Mbiiuubi h ycraBaTb. OHa 
He xpanena npH caMon 6emeH0H CKanKe, JierKoe AbixaHHe 
eABa yjiaB^HBanocb yxoM, a Ha pobhom tomchom Tene He 
BbiAasa^ca hh oahh MycKyji. CaMbie CHJibHbie ee abhjkchhh 
6ujih JierKH, KaK ruwieT nafiKH. 

CTpaHHoe nyBCTBo McnbiTbiBa/i uapb, cnbiiiia boctop- 
>KeHHoe pacaHHe h BCTpenaacb c no^HbiM o6o>KaHH5i B3iviH- 
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aom. Tpener ee orHji 3arjxyuian y Hero TpeBory, Bbi3BaHHyio 
HenoH«THbiM HeayroM Atoccw. 

KorAa eMy nepeAa^H npocb6y uapHuu, oh He Bbipa3HJi 
hh yAHB^eHHH, hh rHeBa. BeA&i cAeJiaTb, Kan 0Ha xoMer. 

Ill 

ATOcca 3Hana Bee HaoiaacAeHHH, AocrynHbie juoj&m 
uapcKoro po^cAeHHji, — pocKouib jictb h oaoka, y6paH- 
ctbo nepToroB, ho HHKorAa He 3Ha;ia paAOcra croflTb no 
noac b TpaBe, nyBCTBOBaTb ce6a Bpocuien b Awrnyio 3eMJiK> 
h Ko^bixaTbCH, KaK 3th uBeTbi, no;iHbie cseTa h B03Ayxa. 
KorAa ee ABop 0HyrH.ncfl BnepeAH BOHCKa, nepeA me^ecTH- 
iuhm 3e^ieHbiM oKeaHOM, OHa cornea c hochjiok h Becb AeHb 
uj^a nepe3 TpaBUHbie 3apoaiH, ocunaeMaa nbuibuoH, 06- 
Be^HHaH bhhom h MeAOM. FlpoxoAH/ia nepe3 6ojibuiHe nbiui- 
Hbie uBeTbi, 3aTKaBuiHe oKpecrHocrb hpkhm kobpom. CpeAH 
3thx eBnaTpHAOB CTenn CKpoMHbiM acmocom Gejiejin Hanoji- 
HCHHbie cojiHuejvi KpOKycbi, pacnycKanncb 30hthkh pOMa- 
meK, 3Be3AaMH cseTHJiHCb (^hcUikh. Ho My3biKy 3anaxoB 
co3AaBanH He ohh, to 6b\m cobccm He3aMeTHwe ubcthkh, 
npHTaHBiunecH b ryme 3eJieHH. Oco6eHHyio CTpyio Hcnycica- 
jia MSuieubKan TpaBKa c chhhmh oroHbKaMH, c pe3KHM ropb- 
KosaTbiM apoMaTOM, ao Toro 6oap»iahm, hto ATOCce Ka3a- 
Jiocb, 6yAT0 ao 3thx nop OHa He 3Hajia hcthhhoh cbokccth. 
riopoH OHa jiOKHjiacb b TpaBy h CMOTpe^a, KaK KanaiOTCSi 
HaA Heio cretfjiH h bchhhkh, 6e33a6oTHbie, He 3HaiomHe 
npnoViHJKeHHH jhotoh CMepTH noA KonbiTaMH nojmHm ^a- 
pHa. Ohh uierrra^H npo paAOCTb 6e3AyMHoro 6biTH*, npo 
cyMpaK cbohx 3apocneH, rAe >KHByT c 30^otmm otjihbom 

JKyMKH H Ky3HeHHKH, XOAHT ApeBHHMH HyAOBHlUaMH ApO(J)bI, 

noAcreperaeMbie BojiKaMH, cbhctht cyciHKH, BbiOT rHe3Aa 

crenHbie opjibi h rAe BceM xe^oM omymae-rcH MaTepHHCKaa 

6jiH3ocrb 3ejvuiH. M eme menTanH o hcm-to TaKOM, ot Mero 

ATOcca 3aMHpa^a, faeAHe^a h HcnojiHjuiacb cjiaAKoro o>kh- 
AaHHfl. 

OHa 3aMeHHJia cboh GojibuiHe, KaK ABopeu, hochjikh 



jierKHMH, y6paHHbiMH nynKaMH He6pe U a h lOMiuaH*. JIe*ca 
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B HHX, MOtfCHO 6blJlO AOCTaBaTb IXWIOBKH nHOHOB H CpblBaTb 

poMauiKH. B no.nypa3ABHHyTbie 3aHaBecKH Hecno TeruioM, 
HBeraAiH, npocTOpOM nojieH. OAHaiKAbi hoch-hkh iiijih MeA- 
jichho, odroHHeMbie to KOJiecHHuaMH, Be3uiHMH HapjiAHbie 
KJieTKH c naBjiHHaMH m o6e3bHHaMH, to pockouiho ydpaH- 
HbiM Bep6jiK>AOM, KOJibixaBuiHM Ha ropCy Jiapubi c Aparo- 

UeHHOCTflMH UapHUbl. Il0Ka3a^HCb BOHHbl, COnpOBOJKAaB- 

iiiHe ruieHHwca. y uapnubi 3axBaTHJio Ayx. KaK b MMHyTy 
CMepTejibHofl onacHOCTH 3apomiHCb necrpwe mwcjih h hh 
OAHa He dbijia npHBeAeHa b HcnojiHeHHe. Hh OTBepHyTb jih- 
ua, hh 3aAepHyTb 3aHaBecny He ycnejia. Ckh(J) noKa3&nc$i. 

Tohho 3aBopoKeHHaa 3MeHHbiM b3ivi5iaom, nwA&na 
OHa b ToneHoe, KaK H3 KaMH#, jihuo h cHOBa, KaK b nepBbin 
pa3, He BHAejia HHnero, KpoMe 6e3AOHHbix nna3 h yjibi6KH 
3araAOHHOH, ho TaKOH 3HaK0Mon h TaflHO 6jih3koh. HyTb 
jKHBaa ynana Ha noAyuiKH h KorAa npHiiuia b ce6*fl, npo- 
uienT&na: 

— 3to oh! 

IV 

B BoflcKe onjiTb 3aroBopHjiH o TaatenoM HeAyre ua- 

pHU,bI. 

OHa Macro ocraHaBjiHBa^a hoowikh, npeKpaiu&na Kpy- 
tom ABHKeHHe h cnpauiHBajia paCbiHb h bohhob — cjibiiuaT 
;ih ohh hto HHdyAb? Eh roBOpHJiH npo CKpnn KO^ec, nmr 
opyacwfl, KOHCKoe pacaHbe, ho OHa HeTepneJiHBo noBTOpfl-na: 
«HeT! HeT!» — h yKa3biBa;ia b crenHbie a^h- J1k>ah Ha- 
npsra^H onyx, ho b crenH ctohjio 6e3Mo;iBHe. TorAa uapn- 
ua, THeBHaa yAa^H^acb b hoouikh. B ymax y Hee ctohji ry-n 
nacf)occKoro xpaMa. 

Ahthjiha o6T>5iCHflji Bee 6opb6oH orHH h boam. Boaw 
He BCTpeMajiw y>Ke HeTBepTbifi AeHb. C Tex nop, KaK nepe- 
uijih Mcrp, OHa CAeji&nacb rviaBHOH 3a6oTOH BoeHanafibHH- 
kob. Ecvih nepBoe BpeMji nonaAaviHCb oojioTa h pynefiKH, to 
neivi Aa^biiie, TeM 6e3BOAHee craHOBHJiacb crenb. BoAy cra- 
jih 3anacaTb h Be3TH Ha AaJieKHe paccTojiHHa. Ka>KAbiw 
BcaAHHK ex&n c AByMa nepeKHHyTbiMH nepe3 ceAJio 6apaHbH- 
mh MexaMH. 
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ApaBMficKHe kohh, B03pocuiHe b nycTbiHe, jierKO nepe- 
hochjim >Ka«cAy. ToMte h erMnercKHe. Ho H3HeaceHHbie coh- 
hhmh jiyraMH h o6*HJibHbiMH BOAonoHMH kohh A3hh, Mecco- 
noraMHM, HpaHa — xpmvio Abiui&nH, kojtchh hx HanHHa^H 
ApoacaTb. 

ATOCca He crpaAa^a ot Hta>KAbi; b ee o6o3e 6i>ijih 6ojib- 
uiHe r^HHAHbie aM(|)opbi c boaoh H3 3a6a. Ho AHTHJiHAy Ka- 
3ajiocb, hto 3Ta BOAa yTpaTH^a cboh CBOHCTBa h He cno- 
co6Ha noAAep>KHBaTb paBHOBecHe c naCTHuaMH orHH b Te^e 
Atoccw. TanbKo HHCTan cBeacaa BOAa mohcct BoccraHOBHTb 
npaBH^bHoe cooTHOiiieHHe svieMeHTOB. 

B BoficKe noaieAHHe Karuw boam hcchkjih AeHb TOMy 
Ha3aA- Kohh h jhoah umih c nepecoxuiHMH moTKaMH. ,He- 
jia^H i\ny6*OKHe 3ae3Abi b ctopohh b noHCKax BOAonoa, ho 
HHHero, KpOMe 6ecKOHeMHoro BOJiHyiomeroca KOBbura, He 
BCTpena^H. To;ibKO k nojiyAHK) 3aivieTHJiH TeMHoe iotho, KaK 
TeHb ot ooViaKa. nocjiaHHbie BepHy;iHCb c Becrbio: BOAa. 

Ahthjiha Hacrojwi, hto6m ATOCca nepBaa Hcnnjia cse- 
jKefi B^arH h HCKyna^acb b Heft. Oh OTnpaBHJi ee b conpo- 
BOMCAeHHH ermroiH k TOMy Mecrry, rAe paccrHJia^acb orpoM- 
Haji TeHb. To 6buia ^oui,HHa, nopocuiaji ojibxofi, opeuiHHKOM, 
jio3hhkom. TyAa Be^a 3MeHCTa« Tpona, npOTOfrraHHaji 
Ka6aHaMH h ahkhmh jiomaAfeMH. CnycTHBuiHCb no Heft, 
ATocca onyTHJiacb nepeA xpycra^bHbiM 03epoM, AbiiuaBuiHM 
TaKofl cBe>KecTbK), mto eft 3axoTejiocb pa36HTb uiaTep h 

npO^HTb 3AeCb BCK) >KH3Hb. 

JIotoc! JIotoc! 

ErHirnme mojihtbchho ycraBHJiHCb Ha KyBiiiHHKH. 
Cxoactbo c HH^bCKHMH 3apocn»MH npHAaBsum TaKMce BH- 
ceBUJHe Ha TpocTHHKax rHe3Aa nmyymtK. 

ATocca He cr&na KynaTbca. Ee Hcnyrano MOXHaToe 

TeMHOe AHO C H3BHBaK>mHMHCH 3MCJIMH KOpHefi H UieBe^fl- 

iu,hmhch naynbHMH jianaMH. Ctea BbinHJia hhctoh, KaK Crte3a, 
BOAbi h cneAHJia 3a xopoboaom pw6. MeacAy TeM, bohcko 
TO^nn^ocb b o>KHAaHHH, KorAa uapHua kohhht o6pHA. JIo- 
mHHy 0Kpy>KH^H, KaK BpaacecKyio Kpenocrb, h KorAa ATocca 
co cbhtoh noKHHy^a ee, KOHHHua cra^a cnycKaTbca k boac, 

108 



noB&/iHB KycTbi, o6py6aa bctkh AepesbeB, onpoKHAMBaa ca- 
Mbie AepeBba. GneAOM TecHHjmcb BepoaioAbi h kojicchhum. 
3e^ieHb 0Ka3a/iacb pacToirraHHOH, BAaBJieHHofi b 3eMJiK). HaA 

OrOJieHHOfi AOIUHHOK) C KpHKOM 3aKpy>KH^HCb HbipKH, TOrO- 

JIH, BOAHHbie ^aCTOHKH H KaKHe-TO HTHUbl, noxo>KHe Ha 

h6mcob. JlomaAM 3a6HpajiHCb b BOAy no 6pioxo h, HanwB- 
uiHCb, TyT ate HCnpaacHHJiHCb. Bepera npeBpaTRrcncb b jkma- 

KOe MeCHBO. riHJIH KOHH, JIIOAH, HanOJIHAJIHCb BOAOH TflJKeJIbie 

6ypAK)KH. Ka^KAyio MHHyTy npnGbiBajiH HOBbie BOMCKa h 
HannpanH Ha nepeAHHx, He AaBaa otohth ot 6epera. Kto 
naA^Ji, cpa3y me BTanTbiBajica b 3eM;no, ot Hero ocTaBa- 
jiacb KpoBasaH cjiH3b. Kohh, cra/iKHBaflCb MopAofi k MopAe, 

KyCaJIHCb H KpHH&KH TeM CTpaillHblM KOHCKHM KpHKOM, OT 

KOToporo KpOBb crbijia b >KHJiax. KorAa noAOiujin cnoHbi, 
O3epo OKa3anocb oKpymeHHbiM HenpOHHuaeMow TOJiiuefi 
KOHHHUbi. Ot hhx, KaK ot 6ojibiuoro KopaoVia, b o6e cto- 

pOHbl nOUJJIH BOJIHbl a^bkh H 3aMemaTejibCTBa. 

3aMeTHB onacHOCTb, npHd^HmeHHbie uapa c 6paHbio 
HaKHHy^HCb Ha bohcko, crapajicb OTorHaTb ot 03epa. 
ApnapaMH 3apy6Hji HecKonbKo ne^oBeK. Ho kohhhkh, y ko- 
Topbix ot »ca>KAbi 3BeHeno b ymax h npbirariH KpacHbie 
$i3biKH nepeA rviaaaMH, He onbiiuajiH yrp03; ohh 6bum bo 
CHe h He npo6y>KAajiHCb, KorAa omymajiH noA KonbiTaMH 
CBoero kohh HanoBenbio hjih KOHCKyio Tymy. 

TorAa ApnapaMH craji co^HpaTb Tex, hto ycnejw Ha- 

HHTbCH H BbldpaTbCJI H3 ahbkh. OAe>KAa Ha HHX Bnce^a 

K^OMbHMH, Ha JIHUaX KpOBb H CJiejlM yAapoB. M3 HHX 

cneiiiHJiH co3AaTb 3ac^noH ot nexoTbi. EABa AepmaBiuaflCfl 
Ha Horax, OHa noAXOAHJia rycrbiMH MaccaMH. Ee 3acraBH^H 
pacno^oMCHTbca Ha Honker. Ho c paccseTOM jiioah y3Ha;iH, 

HTO OT HHX 3arOpa>KHBaK)T BOAy. OHH nOTpflCJIH CTenb KpH- 
KOM h ABHHyjiHCb Ha BcaAHHKOB. HcnyraHHbie caTpanw cra- 
pajiHCb Tenepb OTB^enb uapa ot topo, hto npOHCxoAH.no b 
jiomHHe. Uapa BecejiHJiH pa3roBopaMH h HHKoro He ao- 
nycKa^H k HeMy H3BHe. Ha Bonpoc Aapna o npHHHHe myiwa, 
ApnapaMH cnoKOHHo oTBenwi: 

Haui^H o3epo h 3anacaioTCfl boaoh. 
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CaM oh 3Han, hto nemee bohcko opyatHeM npojiojKHJio 
nyTb k 6epery h Tenepb TaM uapcTByeT xaoc. 

Becb aeHb h boo HOHb HaA crenbio ctosji ujyM, KaK 
b 6eperoBbix nemepax bo BpeMH npH6oa. 

YTpOM Hanop BOHCK yCM^H^C«. IlpH6^M>Ka^HCb 0603M. 

ApwapaMH cneujHo ompaBjiji^ HanHBuiHxca h HanoHBiiiHX 
KOHefi. Oh yroBopHfl JXapun ABHHyTbca b nyTb h crapajica 
ompaBHTb cjigaom ATOccy co cbohm abopom. Ho uapMua 
He noJKe^a^a. B 3aKpbiTbix HOCH^Kax, 6jieAHa% f c npeo6pa- 
>KeHHbiM jihuom OHa cjiyma^a ryji, hccujhhc$i H3 jioiumhu, h, 
Kor^a oh Ha TpeTHH AeHb 3aTHx, 3axoTe^a ompaBHTbca k 
03epy. riouijia, He B3npaa Ha Mo;ib6bi 3o6a3a, ynaBiuero 
nepeA Heio Ha Ko^eHH. Kor^a noAOiiuiH coBceiu 6jih3ko, pa- 
6biHH, conpoBOKAaBujHe ee, noBamnncb Ha 3eMJiK>, 3aKpws 
^wua n/iamaMH. JIomHHa rvi5iHy;ia nacrbio rHoameficji paHbi, 
yceaHHaa TbicjmaMH pacronTaHHbix jiioAeH h kohckhx Tyiu. 
Ha ;innKOM AHe BbinHToro 03epa, rAe Tpynbi rpOM03AH;iHCi> 
ropaMH, CToyuia Jiywa. 06*o3Hbie ocjiw h boau AonwB&riH 

CMeCb H3 TpH3H, KpOBH H HaB03HOH JKHHCH. 
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FlepexoAa Mcrp, nepcu paccHHTbisa^w BCTpeTHTb He- 
cMeTHbie noJiHHiua ckhc})Ob. Ho iiijih ahh, bohcko yr.ny6.nH- 
jiocb b CTenb Ha cothh (})apcaHroB, a Bpara He 6bi.no. Ba- 

CMJIbKH, 4>HaJIKH, UHKOpHH 3aAyMHHBO KHBa^H rOJIOBKaMH, 

c})aKejiaMH nujiaji nepTonojiox, chhhmh 3Be3AOHKaMH Mepuaji 
nbipew, nax-nw 3apocnH mhtu h 3MewHoro .nyKa. KpyroM 
ctohjio TaKoe uBeTeHbe h me6eTaHbe, hto bohhu Hana/iH 

3a6bIBaTb O 6HTBaX H npOJIHTHH KpOBH. 

AapHH MpaHHe.fi h Ka>KAbiH pa3 cnpauiHBa;i, KorAa ace 
6yAyT HacTHPHyTbi cKHqbbi? «fl npHiueji cpa^aTbCH, a He 
ryjiHTb no (rrenflM». CaTpanu h napaHOCbi iiijih xiwypbie, c 
03a6oHeHHWMH jiHuaMH, crapaacb peace nonaAaTbca ewy 
Ha rjia3a. Kto-to nocoBeTOBaji no3BaTb AreJiaa. rop6a- 
tom rpeKe, npwBeAeHHOM k uapio THCTHaeM, BejibMoacH 
ycne-nw 3a6biTb h Tenepb CHOBa HcnbrrajiH pa3ApaaceHHe npn 
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BHAe cyxoHbicofi ipurypbi ypoAa. Thcb hx ycHJiwicg, KorAa 
rpeK Ha nocraBjieHHbiH Bonpoc OTBeran: 

Ckm(J)ob Bbl yBHAHTe He CKopo, ho crpejibi HX 
y3HaeTe paHbuie. 

Ha Apyrofl ace AeHb crano H3BecrHO, mto b rjiy6*OKOM 
TbiJiy, b AByx ahhx nyTH ot nepeAOBoro oTpHAa, b cyMepKH 
y6HTO MHoro neuinx bohhob HeH3BecrHbiM BparoM. IIotom. 
npniujio H3BecTHe o HanaAeHHH Ha amiapOAOB. Ohh OKa3a- 
jiHCb HanoJioBHHy HcrpetfjieHHbiMH, a Apyraa nojioBHHa 6e- 
yKSuia b crenb h paccea^acb. Bpar nponan npeacAe, Meiw 
meAUiHe BnepeAH MapAHH ycnenn npHATH Ha noMomb sui- 
jiapoAaM. 

Cranii onacaTbCH 3a 0603. Oh cobccm oTcraji ot boh- 
CKa. /tomaTbie KO^eca noB030K TOHyjiH b pbixjioiw necKe. 
FIoB03Ka, KOTopyio paHbme Tjwyjia napa, — Tenepb Tpedo- 
Ba^a neTbipex h;ih iuecTH bojiob. rioB03KH pa3AejiHJiH Ha 
ABe nacTH h bo;iob, bccm CKonoM, 3acTaB;wjiH Be3TH CHanana 
OAHy hx nojiOBHHy, a noTOM BbinpnranH h B03Bpam,ajiHCb 3a 
Apyrofi. 

CKOTy He crajio xBaTaTb KopMa. TpaBa no o6e cropo- 
Hbi nyTH BbiTanTbiB&nacb uieAuiefi BnepeAH kohhhuch h, 
MTo6bi HaKopMHTb bojiob, HaAO 6biJio OTroHHTb hx AaneKO 
ot AoporH. Arejiaw BbicKa3aji Mbicnb, mto earn Bpar ao chx 
nop He yHHHTOJKHJi 0603a, to TO^bKO noTOMy, mto npiiHH- 
Maji ero, oViaroAapa MHoacecTBy MyjiOB h BepCviiOAOB, uieA- 
uihx b K/iy6ax nbuiH, 3a 6ojibuioe KOHHoe bohcko, Ha koto- 
poe He peinajiCH HanaAaTb. 

KorAa uapb co3Ban npH<5;iH>KeHHbix Ha cobct, Apna- 
paMH b npocTpaHHOH peMH AOKa3a;i Heo6xoAHMocrb ocrra- 
HOBHTb ABH>KeHHe, Aa6bi AaTb Bpeiwji o6o3y noAOHTH. Oh 
CMHT&n HyiKHbiM nocraBHTb ero noA oxpaHy neuinx h koh- 
HblX BOHCK h BnpeAb hath MeAJieHHee. 

Ero coKpyuiHJi cbohm KpacHopeMHeiw <I>apHacn. 

— He AyMaeuib jih, ApnapaMH, mto Haiueft iviaBHoft 



3a60T0H B 3T0H BOHHe 6yACT OXpaHa MeilJKOB C CbipblMH 
H CyXHMH <|)HHHKaMH? HjIH CKOpOCTb nOXOAa Mbl nocraBHM 
B 3aBHCHM0CTb OT CKOpOCTH BbiOMHOrO CKOTa? HeT, TpHiKAbI 
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Myap uapb, npHKa3aBuiHH HeycraHHO crpeMHTbCH BnepeA, 
k cepAUy Ckh^hh, oiuejioMHTb Bpara 6bicrpoTOH, He AaTb 

CTHHyTb BCeX CHJI. Pa3Be 3TO He 3HaHHT KOHHHTb BOHHy 

paHMiie, neM boshmkhct Heo6xoAHMOCTb nHTaTbca cyuie- 
HbiM mhcom? JXa. h nonaAo6HTCji jih oho, ecnH y Hac 6yAer 
BAOBo^b CBOKero? BeAt» cotfpaTWi 3Toro rop6aToro rpeKa 
TBepAH^H o HecMeTHbix ckh4>ckhx craAax. He TaK jih, 

rop6yH? 

0, rocnoAMH, — B3A0XHy;i Are^afi, — ecnH HaM 
npHAeTCH ecrb ckhcJjckhx 6apaH0B, to He paHbiue, neM 
cbeAHM peMHH Ha coGcTBeHHbix mHTax h caHAajiHHx. 

ByAb TbI npOIWIgT, KOCIVIflBblH BOpOH, 3apbIH£UI 

ApnapaMH. — OcMe^bca eme pa3 BbiCKa3aTb cBoe 3MeHHoe 
npoponecTBO h a CAe^aio TaK, hto rop6 tboh noAHHMeTC* 
Bbiuie TeMeHH! 

Arenas nporHann, ho oiosa ero 3apOAHJiH y uapji oro- 
HeK TpeBorn. Kan hh npOTHBeH 6bm bha rop6aT0ro rpena, 
oh, nocne AO-nrnx pa3AyMHH, Be^eji Tattoo no3saTb ero. M 
KorAa Are^atf ot Hero Bbiuueji, uapb npHKa3a^ ocraHOBHTb 
rcxnoBHbie OTpffAbi, noATjmyTb BOHCKa h 0603. Oh npHKa- 
3a;i TaK>Ke He ABHraTbca dojibiue kojiohhoh, ho o6pa30BaTb 

UIHpOKHH (J)p0HT. 

Oro! — BocicnHKHyji <I>apHacn. — 3Ta HOHHHCfcaa 
>Ka6a npbirHyjia HaM npSMO Ha meio! BeperHCb, ApnapaMH, 
noKpbiTbCH <5opoAaBKaMH h, noAo6HO napuiHBOMy 6opoBy, 
6biTb nporHaHHbiM c iviaa uapa! 



VI 

HeM AaJibiiie npoHHKa™ b rviy6b Ckhc})hh, tcm TpeBoac- 
Hee BiiHBaviHCb r;ia3aMH b 3araA0HHbiH okocm. 

Grpax noAAep>KHBa^cji oTcyTCTBHeM Bpara. Hhkto He 
3anoMHHJi TaKoro noxoAa, KorAa 6bi ABaAUaTb AHefi uijih 
no BpaMcecKOH 3eMJie, He BCTpenaH -hh OAHoro BOHHa, hh 
OAHoro noce^eHHfl. Tenepb nepcw iiijih iiihpokoh jiaBofi,. 
TaK, hto c OAHoro ee KOHu,a He bhaho Chuio Apyroro. Ohk 
coKpyuiaJin h BbiTanTbiBa^H crenb Ha npocrpaHCTBe mho- 
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rnx 4>apcaHroB, ocra&naH 3a co6oh nepHyto paBHHHy, Ha 
KOTopyio orpauiHO 6bino omHuyrbCx. 

Ky^a Mbi hacm? — cnpaiiiHBanH jiioah. 

FIo^KOBOAUw mojih&hh, Aejiaa bha, o*yATo He c/ibiiuaT 
ponoTa. CaM ZtapHH Ka>KAbw AeHb BCMaTpHBancsi b cren- 
Hyio Aa^b, crapaflCb 3aMeTHTb Bpara. OAHa ATOCca Bepiuia, 
hto bohcko HAeT Ha3HaneHHbiM nyTeM, hto Bee npoHexo- 
AHiuee ncvmo rjiy6oKoro cMbicjia. BepHJia noTOMy, hto efi 
epyneHa 6buia OAHa H3 TafiH Ckh<|>hh. 

OHa HHKoro He cnpaiimBajia npo ruieHHHKa, ho cBHTa 
no 3aBeAeHHOMy nopHAKy paccKa3biBavia o HeM KaxcAbift 
AeHb. Oh H3MeHiuicfl. Ot npeacHeft HeyKpoTHMOCTH ocra- 
jiHCb nopbiBHCTbie ABHHteHHH Aa 3syKH, noxoMCHe Ha hth- 
hhh KpHK. riHiuH 60/1 b we He oTBepr&n, He Ha6pacbiBcUiC3 Ha 
OKpy>Kaiouj,Hx h Aa>Ke jioxchjich no HOMaM Ha bohjiohhoc 
jioMce B03^e uiaTpa. ATOCca AaBHO noHana, hto b caMOM 
TeMHOM yrjiy AyuiH, 3a bccmh ee mucjkimh npHTaHJica 3tot 
rpaHHTHbifi o6pa3 c HenoHHTHOH yjibio*KOH. rioHajia, hto ca- 
MbiM CHJibHbiM K&naHHeM 6bij\o — BHAeTb ero. HecKo^b- 
ko pa3 nwTanacb 3to CAfcnaTb, ho KpoBb b yiuax HanHHajia 
iiiyMerb c TaKHM noAooneM na(J)occKOH 6e3AHbi, hto KaxcAbri 
pa3 OTCrynana. I~IoHaAo6H;iHCb TpH 6eccoHHbie hohh h TpH 
Ahji, npoBeAeHHbie 6e3 nniuH, bch KawAa ymaca h oTKpo- 
BeHHH, hto6u OHa peiuM^atb bmhth k Heiwy 6eccTpacTHOH 
CBepnaioiueA uapnuefi. 

CkhcJ) croon cpeAH bwcokhx u,BeTOB h Bee BpeMH, noKa 
noAOHA3 BruiOTHyio, OHa pacawaTpHB&na npaAH bojioc, bw- 
cokhh no6 h CBOAflmyio c yjwa cKJiaAKy ry6, ocraBa^CH 3a- 

CTblBUIHM, KaK H3Ba5IHHe. 
KTO TbI? 

Oh yj\bi6ajicsi KaMeHHoft, HenoABHKHofi yjibi^KOH. 
Aaohhc! — npouienTa^a OHa h noTOM noBTopH- 
.na: — Aaohhc! 

C Toro aha CBirra nepecTa.na AJW Hee cymecrBOBaTb. 
KapjiHK xoahji nena^bHbifi, 3a6pomeHHbifi, a aqbHon noxy- 
Aeji h craji eme crpaiiiHee. Oh He cnycKa* c uapnuw ropa- 
mero B3opa h Kpanca 3a Heio H3Aa^H, KaK TeHb. 
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B tot AeHb, Koraa .Uapnft nepeuieji Mcrrp, no Bcew 

CKH(})HH 3aBbIJIH C06aKH. M3 nOJiefi BTOpHJIH bojikh. Hhkto 

He nOMHHJI, HT06bI bojikh cpeAH JieTa CO^HpaJIHCb B craH, 

ho Tenepb hx bha^h HeAaJieico ot craBKH CiconacHca. Cra- 
jio H3BecrH0, hto Bc$i crenb TpoHynacb H hagt K BopHC- 
^teny. Bonpyr uapcicoro craHOBHina noflBH^HCb K03bi h 
aHTtuionbi, AHKHe .lomaAH noAXOAH/iH k ckhcJhtkhm Taoy- 
HaM, a jihchum 3a6HpajiHCb b na^aTKH. Cobccm 6jih3ko npo- 
hijih Ka6aHbi c MajieHbKHivm nopocaraMH. 

CKonacHC noanaji k MAaH^Hpcy roHua co cnoBaMH: 
ilapHH b crrenjix. 

Oh nocnaji tohuob c Teivt ace k aracJwpcaM, TaspaM, 
capMaTaM h k HapOAaM cesepa. MAaH<{)Hpc 3aBep#ji b Apy>K- 
6e, ho caM He uieji h bohck He npHCbuia^. M3 oKpecrHbix Ha- 
Poaob TO^bKO capMaTbi, 6yAHHbi h rejioHbi Bbipa3HJiH acejia- 
HHe noMOMb. OcrajibHbie otbcthjih: 

HaM Ka>KeTCji, mto nepcbi HAyr He npOTHB Hac. 

CKonacHC 3axoTeji y3HaTb 6*yAym,ee. 

M3 neiuep TaspHH, H3 jiecoB Tujievi npHiujM MapOAew b 
MacKax, b 3araAOMH0 paoiHcaHHbix oAexAax, yBemaHHbie 

0/IOBflHHblMH H 6pOH30BbIMH nOABeCKaMH. CKH(^bI U,eJIblMH 

Ahhmh npocTawBanH B03Jie Harviyxo 3aKpbiTbix nanaTOK, 

TAe BOJIXBOBa/IH KO^AyHbl, HO IipOpHUaHHfl HX 6*bIJIH TyiwaH- 

Hbi h ABycMbianeHHbi. Oahh Cn6epa He bhhk&h b hhx h mo;i- 

naji, KorAa ero cnpauiHBajin. Oh nepeiwiHKajica b crenH co 

3BepjiMH, paccMaTpHBa* cneAw, nyTb bhahwc Tponw, npo- 

TonTaHHbie KonbiTaMH, Ha6\nK>Aaji nojieTbi fithu, imeji h 
uiMejieft. 



OAHa«CAi>i oh CKa3a;i, hto nepcw nepemjiH Tnpac 
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Apyryio oojibiuyio peKy Ckh(J)hh. EMy He noBepHJiH, ho ne- 
pe3 AeHb CKonacHcy npHiujia Becrrb 06 3tom. AapHH nepe- 
uieji ee no 6peBeHHaTbiM iuiOTaM, npHroTOBjieHHbiM acHTe- 
;ihmh Twpaca h HHKOHHyMa, AByx He6ojibiiiHx kojiohhh, 

CT03BUIHX 6J1H3 yCTbg peKH. FHCTH3H OTnpaBM^ K HHM 110- 

cyiaHHe c yrpo30H pa30pHTb h oiceHb, ecjiH He B03BeAyT 
Mocra ajih uapCKoro BOHCKa. THpacjme Bbi6pa/iH MeCTO, 
rAe pena necrpe^a ocrpoBKaMH h otmc/wmh, h corHa^H 
Ty^a MHOJKecrBo 6peBeH c BepxoBbeB. Ohh co3Aajin nyTb 
AJifl KOJiecHHU h nemero BofiCKa, a K0HHHu,a h Bep6;iioAbi 

noiu^M B6poA- 

CxonacHc y3Ha.n, hto h THnaHHC He oyAeT nperurr- 

CTBHeM ajih nepcoB. rncrH3H 3anyra;i oJibBHHueB Tan >Ke, 

KaK 3anyr&rc TnpacHH h Tenepb ohh Bee cboh K0pa6jiH h 

jioakh OTnpaBHJiH BBepx no THnaHHcy, hto6*m coAeHCTBO- 

BaTb nepenpaBe nepCHACKHx no;mHiu. 

flapHH Ha THnaHHce! 

KorAa 3to pa3Hec;iocb no crrenflM, KOJiAyHw ct&hh 
ce^Tb yHbiHHe cpeAH ckhcJ)ob, npeApeKaa HecHaerwi. Ha- 

npacHO HHKOAeM o6*oaphji jhoach, yBepaa, 6yAT0 AapweBO 
bohcko cocraBJieHO H3 HapOAOB, HeHaBHA^mHx nepCHACKO- 
ro BJiaAbiKy h HeAOBo^bHbix noxoAOM b crenb, 6*yAT0 oho 
caiwo >KAeT CMe^oro HaTHCKa, MTo6bi o6paTHTbca b 6ercTB0. 
HanpacHo BbiCKa3biBa;i noA03peHHe, 6yATo KOJiAyHbi H3pe- 
KaiOT 3Ji0BemHe npeACKa3aHH« no TafiHOMy croBOpy c ara- 
4)HpcaMH, HeBpaMH h TaBpaMH. HapoA ocTaBa^cyi yrpiOMbiM. 

TorAa npHmeji CH6epa h hto-to CKa3aji uapio. 06a 
ce^H Ha KOHew cnaKajiH Becb AeHb h TOJibKO k Benepy npH- 
6buiH Ha Mecro, nopocuiee 6ej\ovi t CTeJiHBmeHCfl no 3eMJie» 
noBHTe^bio. 

3Haeuib jih, rAe mm? 

CKonacHC CMOTpe.1 Ha ropoHBiiiHHCfl BAajiH KypraH, Ha 
6o^biiiHe KaMHH, 6e;ieBUjHe b cyMepKax, KaK Mepena, h He 
noHHMan. 

— 3to Mecro TBoero po>KAeHHa. 3Aecb, BbiBa^HBiuncb 
H3 yTpo6bi, Tbi yAapHJica tojioboh 06 3eMJiio w 3an/iaKaJi. 
CeroAHH HaAo TaKMce nJiaKaTb h OHTbca tojioboh. 
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Ohm coiiijih c KOHeft, paccT&nHJiH bohjiokh m, KorAa 
CnonacHC Jier, CH6epa 3acbina* ero oxanKaMH MaKOB, 
wa6pe$i m 6eJioro^OBHHKa. 

He6o noTyxJio. C pa3Hbix crropoH 3aKypHJiHCb TyjwaHbi, 
oibiLuajiocb MbinaHHe Typa, BcrwecKH, x^onaHbe Kpbuibee, 
Aa^eKHe cbhctm, bukphkh. CKonaCHcy noKa3aJiocb, hto oh 
BnepBbie uibiiiiHT 3th ujyMbi h BnepBbie BAbixaeT 3anax 
nojieft. Ejwy crauio Teano, KaK b Konbi6ejiH. CKB03b tohkhh 
Bofi;ioK MyBCTBOBa^ pOAHBiuyio h BCKOpMHBiuyio ero 3eAUIK) 

H npMiKHMcUlCfl K Heft, KaK K MaTepH, KaK k MteHe. 

OlblUJHUJb J\H HTO-HH6yAb? UlOnOTOM cnpocHJi 

CH6epa. 

CKonacHc pa3;iHH&n rviyxne yAapbi, 6yATO KOHb 6uji 
KonbiTOM, 6opMOTaJi pynefi, a noTOM Ta^cevibie b3aoxh, 3a- 

pOAHBUJHeCfl TO J1H B CTenHblX A3JI»X, TO JIH HAyiUHe H3 3CM- 

Hbix HeAp. 3aKpbiB yxo pyKofi, oh ApyrHM npHHHK k 3eivuie 
m KorAa Cw6epa BHOBb cnpoom, uapb HHHero He cnbimaji 
oh cna^, 3aBopo>KeHHbiH apojviaTOM Tpas h KpHKaMH Kopo- 
cre/ieH. 

B no^HOHb CH6epa pa36yAH.n ero. Bwjio tcmho TaK, 
hto ohh Apyr Apyra He bhac^h. Tac-to b HeAOcaraeMoi! 
Aa^H roTOBH^acb rp03a h pa3AaBa^cg cryK noB030K. 

Tenepb Tbi y3Haeujb cboio cyAb6y. 

Cw6epa 3a.fiH/icfl CTpaujHbiM BO-nnbHM soeM, ot koto- 
poro CTenb npHTHx^ia h 3aMepjia. npomjio 6ecK0He4Hoe 
MrHOBeHHe. OibiuiHo 6hU\o, KaK 6H;iHCb cepAHa y o6ohx. 
TorAa rAe-To, Ha Kpaio 3eM^H, 3aBbi.n bojik, noTOM Apyrofi 
h coBceM 6jih3KO pa3Aa^cji Apy^KHbifi boh (5oJibinofi craH. 
Cnoepa ynaji. 

rijianb, uapb! rioK^OHHCb ckh<})ckoh 3eMJie! OHa Aa- 
pyeT Te6e no6eAy BejiHKyio, He6biBajiyio... 

Ilo6eAy? — nyTb oibiuiHo npoxpHnea CKonacHc. 

OHa npHAeT He CKopo. ByAeT MHoro TpyAOB, MHoro 
ropa ! . . 

Kpafi He6a BcnwxHyji h CTenb Hananmuiacb yAapoM 
rpoMa. 
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CKonacHC B&ieji cxsaTHTb npeACKasaTejiefi h npMB»3aTb 
k noB03KaM. npHKa3an TaKiKe BceM BOHHaM oTAe^HTbcji ot 
ceiweHCTB, KHTb 6e3 nanaroK, cnaTb Ha tojiom 3eMne, no- 
jiojkhb ceA-no noA rojiOBy. Bomhw bmiujih b crenb, a >KeH- 
m,HHbi h ACByuiKH ceA^iajiH KOHefi, BruieT&nH b KopOTKHe 
rpHBbi o^OBHHHbie h 6poH30Bbie noABecKH, a fiotom, o6h»b 
KOHCKwe men, co cvie3aMH npHMHTariH, npoca kohch xpaHHTb 

CBOHX BCaAHHKOB. FlOCVie 3TOrO OHH BblBeJIM HX K MyHCbflM 
H 6paTb»M. 

B tot ace AeHb npHiujia Becrrb, hto Bpar HaABHraeTOi. 

npHCKaKaBuiHH c H3BecTHeM bohh caM BHAeji ero. 3to 
6biJio Ha 3aKaTe, KorAa owiHue KpaeM KocHy^ocb 3eMJiH h 
CTenHyio &ajib 3aBo;iOKJio nayTMHOH H3 3o;iOTa h nypnypa. 
TorAa npeACTa^o mecTBHe 3Bepew, >khbuihx b djiaateHHbie 
BpeMeHa. To, KaK ropbi, c TopnaiuHMH k HH3y poraMH, c 

TOJIOBaMH, 3aKaHHHBaBUJHMHC$I TOHKHM XBOCTOM, TO, KaK 

3Men c bwcoko noAHjiTbiMH rojioBaMH. 3a hhmh — Hepena- 
xh, AP^KOHbi, eiKH, ynepiimecH HrviaMH b He6o. BecMHCJieH- 
Hoe MHO>KecTBo cymecTB, npHHHMaBUJHx AHKOBHHHbie owep- 
TaHHa, npouwio b 3o;iOTe 3aKaTa. 

Hto6h BHAeTb npH6jiHHceHHe nepcos, Hhkoacm Bbiexan 
AaJieKO b CTenb. HaBCTpeny HecjiHCb TaSyHbi KOHeft, CTaAa 
K03 h Ka6aHOB. Bee npe6biB&no b cmhtchhw, TOJibKo no^biHb, 
KaK BcerAa, naxjia CBexco h 6oapo. 

BAa^H B03HHK^a 30-noTafl no^ocKa, dbicrpo yBe/iHHH- 
BaBiua$icH b pa3Mepax. OHa noTeMHejia h k no^yAHio pa3- 
pocnacb b Tyny. Tpe6eHb ee bwcoko b He6e npoAOJi>Kaji 30- 
^OTHTbCfl, ho no 3eivuie OHa CTJia^acb nepHee MOpcKofl boji- 
hw. Bee, hto He yenejio yHTH, 6e>Kano nepeA Heio. KpynHbie 
Apo({>bi, KopocrejiH npoHOCHJiHCb noA caMbiMH HoraMH jio- 
iijaAeH, a y KopHefi TpaBbi tckjih CTaAa Mbimefi h raAOB. 
noA K,ny6$imeHCfl bojihoh o6o3HaHHJiacb 6e*aa HHTb, b ko- 

TOpOM pa3^HHH^H JUOAeft, exaBUIHX Ha KOHJIX. ,HapHH Ha- 

ABHranca rp030Boft Tynew, HanojiHflfl crenb iuyMOM, noAo6- 
hhm uiyiwy npnooa. 

117 



M orwTb, naK Ha Boc<j)ope, Hhkoacm McnbiT&n THro- 

CTHOe MyBCTBO 6eCCWIHH H 3JI06bI. 

«Jlojiro jih Te6e cyjKAeHo AaBHTb Mem bhaom cBoero 

MorymecrrBa, noAJiuA RnacrHTe/ib?» 

BepnyBiuHCb b craH, oh cKa3a^ CKonacHcy: 

— 3aBTpa, uapb, TBoe hmh craHeT Bbime HMeH ecex 

uapeii MHpa. 3a6yAyT CaproHa h Knpa, ho hmh CKonacHca > 

ocBodoAHTe^ji Bce^eHHoA, He yMpeT b cepAuax noKOJieHHH. 

H cnaciviMB, mto 6y^y cpawaTbca b nepBbix pflAax tbohx 

bohck 3a Ckh^hio h 3a 3;uiaAy. 



Ill 

BOHCKO .flapHH TOMCe nOHyBCTBOBa^O 6.flH30CTb CKH(f)OB. 

BcTpewaJiH cneAbi HeAaBHwx ctohhok, ornnma, MejiKHe 
npeAMeTbi, nepeAaBaeMbie H3 pyK b pyKH h acaAHO pac- 
CMaTpHBaeMbie, KaK cBHAeTenbCTBa nymoro, 3araAOHiioro 
Mwpa. Mhoh pa3 BepxyuiKH Tpas 0Ka3biBanHCb co6*paHHbi- 
mh b nyHKH h 3aBH3aHHbiMH y3JiaMH. BcTpenajiHCb rpynnw 
no HecKOJibKy y3.noB. Ar&naft ycMOTpen b hhx autocue 
nna>MeHa c o6o3HaMeHHeM HanpaBJieHHH h ckopocth abh- 
>KeHHJi nepcoB. B oahom Mecre bhacjih coBceM cbokhh no- 
MeT ckh(J)ckhx KOHefi. Bpar HeAa^eKO. 06 stom B03BecTHJi 
npjiMOH, KaK Tpy6a, cto;i6 Awivta, noAHHBiiMHCfl BA&nH. Cra- 
jiu pocTH HOBbie rycTbie ctoji6h. Ohh npOTHHyjiHCb no ro- 
pw30HTy KOJioHHaAon, noAAep>KHBaiomeH He6ecHbiH cboa. 

PaAynTecb! — KpHHajw BoficKy npeABOAHTevw. — 
TaM Baiua no6eAa h CKOpoe B03BpaiueHne aomoh! BwTb 
Mo>KeT, ceroAHfl HacTHrHeM h nopa3HM Bpara! 

Ho TbMa ycne/ia cnycrHTbca paHbiue. 

B 3tot Benep 3aMeTHJiw ABH>KymHeca ophh. BcnwxHyB 
HCKpaMH b noTeMHeBiueH AaJin, ohh 6bicrpo pa3poaiHCb ao 
6ojibuiHx KJiy6oB n^aMeHH. Kto-to HeyAepJKHMo rnsui hx 
Ha nepCHACKoe nojiMHme. 

Bohhw B36npa^HCb Ha noB03KH, Ha Kynu KJiaAH, Ha 
njienn Apyr Apyry, MTo6bi Jiymije BHAeTb. Cranu Bbipwco- 
BbiBaTbCji onepTaHHH 6wkob, MnaBiiiHXCH bo Becb onop. Bbi- 
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J10 flCHO BHAHO, HTO OHH 3anp»JKeHbI nOnapHO B nOB03KH, 

nojiHbie orHa. 

CyMepKH AporHyjiH ot B03iviacoB: b ruiaivieHH 3aMeTH;iH 

MOTaBiiiHecji ne^OBeMecKHe ({mrypbi, CTOHBiuHe bo Becb pocr. 

ria^HMbie orHeM 6ukh Hec/iHCb, KaK deuieHbie. 

y AByx noBO30K neperopejm Abiuijia h ohm ocrajwcb 
4>aKejiaMH nwjiaTb b crenH. HecKOJibKO omkob rpoxHyjiocb, 
He Ao6e)KaB ao Jiarepa, ocra^bHbie mo;ihhhmh Bpe3ajmcb b 

TOJIlUy BOHCK. I10B03KH UbUlSUlH t KaK MCepTBeHHHKH H Ha 
KaMCAOfi CTOflJI CTOJl6 C npHBfl3aHHbIM He^OBeKOM. MHbie 

ycnejiH ooyniHTbCji, Apyrne eiue hchjih h rvraA&iH Ha nepcos 
6o^buiHMH 6e^biMH nna3aMH. 

KTO Bbl? 

Ohh 3anpoKHAWBa^H Jiuua b noTeMHeBiuee He6o, nno- 

Ta^H B03AyX H, CBeCHB rOJIOBbl, yMHpa^H. Ha HeKOTOpblX 

coxpaHH^HCb ocraTKH pacnHcaHHbix oasmca h MacoK. 



IV 

yTpoM B03Jie uapcKoro uiaTpa 3bohko 3ane^a reco- 
pepa, noAXBaneHHas pa3Horo;iocbiM xopoM Tpy6 no BceMy 
CTaHy. BoficKa 3Ha;iH, mto ceroAHH 6HTBa, h BbiCTyna^H c 
MOjmanHBofi nocneuiHocTbK). B3oiueAUiee cojwue 6hjio b 
nnasa, 3aBOJiaKHBa.n0 CTenb 6;iecTHmeH KHceefi. CKB03b 3Ty 
TKaHb, uieAiuefi BnepeAH kohhhuc MepemHJiHCb HeacHbie 
OMepTaHHH, CBepKaHHe Menew h wjieMOB. Ho KorAa AaJib 

OHMCTHJiaCb, HHHerO, KpOMe 6e3rpaHHHH0H nyCTOH paBHHHbl, 

He OKa3a^ocb. 

Bee noHa;iH, hto b cremx CTpauiHo OTcyrCTBHe Bpara. 
npeABOAHTe^H TOponHJiH: 

CKH(J)bI 6/IH3KO! 

Ha ropH30HTe bo3hhkjio nepHoe nflTHo, pa3pacTaBiueeca 

no Mepe npH&iHXceHHa. 

Ckh^w! Ckh^w! — 3aKpHMa;iH nepeAOBbie pass- 
es ah. 

Hto6m BHAeTb BpaKecKyio pa-rb, nojiKOBOAUbi Bbiexajm 
BnepeA. Caiw flapHH 3axoTeji H3MepHTb bsivihaom npoTHB- 
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HHKa h 6wji yAHaneH pa3MepaMM ero TeMHoro CKonHiua. 
ApnapaMH y»ce AeJian pacnopji)KeHHfl k 6htbc m npHKa3avi 
ncwiKaM nepecrpaHBaTbCji Ha xoAy. Ero CMymavia TOJibKo 
HenoABH>KHocTb Bpara. ycMOTpes b 3tom onacHbifi 3aMbi- 
cen, oh nocoBeTOBaji uapio ocraHOBHTbCfl. 

— OHH XOTSIT, HT06bl Mbl KaK MOJKHO AOJIbUie IIUIH H 

yroM^jMHCb, a noTOM Hanacrb Ha Hac ycranbix. 

Ho uapb B&nevi ycKopHTb ABHxcemie, onacascb, KaK 6u 
npOTHBHHK He npona/i CHOBa. 

Ale k Ay TeM, rpaHHTHaa HenoABHHCHOCTb Bpa*cecKoro 
craHa cra/ia Ka3aTbC5i 3araAOHHOH. M BApyr noHa^H, hto 
3to He bohcko. Oahhm oho noKa3anocb nojieM, yce»HHbiM 
TpynaMH, ApyrHM — 3apoaiflMH TanbHHKa h nojieBOH Bep- 
6o^o3bi. KorAa noAom;iH, oTKpbuiacb rpoMaAHaa paBHHHa, 
H3pbiTaa KOJiecaMH Teaer, KonbiTaMH kohch h bojiob. 3ana- 
xom CBe>Kero MepH03eMa h cokom 3ary6;ieHHbix Tpas Hecno 

orryAa. 

HenpHflTejib yiueji. Ho hhkto He ocMe^HJica cpaBHHTb 

Uapfl C pblKaiOLUHM JlbBOM, HpH npHS^HMCeHHH KOTOporo 

Bparn 6eryT, KaK po6KHe cepHbi. Giobo jiecTH He b cwiax 
oujio copBaTbC5i c no6jieAHeBiiiHx ry6. 

AapHH 3acTbMi, ycTaBHBujHCb b wepHOTy BcnaxaHHOH 
crenn h ot ero oKaMeHeBmero Jinua noBeajio MepTBeHHbiM 
xo^oaom. BonJib HeMejiOBenecKofi apocrH 3acraBHji nosa- 

JIHTbCH BCK) CBHTy Ha 3CMJIK). 

YBHAeB npocrepTbie T&na, Aapnft craji 6euieH0 Ton- 
TaTb hx KonbiTaMH CBoeA npeKpacHow Ko6biJibi. CaHAaHa 
CJiaAocrpacTHO npouj/iacb no pa6o;ienHbiM cnHHM h no- 
KopHbiM 3aTbWKaM. Uapb o6eman coApaTb Koacy c npeABO- 
AHTejieft, eaiH ohh He HacrHrHyT HenpHsrrejia. 

TorAa A6p0K0Ma3 c ot6opho8 kohhhuch otacjih^ch ot 
BoficKa, MTo6bi HanerKe AorHaTb ckh(J>ob. BHanane oh Aep- 
msuich npaMoro nyTH, ABHraacb BAO^b B3pbrrofi Te^eraMH 

nOJIOCbl, HO, OCTaHOBHBUIHCb, H3 MrHOBeHHe, 3aMeTHJI Ha 

ApyroM Kpaio crrenH ABH^ceHHe h cna6biH, eABa yjiOBHMbiw 
roMOH. BcMOTpeBiiiHCb, y6eAHJiC5i, hto sto ABH>KeTCfl opAa, 
h nocKaKan TyAa co BceM bohckom. 
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KorAa yroMJieHHbie kohh aocthpjw acenaHHOfi mctm, 
ohh ocraHOBH^HCb nepeA cepe6pHcn>iM MopeM kobmjbi, no 
KOTOpoMy xoahjih MoryHHe bojihu h TO^bKO napycoB ba&tih 
HexBaTano &m no^Horo cxoACTBa c IIohtom. 

TocnoAHH, — CKa3a^H A6poKOMa3y, — tw ouih6ch: 

CKH(})bi A&nbiiie, MeM tw AyMa.fi, ho ohh He Taic Aa^eico, hto- 
6u y^TH ot TBoefi pyKH. BcjiymaHCji b 3tot uiyM. 

Tenepb sbctbchho cnwuiHw 6wjih rojioca 6o;ibiiioro 
CKonwiua, Jiafi co6aK, MbmaHHe bojiob. 

BnepeA.' 

M CHOBa nocKana^H Ha uiyM, b HaAeiKAe OTKpwTb Bpa- 

ra 3a bwcokoh TpaBofi hjih b hcbhahmom oBpare. KoBbuib 

rpo3H0 ycTpeMHJicji HaBCTpeny, ueiuijiacb uie^KOBHCTbiMH 

nepb^MH 3a crpeMeHa, 3a KOHacyio c<5pyio, 3a Konbrra th- 

jKe^oBecHbix a3HficKHx acaicyHOB. 

BemeHaj! e3Aa onbaHH^a A6poKOMa3a, oh He 3H&n, b 
KaKOM HanpaaneHHH cKaneT h Kan AaJieico orbex&n ot uap- 
CKoro BOHCKa. OcraHOBHEUiHCb Ha MHHyTy, CHOBa CKaKan, 
noTOMy hto coBceM 6^H3KO cnwuia^ uiyMbi CKH<|)CKoro 
nojiHHma. 

K Benepy kohh tjdkko xpanejiH h pomum manKH neHbi 
c yAHJi. CojiHue cejio b 6e36peKHbifi KOBWJib h b HacrynHB- 
uien npeAcyMepeMHofi thuihhc nepcbi nonyBCTBOB&nH, hto 
CKanyT He TyAa. Ckh^u 6wjih 6.HH3K0, ho hx kphkh pa3Aa- 
BajiHCb Tenepb cyieBa, c toh cropOHw, rAe AoropajiH »ceji- 
Tbie o6jiaica. OcTaHOBHBuiHCb jijih po3Abixa, A6poKOMa3 
Bejieji cBH3aTb H3 nyHKOB kouhvi BbicoKyio ManTy, Ha Bep- 

UJHHy KOTOpOfi B306pa«CH MOJIOAOH JIHKHei;. 

3apa eme neHH^acb h HOMb He cnycrnjiacb, ho y>Ke 
Aajibiue, neM Ha Tpn nojieTa crpejiw, He^b3H 6biJio BHAeTb. 
CHHeBaTaa AbiMKa coeAHHHJia He6o c 3eM^efl. Ckhc^m KpH- 
MaJiH, KaK craAo r&noK. Pa3jiHH&nHCb oTAeJibHbie ro^oca h 
actckhS anaH. 

^a^eKo JIH OHH? 

JlHKHHuy BHAe^HCb KaKHe-TO npeAMeTbi, crycrKH Mrvibi. 

TorAa A6pOKOMa3, cohah c kohh, 3aiuerc Aajieico b Tpa- 

bw, hto6m Jiymue cnwuiaTb, h y6eAHBiuHCb, hto sto He 06- 
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MaH, hto uiyM cnbimeH hcho, — pemwi 3acBeTJio AOCTHrHyTb 

CKHtj)CKOH CTOSHKH. 

Kohm MHa/iHCb H3 nocneAHHx chji. CKaKa^H ao Tex 
nop, noKa He noKa3aiiocb, hto uejib 6jiH3ica. npwcnyiua- 
jiHCb. OiadwH, e^sa pa3^HHHMbiw uiyM pa3AaB&nc5i Ha Kpaio 
crenH. Oh yAa;iHJicfl c 6biCTpOTOH nTHMbero no/ieTa h CKOpo 
3aMep. FlepeA nepcaMH crojuia BbicoKaa nepHaji TpaBa, h 
Kor^a BeTepOK KanHyji ee MepTBoe Mope, oHa 3auiy.Mejia 
rjiyxHM noA3eMHbiM uiyMOM. 

— CnacH Hac BceBbiiuHHH ot ApHMaHa! — 3aKpHMaji 
b yacace A6poKOMa3. 

Bcio HOMb ero jiioah cna^H 6peAOBbiM chom, a HayTpo 
oh npH3Ban hx yMepeTb hjih HacTHrHyTb Bpara. 

Crenb nonpeacHeMy Ko;iAOB&na h HacbiJia^a napbi. npo- 
CTOp yBJieicafl, b ymax cbhctcjio ot 6biCTpow e3Abi. Beuie- 
hwm HacKOKOM A6p0K0Ma3 xotch copBaTb chhiok) 3aBecy 
ropH30HTa, CKpbiBaBiuyio HeyjioBHMoro npOTHBHHKa. OHa sa- 
me Be jiH.nacb. 06*03Hamnocb hto-to, noxoacee Ha Tyny capaH- 
hh, h nepcbi B03r^acaMH npHBeTCTBOBa^H nojiBjieHHe Bpara. 

Bocna^eHHbiM B3opoM A6pOKOMa3 c/ieAHJi, Kan, otag- 
^HBuiHCb ot AajieKOH CHHeBbi, npoTHBHHK cmojioh pacTe- 

KaJICH no paBHHHC BOJIHbl TpaBbI HeOIH O HeM AOHOCbl H 

BecrH. Bhaho 6hjio CBepKaBuiee )Kejie3o, pa3BeBaBuiHec» 

XBOCTbl H TpHBbl. 

06*a BOHCKa c y^KacaiomeR CKOpocTbio Hec/iHCb Apyr 
Apyry HaBcrpeny. 

KojioKOJibMHKH h rojiy6bie jihjihh 6hjih b Ha6aT, 0Ay- 
BaHHHK paccbuiaji no paBHHHe H3BecTHji o npeACToameft 

6HTBe, 0>KHAaHHeM CKOpOH KpOBH 3apAejiHCb MaKH. Ho 

MCTHTejiH CTeneK, iviajieHbKHe ubctkh, npHTaHBiiiHecji b Tpa- 
Be, B^HBajiHCb b rpyAb ry6HTejibHbiM haom KypeHHH. Ohh 
cy^H^H ynoHTe^bHoe cpa>KeHne, KaK HarpaAy 3a Becb no3op 
6ecnjiOAHoro, 6eccMbicneHHoro noxoAa. 

OibimeH 6b\j\ TonoT BpawecKOro BoficKa. 

FIoTpHcafl MenoM, A6poKOMa3 HenejioBenecKHM rojiocoM 
noA^oApn^ Hae3AHHKOB. B3rviflHyB Ha hx HcCTyanenHbie 
;wu,a h MopAw KOHefi, JieTeBuiHX bo Becb onop, oh nopaAO- 
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BajicH CHJie yAapa, Ko-ropbifi co6Hpajica o(5pyuiHTb Ha Bpara. 
npjiMO Ha Hero acaicaji nepHbifi xcepe6eu. ^HHHoe 
Konbe yrpo>Kaiome TOpnajio H3-3a ero npaBoro rjiasa. A6- 
pOKOMa3 npHroTOBHJiCH yBepHyrbCH ot Konbg h HaHecrH 
yAap cbohm KpHBbiM MenoM. B30p ero CK0Jib3Hy^ no He- 

0(503pHMOH J1HHHH MHaBUierOCfl BOHCKa. 3to TiblJIO 3a MfHO- 

BeHHe ao ouih6kh. Oh 3aKpHHaji ot y>Kaca h xotck ocra- 

HOBHTb CTO^KHOBeHHe, HO ABe THraHTCKHX BOJIHbl CXJieCTHy- 
JIHCb C peBOM H TpOXOTOM. 

IlepeA HHM CTOHJ1 BOHH, CH^HBUIHHCfl MTO-TO CKa3aTb, 

ho He MoriuHH y^ep>KaTb npbiraBiuyio nemocrb. GroHa/iH pa- 
HeHbie. JlouiajxH bojiomhjih no nojno yoHTbix, 3acTpflBiiiHX 
Horoio b crpeMeHH. Oh nocMOTpeji Ha y6eraBiiiHH H3BHBaMH 
Baji H3 TpynoB jnoAeft h KOHeR h nyBCTBo crpauiHOH bhhw 
CAaBHJio rpy^b. 

— CKa>KHTe uapio uapeft, mto A6poKOM33 Hana^ Ha 
ero bohcko h A6poKOMa3 HaKa3aH. 

riOTOM OH JIOKaJI, yTKHyBUIHCb JIHUOM B 3CMJIIO, a H3 

cnHHbi TOpna^o ocrpHe Mena. 

V 

Ho cnacT^HBee 6bui <f>apHacn. 

Kor^a rop6aToro rpena, TpHCineroca Ha 6biCTpoxoA- 
hoR KO^ecHHue, AOcraBH;iH k ero BOHCKy, oh yBHA&n nepeA 
lUHpoKHM noJiyicpyroM nepcHACKHX kohhhkob cKH<|)CKyK) 

opAy. <J>apHacn hbjijui o6pa3 HeMenoBeMecKOH ropAbum. 
HaAMenHO noAHjiToe jihuo, onymeHHbie bckh, hh Ha Koro 
He rjijiAamHe rvia3a, He rjiHAfliUHe Aa>Ke Ha ckh(|)ob, mto 
AepJKa^H nepeA hhm Ha KOHuax KonHft cboh ocTpbie wanon- 

KH B 3HaK MHpa. 

Are^aro npHKa3a;iH y3HaTb, mto hm HaAO. 

CKH(j)bI rOBOpHJIH MHOrO H C BeJIHKHM KpHKOM. IIOAHH- 

ManH pyKH k He6y, 6hjih ce6*a b rpyAb, a HeKOTopwe pa3AH- 
pajiH OA«KAbi h o6Ha>Ka^H rpyAb. KorAa ohm kohmhjih, 
Arejian oGpaTHJica k <J>apHacny: 

— PaAywcji, BO>KAb! Chjim uapa uapeft yMHOJKHJiHCb 
npHcoeAHHeHHeM HOBoro Boficica. Uapb CKymca co cbohm 
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HapOAOM xoneT BHAeTb b hcm CBoero noBe^HTc/ifl. Oh kjih- 
HeTCfl, hto He npofiAeT n«TH AHeft, Kaic OconacHC, mchboh 
hjih MepTBbifi, 6yAeT AOcraB;ieH uapio uapefi. 

Tw, rpeK, no3Bo^$ieiiib ce6e 6ojibuie, MeM ot re6$ 
Tpe6yK)T, — npoueAH^ 4>apHacn. — Teoe Ae.no nepeAaTb 
cno&a 3thx npe3peHHbix, a paAOBaTbca hx npHxoAy — He 
TBoe AeJio. y uapa uapefi h CBoero BOHCKa AOcraTOHHo. CKa- 
hch 3TOMy KOHCKOMy noMeTy, hto a ao Tex nop He noBepio 
hx anoBaM, noKa caM hx hhhto^hmh uapeK He flBHTCH KO 
mhc 

rioc^aHHbie yexajin h BCKOpe ot ckh^ckoA opAH k <t>op- 
Hacny HanpaBHJiacb 6om>uim CBHTa. B 6o6poBoft MaHTHH, 
c 3onoTUM KynojioM Ha rojioBe h c 3ojiotoh nauieft y noaca 
exa;i CKyHKa. 

Tbi aojdkch nacrb k HoraM napa uapeft h o6i>HBHTb 
ce6**i ero noAAaHHbiM, — 3aaBHji <I>apHacn. — A tboh jiioah 
nycrb AOKamyT Mnpojiio6m — eAHT h nbK»T c HauiHMH. 

CKyHKa Ha Bee OTBewa^ connacHeM. 

Oh paAOBa^ca npH BHAe MHo>KecTBa nepcoB, ABHHyB- 
liiHxca c hhm k uapcKOMy craHy, ycMaTpHBa» b 3tom noneT, 
0Ka3aHHbiH ejwy caTpanoM. Ho He aoxoah uapCKOH craBKH, 
ero h ero npn6;iH>KeHHbix CTaiiuviH c kohch h cBji3a^H, a 

Tex, HTO nblTaJIHCb COnpOTHR/IHTbCJI, 3aKO;iOJIH KOHbHMH. 

,HapHH y>Ke jKAa^. Ot HaKonHBmeficfl 3Jio(5bi y Hero 
3aApo>Ka^H najibUbi, KorAa roHeu, npHHec CHacrjiHeyio 

Becrb. Oh xoTeji aoctomho HaoiaAHTbca nepBbiM TOpace- 

CTBOM HaA HeyJIOBHMbIM npOTHBHHKOM. 

TpoH ero nocTaBHJiH Ha bucokhh noMocr, noKpbiTbift 
pocKoiiJHOH MaTepnew, h KorAa uapb ce^, mnna acjmonoB 
noAHJua noMOCT Ha miena. CB33aHHoro QcyHKy GpoowiH 
nepeA hhm Ha 3eMJiio. Oh nbiTa^ca mto-to roBopHTb, ho 
<J>apHacn yAapn;i ero Horofi. 

KaK CMeeuib tw, noraHHbifi peneiiHHK, rosopHTb 
nepeA uapeiw, npe>KAe MeM Te6e sto no3BOJijiT? 

AapHfi Ao^ro paccMaTpnBa^ atepTBy, a noTOM cnpo- 
chji — o neM roBopwi CKyHKa? 4>apHacn 3Toro He 3Ha/i, ho 
AyMaji, hto npocH^ o coxpaHeHHH >kh3hh. TorAa no 3HaKy 
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uapfl npHHeaiM pacK&neHHoe acejie30 h, KaK TOJibKo CnyHKa, 
noA HaTHCKOM 3<j)HonoB, nepecr&n MeTaTbca h A^JiaTb abh- 
>KeHHH, norpy3H^H eMy >Ke^e3o b rvia3a. 

y Jlapm npocBeiviejio jihuo ot 3BepHHoro Bonna, ko- 

TOpblH HCnyCTH^ CKH(|), H OT A*>IM H IUHXC H BnaAHH mas. A 

noTOM Ha GoeBon KOJiecHHue oh ABHHyjic* k Mecry ckh<{>- 

CKOrO ILTieHeHHH. 

CKH$bi yme jieacanH b pjiA CB$i3aHHbie, a meHiuHHbi, 
crrapHKH, acth — pa36HTbi Ha KyHH h nJiOTHO o<5THHyTbi 
BepeBKaMH. 

^apHH Benen pa3orHaTb KOJiecHHuy h npoMnaTbca no 
/iexcaiuHM. Ho KorAa kohckhc KonbiTa roTOBbi 6buiH ony- 

CTHTbCfl Ha TeJia KOHCBHHKOB, Uapb, HaK/IOHHBlUHCb K B03- 
HHU.e, CH.JIbHbIM ABHMCeHHeM HaTHHy^ BOJKMCH. Oh MeAJieHHO 

npoex&n BAOJib jihhhh noBepaceHHbix BparoB h ocrancn ao- 

BOJieH HX HHCHeHHOCTbK). 

Ohh aojukhm B03BeCTHTb 060 MHe crenHOMy Hapo- 
Ay. nycrb crrenb coAporHeTCH h naAer k mohm HoraM* 
nycTb y3HaiOT mok> Momb h 6ohtc5i Moero mesa: 

3a>KrjiH Kocrpbi h crsum rperb Ke^e30. 

Ro Benepa pa3AaBa^ncb HeMe^oBeneCKHe BonjiH h cto- 
hw, a yTpOM b crenb noTHHyjiacb AJiHHHaa BepeHHua ckh- 
4)OB. BnepeAH b 3o;iotom inaeMe, c 3o;iotoh Haiuew y 
noaca — 3aK0BaHHbiH b >Ke;ie3o CKyHKa, yeraBMBiuHHCH b 
poAHbie npocrropbi OKpoBaBJieHHbiMH npoBa^aMH rjias. 3a 
hhm, Aep>Kacb Apyr 3a Apyra, ero ooien^eHHbie bohhw. 
Ha KajKAyio cothk) flapHH ocraBH^ no OAHOMy OAHor;ia- 
30My, KOTopwe moivih 6bi bccth ocranbHbix. 



VI 

3boh uenefl ocaenjieHHoro uapa pa3Hecca no Been Ckh- 
4>hh. PaHbiue Bcex ero yanbim&KH 3eMJieAevibHecKHe cKH$bi, 
>KHBuiHe MexAy THnaHHCOM h BopHC^eHOM. Aohas ao nep- 
Boro hx xojiMa c 6eneBuiHMH Ha BepuiHHe creHajviH H3 rpy6o 
aiomeHHbix KaMHeH, oh ocrraHOBH;icfl h 3ane^, KaK hhiuhh, 
npocflmHfi mh^octwhio. FleHHe ero nepeuuio p njian, b naA- 



125 



pwBHbiH kpmk. Oh paccKa3aa, KaK BJiaAeji JIhcbhmh TpaaaMH 
h nac TaM cboh craAa h cboh HapoA, KaK M3 HeHaBHCTH k 
CKonacHcy nepeiuan Ha cropoHy Bparos h BcrpeTHJi b ^nue 
JXapm — caMo 3./10. 

Ero cnenbie noAAaHHbie croHa^H h orwiaKHBajiH m6ejit> 

CKH<}>CKOM 3eJVWIH. 

BerHTe k CKonacwcy! BerHTe k MAaH<})Hpcy! BerHTe 
Ha Kpafi CBeTa! 

3eM^eAwibUbi HeHaBHAe^H CKonacnca, B3HMaBiuero c 
hmx HenoMepHyio AaHb w coBepiuaBuiero Macrbie Hae3At>i Ha 
hx no/ia. KorAa crano H3BecTHo HaweCTBHH nepcos, ohh 
3TOMy o6paAOBa^HCb h Ha npH3biB CKonacHca — npHATH 
Ha noMoiub, HTo6bi BMecre BCTpeTHTb Bpara, — oTBenajiH 
yooHHHBo h TjiHy^H neperoBopw. 

IloTOM nocjieAOBa^ cM&nbift otbct ara(|)HpcoB, HeBpoe 
h TaBpoB: 

HaM KaaceTCH, hto nepcw HAyT He npoTHB Hac. 

C Tex nop b Heo6T>$iTHOH Ckhc|>hh Bee, HeHaBHAeBiiiHe 
CKonacHca, 3aTaH^H HaAe>My Ha ero CKopyio rH6enb. Te- 
nepb >Ke naxapn noMyBCTBOBa^H ce6*a TaK, 6*yATO npOHrpa- 

JIH CBOK) >KH3Hb B KOCTH. UJeCTBHe CnyHKH HanOJIHflJIO 

AyuJH XO^OAOM. 

— BerHTe! BerHTe! . m 

JIioah CMOTpejiH co creH Ha h3bhbm peMKH, ornGaBiueH 
hx xo;im h orpaiKAaBiiieH ero c AByx cropoH, Ha nopocuiee 
ocokoh 6o^oto, 3amHii;aBiiiee ero c TpeTbew cropoHbi, Ha 
cboh Ko;iocHBLiiHecfl hhbw h naCT6Hiua, orpa^KAeHHbie tjih- 
hhhwmh nocyAHHaMH c npaxoM npeAKOB, h noHa^H, mto hm 
HeKyAa 6em.arb. Ohh pOAHJincb h BbipocviH Ha He6*o;ibmoH 
njiomaAKe xojiAta, rAe khjih co cbohm ckotom b npnacH- 
MaBiiJHXCfl Apyr k Apyry ^aHyrax, Hano^OBHHy BpbiTbix b 

3eMJH0. 

Ho hx BOA^Hbie rjiasa mnpoKO pacKpbiJiHCb, KorAa bck> 
crenb co cropoHbi 3aKaTa o6jiervia nepHaa Tyna AapneBa 
BOHHCTBa. Oho npH6^H«cajiocb c HHKorAa HecnbixaHHbiM ry- 
jiom, h KorAa Aocrwrjio xo^Ma, 3eM.neAeflbUbi yBHAe^H ceoa 
Ha KpoiueHHOM ocrpoBKe cpeAH ujyMHoro Mopa. nporvibiBa- 
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jih B03bi, ABHranHCb Jieca KonHH, TeMHbiMH rjibrfaMH no:i3;ia 

nexoTa. 

B TeHHCTOM AHe penKH 3aBH3^a Te^era h B03.ne Hee 

co6pa^acb KpHMaman mnna. B ApyroM Mecre nana jio- 

uiaAb* 3anpoKHHyB b He6o B3AparwBaBuiHe Konuxa, a noA 
caMbiM xcvimom nojiOKHJin 6o^bHoro h omaHBa^H boaoh. 
riepcw nonnomeHbi 6mjih TaroTaMH noxoAa. Ka3&nocb, 
Bee npofiAeT mhmo. 

HO no TpOnHHKe, C TOft eAHHCTBeHHOH CTOpOHbl xoji- 

Ma, KOTOpan ocrraBa^acb He3aiuHiueHHOH, y>Ke noAHHMa- 
jiHCb jiioah, CBepKa» opy^KHeM. 

K hhm Bbimeji 6e/ibiH crapeu, Hecfl Ha BbiTjmyTbix py- 
Kax Kpyr^biH xne6. IlepeAHHH bohh ocraHOBiwcfl h c hcao- 
yMeHHeM B35iJi xne6. IIotom oh yAapnji hm crrapua no ro- 

JIOBe, CXBaTHB 3a BOJIOCbl, UJBblpHyJI BHH3, TAe KTO-TO MH- 

moxoaom npHKOJioji ero KonbeM. 

Co creH nocJibiina^HCb KpHKH yjKaca h noJieTenH 

KaMHH. 

KorAa noAT>exa^ <t>apHacn, Ha xojiMe AMMHJiHCb pa3- 
BanHHbi. FIoaieAHero o6nTarej\9i t ocraBmerocH b atHBbix, 

npHBe^H k HeMy. nepc B&ieji HaJio>KHTb Ha Hero uapcnoe 
KJieAMO, noTOM BbiKO^OTb rjia3 h nycrHTb b crrenb, Aa6w 
B03BecrrH^ o rpo3e h moiuh uapji uapeft. 

vn 

TpOMaAHOH r^bidoH, 6pomeHHOH pyKOH BenHKaHa, Ka- 
TH^acb no cTenn CKHcjKKaa .naBHHa. CKonacHC men co bccmh 
noAB^acTHbiMH n^eMeHaMH, c Ta6yHaMH h craAaMH. Oh 
crrap&ricfl pacKHHyTb cboh opAbi TaK, mo6bi BbiTonTaTb 
TpaBy Ha bo3mo>kho 6o;ibiiieM npocrpaHCTBe. Oh bc/i Bpara 
b 3eivuiH CKH<})OB-naxapeH h caM Bee cMeTa^ Ha nyTH — 3a- 
Cbina^ BOAHbie hctohhhkh, yHHHTO>K&fl noceBbi, yroHjur ckot, 
3a6Hpan jiiOAeft. 

riaxapH Bbicbijiann eMy HaBCTpeny xne6 h MeA, ynpa- 
uiHBaH He pa3op»Tb hhb h yroAHfi. 

Bw xoTHTe c6epenb 3to ajw nepca?! — KpHH&Ji 
CKonacHC. — Bw 3a6biJiH, mto h eme Bam uapb?! 
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TaM, rae oh npoxoAHJi, nepHe^a uinpoKaa nojioca b 
cothh craAHft, JiHuieHHaa ecero acHBoro. 

C noTyxuiHM B30pOM, c ocyHyBUJHMCH jihuom exaji Hh- 
KOAeM cpeAH ra/iAflmefi TOJinw. Oh nyBCTBOBan ceoa, KaK b 
tot ACHb, KorAa ctohji cpeAH nans, npHBjraaHHbifi k cron6y. 
>KecTOKHe comhchha MyMH^H ero CHOBa. Oh He Mor 3a6brrb 
tom homh, KorAa ero, 3acHyBiuero c mchtoh o npeACTOflmefi 
6htbc pa36yAH^H b rnyxyio TeMeHb h KaK oh bocxhiuch 

6bin Mbic^bio o hohhom HanaAeHHH. nOMHHJI CBoe yAHBJie- 

HHe, oibiiiia npoH3HTe^bHbiH CKpnn KOJiec h rman AeTeft. A 
KorAa paccse^o, yBHAea BofijionHbte noKpbiTHH noB030K, 6e- 
jibie, KaK Jien, nwiOBbi, TopnaBiiiHe orryAa, h nenajibHbie 
BOA^Hbie rviaaa. YBHAeJi XMypbie Jinua bohhob. 

ripo6paBuiHCb CKB03b xaoc Tener h BcaAHHKOB k TOMy 
MecTy, rAe exa^ u,apb, oh nopaaceH ~5h\j\ ero h3mchhb- 

UJHMCfl JIHU.OM 3flbIM, HaCTOpOHCCHHblM, C HCAOBepMHBblM 

B3rjI3AOM. 

y«ce^H, uapb, Mb! HAeM He Ha 6HTBy, a 6okhm ot 
Bpara? 

Kto CMeeT TaK rosopHTb?! — 3apeBen CKonacHC. 
Oh BbixsaTH^ Men h noAHec k caMOMy jiHuy HHKOAeMa. 
BHAHuib 3to )Kejie30? TaK 3Hafi, hto MeAHbiH ujjieM He 3a- 

IHHTHT OT HerO TBOeH TOJIOBbl, eCJIH TbI OKaMCeillbCH He B 

coctohhhh noHATb, hto ji He OTCTynaio, a Konyio no CBoefi 
3ejvuie! H npe3Hpaio TBoero uapa uapefi!.. Moh Ta6yHbi cbejiH 
KpyroM bck) TpaBy... 5\ aojukch nepexoAHTb Ha Apyroe 
Atecro... 

Oh He craj\ nycnaTb k ce6e HHKOAeMa h tot ABHrajica 
b 3JIOBOHHOH TOJine cBHAeTcneM 6ercrrBa h 6eccMbicneHHoro 
pa3opeHH» ckhcJkkoh 3eM^H. HepHbie Kpwjibg tockh h ot- 
MaflHHji BHAejiHCb eMy HaA OTCrynaBuieH opAOH. JIioah nyB- 
crBOBajiH, hto rH6*HyT, ho xoTe^H ycneTb CAejiaTb KaK mohc- 
ho 6ojibiue 3Jia. 

HeyacejiH cKHqbbi He Te, 3a Koro oh hx npHHHMan? 
BbiTb mojkct, 3tot HapOA xpao*p TO^bKO b rpa6e>Ke h 
pa3<5oax? 
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Oh AyM&n o ^HxopaAOHHOM, noA03pHTe^bHOM B3rji»Ae 
uapH, o nocTOSHHO B03paCTaBiuefi TpeBore b jiHue, BbiAa- 
BaeuieH 6cwibHyio, ao KOHua CMHTeHHyio Aymy. CKonacMC 
nocrojWHO Aepatan npw ce6e 6-nHataHiiiHx Apy3e8, npeBpa- 
thbiuhxch b ero TWioxpaHHTe^efi. BbuiH cnynaH, KorAa npo- 
CTbie bohhm, noAT>exaB, no erapoMy o6binaK), cjihuikom 
6jih3ko k HeMy, naA^JiH ot pyK Kshh h Hwxapca. Oh 3aBen 
He6biBa^biH b CkhcJdhh nop»AOK npo6w nniuH: He CbeA&n 
hh OAHoro KycKa, ot KOTOporo nepeA Teiw He oTBeAbma^ 
oahh H3 ero npHdJiH^ceHHbix. HHKorAa He CHHMan KOJibHym. 

A noTOM Bee bohcko noTpjiceHO 6biJio rH6"&nbio Tpex 
npeABOAHTe^ew. Hx hommo no3Ba^H k uapio h TaM y6w;iH. 

HapOAy 06T>flBH^H, HTO OHH 3aMbIIII.na.nH H3MeHy H COCTaBH- 

jih 3aroBop Ha >KH3Hb uapa. IlpoH3BenH H36HeHHa cpeAH hx 
poAHMeH h Apy3efl. 

Oco6eHHoe yAOBOJibCTBHe AOCTa&n$i;iH CKonacwcy BecTH 
o tom, mto 6eataBiiiHe k Jlapmo naxapH BCTpenanH TaM 

CMepTb H OKOBbl. MCTHHHblM TOpJKeCTBOM 6bI^O A^H HerO 

ocaenjieHHe CKyHKH. Oh xoxoTa^, xjiona;i ce6a no 6eApaM 
h npHceAa^ k 3eMJie. 

Tojibico oahh pa3 Hhkoacm, noA'bexaBuiHH k HeMy co- 
BceM 6^H3KO, yBHAe^i CKonacHca ycrajioro, c^a6oro, ony- 
CTHBiuero rojiosy Ha rpyAb. 3aMeTHB HHKOAeMa, oh rviyxo 
npo6opMOTa^ : 

H AeJiaio Tan, KaK HaAO, HH03eMen. He cmotph Ha 
MeHH Bonpomaiome h He npHCTaBafl co cbohmh coBeTaMH. 

Ha Apyroft A^Hb onflTb y6n^H HecitojibKO ne^OBeK, no- 
A03peBaeMbix b H3MeHe. OKa3a^ocb, mto sth jiioah xoTe^H 
nepefiTH k MAaH(})Hpcy. Mmji MAaH^wpca crajio npoH3HO- 
cHTbca c onacKoft. 3HajiH, mto oh ctoht Ha HepHbix Boasx 

H C JlK)60BbK) npHHHMaeT Bcex, KTO xoneT C HHM BMeCTe 3a- 

lUHmaTb cKHqbcKyio 3eAwno. ripo CKonacnca we roBopnjiH, 
hto eMy He 6yAeT cnaCTbji b stoh bohhc, noTOMy mto oh He 

COBepIUHJI MOJieHHfl HaA CBflmeHHbIM 30JIOTOM. 

Hepe3 HecKo^bKo ahch MHoro bohhob TaHHo noKHHyjw 
CnonacHca. 
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BEJ1M KAfl H OM b 



I 

OAHa>KAbi k uapwue cneuino no3BaviH Arenas. Ckh<|>, 

AOTO^e MOJIHaJIMBblH, CT08JI, 06epHyBlUHCb Ha BOCTOK h 3a- 

KHHyB ;ihu,o, crpacTHO roBopHJi o HeM-TO. Hmkto ero He 
BHAeji TaKHM. TpeKy npHKa3ajiH AOHocwTb o KajKAOM ero 

cnoBe. 

ripHCJiyuiHBajiCb k crenHjiKy, Are^afi y3Han, hto oh 
npMBeTCTByeT npn6^H>KeHHe BopwcqbeHa h uapcKHx MorM.i, 
TaM HaxoAfliUMxcji. Oh nepecraji CMOTpeTb Ha oKpy>Kaio- 
iuhx, He 3aMena;i Arcnaa, He 3aMena^ HeoTcrynHo caeAO- 
BaBiuero 3a hhm aqbHona, no>KHpaBiiiero ero bsivijiaom, na/i- 

HblM 3BepHHOfi HeHaBHCTH. 

UapHue, HaKOHeu, coo6luh;ih, hto BapBap 6peAHT Ha- 

CTyaneHHeM Bcjihkoh Hohh. OHa no6\neAHe«na h noKJifljiacb 
y6HTb Are/iaa, earn tot He y3HaeT, hto Tanoe Bejimcaa 

HOHb? 

Are^aft y3Ha;i. 3to HOHb hcthhhom >kh3hh, a&bhhujhhx 
>Ke^aHMH cepAua. B 3Ty HOHb 3eM^a pacnajijieTCji h Bbiny- 
CKaeT Bee cKpbiTbie b Hen cwibi. Tpasw nepeno^HjiiOTCH co- 
KaMH h AOCTHraiOT npeA&na ubctchmh. Ckh^w HTyT b 3Ty 
HOHb Be^HKyio MaTepb, AapyK>myio 6ecruiOAHbiM >KeHaM 
6;iaroAaTb 3anaTH5i, CKJiOHjHomyio >Kepe6u,a k icofibijie h ot- 
Bep3aiomyK> rviyxHe, nepCTBbie cepAUa. 

ATOcca AOJiro He MOMa ycMHpHTb noAHHBiiieHCfl Ay- 
lueBHofi 6ypH. Ot Arejiaa y3Ha.na, hto CKHqbcKaji BejiMKaa 
MaTepb — Ta nee ajuiHHCKaa AqbpoAHTa — npHiujia k ckh- 
qbaM c Eocqbopa KHMMepHHCKoro, rAe ee jto3h&hh 6jiaro- 
AapH TeocuaM. I~Io;iHoe ee hmh — AqbpoAHTa ypaHHH, B/ia- 
AWHHua AnaTypa. Ho rosopjiT, hto OHa ;i>KHBa, o neM cbh- 
AeTe^bCTByeT caMoe hmh ee — AnaTypa. 
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Me)KAy TeM, nepcw noAOimiH k EopwccfjeHy. Oh H3AajiH 
o6o3Hamuic$i peAKHMH KymaMH Tono-new, iueAuiHx no pas- 
HHHe, KaK Be^HKaHbi, Apyr 3a ApyroM. 

,HapMM 3axoTeji jiBHTbCH HaA CBjiiueHHOM ckhc})ckom pe- 
koh b uapCKOM BeHue. Ero onHTb, CHAflmero Ha TpoHe, 
Hecfia TOJina 3(})HonoB. 

BopHC(})eH npOTeKa^ noA bwcokhm oCpbiBOM, b Kpy- 
>Kese CKJiOHHBiiiHxcH BeTBefi h ot Hero mcxoah^o HanpH>Ke- 
HHe, KaK ot Tyro HaTsrvToro jiyKa. B uiHpoKOH raaAH, noA 
KOTOpofi yraAbma^acb rviyGHHa h cTpeMHTeJibHocrb, ,HapHH 
nonyBCTBOBaji 6oj\biue moluh, mcm b uiyMHbix ropHwx peKax. 
M3Hana^bHyK) cany, cnoKofiCTBHe y3pe.n oh, rviHAfl c Bbico- 
Tbi Ha 3to o6nj\ue KpacHBOH BOAw h Ha nepeno;iHeHHOCTb eio 
6eperoB. A 3a peKoft, HacKOJibKO xBaTa;i r\na3 — ■ Heo6-bflT- 
Haa ujHpb 6es eAHHoro 6yrpa h B03BbiujeHnji. — 6*o;iee poB- 
Haji, neM Ta, mto oCTajiacb no3aAH. OrryAa Besuio MorynHM 
npocTOpOM, nponacTbio, KOTopaa npHTarHBaeT. ribHHbiH Be- 
Tep Ha^eTaji ot rHnep6opeeB, ot HeceAOHOB, rejioHOB, ot 
nepHbix MenaHx^eHOB. /JapHH ao topo 3aBopo>KeH 6uji ero 
neHHeM, mto 3a6biJi od^HBHTb BopHccJDeH cbohm oneHHHKOM 
h 3aK^ioHHTb b oKOBbi, Kan xotc/i nepeA TeM. 

BOHCKO nOHHKJIO. OHO UIJIO CIOAa C TafiHOH HaAe>KAOH 

Ha OKOHwaHHe noxoAa. BiwecTO 3Toro — HOBbie npocropbi 
h hobwh nyTb 6e3 KOHua. 

OAHa ATOCca 6buia, KaK b TyMaHe, m sepaia, mto en 
cajwofi 6orHHen HaBeHH coh H3 rany6oft peKH, CHHero He6*a 
h THymHxca nOA BeTpOM ao caMofi 3eivuiH Tono-new. 

II 

ApnapaMH npHKa3a;i jiHAHHuaM nepBbiMH bomth b pe- 
Ky. HapjiAHbie BcaAHHKH Bece^o, KaK b npa3AHHK KynaHHfl 
KOHefi, ycTpeMHJiHCb b BOAy. 3aAOp hx <5bui TaK bchhk, mto 
Ka3ajiocb, ohh nepenjibiByT EopHojjeH. Ho 6;iH>Ke k cepeAH- 
He kohh CTa^H norpy>KaTbCfl r;iy6>Ke, TaK mto HaA boaoh 
TOpna^H TOJibKo yuiH Aa H03ApH. ^ocTHrHys cajvtoro CTpe- 
MHTe^bHoro Mecra, rojioBbi kohch — OAHa 3a Apyrofi — Ha- 
hsuih CKpbmaTbca. HecKO^bKo cot kohhhkob yHecno Tene- 
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HHeM, ocra^bHfaie noeepHyjiH Ha3aA, rpoMKO ponma Ha ApHa- 
paMHa. 

Uapb pa3rHeBa^CH. Oh noTpe6oBan b tot >tce AeHb 
HaflTH cnoco6 nepenpaBbi, yrpoacaa nepeBecrH bohcko no 
MOCTy H3 TpynoB HeyMe^wx BoeHaManbHHKOB. TorAa Apna- 
paMH nocnaji 3a AreJiaeiw. 

Hacra.no BpeMg, rpeK, nposepHTb — He nocMejuicji 
jih HaA uapeM tboh rocnoAHH, npeA-nojKHB B3HTb Te6a b 

nOXOA? EcflH TbI, AeHCTBHTe^bHO, TaK MyAp, KaK oh roso- 

pH.n, to AOKa>Keiub sto ceroAHji, npHAyMaB, KaK nepenpa- 
BHTb bohcko wepe3 BopHC(})eH. 

M 6hiji yAHB^eH corjiacneM Arenas. 

TpeK Bejie^ co6paTb Bee Aiexa H3-noA BHHa, <|>hhhkob, 
H3-noA cwpa h, npH3BaB accnpHfiueB, xaweHH, Bcex dowTa- 
Te^efi Tnrpa h Ec|>paTa, npHKa3&n HaAyTb Mexa. FIotom oh 
3acrraBHji CAe^aTb nnoTbi — TaKHe, Ha KOTopbix ohh ana- 
Bajiw no pOAHbiM peKaM. J1k>ah CBfl3ajiH H3 uiecroB orpoM- 
Hbie paMbi, 3ano/iHHB hx njioTHbiMH paAaMH HaAyTbix MexoB. 
Ca^a^h HacrHvi H3 KaMbimeff, jio3m h npw6epe>KHOH ocokh. 
n^OTbi Bbiui^H jierKHe, xopouio AepacajiHCb Ha BOAe h, He- 

CMOTpfl Ha TO^IUHHy H rpOM03AKOCTb, 6bICTpO XOAHJIH. Ha 

hhx crajm nepenpaBJijrrb KOJiecHHUbi, rpy3bi, a Taoce ko- 
HeM, ocnoB h Bep6^K)AOB. TeM BpeMeHeM twchmh bohhob, 
no->KeHCKH yceBiiiHCb Ha 3eMJie, pa6oTanH 6poH30BbiMH h 
KocTjiHbiMH HiviaMH. ^pyme BapHJiH CMOJiy. Cuih^ih toj- 
CTyio, KpenKyK) xo;iCTHHy b ABaAUaTb jioktch uiHpHHbi. 
KorAa ee pacTSHy^H b A-flHHy — croHBuiHe Ha oahom KOHu,e 
c TpyAOM Morjin paccjibimaTb, hto hm KpHna^H c Apyroro. 
Kpan o6iiihjih KaHaTOM. IIotom kotjiu co CMo;iofi onpoKH- 
HyjiH Ha 6ejiyK> xojimeByio Aopory. IlflTbCOT ne^OBeK noA- 
Hec;iH ee k BopHC(|)eHy h, KorAa 0Ha npOTjmyjiacb nonepen 
peKH, ot OAHoro 6epera ao Apyroro, kohuh ee npHBa3ajiH 
k TOJiCTbiM 6peBHaM, ctohmji BpbiTbiM b 3eMJiio, HanoAo6He 
rwraHTCKHx BopOT. Hacbina^H 3eMJiH, HaB&nHJM KaMneft. 
Bojiw, c KonbiTaMH, otfMOTaHHbiMH TpjinbeM, MeAJieHHO no- 
bojiooh noB03KH nepe3 Bopnc^eH no npocMOJieHHofi Aopo- 
re. Bcio KOHHHuy ABHHyjw k y3K0My Mecry, HawAeHHOMy 
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BBepx no peice, rAe 6ojibiuyK) MacTb paccrojiHHfl mo>kho 
6biJio math no AHy h Jinuib He6o^biuoH 0Tpe3OK nyTH 

ruibiTb. 

nocie 3Toro npHCTynH;m k caMOMy onacHOMy — -k nepe- 

B03Ke CJIOHOB. IlJIOTbl nOKpWJIM CTIOeM 3CM.HH H COCAHHHJIH 
C 6eperOM UlHpOKHMH 3eMJIHHbIMH HaCbinWMH. DlOHbl BCXO- 

AHJIH CnOKOHHO, CHHTafl nJIOTbl npoAo;i)KeHHeM cyiuH. Ho 

KorAa OTopB£L/iHCb ot 6epera h noiuibwiH, nyAOBHma npHiwm 
b CTpaujHoe BOJiHeHHe h, noAHHB xo6oTbi, 3aTpy6H^H. To;i- 
na Ha 6epery 3aTaHJia Abixamie. llnoTbi CHJibHO Ko;ie6aJMCb. 
OAHaKo, pa3yM, npHcymHH cjiOHaM, 0Ka3ajiC5i CHJibHee crpa- 
xa h 6ecnoKOMHbie abhmcchhji hx He nepeuuiH rpaHHu, octo- 

pO>KHOCTH. TOJIbKO OAHH yncUl B BOAy, HO 3T0 6blJIO Ha He- 

rjiy6*0K0M Mecrre, y 6epera, h 3Bepb, Tpy6a h nycKaa 4>oh- 
TaHbi, 6;iarono;iyMHo Bbi6pcUiCH Ha cymy. 

Arejian nepenpaBHJi oiohob, HTo6bi ynoTpeoHTb a^w 
paGoTbi. Ha hhx HaAWiH c6pyio h 3acraBHJiH c noMoiubio 
A^iHHHbix KaHaTOB nepeTacKHBaTb nepe3 BopHC(|)eH TflK&no 
HarpyweHHbie ruiOTbi. 

Han6ojibiuyK) 3a6ory AOCTaBJia.no neuiee bohcko. Bcex, 
yMeBuiHx n/iaBaTb, Are/iafi 3acTaBHJi nepe6HpaTbCH Ha tot 
Ceper 6"e3 nocropOHHefi fiomoiuh. J\m OTAbixa hm b nyTH 
oh yKpenHJi Ha KaMeHHbix HKopsx 6peBHa, cbb3kh KaMhiwa, 
HaAyTbie 6apaHbH Mexa. ,Ho6paBiiiHCb ao hhx h yxBaTHB- 
iiiHCb pyKaMH, njioBeu, Mor nepeBeCTH Ayx h n/ibiTb Aajibiue. 

TeM, KTO HOCHJI lUTaHbl, npHKa3aH0 6hlJlO CMOHHTb HX, 

n/iOTHO 3aBji3aTb kohuu h c pa3Maxy onycTHTb ria BOAy Tan, 
MTo6bi ohh HaAy^iHCb, KaK ny3bipH. Rawe He yMeBuiHH n/ia- 
BaTb, Mor nepe6paTbC5i Ha hhx nepe3 peKy. OcT&nbHbix 
npHiujiocb nepexacKHBaTb KaHaTaMH. Pa3AeBuiHCb h npn- 
B«3aB 0Ae>KAy h opyacne Ha cnHHy, bohhm yxBaTbiBa/iwcb 
3a KOHeu KaHaTa, KOJiecHHua Ha Apyrofi CTOpoHe Tporajiacb 

H rOp51HHe KOHH, yHOCflCb B CTenb, BblTaCKHB&JIH Ha CBOH 

6eper, KaK rHraHTCKyio rpo3Ab BHHorpaAa, Kyny noJiyMCH- 
bmx jnoAew. 

Co3epuaa nepenpaBy, ^apHH pa3AyMbiBa/i o MyApocTH 
Arenas. Ot ApHMaHa 0Ha h/ih ot BceoViaroro h mhjiocth- 
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Boro Arypa-Ma3Aw? Oh c yAH&neHHeM noawaTpHBa^ Ha 
TiueAyiiJHyK) (})Hrypy rpeica, He HaxoAH b ce6e Toro npe- 
3peHH«, KOTopoe HcnbiTbiBa/i npejKAe. 

PeKa, CKO/ibKO XBaTa^ rjias, HepHena HapoAOM, nJioTa- 

MH, KOHCKHMH MOpAaMH, JIOAKaMH H3 KOMCH, CBH3KaMH OCO- 

kh. Pes ooiob h Bep6^K)AOB > onoBa KOMaHAw, BonjiH norn- 
Gaiomnx HanoJiHH/iH BopHcc|)eH myMOM BejiHKoro co6biTHH. 
Pena B3Ay.nacb ot MHowecrBa norpy>KeHHbix Ten. 

JJeCHTb TbJCHM BOHHOB, TblCflMa KOHefi, COTHH OCJIOB H 

Bep6^K>AOB norn6jivi npH nepenpaBe. 

Ill 

FIoA^HHHoe uapCTBo cTenefi, no cJiosaM Arenas, ot- 
KpbiBa^ocb TO^bKo 3a BopHC^eHOM. 3eMJiH 3Aecb o6iiiHp- 
Hee, poBHee, 6oraHe TpaBaMH h 3Bep5iMH. CTe6;w AOcrnraJiH 
To^mwHbi na^bua h CKpwBa^H BcaAHHKa c kohcm, a o6HJiHe 

UBeTOB, MX nblUJHOCTb HaBOAHJIH Ha MblCJIb o kojiaobctbc 

Te, hto 6\naroyxa;iM ahcm, 3aKpbiBa^H k Benepy cboh KaAHJib- 
HHUbi, ho Ha CMeHy hm OTKpbiBa^H naiueMKH Apyrne ueeTbi, 
pacnpocTpaHHH eiue 6o;iee tohkhh apOMaT, npoHHKaBiiiHH b 
caMoe cepAue. Jlyx, HaAJioM^eHHbifi 3a A^Hb lOMiuaHeM, cjwaji- 
KaMH, ^eBKOHMM h TB03AHK0H, nopadomajica k Benepy ynpo- 
noM, pe3eAOH, MaTMo;iofi h 6enbiM Ta6aKOM. B rpyA»x, 

OCTblBUJHX H 3aMepCTBeBUJHX, npo6y>KAajIHCb BOCnOMHHaHHH 

/iyHiuHX ahhx, 06 yujeAiueH jik>6bh. C^KHBiiiHecji c Mbicnbio 
o CMepTH HanHHajiH MenTaTb o cnacTHH. Bee name no sene- 
paM b nepCHACKOM craHe crana pa3AaBaTbca My3btKa. Bpa- 
u,a;iH ernneTCKMe Te6yHH h CHcrpbi, rpenecKHe TpnroHOHbi, 
ne^H aa/iocbi, MeMbi h MHAHficKHe a;iroa, a noA CTOHyiinie 
3ByKH HeHT-aM6yHa h xajiAeHCKoro yraoYa jik>ah xopoM 
Bbin^aKHBa^H necHH Ec})paTa h Aa^eKoro 3^aMa. B TaKHe 
Macw oCTaHaB^HBa^ocb BCSKoe ABH>KeHHe h Aaace jkhbot- 
Hbie nepecraBajiH aceBaTb. 

M CTajio Ka3aTbca nepcaiw, hto kto-to noAcnyuiHBaeT 
hx b rycTOH Tpase. yBHAeriH 0AHa>KAbi pacTpenaHHbie ace/i- 
TOBo^ocwe ro^oBbi c 6e3AOHHbiMH r\na3aMH u,BeTa 03epHOH 
BOAbi, BocxHiu,eHHo iviHAeBLUHMH Ha nepcoB. 
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— Mbi norH6;iH! — roBopwiH bohhw. — Hac 3aBenn 

B 3aBOpO>KeHHOe uapCTBo. 

3sepH h nTMUbi Tenepb He 6e>KajiH ot JX&pm. Mx bh- 
A,e/in b h3o6h/ihh. Oco6eHHO 6eccTpauiHbiMM- 6i>ijih bojikh. 
Ohh name Bcero noAXOAHjm k Bep6jiiOAaM, KorAa Te nac- 
jiHCb bo BpeMH OTAbixa. FIpHB^eKa^ co6^a3H nepeKycHTb 
AJiHHHyio uieio Bep6^K»KbK). Ho uieH 6bum 3aH0C4HBo hoa- 

HHTbl. TorAa CKH(j)CKHH 3Bepb .TI0>KHJICfl Ha 3eMJIK) H HrpHBO 

KaTajicji no Tpase, noica He Bbi3biBa^ >KryMero jno6onbiTCTBa 
rop6aToro JKHBOTHoro. Aohah Ao KpaMHeft crreneHH yAHB- 
jieHHji, Bep6jiH>A npoTarHBan 3MeHHyio ro-rcoBy k KaTaiome- 
Myc3 miyGicy h norn6aji. 

HOMbK) npHXOAH/IH AMKHe KOHH H yBOAHJIH C C060H JIO- 

uiaAeH ,HapH3. 

«Em,e HeMHoro h jiioah HaMHyT yxoAHTb», — noAyMa^ 
uapb. 

Co6cTBeHHaa ero HeyKpOTHMocrb nocTeneHHo ocrrbiBa- 
jia. MeABjiHoe Mapeso paccnatfjijufo, 3aTyMaHHBa;io rojiOBy. 
Bee name jiobrh ceoa Ha cyeTHbix Mbicnax, He othochbiiihx- 

cji k BOHHe, BnaAa^i b o6ojibCTHTejibHbie rpe3bi — bhacji 
CTpaHHbie cymecTBa, 6em>ie ropOAa, xpaMbi, nwiuHbie rpo6- 
HHUbi. Boftnea, hto bohhckhh Ayx coBceM noKHHeT ero. 

IV 

KaK-To paHO yTpOM oh Bbiuie;i H3 maTpa h npouieji k 
xojviy MecTy, rAe nacnacb ero wyAecHaa Koo*bi;iHua. Eh ot- 
BeAeH 6wji o6iuHpHbiH ;iyr, KyAa He CMe;i crrynaTb hh oamh 
KOHb. Uapio xoTejiocb ycnwuiaTb THxoe pacaHbe b OTBeT Ha 
cboh 30B h nor^aAMTb B^a>KHyK>, nponaxuiyio ubctohhoh 
nbi^buoH rpHBy. BbiJio CBeivio, ho jiarepb cnaji KpenKHM 
yTpeHHHM chom. OcBe>KeHHbift h 6oApbiH, oh noAomeji K 
pocHCTOH nana He. 

KoGbuiHua He mnnajia TpaBbi h He noAHHMajia Ha- 
BCTpeny CTpofiHyio, KaK crpe^a, meio — 0Ha HrpHBo 6*era- 
jia no Jiyry, H3BHBa&Cb 3MeeH, h npy>KHHHCTaa noxoAKa ee 
noKa3a^acb flapnio rpauH03Hee, neM BcerAa. 

Oh B3AporHy^ ot rHesa. OieAOM 3a Heio 6era^ cepbiH 
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crenHOH mepeCeu, noKycbman ee to c two 6ona, to c Apy- 
roro. >Kepe6eu 6uji HH3eHbKHH, .noxMaTbiH. Kojnonne Tpa- 
Bbi rycro BonejiHCb b ero xboct, ho npOBOpcrBO h jjpocrb, c 
KOTopofi oh Beprejicji nepeA Heio — to onHCbiBaa KpyrH, to 
noAHHMaacb Ha aw6w h uiecTBya Ha 3aAHHX Horax — bh- 
ahmo, HpaBHJiHCb eft. £ep30CTb ero 6buia Bbiuue bcjikoh 
Mepw. Uapb WAan, KorAa oHa pa3M03>KHT ero cbohmh ko- 
nbiTaMH, ho OHa jinuib oner k a 3aKHAbiBa.ua hx, hto6m cAe- 
jiaTb ABHMceHHe co6Via3HHTe^bHbiM KpynoM. y flapna no- 
TeMHeno b rvia3ax. Oh BHAe^, KaK >Kepe6eu Tepca 06 Hee 
cbohm KpenKHM tcjiom, KaK OHa Apoaca^a ot npHKOCHOBe- 
hhh h HepBHO B3BH3rHBana. OHa OT6erana Ha HecKOJibKO 
maroB h JKA&na ero npHtfjiHHteHHfl. 

M bot cBepuiHjiocb... OHa crana Ao6uneft crenHHKa Ha 
r;ia3ax y csoero noBe^HTerw. 

— Konbe! Konbe! 

BbixBaTHB apothk y noAoejKaBiiiero BOHHa, uapb 6po- 
ch;i ero H30 Bcetf chjiw. Ko6biJiHua TOJibKO Tenepb noBep- 
Hyjia ra/ioBy Ha ero KpHK. B sto BpeMji b iueK> eft BOH3H^ocb 

>Ke^e30. OHa B3BH^acb Ha amou h rpoxHyjiacb. 

rioHMaTb! — KpHKHy^ uapb, yKa3biBa^i Ha >Ke- 
pe6ua. 

riapcJ)flHe h na^aroHUbi co Bcex cropon Seaca^H k 
HeMy. IlojiHbiH HeAaBHero CHacrba, crenHHK ctojiji, paccraBH 
Horn, h, Ka3a^ocb, He noHHMaji npoHCXOAflmero. Bo^biuHe 
rcia3a otokohho ocMaTpHB&nH oerymjix jiioAeft. Ho noAny- 

CTHB HX 6.HH3K0, OH pBaHyflCJI C TaKOH 6bICTpOTOH, HTO HH- 

kto He ycnen 6pocHTb hh Konbfl, hh apKaHa. Uapb npHCra- 
bh;i hohc k rop;iy npeABOAHTejia na^^aroHCKOH cothh h 
npoxpHneji eMy b nooVieAHesiijee jihuo, mto oh He yBHAHT 
BocxoAa cojiHua, eaiH He AOcraBHT Aep3Koro kohh. 

Hananacb noroHfl no coHHOMy .narepK). noBepjKeHHbie 
^k>ah, copBaHHbie na^aTKH oTMenajiH ee nyTb. BbipBaBuiHCb 
H3 jia6*HpHHTa iiiaTpos, iKepe6eu HbipHyji b rymy nepcHA- 
cKoro Ta6yHa. Ta6yH 6bui 6o^biiioH h, KorAa Ha Hero c KpH- 
kom ycrpeMH^HCb nacJwiaroHuw, — mapaxHy^cji Ha cnasuiee 
no coceACTBy bohcko. HeMano jnoAeft ocra^ocb b 3to yTpo 
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jiexcaTb HascerAa. >Kepe6eu CKpbiJica H3 rvia3. CHoea ero 
yBHA^iH, KorAa oh 6*bui AaneKo h buxoakui b OTKpbrryio 
crenb. C OTMaflHHeM ntGHyimix, na(fwiaroHu.bi ycrpeMHJiHCb 
TyAa, ho crenHOH KOHb MHanca, naK BeTep, h CKopo nponaji 
H3 BHAy. AapHH >KAa/i y maTpa. Oh Bejie/i y6HTb Bcex cto- 
h em mx Ha crpa>Ke b 3Ty HOHb h Tenepb HeTepne^HBo no- 
CMaTpHBa^ b Ty cropOHy, OTKyAa AOJiatHbi 6biJiH npHBecTH 
crenHjiKa. TioKa3ajiHCb BcaAHHKH. 3to 6bui Mera(Ta3 c u,ap- 
ckoh oxpaHOH. rioAtexaB, oh pacnaxHyji rmam h 6pocmi k 
HoraM £apHfl rojiosy HanajibHHKa nacjwiaroHCKofi cothh. 

V 

npHd^HKa^acb BenHKayi Honb. ATOcca nyBCTBOBajia 
3to He no OAHOMy TOJibKO 6e3yMHK» CKH(})a, B03pacTaBineMy 
c KajKAbiM AHeM. CaMa crenb, KypHBuiaacfl no BenepaM to 
jim TyMaHaMH, to jih o^JiaKaMH ubctohhom nbuiH, B03Bem,a- 
jia ee 6jiH30CTb. 

HacrynjieHHe ee OTMeneHO 6buio He6biBajibiM 6e3MOJi- 

BHeM. 

He ycneiio creMHeTbca, a y>Ke nTHUbi h 3Bepn yMOJiiuiH, 

CTpOHHbie MaJIbBbI 3aCTbUIH, yCTpeMHB BBblCb CBOH MaiueHKH. 

3a hhmh noAHflJi onymeHHyio rojioBy noACOJiHewHHK, BbiTfl- 
Hyjiacb KOHone^b, pacnpaBHJia neTbipexrpaHHbie CTe6jw 
ApeMyKa. Bee 3ejieHoe uapCTBo 3aMepJio b jieTaprHH. Ot 3a- 
KaTa co/iHu,a ao Hacryn/ieHHfl TeMHOTbi cTenb npeBpaTHJiacb 

B XpaM, TAe B03HOCHJIHCb MHJIJIHOHbl MOJIHTB O HHCnOC/iaHHH 

6^aroAaTH. Groana xpycrajibHafl THuiHHa. M noKopjiacb ee 
cHJie, nepCHACKHH crraH TaK>Ke npHTHx h ycnyji. 

KaK To^bKO nponajin nocjieAHHe oTCBeTbi 3apH, MHp 
norpy3HJicji b Tanyio TbMy, KaKofi He 6biBa/io ot Ha^aJia 
BcejieHHOH. OAHHOKne rojioca 3Byna/iH poo*KO, HeyBepeHHO. 

riOTOM H OHH 3aTHXJIH. 

TorAa uapnua hcho nonyBCTBOBajia 30B crenen. Oh 
HanajiCH mcjikoh Apombio, KaK ot 03H06a, h nepeuie/i b ry/i- 
Koe cepAue6neHHe. HeM THiiie craHOBH^ocb b nojiax, TeM 
jipne ruiaMfl TpesorH. LUeKH to rope^n, to 3acTbiBaJiH, KaK 
MpaMOpHbie. OHa noHjuia, OTHero, hhoh pa3, KOHb, bcio 
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>KH3Hb BepHo cny»cHBii]HH xo3j!HHy, nepecraBavi ecrb nuieHo, 

pa3/iaMbiBa^ ctohjio m c 6ecnoKOHHbiM pwaHbeM ytferaji b 

nojie. 

ApeBHflg poAHHa npH3biBana h MaHH/ia. 

ATOCca 6ecuiyMHOH TeHbio Bbiui^a M3 maTpa. Ha Ka>K- 
Aom uiary HaTbiKajiacb Ha croiiuHe Te^a, BbinpfliKeHHbie ko- 
jiecHHUbi, rpy^bi noKJiawH. npouj^o mhofo BpeMeHH, npe>KAe 

MeM xpana h coHHoro AbixaHHfl He crsuio cnbiuiHO. Pa3A&- 
Ba^ocb To^bKO (})bipKaHbe nacyiuHxca KOHefi. OHa BbixoAHJia 
b crenb. 

T^a3a He xotc^h npHBbwaTb b tcmhotc MepemwjicH 
CBeT, HeacHbie npeAMeTbi, cHHHe, 3e^eHbie otSjicckh, 6ejie- 
coBaTbie crycTKH TyMaHa. 

Koraa nacymwecfl Ta6yHbi ocrra^HCb no3aAH h uapnua 
iu^a no HecMHTofi TpaBe, ao Hee AOJieTeJiH JKyiomHe seyKH. 
KaK b cBeTe Koerpa, B03HHKJia napa kohch c HHcnaAaBiuHMH 
Ao/iy rpHBaMH. K hhm kto-to npH6jm>K&ncH rojibifi, c Hep- 
hoh, Kax HOHb, 6opOAOH. A KpyroM nepe3pejibie iiianKH nHO- 
hob uBeTa 3apH. Cbct hcxoahji, Ka3a^ocb, ot hhx. U,apnua 
nomna npowb m BHAeHHe nponano. Tenepb hh TyMaHOB, hh 
mopoxoB, To^bKo 3anaxH pe3eAw, Ma6"peua Aa ioMuiaH». B 
3Ty HOMb nax^a Ka>KAaa 6biJiHHKa h Ka>KAbiw bchhhk pac- 
KpbiBaji a^asacTp c AyxaMH. To 6bin H3biK ubctob, co3peB- 

UJHX A^IH JHOOOBHblX Cn^eTeHHH. B 3Ty HOHb OHH B3bIBaJlH 

crrpacTH h TOMH^HCb nocneAHeH Heron. ATOCca nyBCTBOBaJia 
hx npHKocHOBeHMfl CKB03b MOKpoe npHJiHnmee njiaTbe h 
aibimana 6e3MojiBHyio penb, ToporviHByio noBecrb o jkh3hh, 
npo>KHTofi b o>KHAaHHH eAHHCTBeHHoro KpaTKoro MHra H 
TO/ibKo paAH Hero. 

He uBeTaM jih oncpbrra TafiHa Tpex KpyroB 6;ia>KeH- 
CTBa? J 

npo^Hpaacb bo TbMe, OHa, KaK b pomy, 3auuia b sa- 
ponin 6y P b5iHa, noxoAHBUJHe Ha osapeHHbiH H3 H yTp H jiec. 
MHpHaAM cBeivianKOB ocBema^H hx aaieHbuiii c|)OHapHKaMM. 
' n P H3bIBHb <e, no^Hbie crpacrH ophh ™6bh, 3 a>K>KeH- 

HCKonK^r HepB » MKaMH > B ^™ HeoTBpaxHMo; B Ka>K A OH 
HCKopKe CBerH^ocb 6e 3 AOHHoe. Uapnua noH^a, hto ec™ b 

138 



Ae6pax KH3HH, TaKHx me rviyxHx h HenpoxoAHMbix, ji\oah 
He cxoaht c yMa, to TOJibKO noTOMy, hto, KaK 3tm neperwie- 
raiomHecji cre6;iH, 03apeHbi cbctom cnacTMi, crpyflinHMca 
H3 HeBeAOMoro MHpa. 

riona OHa croH/ia, 3asopo>KeHHa$i BHAeHHeM, Koro-TO 

C UiyMOM npOBOJIOKJIH COBCeM 6J1H3KO, TaK HTO CJlblUieH 6bUl 

xpycT 6ypbjiHa. M cjicaom KpaAyiuaaca nocrynb, ocropoac- 
Hoe pa3ABnraHHe TpaBbi. 

KaK To^bKO uiopoxH yAa^H^HCb, napnua nom^a, npo- 
AHpaacb, CKB03b namy. Ha no;iflHe, KyAa OHa BbiSpa^acb, 
cBeTJijiHKH npona;iH, nepeA Heio CHOBa 3H$uia HOHb h MHpo- 
Boe npocrrpaHCTBo. 

yyy! Ty-ry-ry-yy! — pa3Aa^ocb HaA caMofi ro.no- 
bom TaK rpoMKo, hto uapHua npwce.na. Yjiajmnch, KpMK no- 
BTOpHJicfl ABa>KAbi. OHa noHfljia, hto sto 4>hjihh, ho AO^ro 
He Morvia noAaBHTb crpaxa, pa36y>KeHHoro OTnajiHHbiM Bon- 
jieM. CepAue 3a6H;iocb eme CHJibHee, KorAa nepe3 HeKo- 
xopoe BpeMH yoibiuiajia. Morynee pmaHbe. £a.neK0, Ha Kpaio 
CTenn, 3aroBopH^a mrina. Uapnua ocTaHOBwiacb, m Bee 
cmojiko. OHa TpoHy.nacb, h Tanna CHOBa 3aroBopHjia b 
Apyrofi CTopoHe. IIotom nocrcbiaia;iHCb OTAa^eHHbie yAa- 
pw Mo^OTa no me^e3y h, coBceivi (5jih3ko, BKpaAHHBbifi mo- 
noT. KaKHMH rojiocaMH, BbiKpHKaMH, TpeneTaHHeM napycoB, 
cbhctom BeTpa HanojiHH.nacb CTenb, KorAa ATOCca 6pocH- 
jiacb 6e>KaTb! HeM Gbicrpee 6e>Ka.rca, TeM cwjibHee uiyivie;ia 
CTenb. U,BeTbi uen^ji^HCb 3a Horn, 3a pyKH, pBa^H OAeacAy. 
Bema^a, noKa He ynajia 6e3 chji. 

M onjiTb HenpoHHuaeMaa THUiHHa. 

TAe-To 3Be3Aon BcnwxHy^ oroHeK. npHHHMaa ero 3a 
o6jwaH, u,apHU,a 3aKpbuia rvia3a h >KAajia, ho KorAa OTKpbijia 
CHOBa, oroHeK npoAOJiatan ropeTb. 

OHa HauiJia b ce6e chum nofiTH npjiMo Ha Hero. npeA- 
crraBHJiocb, 6yAT0 jictht CKB03b MpaK Ha AajieKyio iwaHeTy. 
TjiMcejibiH iwaccHB, HeBHAHMbifi, ho yraAbiBaeMbifi, bo3hhk 
nepeA Heft. OHa crojuia y noAHOiKwi KypraHa. Cbct TenJiMjica 
Ha caMOH ero BepiuHHe; rope^ bock b KaMeHHofi name poB- 
HbiM, HeMHraiomHM n^aMeHeM. Hauia cron^a nepeA nepHofi 
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craTyeH, ocBeiuaa orpoMHbiH Kpyrviuft hchbot, MeuiKH rpy- 
Aeii h pacruibiBiueecfl KaMeHHoe jihuo 6e3 noX6opOAKa. Alna- 
AeHHecKHe nnemi h pyKH, npHpocuine k Teny, no-JwryiueMbH 
corHyTbie KOpoTKHe Horn. 

Uapnua 3atiuia c Apyrofi cropoHbi h CHJiy3T o6o3Ha- 
hhjich nepHofi KOHycoo6pa3Hofi Maccofi. 

BorMHfl ! 

To-noc ee Hauje^ OT3ByK, B03rjiacbi jipoCTH, ctohw h 
ujyM 6opb6bi. IloTOM Topon^HBbie mam, nopbiBHcroe am- 
xaHMe. Kto-to rpy6o cxBamn ee 3a nnemi h OHa JiHiiiHJiacb 

HyBCTB. 
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He 6bijio MeviOBeKa b BoiicKe, KOTopbifl 6bi He no6.neA- 
Hea npH bccth 06 HCMe3HOBeHHH uapHUbi. TojibKO noTepa 
3HaMeHH > CAana KpenocrH, noTyxaHHe CBjiiueHHoro orHa 

MOMH CpaBHJITbCJI C 3THM (JeACTBHeM. 

06peqeHbi ! Bee, Bee o6peneHbi ! — uieirranHCb Meat- 
Ay co6oh HcnyraHHbie jiioah. 

06bicKa^H OKpecTHOCTb, ho HamjiH TOJibKO Tpyn 34>h- 
ona. Oh Jieynan co BcnopoTbiM jkhbotom y noAHO>Kb$i Kyp- 
raHa, c BepuiHHbi KOTOporo Tapaiuwiocb jihuo TeMHoro 
HAOJia. TorAa 3o6a3 BOTKHyji b 3eM/no Men h pHHyjica Ha 
Hero. Ho yAapoM Horn ero ycnejiH OT6pocHTb b cropOHy. 
CBH3aHHoro npHBejiH nepeA jihuo AapH». 

y uapfl npH CTpaiiJHOM H3BecTHH He AporHyji hh oahh 
Mycicyji, TOJibKO najibubi TaK ctksuih pyKOflTKy KHHacajia, 
hto KpoBb 6pbi3Hyjia H3-noA HonreH. 

Tbi ee noTepaji, tw ee h HaiiAemb, — CKa3aji oh 
3o6a3y. 

EMy Aa^M ABe thcjihh BcaAHHKOB. JXpyron otpha co- 
craBHJiH H3 naMcJwjiHHueB h jihkhhucb c CapneAOHOM BO 
rjiase. TpeTHH, nepCHACKHw oTpHA, nopyHHJiH ro6pwacy. 
Mm BeJieJiH pa3T>exaTbca b pa3Hbie cropoHbi h o6biCKaTb 
bck> CTenb. 



BepHyTbca MOiKeTe TOJibKO c uapHuefi! 



i 
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nyTEM AOPOAMTbl 

I 

IlouieAiiiHe c CapneAOHOM npHHaAJieKa^H k wncjiy 3a- 
paaceHHbix AyxoM HenoBHHOBeHHji. yTOMJieHHbie noxoAOM, 
ohm Tenepb h3.tihjih 3aTaeHHyio 3Jio6y b OTKpbiTOM hoho- 
lueHHH HMeHH uapH. CapneAOH cribiuia^ HacjvieuiKH h HaA 
co6*ofi. ^eMCTBHTenbHO ;ih oh cuh rjiasica, repowcKH naB- 
mero b 6opb6e c nepcaMM? HeT, oh 6hji noAMeHeH b AeT- 
ctbc KpoBb TjiaBKa He MoateTb Tenb b KHJiax uapcicoro 
pao*a. TeHb on^a OTBeprHer ero, KorAa oh hbhtch k Heft b 
uapcTBe MepTBbix. 

CapneAOH 3Ha/i, hto ot Hero nocTOHHHo KAa^H cMe- 
jioro uiara k CBep>fteHHio HH03eMHoro nra, h He C*yAb oh TaK 
ocTopojKeH, 6bin 6b\ BTjmyT b 3aroBop npoTHB uapji. Ho 
m caM oh, BbicnyiKHBaacb nepeA J.apHeM, BTaflHe HeHasH- 
Aeji ero. KorAa Hana^os ckh^ckhA noxoA, oh 3arope^c5i Be- 
jihkoh HaAe>KAOH. TawHWH ro^oc noACica3biBa^, hto u,apb 
CAejia^ jioHCHbifi uiar h AOJiJKeH norH^HyTb. riyra^a TOJibKO 
onacHOCTb norndHyTb BMecre c hhm. Ho otbct opatcyjia b 
BpaHXHAax, KOToporo oh aanpocnji, ycnoKOH.n ero: 

«Tbi yMpeuib b tot A^Hb, KorAa He b coctohhhh 6y- 
Aeuib HaAeTb ih,ht Ha pyicy». TojiKOBaTe^w yawaTpHBajiH b 

3T0M yKa3aHMe Ha npOAOJDKHTfcribHyK) >KH3Hb H MHpHyK) 
KOHMHHy. 

Oh exaji MOJina, norpyMceHHbiw b cboh mhghh. ripoxo- 

AHJIH CypOBOH MeCTHOCTbK), yCeHHHOH KpynHblMH KaMHJIMH, 

de^eBLUHMH, Kan nepena, b TpaBe. Ha hhx chac^h oojibuiHe 
nepHbie hthum. B oahom MecTe HaTKHyjwcb Ha CKe^eTbi 
jHOAeft h KOHefi c npopocuieM MOKAy peopaMH jkcctkoh 
Tpason. 

141 



Mw He noHAeM aa^bwe! — 3aicpHHajiH bohhu. 
Tbi xoneiiJb, hto6u Hauin kocth 3aBTpa TaK ace 3a6ejieJiH 

B nOflflx! 

CapneAOH nonyBCTBOBaji, hto sto eme He 6ynr t h BJia- 

CTHO 3aCTaBHVI MATH. 

BeHepoM oTKpbi^acb nojuma, ycTaB-neHHaa pflAaMH Mac- 

CHBHblX KaMeHHblX CT0Jl60B, H306pa>KaBUIHX pbl6 H 3Mefi c 

y^bi6aiomMMHCH nacrHMH h yAHBjieHHbiMH nia3aMH. Hacry- 
na^o BpeMH Hon/iera, ho bohcko He xoTe^o pacnoaaraTbca 
B03^e ckh(})CKhx 6oroB. npoiii^H, HecMOTpfl Ha TbMy, ein,e 
HecKOJibKo craAHfi. KocTpOB He pa3B0AHJiH, cnaJiH Ha ixwioh 
3eM^e. 

yTpoM CapneAOH npoCHyjica ot KpHKa. JImkhhum my- 
Mejw h 6era^H no nojno. I~IoA03peBa5i HecnacTbe, oh bcko- 
mh^ h era^ HaAeBaTb opy>KHe, ho peMHg, Ha KoropoM noA- 
BeujHBa^cji Men, He oKa3ajiocb: ot Hero ocranHCb MeviKHe 
KycoMKH. CxeaTHB iuht, oh h Ha HeM He o6Hapy>KHJi KO>Ka- 
Hbix nopyMHefi. 3y6*bi ero 3acTy4a/iH. HeyacejiH sto h ecrrb. 
tot AeHb, KorAa oh He b coctohhhh HaAeTb iuht Ha pyKy? 
TyT oh 3aMemn, mto bohhm c ocreppeHeHHeM AaBjrr mh- 
uieH. HH3eHbKa» TpaBa, noKpbiBaBujaa nojiatiy, KHiuejia 
3BepbKaMH. HoMbK) ohh crpbi3^w Bee Ko>KaHbie HacTH Aocne- 

XOB H y MHOrHX crpbi3^H caHAa^HH. 

CapneAOHa c KpHKOM OKpy>KH^H. 

Tw BeAeiub Hac b nacTb cMepTH! Tw 6o;iee acecTOK, 
MeM .HapHH! He AyMafi, mto, npo;iHB Hauiy KpoBb, cdepe- 
Mceuib cbok) co6cTBeHHyio! Ha3aA! Ha3aA! 

CapneAOH ycMexHy^ca: Ha3aA — 3to h ecrb b nacTb 

CMepTH. 

Ho ohh pa3yjvie^H He B03BpaiueHHe b napcKHH Jiarepb, 

a aomoh — k HteHaM h AeTHM. 

Be3yMuw! TbiCHHH craAHH, acchtkh peic, ropw h 

Mope OTAe^aioT Hac ot poahwx o6HTa^Hiu,. 3th jih npenjrr- 

CTBHH HaAeeTecb bm OAO^eTb? M He 6oHTecb bm nvioAa, ah- 
khx aneivieH h 3Bepefi? 

JIioah npeAnoHHTa^H yMepeTb Ha nyTH k AOMy, Meiw b 
He/ienbix noHCKax uapnubi. Bo36y>KAeHHe Ha stot pa3 6bi- 
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jio TaK bcjihko, hto CapneAOH nonyBCTBOBaji hcbo3mo>k- 

HOCTb COnpOTHB^eHHfl. MpaHHbie npeAMyBCTBHJl OXBaTHJIM 

h ero caMoro. TpoHyBuiHCb b nyTb, oh otkjiohhjioi, b yro- 
Ay BOMCKy, ot yKa3aHHoro eMy Hanpas^eHHjj m CBepHyji b 
CTOpoHy, c ue^bio odorHyTb nepCHACKHH jiarepb. 

KaK TOJIbKO JIHKHHU,bl y3Hajin, HTO HAyT Ha3aA K AOMy, 

ohh cra^H neTb, CMeaTbca h secb A^Hb 6biJiH cHaciviHBbi, 
KaK AeTH. Ha nyTM hm nonaAa^HCb 3aKpbiTbie rjiHH&Hbie 
cocyAW c o6ropeBuiHMH kocthmh, ctohbiuhc Ha bmcokhx 
KaMeHHbix n/ibio'ax, 6peBHa, BOTKHyTbie b 3eMJiio c Haca^eH- 
hhmh Ha hhx kohckhmh TymaMH, 6biHbM Hepena Ha mecrax. 
noAi>exaB k BbicoKOH Kywe xBopocrra, yBHAe^H o6e3rviaB- 
jieHHoe Te^o, riepeA hhm TOpH&rc Men ocTpneM BBepx, no- 

KpblTblfi, KaK pJKaBHHHOH, 3aneKLIieHCfl KpOBbK). HO 3TO He 

Bbi3bisa^o crpaxa. C Tex nop, KaK peuiHJiHCb yfiTH aomoh, 
TaHHbi h yacacw CTeneft — otouijih b npoujjioe. Ka3a^ocb, 
y>Ke ceroAHH o6HHMyT pOAHbix h 6jih3Khx. 

Ho He ycne^o cojiHue CKJiOHHTbca k 3eMJie, KaK HeH3- 
BecrHO OTKyAa noaBHJiacb KOHHHua. 

CKH(J)bI ! 

Po6khc naM^H^HHUbi c6e>KajiHCb k CapneAOHy, KaK 
UbinJiHTa k HaceAKe, a oh, CMymeHHbm BCMaTpHBajica b kohch 

H B OAOKAbI Hae3AHHK0B. OHH 6bIJIH He CKH(j)CKHe. npuCjiH- 

3HJiacb He6o;ibuia$i KyHKa. B Heft y3HaJiH nepcoB. 

CapneAOH npnitfiji bha nanoBeKa, o6paAOBaBmeroca 
HeoJKHAaHHOH BCTpene. Oh o6?»acHHJi noA^exaBiuHM kohhh- 
KaM, hto c6wicn c nyTH, h cnpocivi, KaK ohh cioAa nonajiH. 
To <5buiH- juojw TodpHa3a, exaBiuero Ha noHCKH Atoccm. 
ro6pHa3 Tpe6oBa^ ero k ce6e. CapneAOH npocTpaHHo h 
MHoropeHHBo paccKa3a^ eMy, KaK 3a6.nyAH.ncH b cTenw, KaK 
He3aMeTH0 ajw ce(5fl otkjiohh;ic5i ot CBoero HanpaBjieHHfl. 
riepc onyuian, HaxjwypHB (5poBH. B rojioce naM(j)H;iHHu.a 
y^OBH^ (})a^biiib. He nponyocaa hh OAHoro cnoBa, oh cne- 
ahji rjia3aMH 3a npnoViHMceHHeM cbohx BcaAHHKOB, e3AHB- 
uihx k BoficKy CapneAOHa. Oahh H3 hhx, noAJieTes, Ha- 
rHy-rcca k caMOMy yxy caTpana. 

M3MeHa! — 3aKpHHa^ To6pHa3. 
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Oh pa3py6mi CapneAOHy nvioBy mchom h, pHHyBiiiHCb 
BnepeA, yB^eK 3a cooofi ece bohcko. 

3a OAHH AeHb JIHKHHUbl H naMe)>HJIHHUbI npeBpaTHJIHCb 

b TO/iny 6poA*u\ KaK jiHCTba no Berpy, 3aKpy>KHJiHCb ohh 
npH nepBOM yAape nepcos. BbicoKaa TpaBa norjiom/ia hx 
Tena. 



II 

Bohcko 3o6a3a TperHfi AeHb 6jiyyKA3Jio no crenH. Ko- 

BblJIb CMeHH.nCfl nOflblHbK), nOJlblHb UIHpOKHMH nOJIHMH 

6ypbHHa. Bohcko MpaMHano, h 3o6a3y npnxoAHJiocb o6Ha- 
maTb Men h xeaTaTb 3a ropjio crponTHBbix. Oh MyBCTBOB&rr, 
mto CKopo He b cocTOSHHH 6yACT yAep>KaTb HX, H MOJIHJI 

He6o o HHCnocjiaHHH hccthoh 6htbu, b KOTOpoA mop 6m 
nacTb. 

yrpioMo rjiHflji Ha HanHHaBuiHe yBjuaTb iuieTbi, 6e- 
)KaBujHe noA KonwTa kohs, oh He3aMeTH0 npH6jiH3H.nc$i k 
xojimhctoh rpaAe. B3JieTeB Ha rpe6eHb, nepcbi ocrraHOBH- 
/iHCb b H3yM^eHHH: Mope! 

3to 6uji Jiec. BecKOHeHHbiH, KaK crenb, oh poc b rpo- 
MaAHOH /ioiu,HHe h TeMHbie bo/ihu ero BepxyuieK KaTHjwcb 
AO caivtoro ropH30HTa. 3to 6bui nepBbifl Jiec c Tex nop, KaK 
ohh cnycTHJiHCb c 4>paKHHCKHx rop. Bha ero HaBejiJi Ha 
3o(5a3a TOCKy 6e3HaAOKHOCTH, tomho sto 6bui Kpaft 3eMJiH. 
Oh y>Ke xoTe^ noBopaMHBaTb kohh, KorAa eMy yKa3a^H Ha 
KocjwaTbix JHOAew, 3acTbiBuiHx b no3ax oneHen, 3acjibimaB- 
ujhx Bpara. Ohh MrHOBeHHo Hcne3JiH, KaK TOJibKO nonyB- 
CTBOBajiH, mto hx 3aMeTHJiH. TorAa bohcko BHxpeM cny- 
CTHJiocb b ;iecHyio AOJiHHy. BeTBH 6h/ih no rvia3aM, uen- 
^H/iHCb 3a OAeacAy, 3acTHJia^H nyTb. Couijih c KOHefi. 

Jiec HawHHajiCH Becejioft AyooBOH nopocvibio, TaKOH ry- 
ctoh, mto CKB03b Hee HaAO 6hu\o npOAHpaTbcji. Ho MeM AaJib- 
me — TeM AepeBbH KpynHee h Bbime uiaTep jihctbm. Cry- 
Ma^H ahtjiw, c xoxotom B3JieTa/iH TeTepeBa, a HaA rojiOBOH; 
nbiuiHodopOAoro 3o6a3a crpeKOTana nHMyra, nepe^eTaa c 

CyMKa Ha CyMOK. HH JIK>ACKHX, HH 3BepHHb!X TpOn, TOJIbKO 
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KpyaceBHofi KOBep nanopoTHHKOB, aoxoahbuihx ao KCwieH. 
Jlec rycro, HeyMOJiMHO ryA&i. 

3o6a3 ynwBajicji Mbiaibio, KaK pu6y b ceTM, nowMaTb 
Bpara b iunpoKHfi oxBaT, kotophm uijio no Jiecy ero boh- 
cko. Oh pa3py6H^ rojiosy HenoKOpHOMy BOHHy, KaK mnbKO 
tot Bbipa3H^ Ke^aHHe noBepHyTb Ha3aA. 

BCflKHli, KTO 3TO CA^aeT, HaTKHeTCfl Ha MOM Men! 

Ho TaHHCTBeHHbix jiiOAefi He 6wjio. 

CyMpaK Jieca THroTH^ noaie crenHbix npocropoB. 
KorAa ace ;wcTBeHHbie AepeBbfl CMeHHJiHCb ApeMyMHM oopoM 
c 6poH30BbiMH CTBonaMH coceH h nHpaMHAaMH ejieR — nep- 

Cbl COBCeM npHTHXJIH. 

/I,a/ieKO noaibiuiajiCH KpHK h eMy otbcth^ Apyroft, em,e 
Aajibuie. Kpn^a^ He 3Bepb, He nTHua, He nejioBeK. 

M3 CK^aAOK noTpenaHHbix OAeacA crrajin H3B.neKaTb ny- 

3bIpbKH CO CBHlUeHHOfi KOpOBbeH MOMefl h OKpoawiH ce6% 

ew. BepHBuiHe b xajiAeficKHe 3aiuiHHaHH$i, npHBeuiHB&riH k 
ApeBKaM KonHH MeAHoro HAO-ia c BbinyneHHbiMH rjia3aMH. 

KpHK noBTOpHJica coBceM <5jih3ko. riepcbi nOMyBCTBOBaJIH 

ce(5a bo B^acTH ApHMaHa. Ohh AaBa^H o6eT y6HTb ABe tw- 
cahh jijiryuieK h >Ka6, Tbicany 3Men, ABe TbicflHH nayKOB h 
TapaKaHOB. KpoMe Toro, ohh o6paTHJiHCb k 3anpemeHHOMy 
^lapHeM pHTya^y MaroB: o6pe3bma;iH K;ioHbfl bojioc h ny- 
ck&/ih no BeTpy, o6boahjih rjia3a, H03ApH, yiun h pOT 6ejioft 
KpacKOH, OTpeKa^HCb ot CBoero hmchh, BbiAaBaa ceCa 3a 
djiaronecTHBbix OTinenbHHKOB. 

3o6a3 peBe^, KaK pa3-bapeHHbifi 6biK. 

— Bw He BOHHbi, ho Kypw, 6oflmHecH KpHKa »crpe6a! 
noHCTHHe, uapb 0Ka)KeT Be^HwaHiiiyio MMjiocrb, ecjiH BejiHT 
OTpy^HTb BaM rojioBbi. Bw aoctohhw (5biTb pacnjrrbiMH Ha 
3thx AepeBbyix! 

Oh ABHHy^ BnepeA bohcko, KaK CABHraiOT Tji>Ke;ibift 
K0pa(5jib c Mejin. OTKpbiJiacb noji»Ha c rycrofl nuiemmeH h 
h c TopnamHMH H3 Hee otfropejibiMH nHBMH. Bbicoxuiee ot 
crapocTH Aepeso npocrHpano HaA hhboS KOdviflBbie cy- 
HbH, a Ha hhx, KaK cne^bie roiOAbi, bhccjih 6bmbH h o;ieHbH 
Mepena BMeqre c noJiyHcnvieBiiiHMH uiKypaMH 3Bepefi. 

145 



Bha noceBa oceHH^ 3o6a3a sejiimaftuiePi Aorajucofi o 
6^h3octh ckh(J>ckhx noce^eHHtf. Oh noH$i;i TanHy HeyjioBM- 
mocth HOMaAOB h 6ecno;ie3HOCTb 6^y>KAaHHji uapa no crre- 
nn. Bpar yKpbiBaeTCH b ;iecHOH rjiyuiH. EMy, 3o6a3y, eunano 
Ha aojho HafiTH kjiioi k no6eAe h k dbicrpOMy 0K0HMaHHK> 
BouHbi. OiaAKHH xMcnb npeACTOflmefi cnaBbi yAapHji b ro- 
jioBy h oh norHa^ csoe bohcko Aa^biue. Tenepb Jiec nouieji 
Heo6biKHOBeHHbiH, HeBHAaHHbiK, c 6ejibiMH CTBo^aMH Ae- 
peBbeB, tohho o6^htwmh mo^okom. JlHCTBa nax/ia CBOKO, 
onb«H5Home. Xpycr B&ne>KHHKa, HcnyraHHbie B03iviacbi h 
rojina, c6e>KaBuiajiC5i k HeMy, npepB&nn rpe3bi 3o6a3a. M3 

OTpblBOMHblX BOCK^HUaHHH OH nOHSMI, HTO JIK>AH TOJIbKO HTO 

BHAejiH ywacHbix AyxoB. rioo$iBUJHCb, b cnynae HenpaBAbi, 
noKapaTb 6ervieuoB, oh npHKa3&n bccth k TOMy Mecrry. 

Ero npHBe^w k 03epy c tohkhmh 6*eperaMH h nax^biMH 
AepeBu,aMH no KpaflM. MecTaMH poena ocoKa, KOJibixa^HCb 
weriTbie KyBiuHHKH h BOAflHbie jihjihh. OcT&nbHaa noBepx- 
HocTb yTbiKaHa 6buia peAKHM KaMbiiuoM. I~IoA03peBafl jio>Kb, 
3o6a3 3axoTeji npHoViH3HTbOi k caMofi boac 03epo oiobho 
KHn&fio, noAorpeBaeMoe CHH3y. KaMbiuiH H3AaBajiH i iyrb 
c^biujHbiH cbhct h SecnopflAOHHo Ko^e6a^HCb. Ho He ot 
BeTpa. Oh ycraBH/icfl Ha 6;iHJKaHUjyK> KaMbiuiHHy h eABa He 
ypOHWJi Mew, a A-fiHHHbie bojiocu BnepBbie 3a bcio >KH3Hb 3a- 
LueBe/iwiHCb noA w;ieMOM. 

Kto-to, nopociiJHH mepCTbK), CHAe^ noA boaoS, Aepwa 

BO pTy KOHeu, KaMblUJeBOR TpOCTHHKH. BOJIOCbl BOAOpOCJIH- 
MH KO^blXa^HCb HaA ApGMyHHM J1HU.OM H H3-nOA HHX Ha 

3o6a3a rjisuejiH 6ejibie BOAflHbie r;ia3a. HenoAa^eny Ta- 
pamH^acb Tanaji we napa rjia3, eme h eme... Bee O3epo 
HacejieHO MyAOBHiuaMH h y Ka>KAoro poc tpocthhk H3o pTa. 
3o6a3 He noMmtn, KaK Bbi6pa.ncfl H3 npn6pe>KHofl Tonn, 
Kan BepHyjiacb cnoco6*HOCTb roBopHTb h croHTb Ha Horax. 
Xoth oh Mor ywe rp03H0 npHKpHKHyTb h pa36paHHTb jik>- 
Aeft 3a Tpycocrb h jioJKHyio TpeBory, ho ero tfjieAHOCTb h 
HeysepeHHocTb b rojioce He yKpbijiHCb ot BOHCKa. Opaui- 
Hbie 6e^bie nia3a jicahhhjih KpoBb, KaK rjia3a roproHbi. 
Oh npHKa3a^ BceM co6paTbca w ABHraTbca rycTofi Maccoft. 

146 



riyTb nperpaxcA&no 6o;ioto. Om6an ero, bouijih b crpoH- 
Hyio pomy, CKB03b KOTOpyio no6jiecKHBajio HOBoe oaepo. 
Poma crojuia MeacAy Gojiotom h o3epoM. y KopHefl oa- 
Horo Aepesa 3o6a3 3aMeTH.n oiihjikh m menKH. Ctboji 
6bui noApy^JieH m Mecro nopy6a HCKycHO 3aKpbiTO TpaBofl. 
Ero CHOBa mojihhch oceHHJia Mbiaib o 6\nH30CTH Bpara. TAe- 
to coBceM HeAajieno ero xHWHHbi, ero acth h >KeHbi... 3a- 
6wb HeAaBHHfl crpax, oh BbinpflMH^cji, co6Hpa»Cb rpoMOBbiM 
tojiocom noA^OApHTb nepcoB, ho 3araAOHHbw KpHK, cjibi- 
maHHbifi b OTAa^eHHH, pa3Aa^c» Tenepb HaA caMbiM yxoM. 

IlpOKJIflTHH, yrp03bl B03BeCTHJIH 3o6a3y, MTO BJiaCTb 

ero HaA bohckom KOHHHJiacb. Oho HanHHa^o omeTHHHBaTb- 

Cfl KOnbftMH. 

— CiwepTb eMy! CiwepTb! 

y>Ke noAHHMa^HCb apoth, HaTjirHBa^HCb TeTHBbi Jiy- 
kob, KorAa Jiec orJiacHJicji neHHeM naAaiomero Aepesa. C 
ryjioM, noxojKHM Ha noA3eMHbiS ya.ap, oho rpoxHy/iocb b 
caMyio rymy nepcos. Co Bcex cropoH CTajiH ooHHTbca Bep- 
xyuiKH, 3auen;ijiH cyHbHMH coceAHHe ctbojih, yBJienaH hx b 

CBoeM naAeHHH. rojioca jnoAeft noTOHynH b cbhctc h rpo- 
xoTe naAaioinHx AepeBbeB. Jlec pyuiHJica Ha to^obw nepcos. 

3o6a3 c 6eccrrpacTHeM acrrpo^ora cjiexHJi, KaK A^peBO, 
npH6^HMcaHCb k 3ejvue, ycKOpjuio ABHHteHHe, KaK oho, tohho 
ceTbK), HaKpbiBa^o bctbhmh KonoLuaiuHxcji jnoAeft h KaK 
3eMJi5i B3AparHBa^a nocne Ka>KAoro naAeHHH. 

YnaBuiHe crBOJibi nperpaMCAaJiH nyTb k 6ercTBy. Hep- 
Cbi th6jih AecsTKaMH. Ohh nyra^wcb b jiHCTBe h npHAaajiH- 
Ba^HCb hobwmh CTBOJiaMH. Te, KOMy yAa^ocb BbiftpaTbcji H3 
crpauiHoro HarpoMOJKAeHHa, 3a6e>KajiH b TpjiCHHy, rAe hx 
cra^o 3acacbiBaTb. 

3o6a3 ctohji, KaK bo chc M BApyr cxBaTHJicn: 6e>KaTb! 

rioMHancH, nepenpbirHBafl nepe3 nHH h naBiune ctbo- 
jibi. OTKpbuiocb o3epo... Ceper... 

M CHOBa bojiocm ch/iatca npHnoAHHTb uuieM, Horn noA- 
rHO*aioTC$i, AepeBHHeiOT... 03epo nopocno TaKHM )Ke Tpo- 

CTHHKOM, KaK TO, APyroe, H TpOCTHHK HaHHHaeT, FIOAOOHO 

jiecy, Ba^HTbca b pa3Hbie cropoHbi. M3-noA boam, OAHa 3a 
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Apyrofi, B3AMMaioTCfl rojiOBbi c npM^HnuiHMH BanocaiwH h 
6opOAaMH. Mx MHoro, Bee 03epo noKpbmaeTCfl hmh h ohm 

HAyr, HAyT k 6epery... 

Horn 3o6a3a HanHHaiOT caMH mracaTb, H3 wnpoKO pac- 
KpbiToro pTa Bbi;ieTaeT KOHCKoe pacaHbe. Oh KpHB/ijuicH 
h xoxoTan, noKa 6pomeHHbiH c 03epa TOnop He paacpOHJi 
eMy nepena. 

He ycnejio OTrpeMeTb noc/ieAHee AepeBo, Kan co Bcex 
ctopoh ycrpeMH^HCb jiioah b MOKpbix 3BepHHbix uiKypax, 

nOTpflCaa TOnOpaMH H KOTlbflMH C KOCTJIHblMH HaKOHeHHH- 
KaMH. 

riepcw 6bum yHHMTO>KeHbi Bee ao OAHoro. 



Ill 

UapHua nyBCTBOBa^a, hto jiokht Ha cnHHe h cmiiyTa 
cypoBbiMH peMHjiMH, ho Ao/iro He Morvia noHHTb, rAe 0Ha h 
mto 3a CBeTJiaa, poBHaa, KaK 3M&/ib, CHHeBa ctoht nepeA, 
iviasaMH? TojibKo, KorAa Ha Heft 3aTpeneTajiH KpbiJibH 6a- 

6*ohkh, nponjibiJi crenHOw ope^ h KanHyjiHCb MaKH, eiTcrajio 

flCHO, HTO 3T0 He6o. 

B naM»TH BcrajiM co6biTHji MHHyBiueft hohh. 

ATOCca bck> >KH3Hb TOMH^acb crpaxoM TO^bKO nepeA 
HenoHflTHbiM h Heo6'bHCHHMbiM, ho HHKorAa He dojiJiacb HH 
JiiOAefi, hh 3Bepefi. Mbioib, hto yHH3HTenbHoe nojioxceHHe, 

B KOTOpOM OHa HaXOAHTCJI, C03AaH0 Hbefi TO ACp3KOH HeJIO- 

BenecKOH sojien — Bbi3Bajia thcb. OHa y>Ke roTOBa 6*buia 
rpo3Ho no3BaTb cviyr h pa6oB. B sto BpeMji Morynaa pyKa 
oTcrrpaHH/ia ubcth h BcneA 3a Heio BcnjibiJio jihuo, npH 
BHAe KOTOporo ATOcca BCKpHKHy/ia. Bee to ace jihuo c He- 

noABHJKHOH yjibi^KoR h c npwiMH JKeJITblX B0JI0C. 

Mnp ocBeTHJicH paAOCTbio. Grano acho, hto HaA bccmh 
AoporaMH h TporiHHKaMH ee >kh3hh npocrepTa A-naHb Ac|>po- 
AHTbi. Ho ckhc}) rpyo*o cxBaTHJi ee h noAWLn. 3aKanajiacb 
crenb, cjwrypa kohh, rycraji BOJiHa TpaBbi yAapHJia b 
jihuo. UapHua nonyBCTBOBa^a ce6$i jiejKamefi nonepeK ceA- 
jia h norpy3H/iacb b 6ecnaMflTCTB0. 
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OnHy/iacb ot apocTHoro TonoTa. OHa oiwrb jie>tca^a 
Ha 3eMJie cBS3aHHa$i, a b HecKo^bKMx marax 6ecHOB&nc$i 
KOHb, CTapancb BbipBaTbca H3 pyK AAOHHca. CkmcJ) npeABH- 
Aeji Ka>KAoe ero ABHiKeHHe h pyica, BuenHBiuajicfl b y3Ay, 
HCKycHO noBopaHHBajia KOHCKyio MopAy to Bnpaso, to BJie- 
bo. MHorAa oh, ^oMaji ne^iocrb >K&ne3HbiMH yAHJiaMH, npH- 
rH6"aji ee k caMofi rpyAH kohh. Tor^a H3 oauiaftneHHofi 
nacrH Bbipbma^HCb pe3KHe xpwnbi. KoHb H3HeMora^, b rvia- 
3ax ero ropeji TaKOH y«<ac, tomho oh BbipbiBajica H3 KorreH 
;ibBa. B nooneAHeM OTMaaHHH pBaHyjica Ha csoero Bpara, 
ho tot, bo BpeMfl OTcrynHB, TaK neperHy;i eMy rojiosy, hto 
apaBHeu rpoxHy/ica. Bckohhb, xotca noBTOpHTb ABHMteHHe, 
ho CHosa ynaji, Ha stot pa3 tojioboh b 3eMJiio. Oh Hccryn- 
jieHHo 3a6n;i HoraMH, 3axpaneji h 3aTHx. 

Hyrb >KHBan, ATOCca aneAHJia 3a Ka>KAbiM >KecTOM Aao- 

HHCa, H KOrAa OH 3aCTbi;i H3BaflHHeM CpeAH nOMHTOH TpaBbI, 

noAHSB k He6y 03apeHH0e jihuo, OHa noHjuia, hto sto He 
ckhc|), He CMepTHbiH, a Oh — 6o>icecTBeHHbiH cnyTHHK Ac})- 
pOAMTbi, HHcnocaaHHbiH efi na^occKofi dorHHefl. 

Oh chsui c Hee Bpe3aBiiiHecfl b Te^o peMHH, ho 3aT0 
CKpyTHJi pyKH h Ha kohckom noBOAy noB^eK no CTenw, KaK 
pa6biHio. UapHua 6bijia THxa, noKopHa. 

OHa ao Bewepa uijia CKB03b BbicoKHe TpaBbi 3a cbohm 
noxHTHTe^eM. Eh AaBHO Ka3a.nocb, mto cwacTMi Hevib3H 
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HcnbiTaTb, He nepeHAfl b ApyroH MHp, He noxo>KHH Ha tot, 
b kotopom atHJia. Tenepb 3to c6bi;iocb. Tac-to ocra/ica 
nepcHACKHfi craH, uapcKHfi maTep, 3o;ioto, Bjiacrb h noKJio- 
HeHHe. OHa — HeBOJibHHu,a AHKoro HOMaAa, AOJi>KHa cnaTb 
Ha Cbipow 3eMJie, nHTaTbCH crpaHHbiMH KopeHbHMH h aroAa- 
mh, nojioaceHHbiMH nepeA Heio pyKofi ee BjiaAeJibua. 

Eii He xoTejiocb ecrb, ho OHa BKycHJia ot crenHOH Tpa- 
ne3bi b 3HaK npHnaiueHHji k hoboh >kh3hh. 

CnacTbe 6jih3ko. Oho aojdkho npHATH. 

Ckh({) Ha HOMb CB5i3a;i eft pyKH h HorH h KOHeu, peMHH 
npHB^3a^ cede k jioktio. 3to Hano;iHHJio ee frna)KeHCTBOM. 

Tenepb He OAHOH TaHHCTBeHHOH, He3pHMOH CBfl3bK) coeAH- 

HeHa OHa c hhm, ho TanecHO, BemeCTBeHHo. Flo rpy6o/viy 
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peMHK) H3 KOHCKOfi KO>KH OT HerO HCXOAHJI BOJIHyiOlUHfi TOK, 

6/iaroAaTHafl CHJia, KOTOpyio OHa enHTwea^a, KaK cyxow 
necoK ErHirra BnHTbiBaeT BOAy Hima. 

Jlo-nro He CMbiKana rjia3, a KOF\aa 3acHy;ia, coh 6bui 6e3 

BHAeHHH, HO 6.Jia>KeHHbIM, CJiaAOCTHblH coh. OacHBana, KaK 

3ejvuui nocne 3HMHero oueneHeHHfl. OrTaHBa^H 3aMep3UiHe 
aiacTbi, npo6y>KAajiHCb noTaeHHbie hctohhhkh, Tano Ha6y- 
xa;io f npeHcno^HHHCb CBeacecrbio h uBeTeHHeM. 

Uapmja coAporHyjiacb. Ckh4> cnaji, a OHa, npHHtaB- 
uiHCb, KpenKo oCHHMana ero ocBoGoAHBiueHCH ot nyT py- 
koh. RnaAW crbiAa oruuiHJio meKM h OHa Becb ocTaTOK hohh 
MyHH^acb yH3BjieHH0H ropAOCTbio AonepH Knpa h uapHu,bi 
riepcHH. 

Ho TO^bKo yTpo npo6yAHJio yjibi6Ky AAOHHca — OHa 
3a6bi/ia 060 BceM h npHroTOBHJiacb cneAOBaTb 3a hhm Ha 
Kpafi CBeTa. 



IV 



B 6e36pe>KHOM Mope TpaBbi mo>kho jih Haft-nt Aopory 
h He c6HTbC$? c nyTH? 

Ho ckhcJ) iue* yBepeHHo. Oh Macro ocTaHaBjiHBa^ca, 
paccMaTpHBa^ aieAbi, noAHHM&n Ha BeTep nyuiHHKH, cneAfl 
3a hx Ko^e6aHHHMH l Hioxavi B03Ayx, KaK bojik. HepeAKO 
ocTaB^ji^ uapnuy OAHy, a caM yxoAHji Ha noncKH Tpon. 

4- 

B TaKHe MHHyTbi OHa norpy>K&nacb b co3epuaHHe u.Be- 
Tymefi, CBepKaiomefi crem* h HyBCTBOB&na, hto crerib yjKe 
He Ta, b Hew hto-to nepeMemwiocb, KaK b AeByuiKe nooie 

6paHH0H HOMH. Ot UBeTOB BeflJIO npeCbimeHHOCTbK)^ H36bIT- 
KOM )KH3HH. OHH HHHerO 6*0JIblIie He JKeJia^H K/IOHHJIHCb 

K nOKOK), K CMepTH, H CMepTb He 6b!Jia hm CTpauiHa. 

Mw cnacTjiMBbi, Mbi CviaiKeHHbi, Mbi HHHero He 6ohmcji! 

ATOCca ao 3a6BeHH3 Bcero oKpywaiomero 3aAyMbiBa- 
;iacb HaA cnacTbeM ubctob. Heyace;iH sto oahh mribKO MHr? 
Hto >Ke 03Hanai0T TpH Kpyra 6;ia>KeHCTBa? 
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MwaiM KpyKHJiHCb, cmieT&HHCb, co3AaBajiH Henpoxo- 

AHMbie Ae6pH. 

A k Bewepy OHa c MOJiHTBeHHbiM CTpaxoM CMOTpe/ia, KaK 
Aaohhc, Becb 6pOH30Bbiw ot jiyneH 3aKaTa, aieAHJi 3a nw- 
jiaioiitfiM amckom, onycKaBiuHMCH b 6e3AHy. OHa BnepBbie 
BH^e^a, c KaKOH crrpaiuHOH cKOpocrbK) yxoAHJio cojihuc B 
MHpe ocTaBa^ocb em,e MHoro CBeTa, eiue nojiHe6ocKJioHa 
rope^o HMCTbiM CHHHHeM, ho Ha ApyroM KOHue CTenn kto- 
to y^e CABMHy^ 6poBH h HaxMypMji jihixo. KorAa ckhc}) 
odepHyjicfl b ry CTOpOHy, oh B3Bo;iHOBaHHO 3aroBopH;i, 
yKa3biBaji b TeMHeioiuyio Aa^b, h nomeji TaK 6biCTpo, 
hto uapHua eABa nocneBajia 3a hhm. MejibKHy^a HcejiTafl 
3Be3Aa. CepAUe y Atoccm cwjibHo 3a6HJiocb, KorAa no- 
Hjwia, mto 3to ruiaMji 6*ojibiuoro KocTpa. Ckhc}) noHTH 6excan, 
He cboah c Hero 3aBopo>KeHHoro B3rviHAa. flo^eTa^o no- 
TpecKHBaHHe xBopocTa. OroHb ropeji Ha BepiiiHHe KpyToro 
KypraHa, y fioaho>kwi KOTOporo oo"o3HaHHJiHCb BcaAHHKH. 
Ohh OKpy>KHJiH KypraH Ko^buoM, tohho 3aiuHmaH ot Hana- 
AeHHH. 3apH wrpa^a Ha Konbax, yrpo>KaK>me noAHSiTbix 
HaBCTpeny Bpary, h Ha 6o;ibiiiHx KpacHbix mHTax, BbicraB- 
JieHHbix, KaK nepeA 6*oeM. 

B B03Ayxe ctohji CKpHn BopoHbfl. MepHbie nTHUbi ca- 

AH^HCb Ha KOHCKHe rpHBbl, Ha rUieMH BOHHOB, Ha KOCMaTbie 

ranoBbi, r^HAeBiijHe BnaAHHaMH. Tjia3a 6hum BbiiuieBaHbi. 

UapHua cxBaTH^acb 3a pyKy CKH(j)a, ho noA ero KO>Ka- 
Hofi oAejKAOw nonyBCTBOBaJia He TeJio, a TBepAbifi MpaMop. 
Aaohhc OKaiweHe^ h ABHrajicn, KaK CTaTya. Oh MeA-neHHO 
oSxoahji HenoABHMCHyio crpawy KypraHa. Kohh He ctohjih, 
a BHcejiw b B03Ayxe, eABa Kacaacb HoraMH 3eMJiH. Ohh 6b\m 
Haca)KeHbi Ha TOJicrbie Konwi, BpbiTbie b 3eM.nio. Konbe npo- 
Ka^bma^o HacKB03b kohh h BcaAHHKa, npwrBo>KAaH HaseK k 
TeMHOH HacbinH xojuwa. Mhojkcctbo KOJibeB, co CTpyftKaMH 
3aneKiueHC5i kpobh, noAnHpajio hx co scex ctopoh. Tunny- 
Jia CBecHBuiaacfl ro^oBa c >Ka.no6HO 0CK^a6jieHHbiM pTOM. 

ATocca He 3HaJia, ot nero 6ojibiue ueneHeeT — ot 
CTpauiHoro jih MOJiMaHHji MepTBoro BOHHCTBa hjih ot Mpa- 
MopHofl HenoABH>KHocTH AAOHHca? Ho KorAa 3apa 3a;iHJia 
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6^eAHoe ;ihuo CKH(J>a, y>Kac uapnubi CMeHHflca BejiHHaHiueH 
CK0p6bio. CaMa He 3Ha» OTHero, OHa 3anoMH.na pyKH h c iwia- 
MeM noBa;iH/iacb Ha yBjijuiiyio xpaey. 

V 

CkhcJkkhh crraH npHTHx ot ouie^oMJijiioiuefi bccth. Ua- 
pHu.a riepCHH, >KeHa JXapm npHBeAeHa, KaK ruieHHHua, h no- 
craB^eHa nepeA CKonacHCOM. Bo3Jie Hee crpyAHJiacb bcsi 
uiHpoKopoTaji MHororJia3a$i opAa, npHuieAiuafl B3rJWHyTb 
xoTb Ha Kpaft OAOKAbi HyAecHofl rweHHHUbi. HHKorAa Atoc- 
ca He HcnbiTbmana TaKofi Tynofi, AaBflmeft chjiw, hcxoahb- 
uieH ot Mo^na^HBoro co3epuaHH», ot 3apocuiHx jihu h ag- 
chtkob TbicjiH 6evibix ivia3. Efi cranio TpyAHO AwmaTb, 
roJioBa 3aKpy>KH^acb h 3to noMorvio nepe>KHTb crpaiuHyio 
MHHyTy yHHiKeHHji, KorAa BapBap c ocyHyBUJHMOi jihuom h 
6;iy>KAaK)mHM B3opOM ocMaTpHBa^ ee, Kan TOBap Ha He- 
BOJibHMHbeM pbiHKe. He 6yAb ee pyKH cB$i3aHbi, OHa y6H.na 

6bl Ce6fl B 3TOT MHr. 

M eme cnaaio ee jihuo CKonacnca. BnAeJia ero, 
KaK CKB03b coh, ho hcho wyBCTBOBa^a, 4T0, ivijiAa b ynop, 
BapBap He 3aMena^ ee. B 3tom jiHu,e, CHeAaeMOM 3a6oTaMH 
h crrpaxoM, 3acTbi.n0 6e3yMHe. Oh TaK h yuien, He CKa3ae 
hh cnoBa. ripoAaAyT ee Tenepb h;ih cAe^aeTca OHa najiOK- 
HHuefi KoneBHHKa? — efi 6b\jio Bee paBHo. OHa AyMana o 
ApyroM — o wapax Be^HKofi Homh, KOTOpbie 0Ka3ajmcb 06- 
MaHOM. HecrepnHMee BCHKoro no3opa, hto ee npHHec b Aap 
uapio tot, Mbew pa6oH h Ao6bmeft e8 TaK xoTenocb craTb. 



VI 

HawHHajiacb xtapa. JlenecrKH ooYop&KH, usera nepHe- 
jih h onycKa^H ixwiobkh. ribAHamHe apoMaTbi cjweHHJiHCb 3a- 
naxoM coxHymnx CTeo*;ieH. LU.no yMHpaHHe TpaB, TaKoe me 
6ecnena^bHoe, MyApoe, KaK nopa uBeTeHHH. BpeMfl co3pe- 

BaHHfl nJIOAOB, 3HOHHbIM FKWIAeHb >KH3HH BCTaBa^H HaA 

crenbio. 
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KaKoe cnaCTbe yMHpaTb, CBepuiHB nojioaceHHoe, h KaK 
ropbKO yBHAaTb h coxHyTb 6ecn;ioAHOH, He HcnoJiHHBiueH 
AOJira Ha 3eMJie, He BKycHBiuen caAioft cbctjioh pa^ocm! 

ATOCca omymana 3to, KaK BHHy. Tenepb crano hcho, 
mto nyrb, KOTOpbiM ee BenH, He 6wji nyreM <wia>KeHCTBa. 
Bee 3aeepuiHJiocb rp»3H0H noso3KOH, k KOTOpon cma npHKo- 
BaHa, h MepHbiM uiaroM ckh4>ckhx bo^ob. Ha hhx mo>kho 
KpHHaTb, hx mo>kho 6HTb, ho ohh BcerAa 6yAyT hath oah- 

HaKOBO. 

MeAJieHHee bojiob thatch BpeMH b crenH. ATocca He 
3Hana, ocojibKO ero npoTeKJio c Toro ahh, KaK OHa npH6MJia 
b ckh(|)CKhh craH? Ue^aa BeHHoerb! 

yHbuio KawaeTCg <})Hrypa crapHKa, maraioiuero 3a no- 
bo3koh, TaK )Ke MepHO, KaK Bojibi. Dihah Ha ero onymeHHbie 
roieMH h rojioBy, ATocca HanHHaeT noHHMaTb, hto oh uia- 
raeT tmchmh jieT h mto yAeji ero HapOAa — hath 3a CBoen 
rpOM03AKOH Te^erofi b HeH3BecTHoe, b 6ecKOHeMHoe. 

B MHHyTy pa3AyMb» npeACT&n Aaohhc. Oh 6mji c 
MeMOM, co ii;htom, cruieTeHHbiM H3 hbobhx npyTbeB, a BO- 
ziocbi noKpbiBa^a CKH(})CKaH manoMKa, noxoacaa Ha (j)pnrHH- 
ckhh Ko^naK. 

ripH6jiH3HBuiHCb, oh HaTjmyji u,enb, KOTOpOH OHa 6bIJia 
npHKOBaHa k Te^ere, h y6eAHBiiiHCb b npoMHocTH — yuien. 

HeyjKejiH uapb He npHHjjji ee b a^P h OHa nonpeacHe- 
My n^eHHHua AAOHHca? 

OAHajKAw BMecTe co ckhcJjom npHiue;i Me^oseK b mca- 
hmx jiaTax. no MHCTOTe oAeaHHH, no 6jiaropoApTBy ocaHKH, 
no pa3yMH0My oTKpbiTOMy Jinuy OHa y3Hana ajuiHHa, Oh 
npeiwioHHJi Ko^eHo h npHBeTCTBOBaji ee, KaK uapHuy. 

fl 3Haio, — CKa3an oh, — mto tm He Bssrra b njieH, 
ho H36pajia ckh$ckhh craH no RneneHHio cepAua. TaKOB h 
s. — Oh paccKa3aji, KaK CTpeMHJiCH b CTenH, npe3pes co- 
BeTbi Apy3eH, nvioc pa3yjwa, h KaK Tenepb crpaAaeT, no- 
AO(5ho eft. — y^KacHa CTenb, ho h eme He yTpamrc Bepbi b 
3Ty poKOByio crpaHy. He Tepafi ee h tm. 

HHKdAeM roBopmi HenpaBAy. Oh 6bui yace He tot. J\a- 
}Ke BHeuiHe H3MeHH^ca. Me>KAy 6poBHMH 3ajier;ia CKJiaAKa, 
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a H3-noA ui/ieMa Bbi6HB&nacb 6e^a« npHAb bojioc. Oh asbho 
iiohsiji, hto 6opb6a npoHrpaHa, mto cKH<|)CKa» Momb, b ko- 
Topyio TaK Bepwi, 0Ka3a^acb npH3paKOM. Bohcko 3a speM* 
OTcryn^eHHH npeBpamnocb b TO^ny c6poAa h pacTaa^o Ha- 
no^oBHHy. Mbicrib o coKpyujeHHH nepcoB c noMombio 3toh 
CHJibi 6bijia CMeiiJHa. Ckhc^w mo mm cnacrHCb 6ercTBOM, yro- 
mhb ^apHfl 6ecKOHeHHoR noroHeM, ho no(5eAa, paAH KOTopofi 
oh BceM no>KepTBOBa;i, ho mcmtw ero o pa3rpojvie nepCHA- 
ckhx no^HHiu, 06 H36aaneHHH 3;uiaAbi — r^e ohh? rk>H$ui, 
mto >KH3Hb npo>KHTa HeyAaMHO. M CHOBa >Kaneji coKpo- 
BHiua. Macro BcnoMHH&n tot AeHb, nocne KpoBaBoro nwpa b 
na^aTKe, KorAa ejviy aca3£UiH, mto TO^bKO AapaMH h noAKy- 
naMH mojkho npeAOTBpaTHTb 6yHT nneMeH, MbH bojkah oKa- 
3a^HCb h36htbi CKonacHCOM. BcnoMHHa^, Kan oh ycrpeMHJi- 

C$1 HaBCTpeMy KOMeBHHKaM, lUeAUJHM k uapcKOH craBKe CO 

BceMH cbohmh craAaMH, pa3AaBa^ KOJibu.a, mohctw, hojkh c 
yKpaiueHHbiMH pyKoyiTKaMH, a HaH6anee 3HaTHbiM — 6pa- 
cneTbi h o>Kepe;ibH, KaK ot asxaTOB cneuiHJi k KaTHapaM, 

OT KaTHapOB K TpaCHHJIM h Be3Ae npHMHp$ui HapOA co Cko- 

nacHCOM. Oh BOOAy npon3H0CHJi penH bcjimkoh rp03e, Ha- 
ABHraBiueHCH Ha Ckh$hio, h 6b\ji CMymeH, KorAa, paccKa- 
3aB cothhx TbicaM 6ohu,ob, y3Ha^, mto cnymaBuiHe ero He 
yjwetoT CMHTaTb 6o^buje rwTH. I~Iomhhji TaK>Ke, KaK imeMeHa, 
KOTopbix oh He ycne;i noBCTpeMaTb b nyTH, npHXOAHJiH k 
HeMy noTOM 3a noAapKaMH. 

He ^yMiue ;ih 6wjio He ycMHpaTb hx meBa, ho no3BO- 
^HTb y6HTb CKonacHca? 

3;io6a npOTHB Hero AocTHrvia y HHKOAeMa chjiw HeHa- 
bhcth k AapHio. BapBap 6owicsi He cTOJibKo npecjieAOBaB- 
ujhx ero nepcoB, CKO^bKo cbohx jnoAeft. Hh oahoh homm He 
cnaji cnoKOHHO h, xoth BOKpyr Hero n^OTHWM KOJibuoM ;io- 
>KH^HCb Te, Mbji K^HTBa nooieAOBaTb 3a hhm b MorH^y, 3a- 
CTaB;i5uia o6eperaTb ero acH3Hb, KaK cboio co6cTBeHHyio — 
npo6y>KAajic5i npn KawAOM mopoxe. y6HBaji BCHKoro, kto 
ocMejiHBajica cnpauiHBaTb npHHHHe 6ercTBa. 

Mbi OKpy>KeHbi coo6iuHHKaMH MAaHAwpca! — T Bep- 

AH^ OH. r 
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Mano e^, Majio nun h Bcer.ua o6AyMbiBan, Koro 6bi 
Ta^Ho y6HTb jih6o npe^aTb Ka3HH nepeA jihu,om BoftcKa. rio- 
A03peHHK> crranH noABepraTbcji irpocjiaB^eHHbie bohhw. Hh- 

KOACM 3HaJI, HTO 3TOT CTpaX B03Me3AHe 3a C06CTBeHHyK) 

THpaHMio h He ocyacAaji .rcioAeH, y(5eraBiiiHX Ka>KAbiH A^Hb 
no OAHHOHKe h uevibiMH TO-nnaMH. rioHMaHHbix 3aKanbiBa^iH 
b 3eMJiio no caMyio uieio h noTOM OTpySajm hm ranoBbi. C 
ApyrHX CAHpaJiH KOJKy. 

Ka3HHMH h pa30peHHeM CBoefi 3eM^H CKonacnc cjiobho 
xoTeji ycTpaujHTb Bpara. noarceAHHM ero 3^0AeficTBOM 6bi- 
jio yHHWTO>KeHHe Te^oHa. Hmkoacm Macro cjibitua^ 3to hmh, 
ho He bhhk&ti b Hero. y3Ha^, hto TaKoe Te^oH, paHHHM yr- 
pOM, Kor^a B^a^H 3acH*ui ropOA, noxoacHH Ha nbiuiHbiH uap- 
ckhh BeHeu.. Oh He oejien, KaK 3Ji;iHHCKHe ropoAa, He csep- 
Ka^, noAo6Ho ropOAaM erHneTCKHM h BaBHJiOHCKHM, oh 

CBeTHJICfl MSrKHM, HeOTpa3HMbIM A-™^ nia3a BHyTpeHHHM CBe- 
TOM. 3TO npOHCXOAHJIO OTTOrO, HTO B'eCb OH 6bWI BblCTpOeH 

H3 AepeBa. .Haace creHbi. CKH(|)CKHe uapH cjicah^h, HTo6*bi 
KaivteHHbix nocrpoeK He B03ABHrajioa>. Uapw 3Aecb He jkh;ih, 

npoBOAfl KpyrjibiH toa b KHOHTKax, 3aT0 nacTO Hae3>K&rcH 3a 
AaHbio. Bpa-riH mcaom, bockom, 3epHOM, rviHHgHOK) nocyAofi, 

Opy>KHeM, JIbHflHblMH TKaHHMH M 6*o6pOBbIMH uiKypaMH. re- 

jioh ctohji Ha rpaHHi;e Jieca h CTenH h BopOTa ero yKpaiua- 
jiHCb CHonaMH nmeHHUbi, noJibiHbio, TypbHMH poraMH, rviy- 

XapHHblMH KpblJIbJIMH, UJKypaMH 3y6p0B h 6o6poB. 30J10Tbie 

no^H nmeHHUbi oKpyma^H ropoA, a 6;iH>Ke k CTeHaM, KaK 
AHM, CHHe^H caAbi. B HHKOAeMe npocHyjica TOproBen h 
neHHTejib CKH<})CKoro 3epHa. Oh c rpycrrbio CMOTpea, KaK 
opAa, HaBanHBuiHCb Ha KOJiocHBiueeca Mope, no6e>KAajia ero 
n^Ab 3a njiAbio. Ho oh 3a6bui 06 stom npH BHAe MHoacecrBa 
iKHTejiew, BbiCbinaBuiHx Ha creHbi, Ha ocTpoKOHewHbie, 
H3orHyTbie KpbiuiH h 6auiHH. Ero 03apH.na Mbicvib, hto Cko- 
nacHc meji cioAa, hto6m AaTb 6HTBy JXapmo noA CTenaMH 
ckh(J)ckoh cTOJiMUbi. C BOJiHeHHeM, KOToporo AaBHQ b ce6e 
He 3aMeHa^j, Hhkoacm ctsui paccMaTpHBaTb HeBHAaHHbie 
6peBeHHaTbie cboaw, 6pycnaTbie CTyneHH, pe3Hbie ctoji6w, 
ocTpbie, KaK crpejibi, noKpbiTHH 6ameH. TojibKo Tenepb 
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OTKpbi.fi TafiHy 30AHecTBa. Oho poAHJiocb H3 AepeBa. KaMeHb 
npHuieJi no3AHee h bo bccm noApaac&n Aepesy. 06paiu,eHHe 
k HeMy 6bv\o OTCTyn^eHMeM ot bojih 6oroB, AaBiiwx Aepeso, 
KaK eAMHCTBeHHbifi noA^iHHHO crpOHTe^bHbiM MaTepHan. 

CnonacHC o6t>5ibhji acHTeJiHM, hto eaiH ohh He BbiHAyT 
h He npHCoeAHHHTca k HeMy, to 6yAyT coaoKeHbi BMecre c 
ropoAOM. Becb AeHb ctoh;i rwan. M3 BopoT TjmyjiHCb noB03- 
kh, buxoah^h jiioah, rHann ckot, a k BeHepy TeJIOH ecnbix- 
Hyji co Bcex cropOH, ocBeTHB crenb HeBHAaHHbiM 3apeB0M. 

B HeM cropejia nocneAHflfl HaAeacAa HHKOAeiwa. 



VII 

Tbi AOJi>KeH 6e>KaTb. 3aBTpa re6n Ka3HHT. 

Hhkoacm AaBHo nyBCTBOBa^ Ha cede B3nnHA CiconacH- 
ca, TaKoft ocrpbiH, hto B3AparHBan h o6opaMHBajic». 

EewaTb. To^bKo cewnac oncpujicfl y>Kac 3Toro aiOBa. 
K nepcaM GeataTb? B 0,/ibBHio? B Mhjict? Oh ycMexHy-ricfl 
6e3BbixoAHOCTH CBoero nojio>KeHH5i h CBoeft oSpeneHHOCTH. 
Ho eme Gojibiue yrHeTajia caMaa Mbicjib 6ercTBe. Tacnaacb 
co CKH())aMH no CTenH, oh coxpawui BHAHMOCTb ynacTHji b 
BeviHKOM Ae^ie h xoTb 3Han, hto AeJio He yA&nocb, ho npH- 
cyTCTBHe b BoflcKe cnacajio ot noc/ieAHero oTHaaHHH, ot 
C03HaHHH coBepiueHHbix ouih6ok h rn6ejiH Bcex HaAe>M. 
BercTBo 6biJio 6bi Be^HHafiiueH HacMeuiKofi h nopa>KeHHeM. 
Hhkoacm BcerAa npe3Hpafi no3opHoe >KH3He;iK>6He. 3aneM 
OTTjirHBaTb KOHeu, pHacya yMepeTb HeAocrroHHo? Ho eMy 
CKa3a^H, mto b 6ercTBe He TOJibKO cnaceHHe, ho oCpeTemte 
Toro, 3aneM oh npH6bui b CTenH. CKa3ajiH, hto Ckh(J)HH 
AaBHo oTBepr^a CKonacHca, hto rAe-TO co6HpaioTCH chjiw 
BceH 3eM^H. B OTAa^eHHbix kohcbmix, b rviyxHX OBparax, hto 
CKpbi^H >KeH h AGTefi, b yuejieBiiiHx ce^eHHax naxapeft 
npoH3HOCHTCH hmh MAaHqbHpca h iioiotch necHH npo MepHbie 
BoAbi. TyAa ereKaeTCH Bee, hto cnacnocb ot AapHH h ot 
CnonacHca. TaM nepBOHeiOT capMaTCKHe mHTbi h Konbfl, 
CBepKaioT pemeTHaTbie uuieMbi, 6e^ei0T A-nnHHOBO-nocbie ro- 
jiOBbi 6yAHH0B h jibHBHbie OAe>KAbi aratJ)HpoB: TaM nep- 
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HbiMH npHBHAGHHflMH ABHHcyTCji AOJironojibie xanaTbi Me- 
jiaHx^eHOB. C 6epera MeoTHAU npmiuiH KepiceTbi, aop- 
cbi, reHHoxH, TopeTbi, nceccHH, chhahh, AaHAapHH; npH- 
uijih MaKpoKeqba^bi, BoopyateHHbie KaMeHHbiMH TonopaMM. 
JXayae Taspbi, AOJiro OTCHHCHBaBiiiHeca 3a Mctmom, npniiiJiH 
nocne Toro, KaK MAaH(})Mpc nocnavi k hhm cboio KOHCKyio 
njieTb. Bee, kto b Hanane bohhh crapa^ca ocTarbCH b cto- 
pOHe, kto OTKa3a^ b noMOiuH CKonacHcy h;ih Cextaji b jiec- 
Hbie AeCpH ceBepa — npHiiuiu Tenepb k HAaH(j)Hpcy. Ohh 
nHJiH nepeA hhm BOAy H3 BenHoro PoAHHKa h BcrrynajiH b 

erO BOHCKO. HOHbK>, C TOJinOH BCaAHHKOB, Hmkoacm nOKH- 

nyn craH CKonacHca h acaKan, caM He 3Haa KyAa. Bbuio 
nenanbHoe yTeuieHHe b tom, hto oh 6e>KHT He oahh, a c 
ue^biM bohckom. 

THajiH bck) HOHb 6e3 po3Abixa, a Ha 3ape ocTaHOBHJincb, 
HTo6bi npHCJiyiuaTbCH. rioroHH He 6wjio. CnonacHC, bhahmo, 
He Mor yme tfopoTbca c noB&nbHbiM 6*ercTB0M. Ho BnepeAH 
yraAbmajiacb onacHocrb. CKHtjKKne jioiuaAKH ycraBH^H Ty- 
Aa cboh Bo^HbH yiiiH. B HacrynHBuieH THiiiHHe Hhkoacm 

yjioBHJi 3ByK, noxo>KHH Ha npo6y>KAeHHe nne;iHHoro yjib* 

BeCHOH. 

Orapaacb noHATb, hto 3to TaKoe, oh 3aMeTHJi B03Jie 
ceda ypoA^iHBbiH CH;iy3T. Ha KOHe CHAejio nyAOBHme. C Tpy- 
aom pa3^HHH^ b npeApaccBeTHOM cyMpane ABe rojioBbi h 
ABe pa3Hbie OAextAbi. Oahh, chacbiuhh b ceAJie, Aep^ca^ 
Apyroro Ha pynax, KaK M;iaAeHua, h 3tot, Apyrofi, BbiTymy.fi 
6*jieAHoe ^hu.0 b Ty cropoHy, OTKyAa aohochjich 3araA0HHbw 
3ByK. 3a6biB 060 BceM, Hhkoacm cran npHCMaTpHBaTbca 
h B3AporHy^, y3HaB nepCHACKyio uapmjy. KyAa Tenepb Mna- 
jih ee ot* CKonacHca, He npHHHBiuero h He oueHHBuiero uap- 
CTBeHHoro Aapa? 

BrJiflAMBaacb b no/iyTbMy, 0Ha noHHMa^a, hto ejie 
aibiiiiHoe ryAeHbe hcxoaht ot nepCHACKoro CTaHa. C caMoro 
AH5i CBoero noxHiueHHH ne AyMa^a o Heiw, KaK noTOHyB- 
uieM MHpe, ho Tenepb 3tot ASJieKHH uiyM 5e3B03BpaTH0 
yiueAUieH HCH3HH oto3B&kch b rpyAH ocrpoH 6oJibio. TaM 
6b\ji ee 3Be3AHbiH maTep, uapCKoe BejiHKo;ienHe h oacHAaHHe 
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ny^a. TaM 6bm h oh — ee ruieHHHic> no3BaHHBaBuiHH no ho- 
naM uenbio B03Jie nanaTKH. He .nymue jih 6ujio, KaK TorAa, 

>KHTb OAHHM TOJIbKO OMHAaHHeM CHaCTbH, He nblTaflCb K 

Hejvty npH6jiH3HTbCji? 



VIII 

Flocae Tpex AHeH 6emeH0H CKaMKH 0TKpbi;iacb c BbicoTbi 
xojiMa pbiwaa paBHHHa, HanoMHHBuiaH HMKOAeiwy bhach- 

HblH KOrAa-TO B CHpHH kjiohok uieBewimeficfl, iiojihoh Me.n- 

khx 6yKameK, 3eM.iH. OHa noxoAH/ia Ha Mope cne^oro 3ep- 

Ha, rAe ABHra/iacb KajKAas KpyriHHKa. 

To Cujih HepHbie Boaw. 

MHoroTbicjmHaji opasa kohhwx h neiUHX Bbicbinajia Ha- 

BCTpewy. Tyr 6bim re, hto paHbiue 6excajiH ot CKonacwca, 

H Te, HTO HaC^blllia^HCb OT HHX Heo6bIKHOBeHHOM SJIJIHHe, 

npHiueAUieM cnacaTb cKH<j>cKy»o 3ejvuiK). Ero hth;ih, ero >KAa- 
jih. Oh aojukch 6bin, chah Ha KOHe, BbinHTb Mauiy Ko6bi;ibero 
Monona b wecTb MAaHc{)Hpca. IIotom, noA Bocrop>KeHHbie 
KpHKH, ABMHy^ca Mepe3 Becb .narepb. PaAOBaTbca jih 6bijio 
TaKOMy npHeiwy h no3Bo/iHTb jih cepAUy CHOBa npOHHKaTbCH 
HaAe>KAaMH? He 3acTaB«T jih ero 3Aecb onHTb Aep>KaTb 
pacKa^eHHoe Hcejie30? 

Ho, nOMHMO COdCTBeHHOH BOJIH, HhKOACM nOMyBCPBO- 

Baji ce6a TaKHM >Ke 6oapwm, noJiHbiM ycrpeMJieHHH, KaK 
TorAa, paHHefl bcchoh. 

— H 3Han, hto Tbi npHAeuib, — CKa3aji eMy MAaH(f>Hpc 
h, He AaB npOH3HecTH npHBeTCTBeHHofi peHH, noBeji ero b 
najiaTKy TaK crpeMHTejibHo, hto Hhkoacm eABa nocnesaji. 

— Tbi MHe Bee 3to OTKpoeuib h Bceiwy Aauib«HM$i, 
CKa3aji oh CTpacTHbiM monoTOM, o6boah pyKOio npoCTpaH- 

CTBO. 

ria^aTKa nojiHa 6buia 30JioTbix, cepe6p»Hbix, rjiHHH- 
Hbix, pacnHcaHHbix nepHbiM h KpacHbiM jiaKaMH — Ba3. 

CTeHbl TIOKpblBaJIH MHJieTCKHe TKaHH C H306pa>KeHHHMH TH- 

raHTOMaxwH, crrpaHCTBHM Banxa h MyK TaHTajia. HnrAe y 
ce6n 3a MopeM Hmkoacm He bhacji TaKoro co6paHHH npe- 
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KpaCHblX 3JLriHHCKHX H3Ae^HH. KaK MaCTO OH CaM npHB03HJI 
B CkH(})HK» 3TH pOCKOUlHbie TMApHH C TOHKHMH UieflMH, TH- 

raHTCKHe nH<f)OCbi, uiHpoKHe, KaK KO^oKOJia, KpaTepbi, H3Hm- 
Hbie jieKH(|)bi h AMHOcbi, h KaK Ma.no oh 3aMena^ Tor^a hx 
KpacoTy! Co6paHHbie b 60/ibmoM HHone 3Aecb, b BapBapcKoft 
na/iaTKe, ohh CTpofiHbiM xopOM bo3hoch^h XBa^y 3juiaAe. 
HwKOAeM y3Han, mto hh oahh H3 6;iaropoAHbix cocyAOB He 
yKpama;i nwpa m He Hano;iHfl;icfl bhhom Ha noTexy To^ne. 
U,apb xpaHH/i hx ajih ycna>KAeHH5i B30p0B h noAO^ry npocH- 
>KHBa;i b na^aTKe, jiK)6y$iCb hmh. Oh ata>KAavi norpy>KeHHJi 
b He3HaK0MbiH MHp, ho He HaxoAH-rc nyTeH h tomh^ch oKpy- 
>KaBuieft ero TaHHofi. 3th ro^bie, HeAo6pwe jhoah co crrpaH- 
hoh yjibiGKOH, c 6o^buiHMH, KaK y 8crpe6oB, rjia3aMH. Kto 
o6*bHCHHT hx ejwy? Kto paccKa>KeT o >Kemu,HHe b umeMe h 
b a^ihhhoh ao n«T xjiaMHAe co iuhtom h c KonbeM? O ;no- 

A«X C K03JIHHWMH HOraMH, O HCKOBeKe C 6blHh>ePl rOJIOBOH, o 

na/iyjiiOAflx, no^yKOHjix? M hto 3a MoryMHH iwyac, hto Aep- 
>kht Ha ruieHax KOHeu, GoJibiuow Ayrn, a nepeA hhm CTo^b >Ke 
Mory4aa (Jwrypa, npOTHrHBaiomaH TpH ji6jioKa? 

H jviyqaiocb 3toh 3araAK0H, — cKa3a;i MAaHcjwpc, — 

h He Mory pa3raAaTb. 51 nyBCTByio b 3tom H3o6paHceHHH 
MHoro MyApocTH h bchkhh pa3 CMOTpio Ha Hero. 

— CaMH 6orn HanpaB;iHK)T tboh yjw, uapb! 3to oahh 
H3 noABHroB TepaKJia — TBoero npeAKa, ot KOTOporo no- 

lllJIH CKH^CKHe UapH H BeCb HapOA CKH(J)CKHH. 

MAaH(|)Hpc HaxMypH^CH: 

MHe H3BecTHbi Bee moh npeAKH, ho TaKoro cpeAH 

HHX HeT. 

Oh noKa3a^ HHKOAeiwy uapcKHti Tonop H3 otuijih^o- 

BaHHOrO KpeMHJI C pyKOHTKOH, 06jl0>KeHH0fi 30J10T0M. Bo 

bck) AJiHHy ee THHyjiwcb K/iefiMa h b Ka^AOM KJieHMe — 3HaK 
OAHoro H3 uapew, npaBHBiiJHx ao MAaH<|)Hpca. riepBbiM 6wji 
6or, wbe H3o6pa>KeHHe b poAy maHcfmpca h cpeAH noA- 
B^acTHbix eiwy nuieMeH hocht Ha m,HTax, Ha wenpaKax, bw- 
HJHBaiOT Ha CTeHax na/iaTOK. 3to — Be^HKHH Bo6p, npa- 
bhbiuhh Ckh^hch cto MeJiOBenecKHx, ABaAuaTb kohckhx h 
neTbipe JiHCbwx >kh3hh TOMy Ha3aA. Oh hcthkhwh OTeu ua- 
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pen, a He 3Meft, ot KOToporo BeAeT cboh pOA CKonacHc. 
K/iefiMo c H3o6pa>KeHMeM 3Me» Ha ero Tonope CAejiaHO ac- 
aom CKonacHca. 3to 3HaioT Bee, h hhkto He BepHT b ero 
npoHCxojKAeHHe ot 3Mea. Poa ero nomea HeH3BecrHo ot- 
KyAa. To^bKO 6o6p Mor AaTb acH3Hb uapcicoMy noKOJieHHK), 
AOKa3aTejibCTBOM neMy oiy>KMT ero 6^aroyxaHHa», He BCTpe- 
HaiomaacH hh y OAHoro 3Bepa, crpyji. riocne Hero npaBHJiH 
noj\y6o6pbi t nojiy-nioAH. PaccKa3biBaiOT, hto eme b neTBep- 
tom noKo^eHHH y npaAeAa MAaHcjwpca 3aMeTeH 6biJi 606- 

pOBblH XBOCT. TaKHM OH H300*pa}KeH H Ha OAHOM H3 30JIOTbIX 

K/ietiM cBflmeHHoro Tonopa. 

Ho cbohm paccKa30M Tepaiwie tw B3Bo;iHOBa^ Me- 

HH. ECJIK 3^JlHHbl CMHTaiOT erO HaillHM npeAKOM, 06 3TOM 

HaAO noAyMaTb. 3;uiHHbi MyApw. A tu paccxaHCH MHe eiu,e 
o HeM. 

Hhkoacm o6t>jichh^ Bee noABHrH Tepaicjia, H3o6paiKe- 
hhh KOTOpbix HaxoAHJi Ha Ba3ax; 6opb6y c AHTeeM, 6HTBy c 
JlepHewcKofi rHApofl, c HeMeficKHM JibBOM, y^HficTBo Kaicyca. 

MAaHcf)Hpc aiyiua^ c 3aAyMHHBbiM bhaom. IIotom, b3»b 
rpeKa 3a njienH h 3arjiflA*>iBaH b caMyio Aymy, cnpocitn: 

A hto, earn 3to Jio>Kb? 

HeT, u,apb! 3;uiHHaM H3BecTHo npoHCxo>KAeHHe 
Bcex HapOAOB. Ohh h npo nepcoB 3HaiOT. 3tot HapoA 
Toace 6o>KecrBeHHoro npoHCxojKAeHHji, BeAeT Hanajio ot 
Apyroro cwHa 3eBca. Ho tw Moaceiiib ropAHTbca nepeA Bce- 

MH: HH OAHH H3 OTnpblCKOB BceAep>KHTe^H, poacAeHHbix OT 

CMepTHblX KeHlUHH, He COBepiIIHJI CTOJIbKO nOABHrOB H He 

6b«i TaK B03BejiHMeH ^K)AbMH h 6oraMH, KaK repami, tboh* 
npeAOK. 

BjieAHbiH MAaH^Hpc BoocnHKHyji: 

fl 3HaK), HTO 3JUIHHbI MyApbl H JIK>6*JII0 HX 3a 3TO, 
HO 3HaK), HTO OHH XHTpbl H KOBapHbl. HaiHy HeCTHOCTb H 

AOBepHHBocTb o6t>jichjik)t cjja6ocTbio Hauiero yMa h ropAHT- 
c%, KorAa o6MaHbiBaiOT Hac. Bot noneMy » totob KaKAoro 
3/uiHHa yBeHnaTb uapCKHM bchuom 3a ero yM, a noTOM OTpy- 
6*HTb rojioBy 3a HenpaBAy. 
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3Haeiub jih kto $? 9i cwh Cojih» h njieMHHHHK AHa- 
xapcHca. BaM jih, sjumnaM. He 3HaTb AHaxapcnca? 

Ho Hhkoacm He 3Ha^. Tor.ua MAaHcJmp onjiTb cnpocwi: 

r 

M3BecTH0 jih Te6e, Hro6b\ uapn C3ahjih yHHTbca 

MyApOCTH b nyjKHe CTpaHbl? 

HHKOAeM noKanaji to/ioboh. BoeBaTb h rpa6HTb e3AH- 
jih, ho 3a MyApocrbK) — HHKorAa. Uapb MyAp ot pokachhh. 
Tan bo Bcex crpaHax. 

Ho y Hac 6biJiH uapH, Hbg MyApocrb 3aKJH0Hajiacb 

B TOM, HTOdbl He CHHTaTb CeCfa MyApbIM OT pOMCAeHHH. TaKOB 
M08 A^AH, BeJIHKHH AHaxapCHC, CMHpHBUIHH UapCKyK) TOp- 

Aocrb h noexaBuiHH k BaM 3a Mope. Oh 3Haji Hamy jiiodoBb 
k MyApocTH h xoTeji npHBe3TH ee ot Bac. Jl njiany o HeM, 
KorAa BcnoMHHaio. Oh MHoroe bhacji b 3juiaAe h MHoroe 
ysHan. Ho oh craji xcepTBOH Baiuero KOBapcTBa — npHBe3 
b CkhcJmio BMecre c pa3yMHbiM h nojie3HbiM — HaB»3aHHbie 
BaMH o6bmaH h o(5pHAbi, c noMom,bio KOTopux bu xoiejiH 
pacnpocrpaHHTb cbok) Bjiacn> Ha HauiH 3cmjih. OTeu moh 
Cojihh He crepneji H3MeHbi h nycrHJi b Hero crpejiy... OTeu 
Mofi Toace 6biJi npaB. M bot *, MAaHcJwpc — OAHHaKOBo 

HTy OTUa H AflAK) JHO&IK) 3JIJIHH0B H HeHaBHMty HX B TO 

>Ke BpeMa. H Macro npo3peBaio b mohx AyMax, hto He bcmho 

HM B03H0CHTbCfl yMOM HaA HaMH. ByAeT AeHb, KorAa ocny- 

AeiOT hm XHTpbie h HeAo6pbie h npHJio>KHTCji oh k npaBAH- 
bmm h Ao6^ecTHbiM. M TorAa — rope BaM! Ho tw He ne- 
najibCH. KorAa ckh^ckhA Men 6jiecHeT HaA TBoefi othh3ho8, 
nycrb BauiH jiioah BbiflAyT bot c sthmh Ba3aMH Ha rojioBax, 
h Men onycTHTCfl... 

riOTOM OHH CT0HJ1H y BeHHoro POAHHKa. MAaH(j)HpC 

npOTHHyji HHKOAeMy cboio 30JiOTyio Mauiy, HanojmeHHyio hh- 
crofi, KaK KpHcrajui, crpyefi, h Hhkoacm iihji CBHTyw BOAy 
b 3HaK totobhocth wiy^cHTb HAaH(|)Hpcy, AOKOJie He 6yAer 
coKpymeH flapHfi — Bpar Ckh^hh h SjuiaxM. 
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IX 



npMii.no BpeMH h ATOCce npeacTaTb nepeA Ma^h- 

(})MpCOM. 

Ee Be^M c eme 6*o;ibuieH TOpHcecTBeHHOCTbio, HeM Hh- 
KOAeMa. Bca Ckh<|)hh 3Havia o rmeHHOH uapHue. O He& neJiH 
necHH, cK^aAbieajin cKa3KH h Tenepb cawa crenb He BMe- 
ii;a^a >KenaBiijHx B3rjiaHyrb Ha Hee. 

CkhcJ) npHBe^ ee CBH3aHHyio k uapCKofi n&naTKe h, KaK 
TcwibKo MAaH(|)Hpc Bbiuien — pa3pe3a^ BepeBKH h TCWiKHyji 
Tan, hto ATOCca yna^a b HorH uapio. OmeJiOMJieHHaa, OHa 
yBMAe^ia Be^HnecTBeHHoe, jiacKOBoe jihuo MAaHcfwpca, rpy- 
6bivi 3ojiotoh 6pacneT, KOTopbiM HaAesa^H eft Ha npaeyio py- 
Ky, yaibiwa/ia pes Tannbi, npHBeTCTBOBaBiueH ee, KaK Hese- 
cry uapa. TorAa odepHyBiiiHCb, hto^w HafiTH rjia3aMH 
AAOHHca, CAena^a k HeMy HecKCUibKo maroB h ynajia 6e3 

MyBCTB. • 
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5! — flAPHH AXEMEHHfl 



I 



CoBepmw^ocb norpe6eHHe h ycnoKoeHwe b 3eM.ne ce- 
mhh, co3pe;iH KopeHba h KJiy6HH, noA3eMHbie KJiaAOBbie rpw- 
3yHOB HanojiHH;iHCb 3anacaMH, o6yHH;iHCb jieTaTb nTeHuw 
h co6Hpa^HCb b 6ojibiuwe craH rjw oTJieTa. CTenb, 3asep- 
ujaa BeJiHKoe acjio, KJioHH./iacb ko cny. Ho bcio ee ot McTpa 
AO TaHanca npope3&na ryiyGoicaa MopiuHHa 3a6oTbi h rHeBa. 
Ka>KAbiM BbicoxuiHH CTe6*ejib me^eCTea o MeerH, o B03Aaa- 
hhh Bpary. <t>HJiHHbi no HonaM npH3biBa/iH k H3rHaHHK) ny- 
>Ke3eMueB, jihchum jiajuiH Ha cepe6pjJHbie 3HaMeHa h Ha 
nbiiiiHo y6paHHbix cjiohob, a ra^KH cocraBji^H 3aroBopbi 
npoTHB JXapun h rpoMKO coBema^HCb Ha 3ape. CTenb >Keji- 
Taa, BbiHOKeHHaji 3aAwxajiacb b nbi^n, b ropaneM B03Ayxe, 
BapHJiacb b KpacHOM BapeBe 3aKaT0B h rp03Ho CBepnajia 
3apHHu,aMH no HonaM. 

ynopHbiH Bpar npoAOJiKa^, KaK Mte;ie30M, npOBOAHTb 
cyposyio 6opo3Ay no ee JiHuy. Hhkto eme He 3axoAH;i TaK 
Aa^eKo h He 6pocaji Bbi30Ba ckhcJjckhm npocTopaM. M itoiwy 
OTKpbiBajiHCb hx rjiy6nHbi, kto yiweji HHTaTb b hx xafiHax, 
crano H3BecTHo, hto .HapnH ocy>KAeH h npHroBopeH k th- 
6ejiH. Ero npeAO crepe rajiH CBeKHe BeTpbi c MeoTHAbi, eMy 
KpHHa^H cran bopohob, cjieAOBaBiuHX 3a bohckom. Eme oh 
rHa;i nepeA co6oh ckh(})ob, paccHHTbiBaa HacrrHrHyTb h pa3- 
6HTb, ho yate Bca crenb 3Hana, hto oh tohhtcji 3a npH3pa- 
kom. Be3yMeu, npecneAOB&n 6e3yMu,a. 

EeACTBHe, ropManiuee H3 Bcex, hto 6bum ao chx nop, 
noceTHjio ero. CKHqbbi noAoacrvw CTenb. Becb AeHb THHy.no 
rapbio, aie3H^HCb nia3a, CKpe6jio noA nepenoM, a k hohh 
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HaABHHy;iCH orHeHHbifi yparaH. KorAa oh, aohah AO nepcoB, 
pa30pBajicH HaABoe m apKHMH jieHTaMH cran o6xoAHTb Jia- 
repb, nepeA AapneM OTKpbuiacb nepHaa, HenpOHHuaeMaa 
6e3AHa. 

— Mepe3 HeTbipe aha ooiw h kohh naAyT, KO-necHHUbi 
h rpy3bi 6yAyT 6poiueHbi, a noTOM bohcko jwkct KocrbMH, 

— yCJlblllJaJl OH HbK)-TO B3BOJIHOBaHHyK) penb. 

Uapb noTpe6oBaji coBeTa y npHCjiHaceHHbix. Ohh moji- 
Ma^H. TojibKO ABoe npeA-noxcHJiH HeMeA-neHHoe OT(rryn/ie- 
hhc. 3to hoxoahjio Ha yAap mojiotom. 

JXapnid Mor BepHyTbca b Cy3bi TO^bKO no6eAHre^eM. 
Mwaib o tom, hto, pacrepHB nojioBHHy Bowcica h hh pa3y 
He noBCTpenaB Bpara, oh B03BpaTHTca noA 6paHb h npo- 
oflTHH nepHH, noA KOJiKHe HacMeuiKH 3HaTH — AyuiH^a ero 
6o;ibwe, neM aum no>icapHma. Oh K0Jie6anca: OTpy6HTb jiu 
6e3yMu.aM hocm, yiuH, Bbipe3aTb *3biKH hjih CAejiarb bha, 
hto He oibima^ hx cnoB? 

TorAa 3aBoropnji Are^an. 

HeT, uapb, OTCrynaTb mo>kho 6ujio ao noMcapa. 
Tenepb no3AHo. CTenb no3aAH Hac BbiropHT Ha dojibineM 
npocrpaHCTBe, MeM cnepeAH. CKHt}>bi nycTHJiH oroHb b Hamy 

CTOpOHy, HO TOrO, HTO JIOKHT y hhx Ha nyTH, ohh Mcenb He 

craHyT. ripoAo;i>Kafl npecjieAOBaTb hx, mm CKopee AOCTHr- 
HeM TpaBbi, neM o6paTHBumcb BcnHTb. BeAb spar HaxoAHT- 
c« ot Hac Ha paccTOWHHH OAHoro-AByx ahch nyTH. 

K^HHycb, ArcnaA, earn ceroAHH tw oica>KeuJbCH 
npaB, MHjiocrrb moh npe6yAeT Ha Tede bchho! 

rio coBeTy ropoyHa, BbiCTynH^H, HecMOTpa Ha HOHb. 
KoHHHua h Bep6jiK>Abi cpa3y Ke yroHyjiH bo Mpaice. Mm Be- 
JieH0 6**flo hath Hajierxe n KaK mohcho CKopee AOCTHrHyTb 
Tpaew. Hto6*m ooiob h MyjioB CAejiaTb GbicrpoxoAHbiMH, 
nacTb houjh c hhx nepejio>KH;iH Ha 6oeBbie kojicchhuh. 
nojiKOBOAuu BopnanH. Ohh 6osumcb nonacrb b 3acaAy. Ho, 
no MHeHHio rpeKa, CKHqbw <5bura Aajieico b 3Ty HOHb h ko- 
BapcTBa hx mo>kho 6wjio He onacaTbca. 

CTBeHH^" 1 B TaKOfi TbMe ' t,T0 HejIb3H 6hino yBHAeTb co6- 

°" PyKH. JIk) AH naAa^n B.oBparn h paHH.™ ceo* co6- 
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CTBeHHbiM opy>KMeM. Mx ocraBJWJin yMHpaTb. Bbui cjiyMan, 
KorAa ABe to-thim, HaABHHyBuiHCb Apyr Ha Apyra h He 6yAy- 

MH B CHJiaX pa30HTHCb, nOAHJIJIH TaKOH lIiyM, MTO UjeAUJHH 

no6jiH30CTH OTpHA nepcoB Hana^ Ha hhx, npHHAB 3a Henpn- 
flTejia. BHTBy ocrraHOBH^H, ho paHeHbix oiWTb He noA^Hpa- 
jih. K yTpy nepcbi, ycrajibie, ponmymjie, <5pejiH HecTpofiHOH 
opAOH h Tpe6oBanH OTAbixa. Areviaa cKa3an: 

nycrb naAaiOT 6ojibHbie h ycrajibie, nycrb noB03KH 
h Atyjibi ocTaioTCH b crenn — Hauie cnaceHHe b HeycraH- 

HOM ABHMteHHH. 

nocne nojiyAHH ponoT ycHJiH;ra h HaMa^bHHKH c Tpy- 
AOM noroHflAH roTOBbix 3acHyTb Ha xoAy JHOAefi. ApHapaMH 

npHcrrynH^ k Arenaio c rpy6oH 6paHbio. 

CyMeeuib jih, rocnoAHH, pa36yAHTb nepe3 ABa naca 
ycHyBUiee bohcko? — cnpocn^ ero ropoyH. 
K Benepy oh corjiacH-nca Ha otawx. 

Ho Ban HOHb HacrynHJia crpaiiiHee nepBofi. MecTHOCTb 
nepeceK&no MHoacecrBo osparoB, aho KOTopwx nepcw 
ycivia^H cbohmh TpynaMH, cyiOMaHHbiMH noB03KaMH, Ko^ec- 

HHUaMH H H3AbIXaK)LUHMH KHBOTHblMH. B Ty HOMb KOHH 

CHJibHO noxyAe^H. YBHAeB HayTpo hx BBa^HBiiiHeca norHbie 
6oKa, ArejiaH Beneji o6jierMHTb hx Homy. Mx Macro ocraHaB- 

JlHBailH AJI# OTAbixa, HO KOHH Bbl6HBa^HCb H3 CHfl H nOA 

KOHeu, cra/iH xpaneTb. 

UapcKaa CBHTa po6KO, HeB3HaMan poHHJia 3aMeMaHHH, 
KJioHHBuiHeca k norn6e^H Arejiaji. Uapio aohcoih, mto yace 
nojiOBHHa ero Ko/iecHHu, ocrajiacb b crenH co cnoMaHHbiMH 

AblHJJiaMH H pa30HTbIMH KOJiecaMH. IIotom OH ycjibimaji, MTO 

bohcko 6peAeT b 6ecnopHAKe, 6pocaeT iuhtw h npn BCTpeMe 
c BparoM He b cH.rcax 6yAeT conpOTHBJiHTbca. npHiu;io H3- 
BecrHe o naAe>Ke kohch. FIpeKpacHbie nHTOMUbi 3jiaMa ocra- 
BajiHCb jieacaTb c ocK&neHHbiMH 3y6aMH Ha o6rope/ion 3eivuie. 

KorAa napb pa3MbiujJijui HaA 3thmh anyxaMH — b boh- 
CKe Hanajiocb cmjitchhc. HaBCTpeMy ABHra^acb cepaa ne^e- 
Ha nbwiH. 

M3MeHa! npoiuiHTbiH rpeK OTAaji Hac b pyKH Bpara! 

Arenas cxBaTHJiH, 3aKOBa^H h Aapnfi nocrraBH/i 3a 
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eriHHofi y Hero nepHoro Hy6HHu.a c mchom, 4To6bi chcctm ro- 
jioBy, KaK TO^bKo CKH(J)bi npH<5jiH3flTCfl Ha ncwieT CTpeJIbl. 
Bojkah nbiTaJiMCb npHBecTH bohcko b nopflAOK, ho oho ne- 
peMemaJiocb HacroJibKo, mto CAeviajiocb KpHMaiuHM, TOJiKa- 
k)u;hmc5i cdpoAOM, ot Hero HHnero He;ib3H 6bino o>KHAaTb, 
KpoMe 6ercTBa npH nepBOM Mce HaTHCKe. 

ApHapaMH pa3opBa^ Ha ce6e 0Ae>KAbi. 

Ho b npnCriHwaiomeHCfl nwjiH 3aMeTH.riH OHepTaHHH 
rop6oB, necrpOTy 3HaKOMbix ruiameH, no3biBHbie cnrHanbi. 

3to B03BpamaJiHCb Bep6^M>Aw, nocnaHHbie BnepeA AreviaeM. 
Ohh c^o>kh;ih cbok» noK^aHcy h npHui/iH B3«Tb HOByK). npH- 
Hec;iH Becrb, hto TpaBa HafueHa h HaxoAHTCH Ha paccro- 
hhhh nojiyAHa nyrH. 

— HeT, rpeK, re6e He cy>KAeHO yjwepeTb no30pHoio 

CMepTbK), CKa3aJI AapHH, TbI KOHMHUJb ahh Ha 30Jiore 

h nypnype! 



II 

AaBHo 6buio 3aMe4eH0, mto nojioca BbiTonTaHHoft 3eM- 
j\n, KOTopyjo ocTaB^ji^H 3a co6om OTCTynaBuiHe CKH(j)bi, no- 
CTeneHHo cy>KHBa.nacb. BHan&ne 0Ha 6buia Heo6o3pHMa, no- 
tom HeMHorHM npeBocxoAH-na uinpHHy Boc(J)Opa, a He3aAOJi- 
ro ao nowapa yMeHbiijH^acb ao uiHpHHbi BopHC(})eHa. Apna- 

paMH 06-bHCHHJI 3T0 TeM, HTO CKH<})bI FiepeCTpOHJIHCb H HAyT 

AJihhhoK kojiohhoh, ho Arejiafi AyMa^ Apyroe: 

— Mw npecneAyeM He bohcko, a icyny 6poA»r. 
Tenepb, KorAa npouuiH nojiocy cMepTH, HnrAe He Ha- 
xoAHJiH npH3HaKOB CKH(f)CKoro BoflcKa. Oho pacTaaflO, pac- 
TBopnjiocb b npocTpaHCTBe, yiwio b 3eMJiio. HeKoro cranio 
npec^eAOBaTb. nepcbi 6bum b avtymeHHH. BecueJibHocrb 
npoAo^HceHHji noxoAa, no oioBaM <t>apHacna, CTajia hchoh 
Aa>Ke ocjiaM h My^aM. Ka3£uiocb h caM ,fl,apHH mcact aoctoh- 
Horo noBOAa, hto6u ocraHOBHTb Aa^bHeHiuee npOABHHte- 
hhc Ho hhkto He peuiajica cKa3aTb cnoBa. Bohcko nonpexc- 
HeMy, war 3a maroM noicopfijio yHbwiyio SecKOHenHyio crenb. 
OcnenHTe^bHo cBepKHyjia Me^OBaa ropa, k KOTopofi JUa- 
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piw noTHHyjio, KaK k cojmuy. Oh npw6jin3Hncsi k Hen bo 
nnaBe Bcero ABopa, oKpyweHHbiw CecciviepTHbiMH. TorAa 
oKa3ajiocb, hto ropa ctoht Ha 6epery 6oj\biuovi peKH, npo- 
TeKaBuiefi BHH3y, noA KpyTbiMH cicnoHaMH. Hhkto 3Toro He 
o)KHAa^, Aame Arenaft. npocrepmncb nepeA AapHewi, oh 

BOCIWIHKHyji: 

— B^aAbiKa, Tbi npeB3oiueji aiaBoio Bcex uapew! Tbi 
caM He 3Haeiiib Be^HMHH CBoero noABHra. nepeA too*oh Ta- 
Hanc — noaieAHHH H3 ckh(|)ckhx peK. 3Aecb KOHHaiOTCH Ckh- 
<Jwh h Espona — HaMHHaeTCH A3hh. Kto AOCTHr&n sthx 
npeAe^OB? HbH Aep3aHHH cpaBHjrrca c tbohmh? Tbi no6e- 
Ahji. Tbi npouieji Ckhc})hh) H3 KOHua b KOHeu h Hcno.iHHJi 
Bee, mto 6orn bjio>khjih b cepAUe Te6e. 

Uapb 6^arocooHHo Bbiaiyiua^ rop6yHa h AOJiro cto- 
aji HaA TaHancoM. 

C BbicoTbi weTbipex we^OBeMecKHx pocroB Ha Hero 3H»- 
.na nacrb neiuepu. K Heft npopy6w^H CTyneHH h uapb noA- 
Hfuicx no MejiOBOMy CK/iOHy. riemepy HanojiH$i;iH kocth. 
MyAOBHinHbie pe6pa h nepena BbiCTyna^H H3 MpaKa Bnepe- 

MOKKy C n03BOHKaMH, nOXOJKHMH Ha Me^bHHMHbie >KepHO- 

Ba. M3 HeBHAaHHbix HejnocreH TOpnajiH 3y6bi, KaK y 6opOHbi. 

— Hto 3to? 

JXapw nopa3H^H 6hbhh, noAHHMaBiiJHecfl H3 xaoca 
octobob. Ohh HanoMHHanH corHyTbie ApeBecHbie ctbojim, 
HCTomaa Mbiaib b AoraAKax o 3Bepe, KOTOpoMy moivih npH- 
HaA^ie>KaTb. 

3to kocth nyAOBHin, BbixoAHiUHx H3 MpaKa, onpy- 
>naioiuero CkhcJ)hio, — CKa3a^ Arejian. 

,UapHfi 6h\j\ 6;ieAeH. Ha jioy npocTynH^ noT. Oh yeAH- 
hhjica b HOCHJiKax, a yTpoM npHKa3a^ HawaTb coopywe- 

HHe CTeHbl. Ee CTpOHJIH H3 rVIHHbl, neCKa H H3BCCTH. T^HHy 

MecHJiH b oojimiihx HMax h H3 Hee AeJia^H KHpnHHH, noxo- 
)KHe Ha rpoMaAHbie 6jiokh. CTeHa Bbipacrajia b HecKOJibKo 
cot maroB ajihhoh h b njiTb HejiOBenecKHx pocroB. KorAa 
ee 3aKOHMH^H, Jlapuvi seneji Bbicewb Ha Hen CBoe H3o6pa- 
meHHe h HaAnncb: 

«MH^ocTbK> Arypa-Ma3Abi, H, flapHH AxeiweHHA, uapb 
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uapefi, cwh TMCTacna, onycrH^ cronbi cbohx Hor b npeAejiM 
canHim h TbMbi, b py6eacH EBponw h A3HH. % CMHpHJi Mcrp, 
Twpac h THnaHHC, notcopHA BopHC(})eH h nonpar Bee Ma- 
jibie CKHcfiCKHe peKH. CnyHKy, uapa ckh^ob, ruieHH^ h 3aico- 
Ba^ b >Ke^e30. Ckh^m 6emajiH ot Moero rHeBa h hh pa3y 
He CMevm onwHyTbCfl h yBHAeTb rpo3y Moero jiHua. H npo- 
uen Bee 3ejwiH uapcrrBeHHbix ckh(J>ob, pa3opHJi, witmui h 
ewer 3ejvuiH arac}>HpcoB, HeBpos, rejioHOB, ana30HOB, 6opHC- 
<})eHHTOB. Si o6paTHJi b Ao6biny hx cra^a, Men h actch. H 
3a6pa^ ot apHMacnoB Bee 3ojioto, noxniueHHoe y rpH<|)<|)0- 
hob. fl BHAe^ CMacTJiHBbix rMnep6opeeB h no3Haji hx TaftHbi. 
nyTb HHTapji h nyTb 30JiOTa OTKpbuiHCb nepeAo mhoh. Bca 
Ckh<(>h$i BbironxaHa KonbiraMH mohx KOHeft h HanojiHeHa 
3bohom Moero opy>KHfl. M bot nepeAO mhoh He crsuio 6ery- 
iuhx BparoB. H Aomeji ao py6e>Ka TbMbi h 3arHan bo MpaK 
CBHpenwx MyAOBHiu. fl coBepuiHJi HeAocrynHoe cMepTHWM. 
91 yTBepAH^ CBoe MorymecrBo Ha KOHuax BceneHHofi*. 



in 



BOHCKO JIHKOB&nO. Hhkto He o6t>hbji3ji, MTO OHO HAeT 

Ha3aA, ho Bee 06 stom 3h&hh. 3H&nH, hto b CBoeiw abhkchhh 
o6oiiAyT Bbi>K>KeHHoe npocTpaHCTBO h BbiTonTaHHyio no- 
Jiocy, jiHuienHyK) Bcero jkhbopo. HaxoAHBuiHecH b iioctohh- 

HOM CTpaxe H Tfl>KeJIbIX ITpeAHyBCTBHflX jiioah c6pacbiBajiH 

AaBHBUiHH hx thct h noAHHMa/iH onymeHHbie ro^OBbi. B03- 

ABH>KeHHeM CTeHbl H HaAnHCbK) Ha HeH flapHH 3aKaHMHBaJI 
BOHHy. 

MecTHOCTb nouuia HepoBHaa, Macro nonaAajwcb xoji- 
mh h OBparn, nopocuine KycrapHHKOM h mctikhm .necoM. Ma- 
th ct&tio TpyAHee, ho Bee npeoAOJiesajiocb c jiencocTbio h 
BooAymeB^eHHeM. ,Ha>Ke nycTbiHHocrb crenn h OTcyTCTBHe 
Bpara, yrHeTaBiune npeiKAe, Tenepb He nyr&nn. Bee ysepo- 
BajiH b 6\rcaronoJiyMHoe B03BpameHHe. 

KoHMaaocb jieTO. Ty^H, BHan&ne 6enbie, crsum cbhh- 
UOBeTb. no nojiio noKaTHJiHCb, noAnpbirHBaa, iuapoo6pa3- 
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Hbie BeHHKH cyxoft TpaBbi. Mx rHa.no h Kpyrajio, KaK Mop- 

CKHe BOJIHbl. 

B oahh H3 TaKHx BeTpeHbix AHefi yBHACJIH BCaAHMKa, 

Hecuiero Ha KOHue Konba mto-to .TeMHoe, noxoatee Ha ro- 
jioBy. noA-neTes k nepeAHHM pflAaiw, oh onycnui Homy Ha 
3eM^K> h nocicaKaji Ha3aA> hto 6bijio chjiu. flapHio npHHe- 
cjih npeAMeT, 6pouieHHbiH ckh<})om. 3to 6biJi KO»caHbiH Me- 
iiiok. B HeM jiextam MepTBbie Mbiuib, jiaryuiKa h nTHua, a 
TaKKe rarrb crpan c 3e^eH0BaTbiMH HaKOHeHHHicaMH, HanH- 
TaHHbiMH 3MeHHbiM aaom. I_Upb 6hui ocKOp&ieH, paccepaceH 
h xoTei noKapaTb crcyr, npHHeciiiHX ckhc})Ckhh noAapoK, 
ho To6pHa3, ero Tecrb, BbicKa3an AoraAKy: He nocnaHHe 
jih 3to, 3aiwiiOHaK)mee b ce6e TafiHbiH cmmcji? TorAa £apHH 
6pocnji eMy MetuoK h npnKa3a;i pa3raAaTb. To6pHa3 cjwy- 
thjica, ho Aaji CBoe mriKOBaHHe. 

3T0 npH3HaHHe CKH(|)aMH TBOefi B^aCTH HaA HHMH, 

— CKa3aJi oh. — Ohh AaiOT Te6e seawiio h BOAy, CBHAe- 
TeJibCTBOM Hejviy onyacaT Mbimb h JiflryniKa; ohh AaiOT cbohx 
KOHefi, o6pa3 KOTOpbix npeACTaB^eH nTHueH, a npHCoeAHHe- 
HneM crpeji nojiaraiOT Ha cny>K6y Te(5e CBoe opy>KHe. 

AapHH 6biJi AOBOJieH. 

BoHCTHHy, 3to Tan! 

Ho ero oAOJienH comhchhji. 3aneM nocjiaHHbin y6excaA? 
M noHeMy TaKoe AeJio nopyneHO npocroMy roHuy, a He 
nwiiiHOMy nocoJibCTBy?.. 

B3rjiaA ero npo6e>Ka;i no OKpymaiomHM h 3aMeTHJi 
xMypoe jihuo Arenas. 

A TbI? 

Areaan npocHJi He AonpauiHBaTb, noTOMy mto, no ero 
mhchhio, 3to nocjiaHHe Aep3Koe h 3aK;noHaeT ocKop6HTe^b- 

HblH AJI5I UapH CMblOI. 

/lapHH HacraHBaj. TorAa rop6yn cKasaji: 

— Te6» npeAynpe>KAaloT, hto earn nepcw He CMoryr 

6bITb, KaK MblllJH, h He CnpHHyTCfl B 3eMJIK>, ecnH ohh, KaK 

JWryujKH, He yflAyr b BOAy hjih, KaK immw, He noAHHMyT- 
ca b B03Ayx — to Bee naAyr ot ckhc{)ckhx crpeji. 

KpHKH HeroAOBaHHyi aarjiyimuiH KOHeu; peHH. Arejiaa 
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xoxe^H nooHTb Ha rvia3ax y uapa, TaK hto JXapmo c Tpy- 
aom yAa^ocb BoccraHOBHTb nopflAOK. Oh h caM 6hui b 
crpauiHOM rHeBe, ho rpeK cbohm yMOM ycne^ npHo6pecrH 
HaA hhm HeodbmafiHyio anacrb. Oh omycTH^ ero, He CAejias 
HHHero xyAoro. 



IV 



Hepe3 Tpn ahh bohcko pacnojioxcujiocb Ha HOHb nepeA 
xojimhctoh rpjiAOH, noxoacefi Ha amepa, ycHyBuiero b cre- 
nn. B to BpeMji, KaK AOJiHHa y>Ke noAepHy;iacb cyMpaKOM, 
B03BbiLueHHOCTb npOAOJiata^a CBeTHTbca MeAHbiM 6^ecK0M, 
pa3^HBa« THxyio TopwecTBeHHocTb. TpedeHb xojimhctoh 
uenH BHe3anHO 3auieBe^H^cji. Ha HeM, Kan Ha xpe6Te Apa- 

KOHa, BbipOGHH lUIHHOBHAHbie OTpOCTKH. 

yTOM^eHHbiH AHeBHbiM nepexoAOM, Aapnff noKOH^CH 
b 3aKpbiTbix HocHJiKax. MbH-TO pyKa Aep3KO OTAepHy.ua 3a- 
HaBec. Uapb odepHyncH h ocrra^cfl hcabh^chm. no cmiOHy 
B03BbimeHHOCTH, KaK Tearo H3 KBatUHH, rycTO creKajia Jia- 

Ba KOHHoro BOHCKa. HecMOTpa Ha Aa^bHocrb paccTO^HHa, 
AapnH pa3JiHMa^ OTAe^bHbix BcaAHHKOB, noxojKHx Ha wr- 
pyujKH H3 o6o>K>KeHHOH r^HHbi. Bha&h, KaK HX M&neHbKHe 
jiouiaAKH 6oApo nepe6Hpa^H HoraMH. 

CnycKaacb k hoaho>khk) CKJiOHa, BcaAHHKH tohho yxo- 
ah^h b 3eMJiK>, a CBepxy, BbinHpaeMbie hcbcaomoh ciuioft, 

BaJIHJIH HOBbie Maccbi. 

Kan nepeA CMepTbio, /UpHK) npnnoMHHJiacb bch ero 
>KH3Hb. 3aneM oh Tyr, b stoE rjiyiiiH? M KaK 3TO crcyHHJiocb? 
OrpaiiiHbie mojihhh npo3peHHH ocbcthjih M03r. 

HepHaH paTb Temia c BepiiJHHbi xojimob, He npepw- 
Baacb hh Ha MHHyTy, noKa c nocneAHHM jiynoM 3aKaTa He 
noTOHyjia b cyMepKax. 

Ha nepCHACKHH CTaH Haoa.nH.nacb ivibioa Ma/maHH$i. 
LLIarH cyAb6bi rjiyxo oTAaBa^HCb b cepAuax. 

He Bbi jw KajiOBa^HCb Ha Hey^OBHMOCTb Bpara, 
Ha to, hto noTepHJiH HaAe>KAy ero yBHAeTb? — roBopHJiH 
npeABOAHTe^H, — hto >Ke CMyTHJiHCb Tenepb, KorAa oh, Ha- 

F 
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KOHeu, noHBHJicfl? JlHKyfiTe! Tenepb oh Ham! Oxna 6HTBa 

H BaiUH CKHTaHHH KOHHaTCJI. CKOpO yBHAHTe JKCH H A^TCM. 

FIojiaranH, hto ckh4>w cpa3y >Ke noKaacyTCj* b aojih- 
He, noaTOMy Bee B3$uiHCb 3a opyjKHe. Ho hhkto He nojiB- 

JIHJ1CH. 

B uiaTpe ^apHa To^nH^HCb no./iKOBOAUbi. KorAa Bo- 
rneo Arejiaw, ero cranH TOJiKaTb h He AonycrH.nn ao uapa. 

— B TBoeft xHTpocrH Tenepb HeT HyxcAbi, koctjih- 
Baa jiaryuiKa, 3Aecb peMb hact o 6nTBe h tu He AOJimeH 
0CK0p6^jiTb cbohm npHcyTCTBHeM coBeTa Myacefl bohhw. 

HayTpo, nyTb 3a6pe3>KHJ paccBeT, bohcko Hanajio 

CTpOHTbCJI C UiyMOM H TOJIKOTHefi. HHCVieHHOCTb nepcoB, He- 

CMOTpfl Ha noTepH, 6biJia eme crojib 3HaHHTejibHa, hto Kor- 
Aa ApnapaMH Bbiexaji nepeA tj)pOHTOM, oh yAHBHJicH ero 
npOT»>KeHHK). C npaBoro KpbiJia c TpyAOM mo>kho "dbuio 
pa3JiHHHTb ^HDAeft, ctohbiiihx Ha jieBOM. Oh oco6eHHO no- 
paAOBancH 6jiecTfliu,eMy BHAy KOJiecHHU, CTO^b 6jih3khx 
cepAuy uapji. CHJibHO yMeHbiiiHBiiiHeoi b nwc^e, ohh Bee 
ew,e npeACTaBJifljiw rpo3Hoe 3pejiHme. IipHKpeaneHHbie k 
KOJiecaM CTajibHbie kocw jipjiajiii hx fioxojkhmh Ha nTHu,, 
pacKHHyBuiHX CBepKaiomHe Kpbuibft. TaKHe me KOCbi, Ha- 
npaBJieHHbie ocrpHHMH KHH3y, npHAe^aHbi 6biJiH k 3aAHHM 
MacTflM KO^ecHHU. Hto Morvio ycroHTb npOTHB 3thx H3pe- 

3biBaiom,Hx b KycKH h 6pbi3JKymHx crpejiaMH Tcner? Ho h 
KOHHHua BbiiviHAe;ia 6oApo, a 3a Heio B3AbiM&nacb rycrafl 
nopocjib KonHH bohhob, chacbiuhx Ha BepoViiOAax. 

ApnapaMH AyMaji yBHAeTb cohmm ooopBaHueB, jihuich- 
hwx BOHHCKoro o&iHMba, a nepeA hhm CTOSMia paTb He xyme 

TOM, C KOTOpOH Kwp COKpyiUa^ HapOAbI, C KOTOpOH KaM6H3 

3aBoeBaji CTpaHy nnpaMHA h c KOTOpofl ^apnn yHHHTOHCHJi 
MHoroHHOieHHbix BparoB. Oh jibhjich k uapK) co CBeTJibiM 
jihuom h pacnpocrpaHHJi Ha Bcex Bepy b no6eAy. Bo;iHa 
6oapocth, 3apOAHBinayicj! b uapcKOM maTpe, npoicaTHJiacb 
no Bcejwy BOHCKy. 

FIojiKOBOAUbi He coMHeBanncb, hto nojiMHma Bpara Ha- 

XOAflTCS 6VIH3K0, CKpblTbie CKJiaAKaMH MeCTHOCTH. Ho BpeAW 

iwio. Ctoji nepeA nycTbiHHbiM nojieM, nepcw pa3AyMbreajiH : 
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He .noKHoe jim BHAeHHe fiocji&r ApHMaH, HTo6bi BCKOJieSaTb 
hx Ayx? Pa3rop&ncfl npocTofl crenHofl AeHb, He npeABe- 
maBUJHH HHKaKoro co6biTH». Tor^a, B36euieHHbiH MOJinaHH- 
eM ckh$ob, ^apHH Beneji Mn(|)po6ap3aHy c TbicaneH scaA- 

HHKOB ABHHyTbCfl K nOAHOHCHK) CKflOHOB, C KOTOpblX B4epa 

cnycTH^CH Bpar. MH<J)po6ap3aH He ycnen HCnanHHTb nose- 
;ieHHH. Tyji Bocic/iHuaHHH B03BecrH^ o noflB^eHHH ckh4>ob. 

ripHnas k rpHBaM jiomaAOK h noMaxHBaa mcm-to BpoAe 

6HMefi, OHH MH&KHCb, KaK BeTep. TOJIbKO 3TO 6"bIJIO He boh- 
cko, a KyHKa b cothio neaoBeK. riepcbi c yAHBJieHHeM cne- 
ah;ih 3a hx npH6jiH»ceHHeM. He BepH.nocb, MTo6bi hhhtojk- 
Haa ropCTb ocMcnHJiacb HanaCTb Ha uapcKoe bohcko. Rajit>- 
H03opKHe nap^HHe 3aMeTH;iH nepHbie tohkh, npbiraBiiiHe 
nepeA CKHcJ>aMM. 

3aHUbi! 3aftubi! 

Yc^biujaB ujyM, 3afiubi npncenn Ha pacroflHHH AByx 
no^eTOB CTpeibi ot nepcoB, noTOM copB&nncb h nocKaK&nH 

B CTOpOHy. CKH(})b! C THKOM H CBHCTOM flOJieTeJIH 3a HHMH 
BAOJIb nepCHACKOrO CTpOfl. HH mHTOB, HH KOIIHH, TOJIbKO 

apKaHbi y nonca Aa b pyKax A^HHHbie peMHH c tcmhumh ma- 

pHKaMH Ha KOHUaX, KOTOpblMH OHH nOMaXHBaJIH b B03Ayxe. 

9to caMoe ahkobkhhoc, hto MHe npmujiocb BHAeTb 
3a Bee moh noxoAbi, — cica3aji MH<|)po6ap3aH. Oh xoTe^ 
HawaTb npecneAOBaHHe, ho ApHapaMH — oct3hobhji. riy- 
CKaTb bohhob npoTHB 3toh cBopw?.. Co6aK Ha hhx HaTpa- 
BHTb! Pa6oB 3acraBHTb no^HTb hx na^icaMH!.. 

M3 pflAOB AOJieTeviH HacMeiUKH h xoxot. KaKoro ao- 
croHHoro npoTHBHHKa Haiueji ce6e u,apb uapew! Tenepb 
noHHTHo, noneMy mm He bhahm b rvia3a HenpHHTewi, eMy 
HenorAa BoesaTb c HaMH, oh aojdkch oxoTHTbca! I~Ioahh- 
jiocb HeroAOBaHne, 6paHb. 

ByAb npoK-nflT 3tot 6e3yMHbiH noxoA! Hh oaho bohcko 
b MHpe He HcnbiTajio CTo^bKO yHH>KeHHH. CeroAHfliiiHee 
cajwoe ropuiee. 

TorAa, coBceM 6jih3K0, Kan H3-noA 3eMJiH, bo3hhiuio 
6ecHHCJieHHoe bohhctbo Ha kohhx. riepcbi y3HanM b hcm 
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BHepaiiiHiOK) jiaBHHy h, nan Bnepa, npHTHXJW h 3aTaHJin aw- 
xaHHe. 

Orapbie bohhm flapHH, GbiBaBiune bo mhohix noxoAax, 
yMejiH no nepBOMy BHAy Bpara AoraAbiBaTbca 06 hcxoac 
oHTBbi. HeTOpon^HBocTb ckhc})ob noce;iHJia b hhx TpeBory. 
OHa B03pocria h oxsaTHJia Bee bohcko, KorAa BbiacHHJiocb, 
hto CKH(})CKaa rpoMaAa hact npOTHB OAHoro To;ibKO npa- 
Boro KpbiJia nepcoB. BapBapbi cyMe^H TaK 3aMacKHpoBaTb 
CBoe ABH>KeHHe, hto CMbicn ero oTKpbiJiCfl, KorAa ohm 6biJiH 
y>Ke y uejin h KorAa 6ojibuiaa nacrrb nepcoB nonyBCTBOBana 
ce6*a npa3AHbiMH 3pHTe^HMM Toro, hto coBepiuajiocb Ha npa- 

BOM KpblJIC 

TaM ctohjih KOJiecHHUbi, roTOBbie npeAynpeAHTb yAap 
BCTpenHbiM HanaAGHHeM, h ApMapaMHy ctohjio dojiwuoro 
TpyAa CAepJKHBaTb hx nopbm. Oh xoTeji noAnycrHTb npo- 
THBHHKa Ha paccroaHHe, yAoSHoe A-nfl BHe3anHoro yAapa. 
Ho npoH30iu.no Heo>KHAaHHoe. M3 ckh^ckhx phaob Bbuie- 
TeJiH Hae3AHHKH, HaBOAHBuine TpeneT cbohm bhaom. yca- 
Tbie, poraTbie kohh c rnasaMH, o6BeAeHHbiMH 6enovi, CHHeft 

H KpaCHOH KpaCKaMH, nOXOAHJIH Ha APHKOHOB. Kohhhkh, oag- 

Tbie b oapaHbH inyo"bi, BbraepHyTbie MexoM Hapymy, c or- 

pOMHWMH 6aUIHHMH Ha rOJIOBaX, Ay^IH B KOCTHHbie Tpy60HKH, 
npOH3BOAHBUIHe CBep^HlUHH 3ByK, 6HJIH B MeAHbie KOTJIbI, 
pa3AHpa^H CJiyX 3ByK0M TpeiU,0T0K. Ha KOHUaX A^HHHblX 

meCTOB h KonHfi nbijianii nynKH TpaBbi h Tpanok. JlouiaAH, 
3anpH>KeHHbie b KOJiecHHuw, noAHjuincb Ha Abi6bi, noTOM no- 
BepHyBniHCb Ha3aA, ycTpeMHjwcb Ha cboio nexoTy. Boacb 
6biTb CMHTbiM, neuiee bohcko BbiCTaBHJio KonbH, h kojicchh- 
Ubi niyMHbiM poeM noMHa^HCb BAOJib (j)pOHTa. ApnapaMH 
6pocH^CH Hanepepe3, nbrraacb oCTaHOBHTb, ho 6biji onpo- 
KHHyT h HaA hhm npoHec/iacb bch Cpsmaromaa h rpeMflmaa 
apMaAa. KorAa OHa cx;ibiHy;ia, ot nojiKOBOAUa He ocra^ocb 
oieAa. Tp03a cpa>KeHHH, 6eccTpauiHbiH ApnapaMH £>bui H3- 
pe3aH Ha naCTH, pacronTaH h BAaBjieH b 3eMJiio KonecaMH, 
hochbuihmh ero KorAa-To k no6eAe. BbiBeAeHHwe H3 CTpoa 
Ao Hanana cpaaceHHH KOJiecHHUbi o6h3>kh;ih nemee bohcko. 
Ha Hero 6emeH0 pHHyjiHCb ckh^w. Ohh MnajiHCb c npoH- 
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3HT&ibHbiM BH3roM, HanoMHHaioinHM boh BeTpa b Tpy6e, 

HT06bI BblAep>KaTb HaTHCK, nepCbl BTblK&nH ApeBKH KOIIHH 

b 3eAuiio, crapaflCb HanpaBHTb ocrpHe b rpyAb kohjim. Ho 
CKM(})bi, He aoxoah ao jihhhh, KpyTO noBepHyjiH h noacaica- 
/ih BAO^b nepcHACKoro crpoa, nanHBaa ero aojkacm crpeji. 

CTpe^JI^H C HeBMAaHHOfi JIOBKOCTbK) H 6*bLCTpOTOH. B TO 

BpeMfl, nan HeTbipe crpe/ibi eme bhccjih b B03Ayxe, rciTaa 
y>Ke cpwBa^acb c tcthbu. riepcw 3ax^e6biBa^MCb KpoBbio 

OT CMepTOHOCHOrO ^HBH3. 

3a nepBOH bojihoh KaTHJiacb Apyraa, Bee c TeM >ice 

3J10Beuj,HM BOeM. 3tH nOTpaca^H KpaCHblMH ApCBKaMH KO- 
nHH H ApOTHKOB, CBepKaJIH 6pOH30BbIMH H 30JIOTWMH 6JIH- 

xaMH c H3o6pa>KeHHeM 3Bepeft, yicpaiiiaBiiiHMH ceA-na, y3Aen- 

kh h caiwyio OAe>KAy ckh(J)ob. riepcw AporHy;iH, nonHTH- 

jincb h meTHHa hx KonHfl, crpauiHaa ajw ckhcjdckhx kohch, 

3aKcwie6a;iocb. B cneAyiomee MrHOBeHbe Bee cjvieiiiajiocb b 

BOAOBopOTe Me^oBenecKHx h kohckhx Ten. HasanHBiuHCb 

ropofi, cKH(})bi jiom&tih npasoe Kpwjio uapcKOH paTH. IIoji- 

KOBOAUeB Tenepb 3aHHMaJia Mbic/ib: yAacTca jih flapHio no- 

BepHyTb cboh Heo6o3pHMbiM CTpOH h BBecTH b cpa>KeHHe 

6e3AeHCTBOBaBuiHeBOHCKa npe>KAe,HeM peujHTcn ynacTbnpa- 

Boro KpbiJia. npHKa3bi uapn ujjih MeAJieHHO H3-3a HeoSbinaH- 

hoh A-flHHbi cJ)pOHTa. He AOJKHAaacb hx, oTAeribHbie nojiKH 

cra^M nocTynaTb no co6cTBeHHOMy ycMOTpeHHio. Bhaa Ka- 

thuuhhch cnpasa ckhc{)Ckhh Ban, nacJwiaroHCKan KOHHHua, 

CBepKaa MeAHbiMH n/iaeniHaMH, npHKpbmaBuiHMH rpyAb, 

rcnoBy h uieio KOHefl, copBa^acb c Mecra. 3a Hen nocjie- 

Aoea^H accwpHHUbi, nap(})3He, noTOM b 6*oh BBH3aJiHCb 

Bep6^K>Abi. OcTa^bHbie, kto KaK Mor, cneuiHjiH k Mecrry 
ceMH. 

riepcw HHKorAa He 3HanH BoeHHoro CTpoa, hx OTpHAbi 
6buiH npocro Boopy>KeHHbiMH TO^naMH, ho y Ka>KAOH To^nbi 
6buiH 3HaMeHa h npeABOAHTenn, ciuianHBaBiiiHe 6*ohu,ob bo 
BpeMH cpa>KeHH5i. 3to no3Bo^HJio xoTb HeMHoro ynpas;mTb 
ohtboh. Tenepb Bee cMemajiocb. Ba^H-nn rycron opAoft h, 
cdnBuiHCb Ha He6oJibiiiOM npocTpaHCTBe, KpHwajiH h mriKa- 
jiHCb, He 6yAyHH b coctohhhh pa3BepHyTbCH. Ciohob ot- 
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BanH b TbiJi, 6oHCb, KaK 6bi ohh He noTOirra/iH codcrBeHHoe 
bohcko. Monroe BpeMfl HQj\h3n 6bU\o noHHTb CMbicna npo- 
HCXOAHiuero. 

Xoth nepcbi, He BbiAepataB cKH^cKoro HarHCKa, ot- 
crynajiH, ho He MorviH ySencaTb H3-3a a^bkh h CTpauiHoro 
CKoruieHHH HapoAa. CrenwiKaM He npopy6HTbCH 6buio CKB03b 
hx TOJiwy. TorAa ohh OTXjibiHyjiH, KaK Mope ot 6epera, h 

o6Ha>KH^H nOCTpOHBUJHXCH B TbIJiy CapMaTOB, OAeTblX B 

KOJibMyrn h b cnymeHHbie Ha jiHua >ne^e3Hbie m^eMbi c 
peuieTKaMH. 

TeM BpeMeHeM, c Jiesoro icpbuia uijih Ha noMom.b nep- 
caM rycrrbie p$uw nemero BOHCKa, noAroHjieMoro 6hmchoc- 
uaMH. ^.apHH HeHCTOBCTBOBaJi, Tpe6yji, HTo6*bi oho uijio 6*bi- 
CTpee, ho eMy y>Ke TpyAHO 6bi.no ynpas^jiTb cpa>KeHH6M; 
ziymuHe ero noJiKOBOAUbi norHtwm. n&nH MH4)po6ap3aH, A6- 
'paK h AApOMe;iax, pacTonTaHbi cbohmh me kohamh nama- 
rHac h ApTanaT. IlexoTa 6biJia eme Aajieno, KorAa nepcbi, 
eABa ycneBiDHe nepeBecrH Ayx ot CKH4>CKoro HaTHCKa, 
yBHAe^iH HaABHraiomyiocH CTeHy KpacHbix capMaTCKHx iu,h- 
tob. 3a capMaTaMH ihjih TaBpbi, TopeTbi, tchhoxh, neiiiHe 
McnaHXJieHbi, aHApo({)arH, aopcw h HeBpbi. JlapHio He bhaho 
CbiJio cpa>KeHH», xotji oh ctosji Ha bwcokom KOJiecHHue. 
Oh pa3^Hwan To/ibKo pa am oxpaHjiBiiiHx ero 6*eccMepTHbix, 
noxo>KHX Ha MOJiamHxcfl b orpoMHOM xpaiwe, rviy6*HHa ko- 
Toporo TOHyjia b acepTBeHHOM AbiMy. TaM, KaK 3apocnH 
KaMbiuia, KawajiHCb KonbH. JXapw\o BHAeJiacb Kj\y6muancft 
nbiJibio AOpora nepeA BaBHJiOHOM, necrrpbiH 6a3ap, AaBKa 
B03Jie KonoAUa b nyCTbme. KorAa b 6oh BcryruuiH BepoViio- 
AH, 3to noxoAH^o Ha 3aMeuiaTe;ibCTBo y ropOACKHx BopOT, 
HecnocodHbix nponycrHTb cpa3y orpoMHoro KapaBaHa. 
UeHTp 6HTBbi yraAbiBafica no caMOMy wepHOMy KJiy6y nbuiH. 
TaM o neM-To HacTOHHHBo TBepAH^H r^HHHHbie 6apa6aHbi, 
pa3pbiBa^HCb Tpy6bi h BonjieM yacaca 3a;iHBa^HCb kocthhuc 

pO>KKH. 

FIo6eAa He AHB&nacb nepcaM. Ee, KaK KaMeHHbiH ko- 
jiocc, afieKOMbifl Ha nocrpOHKy xpajwa, He MorviH CABHHyTb 
c Mecra, HecMOTpH Ha ycHJiHH MHornx TbicflH pa6oB. Hy-rb- 
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eM onwTHoro nojiKOBOAua uapb noH*ui, hto Hacraji momcht 
Ka3HHTb HecKO/ibKo BoeHanajibHHKOB. Ho nona oh pa3AyMbi- 
B&n, npoH3om;io hto-to 3HanHTe^bHoe — tohho pyxHyji 
6o^bUJOH aom, noKpbiB Bee KpyroM o6.naKOM nujiH. Uapb 
noTpe6oBa^ y3HaTb, mto oiyMHJiocb, ho k HeMy y>Ke 6eHC&rt 
4>apHacn c pacceneHHbiM jihuom. 

Cnacaficfl, B&nHicHft uapb! Bee nornCwio! 

MeTbipe Te^oxpaHHTena, no 3Hany uapa, TOTnac npoico- 
jiojih ero KonbjiMH. flapHH Be^e^ bucoko noAH»Tb ce6», 
HTo6bi 6biTb BHAHbiM BofiCKy. Ho BOHCKa 6*eHcajiH, OnpOKH- 
Hyrbie h pacnbi^eHHbie capMaTCKHM TapaHOM. 

CKH(J)bi npH6^H>Ka^HCb k MecTy npe6biBaHHfl uapa. 
riyrb mm nperpaAH^a uenb MapAHeB, MOCCHHeKOB h $aMa- 

m 

HenueB, H3py6jieHHaa b oaho MrHOBeHHe. TorAa OTKpbiJiocb 

CB060AHOe npOCTpaHCTBO H CKH(|)bI OCTaHOBH^HCb B BOCXH- 

meHHH. TaM, b pa3HOUBeTHbix, 6oraTO pacuiHTbix oaok- 
Aax, c 30^otwmh o6pywaMH Ha roJiOBax h c 3o;iOTbiMH a6- 
jioicaMH Ha Konbax ctohjih 6eccMepTHbie. Ot hhx hcxoahji 

HOKHblH 3BOH. To 6p$m,a^H MaJieHbKHe KOJIOKOJIbHHKH, nOA" 

BeiueHHbie k KpaaM luhtob. Bapeapbi 3arjiHAeJiHCb Ha Kpa- 

CHBoe bohcko h <5oeBOH hx nwji nponaji. Ohh TOJibKO no- 
CTpcnflJiH b 6eccMepTHbix H3 jiyKOB, He npHMHHHB hm BpeAa. 
TeM BpeMeHeM noAoiujia nexoTa jiesoro Kpbuia. 

Ho BcnbiXHyBiuaH c hoboh" cmoft 6htb3l npoAOJi>Kajiacb 
He AOJiro. riepcbi BApyr Han&riH CpocaTb opymne h c ncica- 
>KeHHbiMH ot y>Kaca jinuaMH 6e>Ka^H, KyAa nona^o. Ha hhx, 
3HA5I 3aneKiuHMHCji BnaAHHaMH r;ia3, Hecnacb aienaa paTb 
CKyHKH. PaBHHHa noKpbwacb 6eryui,HMH. J,a>Ke Te, hto He 
ycne^H BcrrynHTb b 6oh h HaxoAHJiHCb AajieKO b cropoHe, 
no6e>KajiH. OrenHHKaMH oanaAe/ia paAOCTb HCTpe6\neHHa. 
Ohh HacrynajiH njiOTHOH MaccoH h npomjio mhofo BpeMe- 
hh, npeacAe neM CMorjin pa3BepHyTbca h B35iTb Bpara b 
yHHHTOKaiomHfi ncrcyicpyr. KorAa 3to npoH3omjio, nepcHA- 
CKHe Tpynw crajiH rpOM03AHTbca ropaMH. 

TorAa HaA aojihhoh npoHecca cKpeoyiuHR 3a Aymy 

KpHK, 3ar^yUIHBUIHH lljyM 6HTBW. CKH(J)CKHe KOHH B3BH- 

nnct> h uiapaxHy^HCb Ha3aA. UJepcTb Ha hhx noAHjuiaci* 
176 



Abi6oM. Mx c TpyAOM o6y3Aa^H h 3acraBH^H bo3o6hobmti> 
noroHio. Ho Tcwibico ycnenw HacrHrHyTb AoSbiny, kohh onjrrb 
Ha BceM CKany noBepHyjiH o6paTHO, 3aanbiiiiaB yacacHbin 

KpHK. 

PeBejiw ocjiw. Arejiafi coCpan hx BMecre h Bejie^ He- 
maAHo 6HTb najiKaMH. 06 hx pes, KaK o HeBHAHMbie cksuua, 
pa36HBajiHCb CKH$CKHe BojiHbi. TeM BpeMeHeM nepcw ao- 
cthivih 0603a h o6pa30Bajm 3aiuHTHbift Ban H3 noB030K. Ck>- 
Aa, KaK oBuw B 3aropoAKy, cderajiwcb o6e3yMeBuiHe Bonota. 
HaTHCK crenHjiKOB npeKpaTHJica. 



V 

Becb ocraTOK aha h bcio HOHb b nepcHACKOM craHe ko- 
najiH 3ejvuiio h hto-to coopyatajiH. Ckh^m nojiaraan, hto 
B03ABHraeTca 3eMJiHH0H Ban h 6bum oneHb Becenw, npeA- 
BKyuiaa jiencHfi KOHeu bohhm — CMepTb Bpara ot rojioAa. 
b co6cTBeHHOM yKpenjieHHH. Ho KorAa ohh HayTpo capaH- 
nefi ABHHyjiHCb Ha BpaacecKHH craH, nepeA hhmh bo3hhkjih 
rnraHTCKHe 6auiHH, HacnHTbiBaBuiHe KaxcAafl Aotfpyio cothk> 
uiaroB b nonepeMHHKe. Hx octobu, CKOJioneHHbie H3 JioMa- 
hhx KonHH, orvio6anb, ooViomkob kojicchhu, nepeBHTbix B03- 
>KaMH, o6pbiBKaMH peMHefi h TpjinoK, o6;ien^eHbi obiJiH 3eM- 
Jiew, fvihhoh, o6jio>KeHbi AepHOM. HaA hhmh KpyacwjiHCb 
nTHUbi, a Ha oahoh CHAeJi KOpmyH, no>KHpafl nepHbiH KycoK 
neneHH. nepcbi yujjiH h, Ka3arcocb, yHeaiH c co6oh y6HTbix. 
Hh oAHoro Tpyna, HanoMHHaiomero o BMepaumeM no6oHiu.e. 

CKH(|»bi KpyacHJiHCb BOKpyr 6auieH Ha pacc-roamm no- 
jieTa crp&ibi, 6oacb noAOHTH 6;iH>Ke. noKa3ancji Hhkoabm, 
BCTpeneHHbiH rpOMKHMH KpHKaMH. Oh CBepKaji KonbeM, jia- 
TaMH, uiJieMOM h B30p ero cbcthjich cnacTbeM BHepauiHen 
nodeAbi. MHorne bha^h, KaK oh, b caMbift pa3rap npecne- 
AOBaHH^ nepcoB, couien c kohji h, BcraB Ha KOJieHH, B03- 
AeJi pyKH k He6y. 3Hann TaKace, mto HaKaHyHe Ghtbm He 
cnan bcio HOHb, ck^ohchhwh nepeA Ma^eHbKofi 6enoPi cra- 
ryeH — eAHHCTBeHHOH, ocTaBiiieKcfl ot Bcex ero GoraTCTB. 
BapBapw cyeBepHo mth^h ero, bhah b Heiw MyAecHoro no- 
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oiaHua h BeCTHHKa no6eA- Ho oco6chho iiojik>6hjih 3a 

CICflOHHOCTb K CKH(})CKHM 06bI4a$lM. Oh HayHHJICH nHTb KO- 

6buibe mojioko, e3AHTb no-CKH(})CKH, npHnaB k Jiyne, Aa>Ke 
ecrb Bfl;ieHoe KOHCKoe mhco, pa3MarHeHHoe iioa ceA-noM bo 
BpeMH e3Abi. Oh AOJiro He Mor npHBbiKHyTb k HeMy, Bbiruie- 
BbiBaa CMpaAHbie ot noTa h rpH3H KycKH, ho npeoAO-neJi 

M 3TO. 

Oh CMejio ycrpeMH^cn k oahoh H3 6aweH h Boiuen b 
TecHoe, eABa 3aMeTHoe OTBepcrHe. Tcmhwh npoxoA BbiBen 
Ha M&neHbKyio ruiomaAKy b caMofi cepeAHHe unpKa. Ot Hee 
ropoA noAHHMa/iwcb Tpynbi, rpOM03AflCb BpOBeHb c BepxoM 
creHbi. Hhkoacm yBHAeji ce6a Ha AHe Kpaxepa, oopa30BaH- 

HOrO H3 MepTBblX TQJl. Elllfi B (5bITH0CTb CBOK) B Cy3aX 

bha^ TaKHe oaujHH Mo;maHHa, KyAa nepcbi chochjih noKOH- 
hhkob. Mx He^b3H 6bUio npeAaBaTb hm 3eM^e, hh BOAe, hh 
ormo, hh B03Ayxy, hx no>KHpa^H rojiOAHbie rpH(J)bi. Hhko- 
acm c coAporaHHeM BcnoMHHJi sthx oojibiunx 6evioro^OBbix 
nTHU, cothhmh CHAeBuiHX no KpynibiM creHaM h yMeBiiiHX 

B HeCKOJIbKO MHHyT OCTaBJIflTb OT HOKOHHHKa OAHH KOCTH. 
CKH^CKHe BOpOHbl OrpaHHMHBa^HCb TeM, HTO BblKJieBblBanH 

y MepTBeuos r;ia3a. 

B dauiHe ctoaji 3anax TJieHa, TyMaHHBiiiHH M03r h c>kh- 
MaBiuHH cepAue. 

OTKpwB CKH(})aM TafiHy 6ameH, Hhkoacm yroBapHBaJi 
MAaH4>Hpca KaK mo>kho cKopee noKHHyTb hx h HanaTb 
npecyieAOBaHHe HenpHSTe^a, ho crenHbix BOHTejien He jienco 

6hUlO OTOpBaTb OT AHKOBHHHOrO 3peJIHli;a, Ka^CAWH XOTCTI 

noSbiBaTb BHyTpw. 

flo^AHH npouiJio, npe^AC hcm ABHHyjiHCb BcneA Bpary. 

He ycne;i Hhkoacm Ao6nTbCfl BbiCTyruieHHH nocAeAHHX 
ocTaTKOB CTenHflKOB, KaK npnuijio H3BecTHe o hobom npe- 
nHTCTBHH. HaTKHyjiHCb Ha 6ojihuine kjictkh, paccTaB^eHHbie 

B nOJlC M3 HHX BblXOAHJIH TpOMaAHbie pbDKHe C06aKH c 

ApeMyHHMH MOpAaMH, c rpHBaMH. Ohh 3eBanH, mypmiHCb, 

vieHHBo pa36peAa^HCb no no-nio. Ckh^m npHiujin b Bocropr, 
KorAa oAHa H3 hhx, caMaa 6o;ibiiiaH, JieruiH Ha aeMJiio, Be- 
jiHwecTBeHHo noAHHJia ro^osy. Jlyhiax, hto hx CHOBa 3aro- 

r 
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HJHOT B KJieTKH, 3BepM BOpH^HBO, HO HOKOpHO BepHyjIHCb, 
JierjlH H TOJIbKO, KOrAS CKH(})bI nOAOUIJIM COBCeM 6JIH3K0, 

CTpeMMTenbHO bwckomhjih boh. 3a Ao-nroe cTpaHCTBHe ohh 
npHBwiyiH k cbohm KJieTKaM h Tenepb, orTecHeHHbie Bpa- 
>KecKHM HanopoM, nonyBCTBOBanH ceoa 6e3AOMHbiMH h ro- 
HHMbiMH. HarHyB MopAw ao 3eMJiH, ohh noTpaoiH crenb 
pbinaHHeM. 

HHKOAeM noMiajicg, mto 6buio chjim, ho npnexaB, 3a- 
crsui crpauiHyio CB&nicy. HaBCTpeny Cewajw oKpoBaB^eH- 
Hbie, H3ypoAOBaHHbie ;iioah, jiouiaAH c bojiohhbuihmhca no 

3eM^e BHyTpeHHOCTSMH. HaA paBHHHOH CT03^ OCTepBeHe- 

jibiH Bofi. KorAa yjiennocb CMflTeHHe, OTKpbiJiHCb MepTBbie 

TyillH JIbBOB CO MHOMCeCTBOM B0H3HBU1HXCJ! B HHX CTpefl 
H KOnHH, a B IlblJIH H3BHB&/IHCb H CTOHaJIH CKH(j)bI. 

TojibKO Ha Apyrofi AeHb yBHAe^H nepcHAdcyio rpojwa- 
Ay. OHa ocrasjisuia umpoKHH c/ieA H3 cnoMaHHbix noB030K, 
caoxujhx KOHen, MyjiOB h cotch paHeHbix. Flepcbi ujjih co 
CKopocTbio, nopa3HBiueH HHKOAeMa h MAaH(})Hpca. Ohh ot- 
Be3^H Aa^eKO ot AOporn uapacyio Tpy6y h ocraBH^H CBep- 
KaTb b crenH. MAaHi^Hpc He b CH/iax 6bin yAep>KaTb Bap- 
BapoB, ycTpeMHBuiHxcji Ha 6;iecTHmHH npeAMeT, KaK 6a- 
6omkh Ha oroHb. Oh h caM 6un onapOBaH nyAecHbiM co- 
opy>KeHHeM, paccMaTpHBaa KaacAbiH 3aBHTOK, Ka>KAyio bh- 
nyiuiocTb Ha Tpy6e. KorAa >ne HaynnjiHCbB Hee AyTb h HCTOp- 
raTb rpOMonoAO^HbiH pOKOwymnfi 3ByK — ■ BapBapbi npHinjiw 
b ujyMHbiH Bocropr. CaM uapb c Haaia>KAeHHeM Ayfl, noBep- 
ra« b CMjrreHHe cbohx cepbix jiomaAOK. TojibKo KorAa Hh- 
KOAeM ynaji nepeA hhm Ha kojichh, yMOJiaa HanaTb npecne- 
AOBaHHe, MAaH(})Hpc onoMHH^cg. 

FlepcoB Be;i Arejiafi. AapHfi, y3Has, mto ero paTb cnace- 
Ha ot HCTpe6jieHHfl XHTpoyMHoft BbiAyMKoK rpeica, npn- 
3Ba;i ero h Be;ieji BceM HcnojiwiTb ero npHKa3aHHH. Top6yH 
yHHMTO)KHji npeiKAe scero 0603. MeA^iHTenbHbix bojiob 3a- 
pe3a;i Ha mhco, 6oj\buiyK) Hacrb rpy30B po3Aa^ BOHHaM, a 

H3 nOB030K OCTaBHJI TOJIbKO CaMbie 6blCTpOXOAHbie. B HHX 

3anpar;iH KOHefi. 

Ar&nan 3Ha^, hto uapcKoe bohcko He toahtch rax 
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6htbu, ho xoTe^ coxpaHHTb 3a hhm cnoco^HOCTb o6opo- 
HflTbca Ha xoAy ot HaceAaBiuero npoTHBHHKa. 

Ilocne cnynaji co AbBaMH, cKH$bi crajiH ocropOJKHee 
b cbohx HanaAeHHHx h b cBoefl CTpeMHTenbHOCTH. Kor\aa 

OHH CHOBa HaCTHMH nepCOB H yHMHHJIH aCeCTOKHfi HaMCHM, 

Are^aH BbinycrH^ cjiohob, BHAa KOTOpbix He bmhochjih crren- 
Hbie .noLuaAH. B Apyrofi pa3 o*rnyrHy.n ooiHHbiM pesoM. B 

TO Xte BpeMH OH CO CTpailJHOH CKOpOCTbK) THaJI CBOe BOHCKO, 

He cHHTaacb c noTepflMH. BojibHbie 6pocariHCb 6e3 co>tta- 

JieHHfl, Tpy3bl H OtGhBIUHCCH >KHBOTHbie OCTaBJIJUIHCb B ao- 

6biwy CKH(})aM. Ot ero pa™, KaK ot KaMHa, nymeHHoro c 

BepUJHHbl TOpbl, OT^eTaVIH OCKOJIKH, OH KpOIIJHJICfl, HO CKO- 

pocTb ero B03pacra^a c KajKAWM ahcm. HcKycHO jiaBHpya 
h noJib3yacb BceMH cpeACTBaMH, Arejiafi nocTOHHHO Aepataji 
ckh({)ob no3aAH ce6fl, He AaBaa 3afiTH cnepeAH h 0Tpe3aTb 
nyTb. 

Hhkoacm Hanaji onacaTbca 3a ycnex npecneAOBaHHji. 
Oh Macro MpanHe^ npH mwcvih, hto spar yflAeT ot 3acny- 

>K6HHOfi Kapbl. CaMbIM CH/IbHbIM npenHTCTBHCM K yHHHTO- 
JKeHHK) nepCHACKOrO BOHCKa 6bIJIH CAOHbl. IlpOTHB 3THX 

ABH«<yiuHxcji xpaMHH CKH(f)bi HHnero He Mor^H noAeJiaTb 
h Ka>KAbiH pa3 OTCTynajiH, AaBaa BpeMfl nepcaM yfiTH. I4x 
kohh 6o5iAHCb oAHoro TOJibKO Tpy6Horo 3ByKa cjiohob, no- 
xo)Kero Ha Ape6e3>KaHHe KocrjiHoro pora. HAaH$npc npo- 
6osaji, no coseTy HHKOAeMa, BbicraBAflTb npOTHB g/iohob 
neuiHx KonefiiuHKOB h MeAJieHHbiM oTcrryruieHHeM 3aMaHH- 
BaTb MyAOBHtu k 3apaHee npHroTOBjieHHbiM h yicpbiTbiM 
2MaM. Ho Arejian Ka>KAbiH pa3 npoHHKaji b hx 3aMbic/ibi h 
yMai bo BpeMH yKAOHHTbCfl ot 3anaAHH. TorAa Hmkoacm 
BcnoMHHA npo Cn6epy. 



VI 



Bbuia nnyxaa HOHb, KorAa cjiohw, npHKOBaHHbie Kaat- 
Atifl 3a npaByio nepeAHioio h jieByio 3aAHK>K> Hory k toji- 
CTbiM }Kejie3HbiM KpioKaM, b6htwm b 3eMAK), cnoKOHHo no- 

B0AHAH OrpOMHblMH yiliaMH, yJiaBJIHBaBlIJHMH TOHHafllllHe 
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3ByKH Ha HecKOJibKO 4>apcaHroe b oicpyjKHocTH. TbMa 3toh 
hohh HanoMHHajia hm jiecHCTyio poAHHy. Tot me B;ia>KHbiH 

B03AyX, ^aCKaBUJMH nO^OCTH XO0*OT0B, Te >Ke B3A0XH H 11J0- 

POXH, AOHOCHBUlHeCfl H3Aa^eKa. 

Tohkhh, KaK nHCK KOMapa, 3ByK: Tyr! Tyr! — npope- 
3an TeMHOTy. 

3BepM BCTpeneHy^HCb. Yum 3aABHraJiHCb, Kan napyca. 
JXaneKO b crenH Tpy6n^ npH3biBHo h cjiaAKO HeBeAO- 

MblH OlOH. 

3ByK noBTOpw/ica. HyAOBHiua crra^M c myMOM BTjirH- 
BaTb h BbinycKaTb B03Ayx. UenH Ha Horax 6ecnoKOHHO 3a- 
3BeHeJiH. CnaBiiiHe MepTBbiM chom boahtcjih He cJibiui&nH, 

KaK TJIJKeJlbie KpIOKH OAHH 3a ApyrHM BblpblBaJIHCb H3 3CMJIH. 

TyT! Tyr! 

OlOHbl OTBeTHJIH Apy>KHbIM XOpOM. OhH C TpOMOM 

ycrpeMH^HCb b crenb, AaBH no Aopore cnjimHx nepcoB. Bo- 
jiOHHBuieecs no 3eMJie MceJie30 c6wBajio HorH ao KposH, ho 
3Bepn HHMero He 3aAteHajiH, ynoeHHbie npH3biB0M, aohochb- 
iuhmca c nojiefi. 

KorAa npH6biji Are^aw, oh ycvibima^ yAa^jnoui,HHCH to- 
noT h jiHKyiomHe TpytfHbie 3ByKH. YxoAHJia noaieAHjiH Ha- 
Ae>KAa nepcoB. 

yTpOM XJIblHy^H CKHl|)bI H, XOTH T0p6yH nO 00*bIKHO- 

BeHHio o6MaHyn hx, noAHHB cBoe bohcko 3aAOJiro ao hx 
no^B/ieHH^, TeM He MeHee nepcbi noTepjLriH b stot A^Hb 

dojibiue, neM b 6htbc y pOKOBbix xojimob. MHorne H3 hhx 
caMH H36pajiH acpe^HH. KorAa hx pa36yAHJiH MyTb cbct, ohh 
CKpnnejiH 3y6aMH, npoKJiHHajiH HeHaBHCTHoro rpeKa h, 3a- 
BepHyBiiiHCb b anamH, CHosa jioatHJiHCb, HeB3Hpan Ha 6paHb 
h no6oH. Ohh 6;ia>KeHH0 npocna^H ao aviHua, -^- KorAa 
6bi;iH pa36yMceHbi KpHKaMH Bpara, npn6^H>KaBmerocfl He- 
o6o3pHMbiM nojiyKpyroM. Bee ycrajioe h MeA-nHTevibHoe 6bi- 

JIO yHHMTOJKeHO B 3TOT ACHb. KtO OTCTaBaJI OT BOHCKa HJIH 
OKa3blBaJIC» B CTOpOHe — CTaHOBHJICjl A06bfMeH CKH(J)CKOH 

flpocrH. Are/iafi noHTH He conpOTHBjiajica. Ero HCKyccTBO 
CBOAHjnocb k OT6opy h nomepTBOBaHHio, b cbocm bohckc, 
caMoro xyAiuero. Oh otboahji onacHocTb TeM, mto Bbi6pa- 
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cbisan Ha Cbe^eHHe crenHHKaM to oAHy, to Apyryio nyny 

H3MOTaHHbIX JltOAefi. W OH BbiHrpaJI. CKH({)bl yTOMHJIHCb H3- 

6MeHHeM paHbiue, neM y Hero hccakah 3anacbi 6ecno^e3Hbix 
o6opBaHu.ee. HaTHCK npenpaTiuicfl 3aAo;iro ao 3axoAa cojih- 
ua h HecKOJibKO MacoB nepcu uijih b no^HOM ciiokohctbhh. 



VII 
Ha npHBaviax rpeK 3anpemavi 3a>KHraTb orHH, ho b 3Ty 

HOMb BeTieJl pa3^0>KHTb MH0>KeCTB0 KOCTpOB, OXBaTHB HMH 

rpoMa^Hoe npocTpaHCTBo. IIotom o6;ieKCfl b MHCTyio oaok- 
Ay, HaAe^i rier/iio Ha uieio h, npHAfl k uapio, npocrepcji b 
npaxe. 

AapHH iiohshi. 

Flooie A-flHTevibHoro MonnaHHfl oh cnpocwi: 
KorAa? 
CeroAHfl, — npocroHaji rpen. 

FIo3BaiH BoeHawanbHHKOB h CKa3ajiH, hto HaAO AeJiaTb. 

rioKa netuee bohcko pa3BOAHJio Kocrpbi h yKJiaAtisa- 

jiocb cnaTb, KOHefi, BepoViiOAOB, My^oB BbiBOAH-riH Ha OKpaHHy 

■narepa. TyAa >Ke OTnpaBHJiH 6eccMepTHbix. B no^HOMb 

^apHH 6pocH^ cBoe bohcko h 6e^caji c TeM kojimhcctbom 

■hoach, KOTopoe mo>kho 6bi/io nocaAHTb Ha KOHen h Bep6- 
jik>aob. 

CKH<j)bi npHBbiK^H BHAeTb no yTpaM onycreBUiHe nep- 

CHACKHe CTOHHKH h cneAbi nocneiiJHoro 6erCTBa. Ho Ha 3tot 

pa3, 3a CTeniomHMCfl ammom, BCT&n, KaK BHAeHHe, npHnyA- 

^HBbifi ropOA na^aTOK — TpflnHHHbiH" BaBHJioH, CBepKaB- 

HJHH 3OJIOT0M H MaTepHJIMH. Flo Mepe HX npH6*JIH>KeHHH, 

tohho Kopatfjib H3 Mopa, BbipacTana h npoacHjuia cboh 
onepTaHHfl AnaAaHa — uapCKHfi uiaTep, ropeBiUHH Ha cojih- 
ue AparoueHHOH qeiuyew. GibiuianHCb mian h boiuih. necr- 
poe CKonnme HapOAa ctoh;io Ha KOJieHax, c MO^b6ofi npo- 
CTHpaa pyKH HaBCTpeny CKH(})aM. 

Hhkoacm, npeABHAeBuiHH b 3to yTpo nooieAHHH yHHH- 
TowaiomHH uiTypM, 6bui b HeAoyMeHHH h pacrepaHHo cmo- 
Tpen, KaK CKH(|)bi MypaBb5iMH paccwna^HCb no Jiarepio. 
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Bom hob AapHH o6oApa^H Aorojia. CepbrM H3 yuieS BbiAHpa- 
jiHCb c mhcom, a 6jieCTjiii;Me 6paa/ieTbi, tcnu hx TpyAHO 6bwio 
CHHTb, OTpy6a^MCb BAtecre c pyicaMH. C ocoochhoh acaAHO- 
ctmo Ha6pocnnHCb Ha opy>KMe, Bcrynaa H3-3a Hero b ApaKy 
Apyr c ApyroM. Menn Macro npoSosajiH Ha imeHHHKax, 
cpy6aa c Ae-noBbiM bhaom hx AJiHHHOBOJiocbie rcwiOBbi. M3 
na^aTOK BbiTacitHBajiH Bee, Biuiorb ao MejiKoro CKap6a, a 

noTOM pa3AnpaJin b jiocKyrwi h caMbie na^aTKH. Giyx o 
cymeHbix njioAax u (jwHHKax Bbi3Baji BOJiHemie. KaxcAbifi 
xoTa/i no^yHHTb xoTb KyconeK nyAecHoro JiaKOMCTBa h Te, 

KOTOpbIM HHHerO He AOCTa^OCb, 6bUIH B OTHaHHHH. 

HacroHinaa A^BKa crosuia B03^e maTpoB sejibMoac. 
Ohh Ka3a«HCb npwroTOBJieHHbiMH k npHHaTHK) rocreH. Mar- 
KHe TaxTbi, onaxa^a H3 naB^HHbwx nepbeB c 3o;iOTbiMH pyn- 
KaMH, aM(})Opbi c bhhom, AoporHe MaiiiM, acTBa, pa3^o>KeH- 
Hbie Ha cepedpHHbix oViioAax. Ho Bcex npeBocxoAWi poc- 
Koujbio uapcKHH uiaTep. Oh Aep^Kajica Ha cnwiGax H3 nep- 
Horo AepeBa, yKpameHHbix oiohoboh KOCTbK), c uiHpOKH- 
mh noAHOKHAMH, OTJiHTbiMH M3 cepe6pa. M3 cepeopa ace 

6bIJIH KpiOMKH, AepMCaBUIHe UieCTbl, OOJIOHCeHHbie 30J10TOM, 

Ha KOTopbix BHcejiH 3aBecbi h noKpuBajia H3 BnccoHa, 60- 
raTO yKpameHHbie iiJHTbeM. Ha 3to noKpwTHe B03Jiar&nocb 
Apyroe, cuiHToe H3 MgntHx oBewbHx uiKyp. CaMoe Bepx- 
Hee, HapymHoe, coctoajio h3 iviothoh, tcmho KpacHOH Tita- 
hh, pacuiHTOH 3Bep3MH h KpbwaTbiMH nyAOBHiuaMH. Ee, KaK 
ceTbio, onJierajm 3o;iOTbie uiHypbi c nbiuiHbiMH khcthmh. 

B uiaTpe Ha 30^0MeHbix KOJibuax h ^KepAomcax Kpa- 
coBanHCb OAe^Abi, npbirajiH o6e3bgHbi, Kpnna^H naBJiHHbi 
h nonyran. CHeAfe h BHHa ceepKa^H b cocyAax, KOTopbix He 
6biBaeT h Ha nnpy 6oroB. y nepHbix ctoji6ob, npHKOBaHHbie, 
ctojijih o6Ha>KeHHbie H&noatHHUbi JXapuH. OAHy H3 hhx Bap- 
Bap THXOHbKO KcribHyji MeHOM b rpyAb. ,0,0 Ka>KAoro npeA- 
MeTa CKH^bi AOTparHBa^HCb po6ico, co crpaxoM. Ho oc- 
MOTpeB see, — no6bmaB b caMbix coKpoBeHHbix ynwiKax 
AnaAaHbi, ohh CAe^ajincb cMeviee, cra^H cAHpaTb TKaHH, 
noAyuiKH, THrpoBwe uncypbi h paccTHJia-rb no nojiy. flcrBa 

CO CTO./IOB CHHJIH, a CaMbie CTOJIbI Bbl6p0CH.TIH boh. FIotom, 
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paccesujHCb b nopjiAKe crapuiMHCTBa h Ao6,necTH, otkpwjih 
Ao;iroe nwpujeCTBO. 

— ncwic»KH cKopeft oroHb noA uiaTep, coMcrn 3tot 
o6MaH! — yMOJia^ Hhkoacm. — Heyace^H tw He BHAHUib 
^yKaecTBa? Bpar 6poaui 3th norpeMyuiKH, hto6w tu, KaK 
pe6eHOK, y&neKCfl h 3a.6bu\ o npecneAOBaHHH. 

MAaH(}>Hpc 3Ha^, hto &tuihh roBopHT npaBAy, HO 3HaJI 
Tan>Ke ckh(})ob h He peuia^cji HapyujHTb hx TOpMcecrso. 
y^ce pa3Aa^HCb necHH, rpoxoT 6apa6aHOB h CBnpejiH. 
GrpejisuiH b nonyraeB h o6e3MiH, noTOM MHUjeHbio cra- 
jih cjiy>KHTb ro^bie pa6biHH h aaeHHHKH. rineHHHKOB npH- 
boahjih mnnaMH, 6poca^H b hhx Konbfl. yueneBuiHM CKpy- 
HHBa^iH pyKH Ha3aA> HaAeeariH BepeBKH Ha uieio h a^hhhmmh 
BepeHHuaMH ot npae j\hj\h b rny6b crenefi. OTTyAa HaABH- 
ra^HCb khChtkh, craAa, JKeHmHHbi, crapHKH, actm. Ohh 
noTpHC&nH Ky^aKaMH, ocunajiH nepcoe KaMHHMH h 6paHbio. 



VIII 



OBparaMH, 3BepHHbiMH xponaMH, nyiviHBo 03Hpaacb 
no cropoHaM, 6e>Kan nosejiHTe^b MHpa. Ka>KAaji pena, ne- 
pe3 KOTopyio nepenpaBjiHJica, 6pa;ia c Hero THHce^yio AaHb 
^K)AbMH h kohjimh. Kohh ot HenpepbiBHofi e3Aw xyAeJiH H 
naAa/iH. BMecre c kohcm o6peicajic$i BcaAHHK. JXame 60- 
;iee BbmocJiHBbie Bep6;iK)Abi H3HeMor&nH. Mx rHanH 6e3 ot- 
Abixa, 6e3 KOpMe«cKH. rop6u, BHanajie ynpyrne h KpenKHe, 
cra^H 6bicrpo ysaAaTb, tiobhcjih TpanKaMH. XyAbie, KaK 
omHnaHHbie irrHuu, ohh Bbi3biBajiH coAporaHHe crpauiHbiMH 
paHaMH, OTKpbiBuiHMHCji Ha xpe&rax. Bo BpeMH KOpOTKHX 
ocraHOBOK BopOHbi pa3CK^eBbiBa^H paHbi ao Kocreft, h Kor- 
Aa Bep6j\K>A noBopanHBa^ uieio, hopobhjih BbiKJieBa-rb eMy 
nnasa. 

Bojikh, jihchum, crenHbie opjiu 6e>Ka^H aieAOM 3a ,Ha- 
pneM, xo^oAHbifi BeTep pBan ero uapCKyio 0Ae>KAy, a oh 
Mwajicfl, norjioiueHHbiH Mbicnbio — AocrHrHyTb Mcrpa npeiK- 
Ae, weM noKawyrca ckh<]>e>i. 
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KyPTAH 



I 

C Toro ahh, Kan noweAHHe noB03KH uapcKoro Boficica 

CKpbUIHCb B CTenM, rpeKH H <JDHHHKHHU,bI OCT&HHCb OAHH CO 

cbohmh Kopa6jiHMH. 06a 6epera Mcrpa, BbiTonTaHHbie h 
npeBpameHHbie b nepHoe mcchbo, 3.noBeme shjijih, KaK no- 
cjie noxcapa, a 3a peKofl yxoAHJia BAa^b uiHpoKas jioiuHHa 
necKOB, noxoxag Ha paHy ot yAapa mchom. BeTpbi AOJiro 
ycTMJiajiH na^y6w c/ioeM necxa h nepH03eMa. IIotom npouieji 
AOhcahk, npH^HJi nbiJib, BbiMbW m ocbokhji npocropbi. Oro- 
jieHHbifi qepH03eM noKpbi;iCH noHeMHory hoboh 3~£jieHbK), ho 
OHa B30iii;ia no3AHo h HaerynHBiiiafl xcapa coacrvia ee BMe- 
CTe co Bcefi crenbio. neacH xce TaK h ocra^HCb oGHaxceH- 
HbiMH. Tojibico b caMbiH pa3rap jieTHero 3hoh Ha hhx noica- 
3ajiwcb ypOAJiHBbiMH cicejieTaMH peAKHe cyxne kojiiohkh 
— npHiuenbuw JKapKHx crpaH, 3aHeceHHbie c o6o3hoh 

KJiaAbK) H OA^KAaMH B0HH0B. 

KajKAbifi AeHb Thcthsh pa3BA3biBa^ no y3jiy Ha peMHe, 
ocraBjieHHOM ^apneM, h KorAa y3Ji0B ocra;iocb HeMHoro, 
TwpaH ct&ii BnaAaTb b rjiy6oKyK) 3aAyMHHBocrb. Hana/iHCb 
pa3roBopw o rM6ejm uapji. Thcthsio aohochjih, hto MHorwe 

3T0My paAyiOTCH. npHUJ^O BpeMJ! pa3BH3aTb IlOCJieAHHH 

y3eJl. THCTH3H C03Ba^ THpaHOB H cnpocHJi, HTO A^JiaTb 

Aajibiue? 

Mn;ibTHaA nocoBeTOBan HcnojiHHTb uapcKHH npHKa3 
ruibiTb aomoh; h HeKOTopwe c hhm corjiacwjiHCb. Ho 6onb- 
ujhhctbo 3axoTejio KAaTb BecreH o cyAb6e ,HapH5i. 

FloTHHy^HCb ahh, nojiHbie TpeBorn. KaKAbiH AyMa^ 
CBoe, ho Bee 3HajiH, hto TaM, 3a chhcioiuhmh AajiHMH, pe- 
uiaeTCH cyAb6a MHpa. 
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He6o HaxMypiwocb, Hanajiucb serpbi, tmxo CTpyHB- 
luhhch Mcrp CTaji xo^oahhm h 3auiyMeJi. 

OAHa>KAbi c npeAMocTHbix 6auieH 3aMeTH^H tcmhwh 
npeAMeT BAajm. Oh npH&nHwajica no 6ypofi necnaHOH Aopo- 
re, npHB^eKtiiH k ce6e BHHMaHHe ecero 4>JiOTa. Pa3^HHHJin 
Topwaiune yuin, 0CK.na6jieHHyK) nacrb. 3to 6biji bo;ik. He 
AOxoah ao 6aiueH, oh cen h, noAHHB MopAy, 3a;iH.nca y>Kac- 

HblM BOeM. 

3to BecTb! HeAo6paa BecTb! — 3aroBOpHJiH Ha ko- 
paoViax. 

Tenepb Bee 6bLHH yeepeiibi, hto c napeM npoH3oiii.no 
HecnacTbe. m 

Bohhw crzum 0Ka3biBaTb HenoBHHOBeHHe TpHepapxaM h 

KpHHa^H B JIHLLO THpaHaM: 

CBodoAa! CBo6oAa! TpycviHBbie B-nacTHTe^H! JXo- 
KOJie Bbi 6yAeTe He BepHTb codcrBeHHOMy cnacrbio? 

Tpe6oBajiH HeMeA-neHHoro B03BpaiiieHHH aomoS. 

TaK npouj.rio eme HecKo^bKO xjviypbix 6*eccoJiHeHHbix 
AHefi. TyHH rycTo 3aB0JioK;w He6o, a paBHHHa noKpbuiacb 

KaT»mHMHC5i Bo^HaMH cyxon TpaBbl. 

IloKa3ajiacb mnna Hae3AHHK0B. OHa HaABHrajiacb TaK 
6biCTpo, mto eABa ycnejia OTrpeMeTb TpeBora, eABa jiioAeft 

H3rOTOBHJIH K 6*010, KaK CKH^bl nOAOLUJIH K npeAMOCTHblM 

6auiHHM. Oahh H3 hhx Bbiexa^ BnepeA, pacnaxHy^ n/iam 
h H3-noA Hero 6jiecHy;iH MeAHbie jiaTbi. npH6ViH3HBiiiHCb, oh 
rpoMKO cnpocwji crpa>Ky — 3Aecb ;ih MnjibTHaA? Ho MHJib- 
THaA caM yace cneiiiH^ HaBcrpeny h ohh o6HHJiHCb Ha BHAy y 
o6ohx bohck. CpeAH rpeKOB, em,e Ha Boc^ope, xoahjio mho- 
ro tojikob o HHKOAeMe. Mmh ero o6poano JiereHAOH, ho hh- 
kto He 3Ha.n hh TorAaniHHx ero HajvtepeHHM, hh AaJibHewiueft 
cyAb6bi. iloHB^eHHe ero 3Aecb, b crenax, bo niase CKHcjKKoro 
OTpHAa, Bbi3Bano CMHTeHHe yMOB. KamAbiw cneuiHJi xoTb 
Me^bKOM B3r;iHHyTb Ha MyAecHoro MHJieTHHHHa. KorAa ace 
y3Ha^H, hto oh npHBe3 H3BecTHe cyA*>6*e .HapHH, sto co- 
npoBOiKAa^ocb B03rviacaMH h pyKonJiecKaHHHMH. He ycneji 
Mn^bTwaA nepenpaBHTb ero k ce6e Ha Tpwapy, KaK y>Ke Becb 
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4>jiot 3H&n, hto uapCKoro BowcKa 6ojibiue He cymecTByeT, 
a caM ^apHfi eABa jih ycneeT H36*eKaTb mieHa. . 

TpeKH odHHManHCb, no3ApaBji$uiH Apyr Apyra c ocbo- 
6o>KAeHHeM ot BapsapcKoro rHera. Ct&kh ctfHBaTb c Mocra 
Kpw^aTbie uapcKHe 3HaMeHa h 6pocaTb b BOAy. M3BecrHe, 

HTO HHKOAeM, nO^CepTBOBaB CBOHMH 6oraTCTBaMH, npOHHK 

b crenH h TaM 6opojic$i b ckh<})CKhx pjiAax npOTHB yrHeTa- 

TGJIH OTHH3HW, CAe^iaJIOCb nOBOAOM AJI8 HOBblX JIHKOBaHHH. 

KpHKaM «Oiaea BejiHKOMy HHKOAeMy!» — He 6buio KOHna. 
Kopa6/tb Mw^bTHaAa He Mor BMecrHTb Bcex Ke^aBiiiHx no- 
CMOTpeTb Ha Hero. TyAa npn6b\jm THpaHbi, TpH3papxH, bha- 

Hbie ;ik>ah. Oahh Thcthsh He nom&i. 

M Tbi He no6ofl.ncH c ropCTbio ckhc})OB npH6\riH3HTb- 
ca k HaM — BepHbiM cnyraM uapa uapefi — tbohm Bpa- 
raM? — cnpocHJi MnjibTHaA. 

BepHbix cayr hmciot TOJibKO cnjibHbie uapH. Bam 
>Ke noBejiHTejib HbiHe — HHHTOKHefiiija*! H3 TBapefi, o6HTaio- 
lu,hx b crrenH. Oh eme >khb, ho y>Ke o6peneH h He ceroAHH- 
3aBTpa, npec^eAyeMbiH CKH(})aMH, npn6e>KHT cioAa c Kymtofi 
cbohx npHcneniHHKOB. TorAa BbwcHHTca, yAa^ocb jih eiwy 
oKOHnaTe^bHO npeBpaTHTb Bac b pa(5oB hjihb sac >khbct eme 
ropAOCTb h aoctohhctbo 3jijihhob? Ot Bac 3aBHCHT, ycneeT 
;ih BMepauiHHH noBejurrejib nepeHTH Mcrp hjih ocraHeTca ao- 

6bIHefi CKH(})OB? XOTHTe JIH, THpaHbi; CTaTb He3aBHCHMbIMH 

BjiacTHTe^jiMH BauiHX ropoAOB h 3eMe^b? Bam >Kpe6wH b 
BaiuHx pyKax! EyAbTe aoctohhw BeJiHKoro Mwra, hhciio- 
c/iaHHoro 6oraMH! Chhmhtc moct!.. 

B BOHCKe uijih B036y>KAeHHbie tojikh. JIk>ah co6*Hpajiwcb 
KywKaMH h roTOBbi 6biJiH HanaTb pa36opny Mocra. Ho THpa- 
Hbi npedbiBajiH b civiymeHHH. OmejioMJiHiomee H3BeCTHe 3a- 
crajio hx Bpacnjiox. Oahh MHJibTHaA scefi Ayuiow otkjihk- 

HyjICfl Ha npH3bIB K OCBo6o>KAeHHK), OH npeB03HOCHJI TpyAbI, 

AoGjiecTb, 6jiaropOAHoe cepAUe HHKOAeMa, ero CBHToe ro- 
peHHe 3a SjuiaAy h yroBapnBaji THpaHOB corjiacHTbca Ha 
npeA-noMceHHe CBoero BeJiHKoro Apyra. 

Ho Thcthsh, Heocjiao'Ho cjieAHBiiiHM 3a BceM, mto npo- 
hcxoahjio, TafiHo, no OAHOMy, codpaji k ce6e THpaHOB, 3a 
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HCiwiioMeHHeM MHJibTnaAa m Tex, hto eMy coMyecTBOBaviM. 
Oh yASuwji c Tpnapw pa6oB h crpawy, 3aBeji THpaHOB b ca- 
MbiH rayxoft yroji TpioMa m TaM, b nojiyrbMe, noHTH uiono- 

TOM npOH3HeC CBOK) peHb: 

CKa>KHTe MHe, bohcah, kto m3 pa3yMHbix JiioAeft 
npopy6aeT aho .hoakh, Ha KOTOpofi onuser? Kto y Ka/iecHH- 
Ubi, Ha KOTopofi oh eAeT, conpyiuaeT KOJieca, 3acbinaeT ko- 
jioAeu, H3 KOToporo nbeT? Mjih bw AyMaeTe, hto Bauia 
anacrb 3H>KAeTC5i Ha noAJiofi 6eccMbiaieHH0H nepHH, yMeio- 
men TOJibKO peBeTb, noAotfHO craAy ocjiob? He AyMaeTe jih 
TaKJKe, hto onopofl Bauiefl flarcjiioTCfl eBnaTpHAw, B3Hy3AaH- 
Hbie BaMH, HeHaBHAHiUHe Bac h iKAymne cjiynaa, nroGbi 
BOH3HTb ho>k H3-3a yrvia ;ih6o H3rHaTb Bac H3 poAHoro 
ropoAa, Kan ohh H3rHanH THnnHH H3 Ac})hh? HeT, bomcah, 
kto 3HaeT ueHy B^acrH, kto ee BbicrpaAafl, aoSmji noTOM h 

KpOBbK), 6eCCOHHbIMH HOHaMH, KTO pHCKOBa^ C06CTBCHHOH 
>KH3HbtO H 2KH3HbK) CBOHX 6JIH3KHX, TOT He MO>KeT He nOHHTb 

hto, KpoMe uapa, y Hac hct onopu. )KH3Hb flapHH b HauiHX 
pyKax, ho eaiH mm AaAMM eMy norHdnyTb, HaM He3aneM 
B03Bpaii;aTbCfl b cboh ropOAa: TaM c HaMH CAeJiaiOT to ace, 
hto mw CAcnaeM 3Aecb c uapeM. MTaK, BbiCHpawTe: noAAa- 
AHTecb jm Ha yroBopw ACMarora, ceflBiuero bck> >KH3Hb 
CMyTy h AocrrofiHoro 6biTb ytfHTbiM, KaK coo*aKa, hjih bhcm- 
JieTe rojiocy pa3yMa h ynpoHHTe Bamy BJiacrb, coxpaHHB ee 
A-na noTOMCTBa? 

THpaHbi 6biJiH noAa&neHbi. 

Hto HaM Ae./iaTb, Fhcth3h7 Becb <$jiot, ot Tpnapap- 
xob ao nocneAHero crpejiKa, npHBeTCTByeT HHKOAeMa. 
JIioah KAyT ot Hac CManoro mara h, ecjiH mh He peiiiHMCH, 
ohh, noMHMO Hac, pa36epyT moct. y Hac HeT BbixoAa. 

Jla, — corviacHJica rHCTHsft, — HaM TpyAHO npoTH- 
BMTbCH 3TOMy, ho mw h He 6yAeM, Mbl caMH HaHHeM pa36n- 
paTb moct... TojibKO dbi yAanHTb ckh<|)OB h ycunHTb 6ah- 
Te^bHocrb TpHxcAbi npomiHToro HHKOAeMa. 

JlHUO rHCTH3JI HCKa3HJIOCb npH ynOMHHaHHH HeHaBH- 

CTHoro HMeHH h oh He Mor npoAO^maTb penb ot oxBaTHBuieft 
ero ano6bi. 
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HaA McrpoM AOJiro He CMO^Ka^H BOCTopMceHHbie KpH- 
kh, KorAa MHJieTCKHfi THpaH OTAa^ npHKa3 HanaTb yHHHTO- 
>neHHe MOCTa. Oh npHKa3a^ TaKHte Bee HMymecrBo h opy- 
>KHe CHecTH Ha K0pa6*jiw, 3arHaTb pa6*OB b TpioMbi h toto- 

BHTbCJI K OTnJIblTHK). BeCTb O FIpeACTOflmeM B03BpameHHH 

aomoh BCTpeneHa 6buia eme 60/iee myMHO. 

K rwcTHSio npHiueji MnjibTwaA h npHBeTCTBOBaji 3a 
npHHHToe pemeHHe. Oh aca3an, hto Hhkoacm bocxhiuch 
ero nocrynKOM h xoneT npHMHpwTbCH h B03O(5HOBHTb 

ApyxGy. 

Tenepb He Bpeivui, — XMypo OTBenaji Fhcthsh. 
Hhkoacm oihuikom AOJiro BpaacAOBa^ co mhoS, hto6"m mm 
MorjiH TaK JierKo noAaTb Apyr Apyry pyKH. riycrb CHan&na 
coBepuiHTCj! 3aAyMaHHoe... Eoih oh xoneT, htooh Bee iiijio 

XOpOUIO, OH AO^MCeH OTOCJiaTb CBOHX CKH(J)OB K HX UapK) C 

H3BecrHeM o HameM OTbe3Ae h o chhthh Mocrra. Oh aojimcch 
TaKMce CKa3aTb, hto, peiiJHBUJHCb Ha TaKofi nocrynoK, mm 

*cacm ot ckhc}>ob 6biCTpoTbi. HaM Tenepb Heflb3H, hto6h fla- 
Phh BepHyjicji... 

Hhkoacm nocnewHJi HcnojiHHTb. OTOCJiaB ckhc^ob, oh 
B03BpaTHJica Ha Tpnapy k MnjibTHaAy h npeAa^ca 6eceAe h 
MeHTaM 06 0THH3HC MHJibTHaA CMOTpeji Ha Hero, KaK Ha 
nyAO. EMy Ka3a;iocb hcbosmokhmm, HTo6bi OAHOMy HcrcoBeicy 
Bbinajio Ha aojiio coBepuiHTb TaK MHoro h TaK 6jiarono;iyH- 
ho. Oh 3Haji, hto 6orH 3aBH(nviHBbi h He npomaiOT CMepT- 
hwm rpoMKHx AeJi. 3a bchkhh bcjihkhh noABHr HeH36eacHa 
pacruiaTa. HHKOAeMy ace yAajiocb HeB03MO>KHoe. CBepx to- 
ro, ooraM yroAHO, htooh oh BepHyjicji b SjuiaAy h yBHAeJi 
POahoh Mn^eT. Hto noMeuiaeT eMy OTiwiMTb Ha jiiooom H3 
KOpaoViefi noaie Toro, KaK 3Aecb, Ha 6epery McTpa, oh yBH- 
aht imeHeHHe Toro, kto HMeHOBaa ce6*5i uapeM uapeft? 

Ho Hhkoacm otkjiohh;i Bee noxBajibi. 

M3 BCerO HCO(5bIKHOBeHHOrO, HTO TbI BHAHUIb b MOeM 
npHICniOHeHHH, fl rOTOB npH3HaTb TOJIbKO oaho: JKpe^Hfi 

6biTb CBHAeTe^eM KpymeHHH HeBHAaHHofi THpaHHH, BbinaB- 
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UUHH MHe eAHHCTBeHHOMy H3 3VUIHH0B. B OCTa^bHOM HeT 

hh TeHM Moefi 3acviyrH. H 6wji ahth, KorAa, ompaanjiHCb k 

CKM(f)aM, JiyMaJl OCHaCTJIHBHTb HX CBOHM 3JIJIHHCKHM pa3y- 

mom h npMHecTH MM no6eAy. B 3Tofi crpaHe Bee coBepiuaeT- 
cfl He pa3yMHO, He no-HameMy, 3aT0 ece OTMeneHo bwcuihm 
pa3yMOM. Bo/ih oTAevibHbix ^lOAen TaM oeccwjibHa, TaM xaoc, 
ho b HeM we Hanafio HenowiTHoro HaM h HeseAOMoro nopflA- 
Ka. fl 6bui yMHee KaxcAoro oTAejibHoro CKH<|)a, ho bch ckh<})- 
ocaa 3eMJiji HBH.na o6*pa3 TaKow MyApocrrH h Ayxa, KOTopbix 
b HaiueM stijihhckom MHpe HeT. fl cnacniHB, hto Moefi noe3A- 
koh TyAa pyKoBOAH^a He 3.n.nHHCKa$i paccyAHTanbHOCTb, a 
CKH())CKoe 6e3yMHe. AapoM noTepaji SoraTCTBa, noTepne^ 
HeyAany b CTpeMJieHHH pyKOBOAHTb BapBapaMH, ho B03Bpa- 

Ui,aiOCb CHaCTJIHBblH H AOBOJIbHblH. 51 BHAe/l eAHHCTBeHHOe H 

He3a6bmaeMoe — HCKyccTBo no6e>KAaTb, He cpaacaacb. H 
eme ciacTJiHB TeM, hto Moe npwcyTCTBHe Bcenji/io y ckhc|)ob 
Bepy b CBoe AeJio. 

,Ho no3AHero Benepa CTynajiH mojiotkh, CKpnn&nH 6no- 
kh, cyAa otxoah^h Ha cepeAHHy peKH h TaM co cnymeHHbiMH 
BecviaMH >KAa^H cwrHaJia k OToribiTHK). Bo3;ie Mocrra ocra- 
jiHCb TO/ibKO TpM3pbi rHCTM3fl. Pa6*bi ero CyeTH^HCb HaA 
pa36opKOH. 

KorAa rycrafl TbMa cnycrHJiacb Ha Mcrp, Thcthsm no- 
cjia^ 3a Hhkoacmom, hto6m noMecrrHTb ero Ha oahom h3 
cbohx cyAOB, ctohbuihx y caMoro Mocra. OTTyAa oh cmo- 

>KeT BHAeTb BCe, HTO npOH30HACT. 

Oi*hh noTyuiH^H, TaK hto Ha najiy(5e, KyAa AocrraBHJiH 
HHKOAeMa, eABa momcho 6hjio pa3;iHHaTb jiiOAeft h 6;w>KaH- 
ujHe npeAMeTbi. Hh Mocra, hh oepera, hh 6auieH, hh Aaace 
caMOH boah He 6bi.no bhaho. HnKOAeM cnpocHJi npo Thcthsji 
h ejwy cicasajiH, hto THpaH HaxoAHTca Ha oahom h3 cyAOB 

no6jIH30CTH. 

fl MHoro BHHOBaT nepeA satUHM rocnoAHHOM. H 6mji 
cjien, 3a6;iy>KAa^CH h To^bKO Tenepb yBHAe^ Bee ero bcjih- 
hhc Ho CKajKHTe eMy, hto b Apy>K6e Hhkoacm 6o;iee no- 
croHHeH, neM bo BpaacAe. 
Jlyji BeTep, wyMeji Mcrp. 
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HHKOAeMa BApyr oxBanuio CTpacTHoe we^aHHe, hto6*m 

TO, MTO A<WI>KHO npOH30HTH, COBeplIIHJIOCb CCHHaC. BoftJICfl, 

hto HeHaBHCTb ero HCCSKHeT. Heyace^H oh ocraHeTCfl cno- 
kohhwm h He HafiAeT CHJibi a-hh Ao^ro^AaHHoro TOp>KecrBa, 
Kor.ua Ha 6epery noHBHTCH tot, co oneAaMH CTpaxa h ot- 
HaHHHH Ha jiHue npn BHAe KpyuieHHa CBoefi nocneAHefi Ha- 

AOKAbl? 

Oh ocraHOBHJioi, CTapaacb ycjibimaTb HTO-HH6yAb b 
CTenw, ho BeTep h bo^hm 3aniyiiiajiH Bee 3ByKH. Vhochjicji 
Mbicjibio b HenporjiHAHyK) TbMy, rAe wjih CKH(j)CKHe opAW, 
HacTHraji Ha^vieHHoro 6ervieu,a. Hhkoacm TpeBo>KHJiC5t: oh 

3HaJI, MTO CKH(j)bI HAyT TeM MCe OKO^bHblM nyTCM, KOTOpbIM 

meji oh caM. Ohh He AonyacaiOT mmcjih, 6yATO XUpHH cmo- 
TKer OTcrynHTb no .HHiiieHHOH pacrHTejibHOCTH AOpore, bh- 
TonTaHHOH ero no;iHHm,aMH b ahm CBoero ropAoro Hauie- 
ctbh3 Ha CTenb. Me>KAy TeM, Hhkoacm AoraAbiBaJica, hto 

OH 6e)KHT HMeHHO 3T0H to^oh necnaHOH AOporoH. 

— Ho Bee paBHo tm He ywAeiiib-OT Kapbi! 

FIotom npftiiuia Mbicnb, mto noroHfl eiue A^JieKO h 

hto 3tom HOHbio HHnero He npoH30HAeT, Oh ce/i, 3aBep- 
Hyjica b rmam h Bee B036y>KAeHHe yjiennocb, cMeHHBumcb 
ycTajiocTbio. rioA njiecK boam, noA HeyjioBHMbift ro^oc 

TbMbI BXIOJI B TO ApeMOTHOe COCTOHHHe, npH KOTOpOM co6- 
CTBeHHbie MblCVIH TpyAHO OTJIHHHTb OT My>KOH peHH. KTO- 

to AOJiro roBopHJi Ha HenoHHTHOM H3biKe, noTOM pa3Aa- 
jiHCb BcxjiHnbiBaHHH, njian h oh y3Ha.n, hto mianer rvw- 
hhctwh 6eper peKH, noTOM HaAO BceM npocrepjiacb 6e3- 
Mo^BHaa, BceodTjeMJuoiuaa nycroTa. He noMHH^ Kan AOJiro 
npocHAeji, To^bKO BHe3anHo oxBaTHBiuasi Tpesora 3acraBH- 
Jia BCKOHHTb c MecTa. rionpe>KHeMy eroajia TbMa, cbhctcji 
BeTep, ho HHKOAeMy noKa3a;iocb, hto bo Tbiwe hto-to npo- 
hcxoaht. Qiyx, KaK npe>KAe, HHnero He yjiaBJiHBa^. To.rcbKO 
ujyjwe^ McTp. HaApbiBHO, tockjihbo uiyMen... 3to Bee moa 
MHTymajicfl Ayma — noAyMaji oh, 3aBopaHHBaacb CHOBa b 

njiam,. 

B 3to BpeMa hcho AOJieTe^ ro^oc c oepera. Oh kphk- 
Hyji pa3 h Apyrofi. Hhkoacm sacrbui, KaK craTyji. FIpoiiiJio 
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HeCKCWIbKO TOMHTWIbHblX MrHOBeHHH H CHOBa KpHK, Ha 3TOT 

pa3 HecKO/ibKHx pojiocob. C KopaGjiefi hm mto-to otbcthjih. 
Tor^a AOHeoiocb HecKo;ibKO 3bohkhx caob, ot KOTopwx y 
HHKOAeMa 3aApo>Ka*H pyKH. Ha 6epery cto5M ilapHH. 

npe>KAe MeM oh CMor OB^aaeTb co6oh, pa3Aajica 3ByK 
Tpy6bi, noAaBaBiuefi CHrH&n k OTiuibiTHK). Ha K0pa6jiax 
3acTywa^H 6apa6aHbi, 3arpeMejm uenflMH h BecnaMH. Ka>K- 
Aoe cyAHO Tenepb 6uuio 3aH5rro caMHM co(5oh. A Ha Mocrry 
3a6eranH <})aKenbi, npHKpbtTbie rviHHHHbiMH cocynaMH, h b 
hx ocyAHOM cbctc naAaBLueM bhh3 Ha Hacritn, Hhkoacm 
yBHAe^, hto moct Becb ufiji, pa3o6paHa jimiib He6o;ibuiafl 
nacTb ero y caMoro oepera. CioAa c TonoTOM 6e>K&na -rcwina 
pa6oB, Ha KOTopyio cuna^HCb apocTHbie 6hhh HaACMOTp- 

1UHKOB. 

Hhkoacm 3aAoxca ot rHeBa. 3th 6e3AejibHHKH oo*Ma- 
HyjiH rHCTH3H h, Bocno^b30BaBuiHCb HacTymieHHeM Benepa, 
npenpaTHjiH pa3(5opKy! 

Tan hx! TaK hx! — Kpman oh b TaKT yAapaM 
dHMefi. 

Pa6w 3acyeTH^HCb c TaKofi MypaBbHHOH nocneuiHO- 
crbio, Tan ynameHHO 3acTynanH MO-noTKaMH, hto Hhkoacm 
He pa3o6pa^ CHawana, hto ohh A&naiOT. Bmji yBepeH, hto 
npoAO^McaiOT pa3(5opKy Mocra. Ho CKopo yBHAe^ nepeSpo- 
uieHHbie Ha 6eper 6peBHa h nocneuiHO HacranaeMbie aockh. 

M3MeHa! Fhcthsji o6MaHyjin! Fhcthsm! Thcthsh! 

CKB03b CBHCT BeTpa AOJieT&H rOJIOC CaMOrO THCTH3H: 

JXa. acHBeT uapb uapefi! 

Tpy6bie pyKH cxsaTHJiH HHKOAeMa 3a njieHH h HaA 
yxoM kto-to npoxpnnen: 

— Tw noflMaH! Tbi nneHHHK rHCTHaa! 

Oh orrojiKHyji HeBHAHMoro Bpara, cxBaTHJica 3a wen, 
ho MHOKecTBo ApyrHx pyK BuennjiHCb co Bcex CTOpOH. 

Kpy>Kacb b OTHajiHHOH cxBaTKe, oibima^ TOpon^HBbifi 
TonoT no Mocry, bha&i TaM BpeM# ot BpeMeHH CKyA- 
Hbie njiTHa CBeTa, Me^bKasuiHe b hhx Bep6;no)KbH h koh- 
CKHe Horn, Kpag oaoka. 

/tapHH nepexoAH^ Mcrp. 
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KaK TOJibKO MpaK 4>paKHHCKoro depera norvioTiui >K&n- 
Kyio KyHKy jnoAeft, nyrviHBO CHAeBuinx Ha Bep6/iK»KbHx rop- 

6aX, B3BH.JIHCb BblCOKHe CTOJIObl OrHJI. MOCT H ACpeBJIHHbie 

daiiJHH Ha depery sanbuianii, 03ap«H crenb, Bo^HyioiUHHCH 
Mcrp h OTxoAaiUHe cyAa. 

CBo6oAa! CBodoAa! — KpHna^H Ha KopaoViax. 

fla JKMBeT uapb uapefi! £a crMHyT ero Bpara! 
OTBena^ rHCTHSH, 3ar/iymaeMbifi peeoM noxcapa h BeTpa. 

B KpacHOM 3apeBe BbicrynHJiH 6*ecHHCJieHHbie nojiHHiua 
ckh4>ob. FlepeAOBbie BcaAHHKH jieTynHMH MbimaMH ycrpe- 
MHJiHCb Ha oroHb. He aoxoaa ao npeAMOCTHbix GaiueH, 
ahko pa36pocaBuiHx kocmw n^aMeHH, ohh cGiuiHCb b Kyny 

BOKpyr BOTKHyTblX B 3eJVUIK) KOF1HH. 

Ha hx TopHamHX ocrpnjix BHce.no pacrwroe Tejio Hh- 
KOAeMa. 



Ill 

r 

rioKa coBepma^HCb co6*biTHH, rHfwia oiaBa J\apm h 
B03HOCHJiacb CKH^CKaa 3Be3Aa, ATOCca npe6bmajia MOKAy 
>KH3Hbio h cAiepTbio. OHa jiexcana b 6peAy h peAKo npHxo- 
AH^a b co3HaHHe. Eojibiiiaa Tejiera, ydpaHHaa boh-tiokom, 
oBHHHaMH h pbicbHMH uiKypaMH, Bjieoa ee cneAOM 3a yAa- 
JWBiuePicH bohhoh. Tyn no6eAbi AOKaTbiB&nca H3Aa^H, KaK 
BariHbi npwdofl. CTenb jiHKOBa^a. MAaHcjjnpc rHa^ Rapm 
nocTbiAHO, KaK 3aHu,a, TpaBHMoro co6aKaMH. HaBcrpeny 
iiijih ruieHHbie. KorAa ATOCca npmujia b ce6», eft noKa3a/in 
BepeHHuy nepcoB co CBH3aHHbiMH pyKaMH, c TH>KeJiOH no- 
KJia^eft Ha cnHHe. Ohh rpoMKO ruiaicaJiH npH BHAe CBoeft 
uapnubi h ponTann Ha cyAbdy. 

ATOCca CMOTpe^a Ha MHp, KaK 6yATO BHAe^a ero Bnep- 
Bbie. >KH3Hb B03Bpau;ariacb MeA^ieHHo. Ka3ajiocb, 6;ieAHOCTb, 
HeMomb h BjuiocTb ocTaHyTCji HaBcerAa h STOiwy Tejiy y>Ke 
He 6biTb ynpyrHM, a r.na3aM He 3aropaTbC5i crpacTbio. Ho 
OHa He 3H&na ue^iHTejibHOH chjiw creneH, hx rycroro, nbfl- 
Horo AaMce noA ocem> B03Ayxa, hx 6"apaHbero h KOHCKoro 
MHca. OHa He 3Ha^a BenHKofi chjim Ko6bi;ibero MOJioKa, ot 
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KOTOpOPO npOHCXOAHT CKM())CKajl MOlUb H Kpenocrb. M OHa 

BepHy^acb k >kh3hh o6HOBJieHHaa, He MyBCTByiomaa cbo- 
ero Te^a. 

Man a nepBoe BpeMH, KaK TpaBa, KaK AepeBo, hh o weM 
He AyMaa, paAyflCb >kh3hh, aneAfl 3a yckopeHHeM TOKa KpoBH 
b >KHJiax. 

CsHTa pa^oBa^acb Bbi3AopoB;ieHHio uapnubi, pa3B*eica- 
jia ee paccica3aMH o npeAcrojimefi csaAbtfe c MAaH(})HpcoM. 
3to 6yAeT BceHapOAHoe TopmecrBo — BejwKHH nHp no- 
6eAbi HaA AapHeM! Eft noKa3biBa^H ee csaAe6Hbie OAeacAbi, 
Atexa, yKpauieHH5i. PaccKa3biBa;in o noABHrax HAaH<)>Hpca, 
o ero Ao(wiecTH. 

Ho HHnero He 3Ha^H 06 Aaohhcc. 

Oh To>Ke cpaac&ncfl h cosepuiaji noABHrH. TojibKo pa3 
npouuia MOJiBa, hto oh CMemaji b name cbok> KpoBb c Kpo- 
Bbio HAaHcfwpca h CAe^a^cH ApyroM uapja. 

TaK npH6biAH Ha 6eper Eopnc^eHa. Oh BcrpeTHJi 
njiecKOM BOJiHbi, ceAoft, KaK >Kene30. LIlyMeBuiHe HeKoraa 

TOnOJIH 3fl6KO ApO)Ka^H, pOH»fl iKeJITbie JIHCTbfl. 

BofiHa noAXOAM^a k KOHuy. Ha Aa^eKOM Mcrrpe ckh(|>- 
ckhh apKaH y>Ke 3aKHHyT HaA AapneM h, KorAa Aep3KHft 3a- 
BoeBaTe^b 6yAeT noftMaH h npHB$i3aH k ceAJiy, CKH(J)bi B03- 

BpaTHTCJI Ha BopHCCfeH AJW BeJIHKHX TOpHCeCTB. K HHM TO- 

TOBH^HCb: pa36HBa^H na;iaTKH, croHHJiH craAa, codHpanw 

6ypAK)KH C K0<5bIJIbHM MOJIOKOM. 

FIocTaBH^H 6paHHyio nanaTKy h noKa3a/iH ee Atoccc 
B Heft HHHero He 6biJio, KpOMe Jiowa, ho creHU, nOKpbrrue 

MaTepHeH, npHBe3eHH0H H3 OjIbBHH, neCTpenH BbllllHTblMH 

UBeTaMH, noAHHMaBiiiHMHc?! ot 3ejvwiH ao caMoro Kynojia. 
rjisua Ha 3Ty Monuiy CBoero cnacrwi, OHa pa3AyMWBa^a: 

3aTeM JIH COOHfl/ia .HapHH Ha CBHTOTaTCTBeHHblft noxoA? 

3to jih npeABHAe^a b ria^oce? 

T^y6oKaji ropenb acrjia ee bcakhh pa3 npn BocnoMHHa- 
hhh o nac})oce. TaK o6MaHbmaTb MoryT TOJibKO 6orH... A 
3to jiome — 6e3paAocTHoe, MyHHTe/ibHoe, b KOTOpbift pa3 
nepeA Heio? TAe >Ke oho, cjiaAKoe Jioyae Hacroflmeft jik>6bh, 
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HHKoraa He HcnbrraHHoft, hh pa3y He oncpuBuieftca? Mo- 
jiHJiacb, caMa He 3Ha» KOMy, MTo6bi AaHo fouio eiue pa3 
yBHAeTb Toro, nefi o6pa3 BnepBbie npeACT&n efi b neujepe 
natjjoccKoro xpaMa. 



IV 
B oaho nacMypHoe yTpo c Mcrpa npHuijia Becrb o rn6e- 

r 

jih nyAecHoro a^jiHHa, npHHeciuero CKH(J)aM Becrb o nepCHA- 
ckom HameCTBHH h pa3AeJiHBiuero c hhmh Bee TjirocTH no- 

xoAa. HapoA nojuooHJi ero 3a 6,naropoAHoe cepAUe, 3a He- 
o6biKHOBeHHbifl noABHr. XoTeviH B03AaTb ejwy HeobiBa^bie 
nonecTH h noxopoHHTb Ha BopHC(J)eHe cpeAH uapcKHx mo- 
rmi. Ho He ycne^ KOHHHTbca AeHb, KaK no scejviy cra- 
HOBbio noAHflJicji iwan. Ha ckhcJjob o6pyuiH^ocb Hosoe, eui,e 
6o.nee T«>KKoe rope — yMep MAaH(J)Hpc. CMepTb eMy npH- 
HecjiH npH6^H>KeHHbie b Jiapue H3 a6eHOBoro Aepesa, Hafi- 
AeHHoro Ha 6epery Hcrpa cpeAH Bemeft, opomeHHbix ,fla- 
pneM. U,apb AOJiro jno6oBajiCH pe3b(5oft h yicpameHHjiMH, ho 
KorAa chjiji KpbiuiKy, HepHaa 3Mea noAwuia ranoBy h yicy- 
cwia ero b pyny. 

«Oh ynan, KaK Ay6*, h ot naAeHHH ero coAporHyjiacb 
crenb», — nejiH o HeM oienbie neeubi. 

3a6biTbi 6bi^H — paAOCTb no6eAM> ynoeHHe MecTbio. 

JIioah OTKa3biBajiHCb ao aha noxopoH nHTb KOObUIbe MOJIOKO 

h ecTb mhco. Pa3roBapHBafiH Majio, hhkto He cmchjich, a 
M&rceHbKHx AeTefl 6h;ih, hto6w ohh HanojiHa;iH craHOBHma 
ruiaieM. 

TaKoro uapa em,e HHKorAa He xopomwia CKH(})CKajr 
seMJifl. Mw eMy B03ABHrHeM xojim ao He6ec, htoom oh bh- 
AeH 6wji co Bcex kohuob crenH. 

ripHroTOBJieHHji k CBaAe6HOMy TopacecrBy CMeHHJiHCb 
Ha noxopoHHbie. Ot caMbix OTAa^eHHbix CTaHOBHfi T«Hy;iHCb 
CKpnnyMHe noB03KH, a c Mcrpa B03BpamaJiocb BoftcKo, Be3fl 
c co6ofi Tena HAaH^wpca h HHKOAeMa. M noKa ohh, cne^e- 
HyTbie, noAO^Ho MJiaAeHuaM, Kananncb Me>KAy AByAW aca- 
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KyHaMH m MianHCb Ha tfepera EopHC$eHa — 3,necb hm roTO- 

bhjih MorH^y. 

B6h;ih b 3eM/no koji, npHB«3a^H apKaH h oqepTHJiH pos- 
Hbifi Kpyr. Kpyr BbMiowHJiH 6o;ibiiiHMH 6&nbtMH KaMHHMH. 
Koraa oh KocrsmbiM owepejibeM 3a6ene^ cpeAH paBHHHbi, k 
HeMy crra^ creKaTbCji Hapoa h ctohji h nen Bee speMSi, noKa 
BHyTpn Kpyra KomuiH MorHJiy. CHanafla chh;ih cnofi nepHofi, 

XCHpHOft 3CMJIH, OT KOTOpOfi pOWAaeTCfl BCH >KH3Hb H BCe 

cnacTbe crenefi, noTOM noiuen necoK, 6ypaa r/iHHa h HaKO- 
Heu rviHHa 6*enafl. B 6*enoR rviHHe noKOH^HCb Bee ckh^ckhc 
uapH h b Heft me 6yaeT cnaTb M,naH(|)Hpc co cbohmh kohbmh, 
meHaMH h patfbiHHMH. Pa6biHH JiewcanH ywe b nana-ncax cbh- 
3aHHbie, c 3aTKHyTbiMH pTaMH, a meHbi — 6jieAHbie, baoxho- 
BeHHbie — Hap«>KcLnHCb b jiynuiHe oaokam b oxcHAaHHH 
TOpmecTBeHHoro naca. 

K ATOcce npHuuia TOJina crapefluiHH h Jiymimx jho- 
Aefi. Ee npoouiH noHTHTb CKH(f>CKHfi HapoA h ;ieHb c u,a- 
peM b MorHJiy. 

Tw eme He ycne^a craTb hcchoh MAaH<J)Hpca h 3a- 
koh He npHHymAaeT Tetfa yMepe-rb c hhm BMecre, ho 6biBa- 
jih npHMepbi 6^aroHecTHH h co cropoHbi HeBeCT, KorAa ohh 
cneaoB&nH 3a yMepuiHMH >KeHHxaMH. 3to eme Gojiee no- 
MeTHO. TaKHx uapefi, KaK MAaHcjwpc, He 6bisano h Te6a 
jkact Be^MKaji aiaBa. Tw 6*yAeuib bchho >KHTb b cepAUax 

CKH(|)OB. 

MHe He^b3H yMHpaTb, — CKa3ajia ATOCca. 
OHa 3aTBopH^acb b cBoeft no;iyTeMHOH SpanHofi na- 
/iaTKe h cneAH^a, KaK KOJie6a;iacb crenb, BbiiHHTaa Ha Ma- 
TepqaTbix creHax. 

Hokhom rpycrbK) nepBofi bjho^jichhocth h nepBbiM 
npeAwyBCTBHeM cnacTMi Mepua^H BacwibKH h KO/iOKo;ibHH- 

KH. KOBblJIb MOHOTOHHblMH KOJie6aHHHMH TBepAHJI O CyeT- 

hocth BCAKOfi aioo'bh. Oh npH3biBaji k AOJiry, k noABHry, k 
cypoBOMy oiymeHHio MaTepw-CTenH. Ho bccmh jienecncaMH 
-nmyjica k cojiHuy rejiHOTpon, roTOBbiH oTAaTb HtH3Hb 3a 
OAHy yjibifay. M TaK no6eAHo Cmjio ero BJieneHHe, mto Bee 
o6biAeHHoe, c Me^Kofi Aymofi — nouuibie KaiiiKH, cypenKH 
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m KynaBbi, >Ka6peH, KyKo;iH, KaHynepw, juothkh — Becb 
njie6c crenHoft npHTHx h npHTamica b TpaBe, ycrynHB Me- 
cto &/ioh jik)6bh rB03AHK h MaKOB, Top>KecrBy Bcenor.no- 

maiomefi CTpacTH iihohob. 

A 3a creHaMH na^aTKH rpoM03Aw;iHCb TynH, npHAae- 
jiHBaa oTBwc^biMH KHBOTaMM Ma^eHbKwx cepbix JHOAefi H 
jiouiaAOK k cepoH ocKyAeBiueH 3eMJie. 

Flo CTpaujHOMy ApontaHbio nonsbi, Jifl3ry Mcejie3a, KpH- 
KaM h p>KaHbK) ATOcca y3Ha^a o npH6biTHH BOHCKa. Oho 
capaHHen ce.no Ha bck> OKpecTHOCTb h CTapeHuiHHbi crajm 
ToponwTbCH c noxopOHaMH, 6oscb, KaK 6bi Tpaea KpyroM 
He 0Ka3ajiacb cbeAeHHOH cpa3y h He Hanajica naAeat CKOTa. 

riocTaBHjiH 6oJibmyK> nepHyio na^aTKy, othccvih TyAa 
CBjimeHHbiH KpeMHeBbifi ho>k, KaMeHHbiH Tonop h BepeBKy. 
Bee 3Ha^H, mto b Hen npoH3owAeT 3aBTpa, ho MOJinajiH h 
He noKa3biBa;iH BHAa. CTaHOBbe npHTHXJio. TojibKO H3 oa- 
Horo maTpa HecnHCb KpHKH, necHH, 3aBbiBaHHe kocthhmx 
AyAOK. 3to nHpoBann BepHbie Apy3ba uapji. 3aBTpa mm 
npeACTOHJio BCTaTb Ha BeHHyio crpajicy BOKpyr MorHJib- 

Horo xo;iMa. Mm 6buio Bee no3BOJieHo b hx noo/ieAHHH AeHb 

H HH OAHa CKH(})CKaH JKCHlUHHa vum AeByuiKa He CMejia OT- 

Ka3aTb B HCnOJIHeHHH HX >KeJiaHHH. 



V 

B TOT ACHb, KOrAa CTaJIO H3BeCTHO O CMepTH MAaH- 

(J)Hpca, ATOcca nonyBCTBOBajia, nan b rpyAH y Hee AporHyjio. 
Tohho rjiyxoft, ejie cnbiuiHbiH yAap b Tyro HaTHHyrbiH 6a- 
pa6aH. npHO*jiH>Kajiacb pa3raAKa ee >kh3hm. CKOpo oTKpoeT- 
ca cmhcji nyTew, kotopwmh iiuia, h CTaHeT hcho — 3aKjno- 

MaJICJ! JIH B HHX 06MaH HJIH 60>KeCTBeHH0e OTKpOBeHHe? 

HeM 6"jiH>Ke AeHb noxopOH, TeM HeoTBA3Hee pokoboh 3ByK. 
Kto 6yAeT tot hobwh ckhcJ)Ckhh uapb, hto B03bMeT 
ee, AOHb Knpa, KaK yKpameHne CBoero BeHija? Ckojimco pa3 
y>Ke 6biBa;ia oHa npHHaAJieJKHocrbio TpOHa h kto TOflbKo 
He oGjiaAa* eio? Ho Bee 3a6biBajiocb, Bee npomajiocb paAH 
bc/ihkoh MHHyTbi, KOTopaa A<>Ji>KHa HacraTb. Uapnua nrpa- 

197 



na b kocth c cyAb6oM. 3Ha^a, hto Bbwrpbiui 6yAeT HyAOM, 
hto Kocrefl, MeneHHbix ee cnacTbeM, Hei\ M see ace xoTevia 
HrpaTb ao noc^ieAHero. 

KorAa npHUj^H BoHcKa, ee oxBaTHJio (5ecnoKOHCTBo. Oh 
npHwe^ c hmmh. 3to OHa 3Ha;ia, h ero 6jiH3ocrb CAevia«nact> 
A^ifl Hee MyweHHeM. 3y6bi crynajiH, to ;ih ot BHyTpeHHeft 

ApO>KH, TO .1H OT XO^OAa. HaA npHTHXlllHM CTaHOBbeM 

3arHaHHbiM kohcm xpane^ m KpyTHJi BeTep; b ero hcmctobom 
4>bipKaHbH 6bui CMex HaA ee 3a6poiueHHOCTbK), HaA TeM> 
hto OHa — uapHua MHpa — nonajia k amkhm HOMaA^M h 

tomhtch ot jik>6bh K rpH3HOMy, 3BepOF10A06HOMy CKH<f>y. 

Becb AeHb 6ujio xo^oaho, ho k Benepy noTeiuie^o h 
HacTynH^o Tanoe 3aTHtiibe, hto mohcho 6w.no c/ibiwaTb 
onan pe6eHKa b Aa^eKOM CTaHOBbH. n&naTKa 03apHJiacb. 
3to pa3ABHHy^HCb Tynw Ha Kpaio crenH h b o6pa30BaB- 
luywcfl TpemHHy xjibmy^a xc&nTaa, nan bhho, 3apa. Tac-to 
me^naji 6hh, cKpHne^a Te/iera. 

TorAa MaTepnaTbie creHbi B3AporHyjiH. Ho He ot BeTpa. 

riepeA Heio ctojui Aaohhc. 

rioHaAo6H^ocb co6paTb Bee CHJibi, hto6m He 3aKpHnaTb 
h He ynacTb. CHanajia noAyMa^a, hto ee xotjjt OTAaTb ho- 
BOMy B^acTHTe^io, h CAe^iajia o6opoHHTejibHoe ABHaceHne 
pyKOH, ho ckh4) ctoh;i HenoABH>KHO. Ta >Ke y;ibi6Ka h to ace 
jihu,o, oKHBiiiee, npeo6pa>KeHHoe. 

K Heft npH6^H>Ka^C5i B03Jiio6jieHHbiH Acj)poAHTbi. He 
KaMeHb, ho ropflnee Te^o BCTpeTH^H ee pyKH, npOTjmyTbie 
He to a-nh 3am,HTbi, He to a-hh acaAHoro y;ioB;ieHH8 cnacTba. 
IlaAeHHeM b 6e3AHy 6biJiH npHKocHOBemw. HeT, He o6jvia- 
HyTa OHa b ria^oce h He ;io>KbK> 6biJia Be/iHKaa HOHb! B^aro- 
yxaHHbiH MHr HacTaji. UJjia poKonymaa rpo3a. B ee orHe, b 
y^bi6Ke <5ora pacTaa.no, paerBopHJiocb Tejio Atoccu h OHa 
no3Ha^a Be;iHKyio TafiHy coeAHHeHHH Myaca c jkchoh. 



VI 

JIe>Ka^a b oiaAocTHOM 3a6*biTbH, hh o neM He Ay- 
Man, ho 3Ha», hto cosepuiH^ocb ee po>KAeHHe b HOByio 
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JKH3Hb, B KH3Hb HCTMHHyK), BCHHyK), HaA KOTOpOH He BJ1Z- 
CTHbl HH CMepTb, HH XOJIOA BCeJieHHOH. 

y«ce AaBHO paccBeT npocoHHJica b najiaTKy, craHOBbe 
Hano^HHJiocb rojiocaMH, AOJieTejio BapBapcnoe neHHe noxo- 
poH. Uapwua HHMero He 3aMen&na. Eh Ka3a;iocb, hto OHa He 
b na^aTKe, a b nojie, CTenb He coaoiceHa, ho bch b uBeTeHHH 
h HaA Heio, KaK npe>KAe, KanaioTCji KO^OKOJibMHKH, JienenyT 
mto-to 06 onpaBAaHHH, o tom, hto OHa jKHjia He HanpacHO. 

UapHue nyAHTCH 3arjiynieHHbiH KpHK h ctoh. OHa 3Ha- 
eT, hto 3to yAas^HBaiOT BepeBKofi Ha^oKHHu, h jkch uapfl, 
ho eft He CTpauiHo h He Hca/ib. OHa BcnoMHHaeT oTTajiBUJHH 
MpaMOp, oHCHBiuyio yjibrficy, b 6e3AHe kotopoh Tan aiaAKO 
6biJio yTOHyTb, h efi bcho, hto 6e3 Hero He useTyT u,BeTbi 
h He ro;iy6eeT He6o. TAe Oh? 3aneM oh ee noKHHyji? yjibi6- 
Hy;iacb ce6e, KaK pe6eHKy, 6o$imeMycfl noTepHTb TOJibKO hto 
noAapeHHyio HrpyujKy. 3to BejiHKaa HenpaBAa, hto ero 
hct! Oh Hepa3^yneH c Hero, HHane — Bee o6jwaH, Bee ;io>Kb! 

rioAHHJiacb b Tpesore. 

CTaHOBbe onycTe^o. HapoA ymeji b nojie. TaM xopo- 
hh^h Toro, kto oiaBow npeB3ome^ Bcex uapefi h *p>e haw 
He 3a6yAeTC« bobckh. XopOHHJiH h toto, kto b HeBeAOMbix 
aeAuwx 3a A^JieKHM rioHTOM poAHJica ckh(})om b xywe, npo- 
BHAeji BenHKoe npeAHa3HaneHHe CTenHoro HapoAa h nptimen 

K CBOHM 6paTbHM b Hac 6eAbi. 

HwKOAeM y>Ke jie>Ka;i b MorHJie, ho u,ap5i He 6uno. Oh 
coBepman Ha noxopoHHoft KOJieCHHue noc/ieAHHH npom&rib- 
HbiH Kpyr no crenH. A H3 nepHon najiaTKH npHHoouH no- 
cjieAHHx pa(5biHb h Ha;io>KHHu. Ot rpyAbi hx tck no (5e- 
jiOMy AHy MorHJibi naynbHMH JianaMH BbierynHJiH CTpyftKH 

KpOBH. 

>KAa^H npH6biTHH uapjr. Ho BojiHeHHe Hanajiocb He c 
toh cropoHbi, oTKyAa oh aojijkch 6biji noflBHTbCH. Tojma 
c uuonoTOM paccrynHJiacb nepeA Atoccoh, yAHBJieHHaa ee 
ycrpeMJieHHbiMH b npocTpaHCTBo TopjKecTByioiuHMH rvia- 

3aMH. 

B hhx TpeneTa^H otcbctw KocTpa h mcah, jiyHH.riHCb 
KpncTa^Jibi, nepe^HBa^acb noBepxHocTb 03ep. OHa npoimia 
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Mepe3 cohm BapeapoB ao caMoft Morwibi h, rjiHAH Ha neno- 
BeMecKHe Te^a h kohckhc TyuiH, cH.nH.nacb hto-to noHHTb. 
rioHfl^a, BcnoMHH^a, ho b jinu$ npoH30iujio To^bKO Jiernoe 
ABHHteHHe, Kan TeHb ot o6jiaKa. Hto eft CMepTb sthx Hy- 
>khx jnoAeft? Pa3Be OHa He orpa>KAeHa ot crpaxa yjibi6Koft 
Toro, Kto npeAHa3HaneH eft ot Beica? 

OTBepHyBiiiHCb ot Monuibi, CAejia^a HecKOJibKO uiaroB 
no ujHpoKOMy Kpyry BcaAHMKOB co CBecHBiUHMHca ro;ioBa- 
mh, noAnepTbix KonwiMH h Ay^HHaMH. BcnoMHHJica tot Be- 
nep b crenM, KorAa ohh babocm o6xoah;ih Taicoft >Ke Kpyr 
MepTBbix Hae3AHHKOB. npHnoMHH^cfl TorAauiHHH y>Kac. Ho 
Tenepb OHa hc 6oa.nacb CneAHbix jihu, h 0CK.na6;ieHHbix ptob, 
CBe>KeH KpoBH, creKaBiueft no KonbHM. Caiwa He 3Haa 3aneM, 
KaK TorAa, noiiuia no Kpyry h xoTejia, MTo6bi Oh 6biJi TyT, 

pflAOM C HeiO, nyCTb TaKOH >Ke HenOHHTHblft, 3aCTb!BIUHH, 
MpaMOpHblH. 

M cnyqH^ocb HenonpaBHMoe. 

Horn ee npHpocnn k 3eMJie, a Te.no CKOB&na HeMOTa. 
OAHa no^oBHHa Ayuiw cra^a 6eccrpacTHoft spHTejibHHueft h 
cnoKO^Ho HaoViioAaJia, KaK Apyraa cacajiacb, 3acT0Hajia, 
cnoBHO ot yAapa ho>kom. C MepTBoro kohji eft yjibi6ajiCH 
Aaohhc h KpoBb ajioft ^eHTofi creK&na y Hero ot BHCKa k 
noA^opOAKy. 

OHa yjieTaeT Ayuioio b tot MHp, — iuenTajiHCb 
CKHt})bi npn BHAe oxBaTHBiuero ATOCcy oueneHeHHfl. Ohh 

XpaHH^H THUIHHy AO TOrO MrHOBeHHfl, KOrAa >KH3Hb CHOBa 

BepHyjiacb k Heft h OHa ABHHyaacb nponb ot Mornjibi. 

Tenepb rJia3a ee, noracHBiiJHe cboh ofhh, fioxoahjih Ha 

HCCTyn^eHHbie nna3a xajiAeeB, mto coBepmajw Ha Mcrpe 
njian o 4>aMy3e. 

n^anyT TpaBbi no-nen OKpecT, n^anyT KapoSw, 

n^aneT BOKpyr hhx nama JiecHaa. 

O MyMte petueHHM, kotopuh He B03BpamaeTC», 

O Jiyqe3apH0M apyre Hurrap nena^HTca CTenHofl uiajiaui: 

O McecTOKOM, KOTopbifl He B03BpamaeTCM. 

IloKa3a^acb noxopOHHaa KOJiecHnua. Eft npeAiuecTBO- 
6ajiH KOHCKHe Ta6yHbi, craAa 6wkob h SapaHOB, npHHaA- 
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jieMtaBiiiHx MAaH^Hpcy, a Taoce ero pa6w. HaApbiBHbiH 
rman cMeiuHBajica co 3bohom Merajuia. 3bohhjih KOJioicojia, 
TepflBiiiHecfl b 3o^otom (5axpOMe h yaonyjiflx, oKaHMJiHBuiHx 
jipKHH CaJuaxMH, npocrepTbifi HaA iiobo3koh. KojioKOJia bh- 
ce^M TaKJKe Ha pe3Hbix crontfax, noAAepacHBaBiiiHX 6*ajiAa- 
xhh, h Ha cBepKaBiuHX 30^otom nonoHax h c6pye socbMH 
KOHen, 3anpji5KeHHbix b KOJiecHHuy. Korju rpeMHiuaa xpa- 
MHHa npH6^H3H^acb k AiorH-ne, yBHAeJiw uieAUinx 3a rpo6oM 
OKpoBaB^eHHbix jnoAefl c pacrpenaHHbiMH BOJiocaMH h ah- 

KO 6jiy>KAaBUlHM B30pOM. Ot HOJKeBblX paH, HaHeceHHbix 

ce6e b nyTH, HeKOTOpbie HCTexa^H KpOBbio. Mx npnxoAHJiocb 
BecTH noA pyKH. flpyrwe ncnyCKa^H BonjiH TaKoro OTHaa- 

HH3, HTO MOJIOAbIM CKH^aM, BFiepBbie BHAeBlIJHM nOXOpOHbl, 

He BepH^ocb, 6yATO 3to HaeMHbie ruiaKa^biuHKH. To^bKo 
pOACTBeHHHKH MAaH<})Hpca 6buiH nena^bHO Mo;majiHBbi. Ohh 
Hecjiw ero 3aMOpCKHe Ba3u, HanojmeHHbie bhhom, nyMbicoM, 

O/IHBKOBblM MaCrtOM. HeCJIH MeAHbie KOTJIbI c nHiueH a^ih 

noKOHHHKa, npeAMeTbi BoopyaceHHa h AOMaujHefi yTBapH. 
Hh oahh uapb He yHOCHJi c coooio CTOJibKO b 3arpoo*Hyio 
>KH3Hb. JIe>KaBuieMy b rpo6y MAaH<|>Hpcy CKa3ajiH: 

AKa3HH, KOHb TBOH, C To6oh! HHKOAeM, Apyr TBOfi, 

c to6oh. MaTpaxa, jneHa tboh, c to6oh! AfiHa, mena. tboh, 
h THnepoxa, >KeHa tboh, — rome c to6oh! 

Ha3Ba^H no hmchh Bcex Apy3efi, BCTaBiiiHx Ha crpa- 
>Ky BOKpyr KypraHa, nepeHHoriHJiH pa6oB h KOHeft, no^o- 
>KeHHbix b MorHJiy. 

KorAa rpo6 c Bbipe3aHHbiMH Ha HeM KpbuiaTbiMH, Kor- 
thcthmh 3Bep»MH cranH cnycKaTb b 3eMJiio Ha BepeBKax 
H3 KOHCKoro BOJioca, HecKo^bKO ne^oBeK 3ape3a^ocb Ha 

KpaK) flMbl. 

FIOTOM CTeHaHHH pa30M CMOJIKJIH, TOJina OTOABHHyjiaCb 

h CTapeMOiHH H3 CKHtj)OB, emmaa Ha cepeAHHy Kpyra, 3ajiBHJi, 
mto uapb He yMep. Bee CTOSBiiiHe iio6;ih3octh noAxo- 
AHJiH k HMe h, 3arjiHHyB b Hee, noATBepjKAa^H, hto uapb b 
caMOM Ae^e He yMep: oh^hht noA cbohm CBepnaioiuHM no- 
jioroM. Oahh yBepajiH, (5yAT0 rpyAb ero B3AbiMaeTCH ot 
AbixaHHfl, Apyrwe 3aMeHa;iH pyMjiHeu Ha iueKax. Xoth ot 
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HMKOAeMa h ot MAaH({)Mpca hcxoahji CHJibHbift 3anax TJie- 

HHfl, CKM(J)bl H30mpflJIHCb BO JIHCH, npHBOA* HOBbie AOKa3a- 

TenbCTBa Toro, mto HAaH())Hpc >khb. 

Oh He yMep, oh hchboh yxoAHT ot Hac! npomafi, 
MAaH(})Mpc! 

KojiecHHuy, Ha KOTopofi npHBe3eHo 6b\Jio Teno, pa3Jio- 
MajiH Ha MciKHe KycKH h pa36poca/iH BOKpyr Moriuibi. 3HaT- 
Hbix era^H yromaTb bhhom, a npocTOH HapOA Ko6biJibHM 
mo/iokom. JIioah fih;ih h rpoMKO XBawuiH HnaHcjwpca H 
HnKo^eMa. 

Kor^a HacraJio BpeMfl 3aKpbiBaTb jiMy, b TOJine npo- 
hsouuio 3aMeujaTe^bCTBo. Kto-to c uiyMOM npOAHpa^cn 
CKB03b TO/imy h KpHnaji, Hapyiuaa TopHcecrBeHHOCTb no- 

XOpOH. FlepeA MOrHJIofi OHyTHJICfl KpaCHblfi ot bojihchhh 

h nocneuJHOH xoAbtfw HenoBeic. Oh, 3axjie6biBa5iCb, nporo- 
BopH-n HecKo^bKo c;iob, ot KOTOpbix no mane nouieji rpOM- 
kw8 roBop h paAocrrHbie B03rviacbi. 

UapHua noHTH^a ckh(|)ckhh HapOA. OHa connacmiacb 
jienb b MorH/iy c MAaH(})HpcoM. 



VII 

B ee Hecrb CAe;iajiH Ha pyKOATKe uapCKoro Tonopa 
HOBoe 3o^OToe KJiefiMO, yBeKOBeMHBiuee ee hmh. IlpHHecjiH 
.nyMUJHx 6o6poB f caMbie AOporne owepcnbH, 6pacneTbi h 
b to BpeMfl, KaK 3HaTHeKuiHe >KeHbi o6^aMa^H ee b Mexa 
h b 3o/ioto, AeByuiKH ne;iH CBaAe6Hbie necHH. IIotom BceM 
HapoAOM CBe/iH Ha tfjiHHcafiiiJHfi KypraH nepeA jihuo BenH- 
kom MaTepH. TaM, Ha caMow BepujHHe, HaA crapiiiHbiM ckh^- 
ckhm npocTopoM nepHeji Bpe3aHHbiH b He6e 6ec$opMeHHbiH 
haoji c eABa o6o3HaneHHOH rojioBoft. To^bKo 6o^buiHe rpy- 
ah Aa TH>Ke;ibiH, otbhcuihA ao seMJiH mchbot BbirmpanH h 

6jieCTeJIH OT npHKOCHOBeHHH CKH(J)CKHX MteHlUHH. 

ATOcce 3HaK0Ma 6biJia 3Ta pacnojisaiomaacfl k ocHoea- 

hhk) Macca, 3Ta nepHan rjiw6a 6e3 jiHua — H3HananbHbifi, 
npeABeHHbifi, oViarow h KapatomHH KOHyc. OHa npocrep^acb 
hhu h o6;io6bi3ajia xo^oAHbift KaMeHb. 
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OrryAa HanajiCH nocneAHHH nyTb k nana-rice CMepTH. 
He aoxoah cothh uiaroB, HapoA ocraHOBHJicji, npo- 
cthjich c uapHuen h noaiaji c Heio nocneAHHH npHBeT 

MAaH<})Hpcy. 

OAHHOKaa, noAomjia OHa k TjiJKe^ow 3aHaBecH, 3aKpu- 
BaBuieM bxoa. Taiw 6hino MOJinaHHe noA3eMejiba, HOHb 6e3 
3Be3A, npocrrpaHCTBo 6e3 npeAe/ia, BpeMfl 6es KOHua h Ha- 
Majia, BeMHocrrb... Bcio KH3Hb AyMa^a o bchhocth h c AeT- 
crBa 3Ha^a, hto sto 6*e3AHa, hhhto. Tenepb Bcefl AywoH. 
xoTenocb BepHTb, hto HHHTO sto KTO-TO. He orryAa jih 
npHimia RnaAbiHHua nac|)Oca? He TyAa jih yuieji ee B03- 
jno6;ieHHbiH? TyAa Ke HAeT OHa, npHMacTHBiuancH Bbicuiefi 
paAOCTH h yTpaTHBiuaa BKyc k 3eMHbiM njioAaM. 

B npeABeMHyio THiiiHHy, bo BceMMpHoe MOJinaHne. 

Eh Ka3ajiocb, hto KpyroM y>Ke Bee 3aMep;io b stom 
MOJinaHHH, TaK hto cnbiiuHo 6biJio, KaK Aa-ieKO b creim 
3ap«ca^ Kepe6eHOK. KorAa stot 3ByK AOJieTe^ ao Atoccu, 
pyna ee, noAHjrrafl, hto6h OTKMHyTb 3aBecy, onycrHJiacb. 
OHa KpenKo ona^a ce6e rop^o h hh Apo>KaHHeM njien, hh 
HamiOHOM rojiOBbi He BbiAajia 3aKpyTHBiuerocfl BHyTpH 
CMepna. 

Croatia nepeA na/iaTKOH TaK AOJiro, hto bch 6*ecHH- 

* 

aieHHaa TOJina 3aTaHJia AbixaHHe. Ka>KAbiH ocfl3aji Heno- 
MepHyto THMcecTb, HaBajiHBiuyiocH Ha uapnuy. 

Ho bot OHa B3flJiacb 3a Kpaft 3aBecw, nepeuiarHy^a no- 
por na^aTKH, CKpbiJiacb b ee TbMe. CKpbiJiacb ot Bece^oro 

AHfl, OT CBeTa, OT >KH3HH. 

H sto 6biJi nepBbifi Kpyr ee 6jiaaceHCTBa. 

HHKTO H3 CT05IBUJHX CHapy)KH He BHAeJI, KaK nOKJIO- 

HH^acb eft b Horn KocmjiBaa, 6e3o(5pa3Hafl crapyxa, KaK 06*- 
BH.na BOKpyr mew BepeBKy, nponHTaHHyio noTOM h KpOBbio, 
h, Kan, npoKpHnaB crpauiHoe 3aK;iflTbe, yAapHJia ee Kpetvme- 

BblM HOKOM B pe6pa, B TO BpeMJI KaK ABa CKH(})a TflHy^H 

3a KOHUbi BepeBKH. He bhacjih HcaJio6HO pacKpbiBinerocH 
pTa, pyK, cnoxBaTHBiuHxca CAe^aTb hto-to nocjieAHee h 
cajwoe Hy>KHoe, rvia3, y3peBuiHx b kopotkom, KaK BcnbiuiKa, 
MrHOBeHbH bck) cbok) npe>KHK)K) >KH3Hb. M HeKoiwy 6bino no- 
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BeA3Tb HCTHHy, MTO OTKpblJiaCb eH B TOT MHr. K HCH npH0JIH- 

wanocb hto-to b rpo3e m mo^hhax. Bo3hhk ry.n na<J>occKofi 
6e3AHbi... 

M 3to 6bui BTopofi Kpyr ee 6jiameHCTBa. 

IlyTb k MorHJie 6hui KopoTOK h Be^HKo^eneH. Bapsapbi 
B03AaBa^H eft uapcKMe nonecTH, ho xopoHH;iH, KaK HeBecry: 
nojioxcwiH Ha OTAenbHoe Jioace, orpa>KAeHHoe MenaMH, AaJin 
b npaByio pyny Max, HTOo'bi 0Ha 3a6biJia 06 stom Mwpe, hto- 
6bi oh He chhjich eft. A b .neByio noJioacnjiH TOHKyio BeTKy 
jio3m, MTo6w H3 Bcero, hto ecrb Ha 3ejvuie, BcnoMHHa^a TOJib- 

KO JIK)60Bb. 

Ee onycrH;iH b 6ejiyro rviHHy, ikmioskiuih rojiOBoft k ch- 
AflmeMy Ha KOHe AAOHHcy. 

M 3to 6b\n TpeTHH Kpyr ee 6-naiKeHCTBa. 

A noTOM aiviy saKpujiH 6peBHaMH, 3aBantuiH tjihhoh h 
crajin HacbinaTb xo;im. KaxtAbift bohh aojimcch 6bui Ha mHTe 
npHHecTH MepHofi CTenHofi 3eM^H bo aiasy norpe<5eHHbix re- 

pOeB. J\eCHTKU TbICflH JltORePl yCTpeMHJIHCb CO BCeX CTOpOH c 
TOp>KeCTBeHHbIMH HOUiaMH. HeCJIH BCe, OT CaMblX 3HaTHbIX 

ao caMbix npocrbix. Rame AeTH cneiiiHJiH xoTb ropcrrb 6po- 
CHTb Ha BeviHKyK) MorHJiy. 

3eMJia cwnajiacb KacKaAaMH h cKopo k He(5ecaM bo3- 

HeCCfl naMHTHHKOM BeHHOR CJiaBbI MepHblH, KOHycoo6pa3Hbifi, 

KaK na(J)occKHfi Gcthji, KypraH, cxopoHHB noA co6*oh AToccy, 
AOHb Knpa, cynpyry AapHa, uapHuy nepcHACKyio. 
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